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2025 UIL 2A State champions. With a 5– 
4 comeback win, the Maidens closed 
out their season fueled by grit with a 
19-game win streak. 

The Maidens were down, with one out 
to go, when they delivered a 2–1 rally 
that turned the game in their favor. As 
one local paper put it: It took all of 
Ganado. It certainly did. 

Congratulations to the Maidens, 
their coaches, their families, and the 
entire Ganado community on a cham-
pionship that reflects the very best of 
Texas. 

HONORING THE CITY OF CORPUS CHRISTI 
Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to honor the city of Corpus 
Christi, officially designated as the 
first Coast Guard City in the State of 
Texas. 

For over 45 years, the men and 
women of the Coast Guard have served 
our region with courage: conducting 
daring rescues, safeguarding our ports, 
training the next generation, and re-
sponding with excellence when disaster 
strikes. 

From patrolling our waters to secur-
ing energy shipments to their recent 
heroic efforts responding to the floods 
in Kerrville, their work keeps both our 
region and our Nation safe. The Coast 
Guard in Corpus Christi conducted 
hundreds of search-and-rescue missions 
and saved countless lives. 

I thank the Coast Guard crews up and 
down our district along the Gulf of 
America for their hard work and living 
out their commitment to faith, service, 
and freedom every single day. I also 
thank my fellow citizens of Texas’ 27th 
District for living a life and honoring 
the service of these guardsmen. 

Congratulations, Corpus Christi. 
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DEFUNDING PLANNED 
PARENTHOOD 

(Ms. SIMON of California was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Ms. SIMON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to address the House and oppose the 
defunding of Planned Parenthood clin-
ics nationwide. 

The Republicans’ cruel budget bill, 
which all Democrats opposed, included 
a provision to block Federal Planned 
Parenthood clinics from receiving Med-
icaid funds. This was a devastating 
choice that Republicans have made 
which will undoubtedly impact fami-
lies across the Nation. 

Planned Parenthood does not just 
provide birth control. Clinics provide 
basic healthcare exams, cancer 
screenings, and vaccinations. Women 
across this country today will walk 
into Planned Parenthood clinics across 
counties and States to receive both di-
agnostic and care for cervical cancer, 
hypertension, and basic medical care. 

Earlier this year, the largest Planned 
Parenthood health center in the coun-
try opened in my district, named after 
my predecessor and champion of repro-
ductive health and access, Congress-
woman and now Mayor Barbara Lee. 

The Barbara Lee Oakland Health Cen-
ter has over 19 exam rooms and is tran-
sit accessible, but the Republican budg-
et bill will put Planned Parenthood 
centers like ours across the country at 
risk. 

Mr. Speaker, 200 of the 600 Planned 
Parenthood clinics across the country 
may close and women will die. Planned 
Parenthood closures will disproportion-
ately impact Black and Brown moth-
ers, who already have a maternal mor-
tality rate more than three times their 
White counterparts. 

These cuts will disproportionately 
impact poor folks’ access to reproduc-
tive care, since 40 percent of all births 
in this country are covered by the very 
Medicaid services that are now being 
gutted. These are matters, as I said be-
fore, of life and death for us in our dis-
trict and for women across the coun-
try. 

I was a young mother living in public 
housing in San Francisco when I had 
my first daughter at 19, but I was able 
to get by. I was able to go to school and 
raise a wonderful daughter and put her 
through college and law school because 
I had access to care and institutions 
that cared about my life. 

If we want people to be healthy in 
this country and to participate in their 
communities and work, we need to 
open up choices, and we need to provide 
more opportunities instead of less. 
That is why I offered an amendment to 
the Republican budget reconciliation 
bill that would have protected the vital 
services of Planned Parenthood. 

Republicans killed that amendment, 
but this will not stop our collective 
work, my work, to ensure that people 
in my district and around the country 
in rural and urban communities have 
the access that they so deserve. Their 
lives are depending on it. 

Just this week, the district courts 
put a temporary pause on parts of the 
Republican bill that would defund 
Planned Parenthood. We will continue 
to fight back. Planned Parenthood is 
vital. It is vital to communities’ 
health, and I will not stand by while it 
is defunded and while our health is de-
valued. 

I was that young mother. We and our 
families, our children, deserve better. 
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HONORING THE ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE FREEDOM TRAIN 

(Mr. CLINE of Virginia was recognized 
to address the House for 5 minutes.) 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to mark the anniversary of the leg-
endary Freedom Train, a rolling sym-
bol of American ideals that traveled 
more than 37,000 miles from 1947 to 
1949, visiting all 48 States and wel-
coming over 3.5 million citizens 
aboard. 

For over 30 years, my constituents, 
Mary Jayne and John Z. Rowe, have 
been at the forefront of efforts to pre-
serve the memory of this great na-

tional event which helped to remind 
Americans of the foundations of their 
liberty. 

Powered by the groundbreaking 
ALCO PA diesel locomotive, numbered 
1776 and named the ‘‘Spirit of 1776,’’ the 
train revolutionized public perception 
of rail power. In an age still dominated 
by steam, the diesel proved its mettle 
across all terrain and climate, oper-
ating reliably without pause for coal or 
water. 

Its performance, witnessed by mil-
lions and scrutinized by railroad lead-
ers nationwide, helped hasten the tran-
sition from steam to diesel across 
American railroads. 

Beyond technology, the Freedom 
Train carried our founding documents 
and civic ideals to the people. It was 
guarded by marines, celebrated in 
towns, and kissed literally by thou-
sands in cities like Brooklyn. 

It was not a government project but 
a private and patriotic mission sup-
ported by the Truman administration 
and the American Heritage Founda-
tion. At a moment of global uncer-
tainty, the Freedom Train reminded 
Americans of who we were and who we 
still are. 

RECOGNIZING THE ROANOKE CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
LADY CELTICS 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the extraordinary accom-
plishments of the Roanoke Catholic 
School Lady Celtics girls’ track and 
field team who captured the 2025 
VISAA Division II Virginia State 
championship with remarkable deter-
mination and unity. 

After narrowly missing the title by 
three points in 2023, the Lady Celtics 
redoubled their efforts, displaying un-
matched teamwork in a sport often fo-
cused on individual performance. 

Guided by an outstanding group of 
seniors and supported by dedicated un-
derclassmen, they secured the cham-
pionship with a commanding margin of 
55.5 points. 

I commend Head Coach Jason Smith 
and the entire 2025 team. They are Au-
brey Aaron, Addison Becker, Anna 
Stadnyk, Charlie Floyd, Karly Smith, 
Justinne Llavore, Eva Coniglione, Lil-
lian Kessler, Sydney Whitt, Jamariah 
Edwards, Lauren Bradley, Brinkley 
Aaron, Molly O’Herron, Joey Barger, 
and Kuk Kuk Chen. 

Their perseverance, skill, and sports-
manship are an inspiration to our com-
munity. I congratulate the Lady Celt-
ics on this well-earned State title. 

ENFORCING LAWS FOR ILLEGAL ENTRY 
Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

in strong support of the Stop Illegal 
Entry Act. 

In recent years, more than 10 million 
illegal immigrants have crossed into 
our country, including hundreds who 
are on the terrorist watch list. This is 
more than a border crisis. It is a seri-
ous national security threat. 

A failure to enforce our laws created 
a dangerous incentive. Cross illegally, 
break our laws, and a person is likely 
to be released into our communities 
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under past radical policies. That had to 
change. 

Even more concerning, over 70 per-
cent of those charged with illegal re-
entry last year had criminal records. 
These are not first-time offenders. 
These are repeat criminals who have 
shown complete disregard for our laws. 

The Stop Illegal Entry Act will in-
crease penalties and prison time for il-
legal entry and reentry, sending a clear 
message that there will be con-
sequences. 

President Trump ended catch and re-
lease. With this legislation, House Re-
publicans are continuing that commit-
ment to restore accountability and 
protect American families. 

It is time to bring back law and order 
by stopping these illegal crossings. I 
urge my colleague to support this bill 
and stand for the safety of the Amer-
ican people. 

f 

PUSHING BACK AGAINST ICE’S 
AUTHORITARIAN OVERREACH 

(Ms. ANSARI of Arizona was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Ms. ANSARI. Mr. Speaker, I want 
you to imagine for a moment that a 
person is going to the grocery store, 
grabbing coffee, or picking their child 
up from school. 

Instead of running errands or waiting 
for the school bell like usual, that indi-
vidual is surrounded by masked men 
who scream at them, shove them to the 
ground, threaten them with weapons, 
and throw them into the back of a car. 

People are calling out for help, ask-
ing where that person is being taken. 
Authorities refuse to answer. The per-
son has no idea where they are going, 
who these people are, or when or if 
they will ever see their family again. 

Mr. Speaker, imagine if you, or 
worse, your child, experienced the ter-
ror, the fear, and the blind pain of 
being kidnapped off the street. 

For many of my constituents, this is 
a horrific reality that they are dealing 
with every single day. ICE is terror-
izing our communities. They are kid-
napping people off of the streets, tear-
ing families apart, and destroying fu-
tures to meet insane daily quotas en-
acted by Donald Trump. 

Just a few weeks ago, Republicans in 
Congress passed a massive budget that 
funnels billions of new dollars to ICE. 
This money makes ICE the largest do-
mestic police force in the United 
States with more resources than doz-
ens of militaries around the entire 
world. 

This funding is unprecedented, and it 
is a free pass for ICE to ramp up 
Trump’s cruel and inhumane mass de-
portation policies. 

They are already building concentra-
tion camps in Florida where they are 
threatening to lock up legal immi-
grants and Latinos from across the 
country. I have visited facilities like 
this. 

On May 29, I went to the Eloy Deten-
tion Center just outside my district. I 

met with women who wanted to and, 
frankly, were desperate to share their 
stories with me. 

One was a green card holder who had 
been pulled over for a traffic stop. 
When they learned of her status, they 
stripped her of her green card and 
threw her into ICE detention without 
another thought. She had been trying 
to reach her family for months. 

Another woman told me a story 
about a guard taking all of the women 
out into the blazing Arizona heat. He 
forced them to march in circles for 
hours without water. One woman faint-
ed and needed medical attention. 

While they marched, the guard yelled 
at them: This is the price of the Amer-
ican Dream. 

It should not matter who these 
women are. It should not matter 
whether they are citizens, legal resi-
dents, or undocumented people trying 
to make a life for themselves. 

It is shameful and embarrassing for 
our country that we would treat any 
human being like this. The detention 
centers and the facilities in this coun-
try are atrocious. They have absolutely 
zero oversight mechanisms in place. 

More than a month later, after for-
mally inquiring to the Department of 
Homeland Security and ICE about the 
conditions that I saw firsthand, I have 
yet to receive a response. 

People are being harassed. They are 
being dehumanized. They are being 
abused. 

Last weekend, I tried to return to 
Eloy to meet with several constituents 
of mine who are detained there. 

I wanted to meet with a woman 
named Yari who has chronic 
lymphocytic leukemia. She has been 
detained at Eloy since February and 
has lost 55 pounds while in detention. 
She needs help. 

I also hoped to meet with a man who 
has been coughing up blood for weeks. 

Lastly, I wanted to meet with a 35- 
year-old woman with a kidney infec-
tion who says her antibiotics are not 
working and her condition is wors-
ening. 

Even after ICE put in place new pro-
tocols to make it more difficult for us 
to do our job and our oversight work, 
we tried to follow their new rules. I 
gave them ample notice of my visit and 
a list of constituents that I hoped to 
meet with. They let us know that our 
visit was approved. 

Then less than 24 hours before I was 
supposed to make the trip, they 
changed their minds and said that my 
meeting with my constituents was de-
nied. 

ICE is leaving families without an-
swers and human beings without care. 
They are doing it, regardless of wheth-
er people are undocumented, legal resi-
dents, or even American citizens. 

They are splitting up parents by 
sending them to different detention fa-
cilities and then making children navi-
gate the funds for a lawyer and basic 
survival. 

If I cannot get answers as a U.S. Con-
gresswoman, how is anyone else in my 

district supposed to? Any one of us 
could be next. 

I will always stand with and fight for 
our immigrant communities. I will do 
everything I can to push back against 
Trump’s authoritarian overreach. 
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HONORING LANCE CORPORAL 
RYAN JAMES BARNARD 

(Mr. LAWLER of New York was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Lance Corporal 
Ryan James Barnard, of Valley Cot-
tage, New York, who died on July 2 
while serving our country at Kaneohe 
Bay, Hawaii. 

Ryan was just 22 years old. He served 
in the United States Marine Corps with 
the 3rd Littoral Combat Team, Ares 
Company. He was living his dream, 
wearing the uniform with pride, and 
doing what he believed in. 

Ryan grew up in the Hudson Valley 
playing Little League baseball and 
hockey, skating for Nyack High 
School, the Palisades Predators, and 
the Army West Point Junior Black 
Knights. He was known for his quiet 
focus, toughness, and strong sense of 
duty. 

In the wake of Ryan’s passing, his 
family and our community are working 
to establish a youth hockey grant in 
his name, carrying forward his spirit of 
discipline and teamwork for years to 
come. 

I am grateful for Ryan’s service to 
the United States, and I extend my 
deepest condolences to the Barnard 
family. 

HONORING MICHAEL HALPIN 

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Michael 
Halpin of Pearl River, New York, who 
passed away on July 9 at the age of 88. 

Born in Kilrush, County Clare, Ire-
land, Mike immigrated to New York in 
1955 and proudly served in the United 
States Army, including a tour of duty 
in Korea. After his military service, he 
continued to serve as an NYPD officer 
in the 46th Precinct in the Bronx. 

Like me, Mike was a proud Irish 
American. The very definition of a pil-
lar of the community, he served as 
president of the Rockland Irish-Amer-
ican Cultural Center and the Rockland 
GAA. He was a member of the AOH Di-
vision 3 and led the 2004 Rockland St. 
Patrick’s Day parade as grand marshal. 

Mike was a devoted parishioner of St. 
Margaret’s Church, a member of the 
Hudson Valley 10–13 Club, and, above 
all, a proud husband, father, and grand-
father. 

Mike Halpin lived a life of dutiful 
purpose and leadership with a deep love 
for both his heritage and his commu-
nity. He will be missed. 
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