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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 

the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1905 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
missed today’s votes due to a flight cancella-
tion. Had I been present, I would have voted 
NAY on Roll Call No. 213 and YEA on Roll 
Call No. 214. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speaker, due 
to a personal family matter, I was unable to be 
in D.C. and vote today. Had I been present, I 
would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 213 
and YEA on Roll Call No. 214. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I missed a se-
ries of votes today. Had I been present, I 
would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 213 
and YEA on Roll Call No. 214. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 4244 

Mr. THANEDAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to remove the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOLDMAN) as 
cosponsor from H.R. 4244. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
f 

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING 
DETECTIVES WILLIAM OSBORN, 
VICTOR LEMUS, AND JOSHUA 
KELLEY-EKLUND 

(Mr. WHITESIDES asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WHITESIDES. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise with my colleagues in the 
California delegation to mourn the loss 
of three heroic sheriff’s deputies who 
were tragically killed last week while 
serving in the Arson Explosives Detail 
of the Special Enforcement Bureau, the 
largest loss of life in the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department since 
1857. 

Together, they gave 74 years of dis-
tinguished service to Los Angeles 
County. 

Detective William Osborn joined the 
department in 1992. He worked as a de-
tective for over a decade before taking 
on a new role as an emergency vehicle 
operations center instructor in 2016. He 
became an arson and explosive investi-
gator in 2019, and finally gave back as 
a mentor to new investigators. He is 
survived by his six children and his 
wife. 

Detective Victor Lemus joined the 
department in 2003, became a K9 han-
dler in 2017 and an arson investigator 
last year. He received commendations 
for his ability to mentor and train fel-
low deputies as well as notable arrests 
involving career criminals. He is sur-
vived by his wife and three daughters. 
He also has three sisters who work in 
the department. 

Detective Joshua Kelley-Eklund 
joined the department in 2006 and be-
came an arson and explosive investi-
gator in 2022. He was known as an out-
standing field training officer who was 
professional and articulate. He is sur-

vived by his wife and seven children 
and was a proud resident of the Santa 
Clarita Valley in my home district. 

Their loss is a sobering reminder of 
the risks these heroes take every single 
day. Their families, colleagues, and 
loved ones are grieving the unimagi-
nable. Today, we stand with them in 
solidarity, in sorrow, and in gratitude. 

Let us now join together in a mo-
ment of silence to honor their service, 
their sacrifice, and their memory. 

f 

b 1910 

RECOGNIZING CENTRE SAFE 

(Mr. THOMPSON asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Centre Safe which celebrates 50 years 
of providing confidential and profes-
sional services for victims and sur-
vivors of domestic, dating, and sexual 
violence. 

Centre Safe began as a grassroots ef-
fort in 1975 as the Centre County Wom-
en’s Resource Center. Since then, it 
has grown from a one-room operation 
in State College to three locations 
which are the administrative offices 
and Sylvia Stein Shelter in State Col-
lege, the counseling and legal advocacy 
satellite office in Bellefonte, and the 
Child Access Center in Bellefonte. 

While Centre Safe began as an agency 
by women, for women, it works to sup-
port all survivors and victims. It offers 
a 24-hour crisis hotline, emergency 
shelter, crisis counseling, legal advo-
cacy, legal representation, and transi-
tional housing. 

Centre Safe also works to address vi-
olence before it begins by educating 
children and youth about healthy rela-
tionships. 

Mr. Speaker, domestic violence has 
no place in American society. Victims 
often feel that they have nowhere to 
turn. For the last 50 years, Centre Safe 
has been a safe place for those who 
need support in times of crisis. For 
that, we are grateful. 

f 

ADDRESSING FIREFIGHTER 
FUNDING CUTS 

(Ms. BYNUM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. BYNUM. Mr. Speaker, I only 
have 1 minute today, but I wish I had 
6 or 7 minutes. 

Wildfire season is upon us. Over the 
weekend, we saw the Cram fire in cen-
tral Oregon grow to more than 95,000 
acres, making it the largest wildfire of 
the year so far in the United States. 

I am grateful for the firefighters and 
local authorities who bravely re-
sponded and who are continuing to 
fight the flames. Thanks to them, the 
fire is now over 70 percent contained. 

Mr. Speaker, while Oregon fire-
fighters are out, saving lives and 
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homes, President Trump is freezing the 
funding they rely on. That is unaccept-
able. 

Whether it is for pushing out evacu-
ation alerts or maintaining shelters, 
this funding is key to keeping our 
neighbors safe and prepared. That is 
why I can’t stop, and I won’t stop fight-
ing to ensure our communities have 
the resources they need. 

I ask my constituents to please con-
tinue to follow the direction of local 
authorities. Have an evacuation plan. 
Prepare a go bag. 

f 

ADDRESSING THE GROWING 
ABUSES OF VISION BENEFIT 
MANAGERS 
(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to rally support for addressing 
the growing abuses of vision benefit 
managers, or VBMs. 

The industry is dominated by two 
vertically integrated giants whose ac-
tions are undermining healthcare ac-
cess and threatening the existence of 
eye care practices in all of our dis-
tricts. 

It is concerning that some VBM pa-
tient and doctor mandates appear to be 
aimed solely at benefiting the optical 
products labs, patient data gathering, 
and mass retail operations built around 
them. 

The growing VBM acquisition and 
control over independent eye care prac-
tices have created worrying conflict of 
interest issues. As I speak, VBMs are 
attempting to link physician reim-
bursements not to quality care stand-
ards but solely to their own product 
sales. 

We must protect against VBM 
schemes that invade the safeguarded 
sanctity of a doctor’s exam room. Con-
fronting VBM abuses is the central 
focus of my bipartisan bill, the DOC 
Access Act, as well as multiple active 
investigations in Congress and by the 
GAO, FTC, and others. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me, along with patient and con-
sumer advocates like Patients Rising, 
the National Consumers League, and 
the American Optometric Association, 
to ensure VBM accountability is a pri-
ority in Congress. 

f 

PROTECTING AND PRESERVING 
LONG ISLAND SOUND 

(Mr. LATIMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, this 
week the House will vote on a bill to 
reduce clean water standards, setting 
our country back in our fight for clean 
water. I worked for three decades to 
improve the water quality in the Long 
Island Sound. Having seen the progress 
we have made, I know that we cannot 
stop our commitment now. 

Just last week, I attended a round-
table with Long Island Sound Citizens 
Advisory Committee to discuss how we 
in Congress can work with them to pre-
serve Long Island Sound. This round-
table built on an event in Rye in June 
where a new 10-year conservation and 
management plan was signed. 

I have signed onto two bills. The first 
is the ESTUARIES Act that will pre-
serve Long Island Sound and 27 other 
estuaries of national significance. The 
second is the Long Island Restoration 
and Stewardship Act that reauthorizes 
grants made possible by the Clean 
Water Act through fiscal year 2029. 

We must keep clean water standards 
high in order to protect and preserve 
our bodies of water. We may not get 
another chance. 

f 

HONORING COLONEL RHETT 
BLACKMON 

(Mr. WEBER of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor the illustrious ca-
reer of Colonel Rhett A. Blackmon, 
Commander and District Engineer for 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Gal-
veston District, a true servant leader. 

Colonel Blackmon assumed command 
of the Galveston District on July 15, 
2022, and quickly became a vital part-
ner in Texas’ 14th Congressional Dis-
trict. Under his leadership, Mr. Speak-
er, the team oversaw more than $7.4 
billion, with a b, in infrastructure 
projects, ranging from flood control to 
coastal protection that directly 
strengthened our communities. 

His military service spans decades 
with combat and command roles across 
Iraq, Afghanistan, and the Indo-Pa-
cific, as well as academic service as an 
instructor at West Point. 

Mr. Speaker, his leadership has al-
ways been defined by integrity, cour-
age, and excellence. Our Nation is 
stronger and safer because of dedicated 
men like Colonel Blackmon. As he re-
tires from Active Duty, we honor his 
legacy of military service, unmatched 
professionalism, and his deep love of 
country. 

We thank Colonel Blackmon for his 
selfless sacrifice and faithful service. 
Brenda Gail and I wish him, Lindsay, 
and his family every blessing in retire-
ment. 

God bless him. God bless the United 
States of America. 

f 

HONORING JOE SZAFAROWICZ 
(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Mr. Joe Szafarowicz, a 
true pillar of our northwest Ohio com-
munity. He is an educator, mentor, and 
lifelong advocate for young people. 

For more than five decades, he has 
shaped lives, not just by teaching in 

the classroom but by investing in the 
boundless potential of every child he 
encountered. 

From the halls of St. Agnes Elemen-
tary School to the classrooms of To-
ledo public schools, Mr. Szafarowicz in-
spired generations with his belief that 
every student, no matter their cir-
cumstance, deserved opportunity. 

Even in retirement, he has never 
stopped lifting others up, using art as a 
tool to reach at-risk youth and guiding 
young minds toward hope and purpose. 

His impact is evident in the voices of 
his former students, leaders, public 
servants, and community members who 
credit his encouragement as a turning 
point in their lives. At the end of 
March, those students gathered to cele-
brate Joe’s 80th birthday. 

We, too, celebrate his life of service, 
kindness, and unwavering dedication to 
the future of our region. May his leg-
acy remind us all a great teacher never 
stops teaching, and a great heart never 
stops giving. 

f 

b 1920 

AERIAL FIRE RETARDANT DROPS 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, we are 
heading into the peak of the fire season 
in the West. The last thing California 
and other Western States need is even 
more red tape stopping firefighters 
from doing their jobs. Our State and 
most of the West burns every year. We 
have seen entire towns wiped out time 
and again, people killed, with homes, 
power lines, forests, wildlife gone. 

Now, right when we should be pre-
paring to fight fires faster and smarter, 
environmental extremists are trying to 
ban the aerial fire retardant that the 
aircraft drops onto the fires by drag-
ging them into a Clean Water Act de-
bate. 

This is insane. These airdrops save 
lives using this retardant. It is a well- 
known product, a known product, that 
has had a long time in use. All of a sud-
den they want to sue over it. This prod-
uct helped slow the fires down, giving 
the firefighters a chance to set up and 
stop them from spreading even more to 
tens of thousands more acres. 

We are not talking a theory here. We 
are talking about something that has 
been used in practice, real tools that 
have been used safely for decades. The 
smoke alone from one major wildfire 
does more harm than a targeted retard-
ant drop ever could. 

The PERMIT Act, coming to the 
floor this week, cuts through this bu-
reaucracy, allowing firefighters to 
have this material they need to effec-
tively fight fire. 

f 

ACCESS TO ABORTION CARE 

(Ms. PRESSLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 
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