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strengthen America’s energy security.
Geothermal energy holds the potential
to achieve all of those goals. Let’s get
it done and move America to an afford-
able and energy-independent future for
the decades to come.

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for letting
me put on the record the future for this
country in energy, including geo-
thermal energy.

HONORING MARIGENE VALIQUETTE

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the extraordinary life
and legacy of Ohio State Senator
Marigene Valiquette, a towering figure
in Ohio’s politics and history and a
trailblazer for women across Ohio and
our Nation.

Born and raised in Toledo, Ohio,
Marigene broke barriers as the longest
serving woman in the history of the
Ohio Legislature. With her intel-
ligence, fierce conviction, and un-
matched oratory—she was a tough law-
yer—she served our community for 24
consecutive years, often as the only
woman in the Ohio Senate. Can you
imagine that?

She was a champion for working fam-
ilies and labor rights, a defender of
women’s rights, and an early advocate
for the equal rights amendment. Her
work helped create the Ohio Lottery to
support education. She never wavered
in her fight for fairness, dignity, and
opportunity for all.

Though she chose a quiet retirement,
her impact will echo for years and gen-
erations to come. She was always
present. She always cared. She took
her family’s experience and moved it
into the highest levels of lawmaking in
the State of Ohio.

May she rest in peace, and may her
courage, her grit, and her fierce dedica-
tion inspire us all. We miss her, and we
know that her work in Ohio has made
a difference in the lives of our 12 mil-
lion people.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

————————

ISSUES OF THE DAY

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. GROTHMAN of
Wisconsin was recognized for 30 min-
utes.)

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am
unwell today, so I am going to make
this speech short. I am going to cover
three short topics.

The first topic is, 5 years ago yester-
day, there was a horrific incident that
happened in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Bernell Trammell, who was holding a
Donald Trump sign, was assassinated.

Somebody came out on a bicycle with
a mask over his head. We don’t even
know if he was a Black man or a White
man, but he had a mask over his head.
He saw a guy named Bernell Trammell
holding a sign for Trump, and that per-
son came up and killed Bernell Tram-
mell.

O 1840

Bernell Trammell was kind of an
iconoclast. Bernell Trammell was a
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Rastafarian. He was for Black Lives
Matter and frequently endorsed Demo-
crat politicians, but for whatever rea-
son, Bernell Trammell was in the very
liberal east side of Milwaukee or the
Riverwest neighborhood in Milwaukee,
very, very leftwing. Bernell Trammell
swam upstream and decided to carry a
Donald Trump sign, and he was assas-
sinated.

This is the type of thing that, as we
see America decline, we ought to be
talking more about. It is the type of
thing that happens in Mexico. It is the
type of thing that happens in Honduras
where during elections you can expect
that somebody will be assassinated.
You wouldn’t think it was happening
in the United States, Mr. Speaker.

One of the things we have to take
into account when we look at this situ-
ation is it is not only something you
would expect to happen in a Third
World country, Mr. Speaker, but I felt
at the time the liberal establishment
in Milwaukee didn’t treat it differently
from any other murder. When we begin
to shoot people for carrying a yard sign
of people we don’t like, then we are in
new territory, but shot he was.

I went down and saw his neighbor-
hood. We cannot allow this to go on.
We cannot allow these people to do
such a thing. I don’t like talking or de-
scribing people as Black or White, but,
in my opinion, at that time in 2020, the
Democratic Party was afraid of some
Black people voting for Trump. I won-
dered if that is one of the reasons why
they decided to target Bernell Tram-
mell.

They shot him dead. The establish-
ment in Milwaukee at that time im-
plied that perhaps the reason he was
shot had nothing to do with politics.
We don’t know his politics, just be-
cause he was carrying a Trump sign
doesn’t mean that he was shot for car-
rying a Trump sign. Of course, he was
shot for carrying a Trump sign in this
very liberal neighborhood. They have
pictures of it. The guy came up on a bi-
cycle.

Mr. Speaker, you hear about people
being shot when somebody shoots out
of a car, but here he was shot by some-
body on a bicycle, so it had to be some-
body in the neighborhood.

I will say this: There was a time
when Republicans stepped up and put
up a given amount for available people
if somebody could turn in the person
who shot Bernell Trammell. I will say
right now, I intend to, tomorrow and
next Monday, find some people to put
together and put out a $30,000 bonus to
anybody who can do something that
leads to the conviction of the person
who shot Bernell Trammell. I am con-
tacting the Milwaukee Police Depart-
ment there. I am told sometimes in
cold cases people could be making a lit-
tle more progress if $30,000 was thrown
out there.

I expect that, hopefully, we will
make some sort of a difference. Like I
said, this is a guy on a bicycle. It is not
like somebody did a drive-by out of a
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car and was gone right after. Appar-
ently, this guy lived within a few
blocks of where Bernell was shot.

Bernell Trammell, by the way, owned
a print shop, so he had a commercial
property there that people were aware
of. Somebody has to know more. Some-
body had to see where this bicyclist
went.

Presumably somebody told the bicy-
clist: We have to kill this guy. We can’t
have him elevating the number of peo-
ple who are voting for Donald Trump in
this radical, liberal area that 15 to 20
percent saw.

In any event, let’s not forget about
it. The Republican Party should never
forget about Bernell Trammell.

The next thing I want talk about
here that kind of bothers me is when I
think of the conservative Republican
movement, of which I consider myself
one, which aims so low below the tar-
get.

A couple of weeks ago we had a news-
paper article dealing with the U.S. Su-
preme Court. The U.S. Supreme Court
is allowing parents to opt their chil-
dren out of graphic LGBTQ books in
Montgomery County, Maryland.

This was supposed to be a great con-
servative victory that a second grade
child did not have to read books that
were clearly designed to promote a sex-
ual lifestyle, and Republicans consid-
ered this a great victory.

It really bothers me that Republicans
consider this a great victory.

Was this a great victory?

Because of the Supreme Court deci-
sion, we wind up having maybe, I don’t
know, maybe 1 out of 20 parents who
are on the ball enough to say that par-
ents are not going to be forced into a
situation in which their children have
to read LGBTQ books.

That is preposterous. It never should
have happened in the first place, but,
instead, they are pretending that this
is a great victory.

Another thing about this so-called
great victory is that three of the nine
Justices on the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled that this was no big deal and
that, in fact, parents shouldn’t be able
to object to their children reading
books of a sexual nature in first or sec-
ond grade or up to fifth grade, appar-
ently.

That is almost beyond belief how far
down we have come as a society. The
conservative news media, FOX News,
that type of thing, thought this was a
victory.

Mr. Speaker, can you believe that?

We are handing out LGBTQ books to
first and second graders, and the Su-
preme Court rules, with three Justices
dissenting, that we don’t have to have
children go here, and if 5 percent or 4
percent of the parents opt out, that is
a great victory?

Is that what America has come down
to?

I would hope the comatose clergy in
this country would wake up and de-
mand that schools not do any of this
stuff and begin to put elementary
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schools back where they were when I
was a child, talking about reading and
writing, not talking about LGBTQ and
not saying it is a great victory if 1 out
of 20 parents say that they don’t have
to give this to their kids.

So let’s dial it up, America.

Let’s dial it up, conservative news
media.

This was a horrific sign that three
Supreme Court Justices would have the
nerve to say that parents shouldn’t be
able to object to this, much less the
idea it is even in the schools in the
first place, to be objected to or other-
wise.

So there is your second issue of the
day, Mr. Speaker.

The conservatives should wake up.

The comatose people should wake up.

The comatose clergy should say: We
do not have to have LGBTQ books in
fifth grade, fourth grade, third grade,
and down to second grade.

Now, my third topic tonight is that
we passed a great big, beautiful bill. I
voted for the great big, beautiful bill.
There were a lot of things in the great
big, beautiful bill, and there were
things that were highly questioned.

There is no question the number one
defeat that I had in the great big, beau-
tiful bill was spending money on what
they call low-income housing tax cred-
its in which a property developer was,
with some conditions, given tax credits
equal to 70 percent of the cost of a
building.

In other words, he got to build the
building, but the government would
pay for 70 percent of the building. That
is preposterous.

O 1850

Prior to us increasing the amount of
credits, I felt that I was in good shape.
We had the Heritage Foundation edito-
rialize against it. The Wall Street
Journal editorialized against it. The
Cato Institute editorialized against it.
I thought it was all just completely
common sense. Not to mention, the av-
erage Congressman should say it is not
up to the government to pay 70 percent
of a private citizen’s building.

But that is what we have. The Repub-
licans—when the bill left the House at
that point about $12 billion a year was
spent on this. The Republicans—and we
were told and given pep talks about
how we are going to cut spending: Man,
we are going to cut spending. Wow, this
is historic. Actually, increased spend-
ing on low-income housing tax credits
in the House. That is preposterous.

Then we sent it over to the Senate,
and I was hoping that a couple buddies
over there were on my side so that at
least we would go back to where we
started in the Senate. But no, in the
Senate, the free-spending Republicans
went up again. It is something we
ought to spend a little bit more time
looking at, how this was able to happen
here. With all the conservative think
tank types explaining this train wreck
why—anybody with an ounce of com-
mon sense realizes it is a train wreck—
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the Republicans went ahead and upped
spending on this program first in the
House and then in the Senate.

I hope the press corps is not going to
forget about this program and hope
they continue to follow it. The Wash-
ington Post, of all newspapers, pointed
out, looking at about four or five dif-
ferent projects in the Washington,
D.C., area they found that the cost of
some of these was over $1.2 million a
unit. Is that possible that at the time
we had this supposedly tight budget we
are going to spend over $1.2 million per
unit? It is just unbelievable.

Mr. Speaker, I am going to give you
a bonus on something I noticed when I
was back home. My good friend from
Ohio decided to talk a little bit about
all the wonderful things we could do
with gambling proceeds.

When I was first involved in politics
gambling was considered a sin, and it
was against the law because we knew
we were taking money from the poor-
est people. Now, at least in Wisconsin
we have gone from I believe one small
casino to it has to be 15 casinos, includ-
ing some huge casinos. In Wisconsin
they have separate slot machines in
many bars. And in helpful Wisconsin,
they sell scratch-offs in gas stations
throughout the district.

The reason it was brought up to me is
because I notice that in some of these
convenience stores they are now selling
$560 scratch-offs. Can you believe the
horrible State of Wisconsin is selling
$50 scratch-offs? My goodness, they are
just shameful, the way they take ad-
vantage of the poor and the dumb. It is
just horrible. I don’t think we would
have put up with that when I first got
into politics, but apparently Tony
Evers thinks it is a great way to get
more State money and to take advan-
tage of people who are buying $50 lot-
tery tickets.

In any event, it is not maybe the big-
gest problem in America, but the num-
ber of people who are losing money at
these slot machines and scratch-offs is
not a small number. It is not some-
thing we should be proud of. I guess I
shouldn’t be surprised that the Demo-
cratic Party feels it is a great way to
increase funding for schools and take
advantage of people, but I don’t think
it is a good thing. I wish my brothers
and sisters in the State legislatures
would get rid of some of these ridicu-
lous machines and ridiculous scratch-
offs and stop taking advantage of the
most vulnerable people in our society.

Mr. Speaker, there are four different
topics for you to remember. We covered
the increased gambling pushed by
State governments, as they want to
have government play a bigger and big-
ger role in life.

We covered the ridiculous Repub-
licans who think it is a victory that
three Supreme Court judges ruled that
you have to allow LGBTQ books in sec-
ond and third grade.

We covered Bernell Trammell, the
poor guy who was assassinated for car-
rying a Trump sign 5 years ago yester-
day.
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And we covered the low-income hous-
ing tax credits, which is I think the
most questionable program in our In-
ternal Revenue Code and probably in
Federal law all together.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to enrolled bills of the Senate of the
following titles:

S. 201.—An act to provide for a study by
the National Academies of Sciences, Engi-
neering, and Medicine on the prevalence and
mortality of cancer among individuals who
served as active duty aircrew in the Armed
Forces, and for other purposes.

S. 423.—An act to protect regular order for
budgeting for the Department of Veterans
Affairs, and for other purposes.

———
ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 13 of rule I, the House
stands adjourned until 11 a.m. on Fri-
day, July 25, 2025.

Thereupon (at 6 o’clock and 55 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Friday, July 25,
2025, at 11 a.m.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-1509. A letter from the Administrator,
Farm Service Agency, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Emergency Livestock Relief Program
(ELRP) 2023 and 2024 [Docket ID: FSA-2025-
0005] (RIN: 0560-AI73) received July 21, 2025,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

EC-1510. A letter from the Manager,
Branch of Delisting and Foreign Species,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Department
of the Interior, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Endangered and Threat-
ened Wildlife and Plants; Removal of the
Dwarf-flowered Heartleaf From the List of
Endangered and Threatened Plants [Docket
No.: FWS-R4-ES-2019-0081; FXES11130900000-
234-FF09E22000] (RIN: 1018-BD95) received
July 11, 2025, pursuant to b5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

EC-1511. A letter from the Regional Direc-
tor, Office of Surface Mining Reclamation
and Enforcement, Department of the Inte-
rior, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Pennsylvania Regulatory Program
[SATS No.: PA-172-FOR; Docket ID: OSM-
2020-0001; S1D1S $508011000
SX064A0002565180110; S2D2S $508011000
SX064A000 25X S501520] received July 17, 2025,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

EC-1512. A letter from the Branch Chief,
NMFS, Office of Sustainable Fisheries —
HMS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, transmitting the Administra-
tion’s final rule — Atlantic Highly Migra-
tory Species; Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Fish-
eries Management [Docket No.: 220919-0193]
(RIN: 0648-BI08) received July 21, 2025, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
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