
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3480 July 21, 2025 
It is appalling that while families 

gathered under fireworks to honor that 
sacrifice, the Trump administration 
was all too quietly forcing thousands of 
patriots from military service. These 
are Americans who have served with 
honor, distinction, and unshakable pa-
triotism. They are brave, honorable, 
and committed patriots who have also 
dared to have the courage to say out 
loud that they are transgender. These 
are qualified, trained, and decorated 
servicemembers. They have deployed 
into combat, flown missions overseas, 
and led troops through danger. 

Now, this administration is telling 
them that despite their qualifications 
and their exemplary quality of service 
that they can no longer serve, simply 
because of how they express their gen-
der. That message is immoral, unfair, 
and un-American. 

I represent Delaware’s at-large dis-
trict, a district that includes thou-
sands, tens of thousands of Active- 
Duty servicemembers, veterans, and 
military families. In our State, service 
isn’t abstract. It is personal. We see 
every single day what honor, dis-
cipline, and sacrifice looks like regard-
less of someone’s gender identity. 

These individuals met the same rig-
orous standards as their peers, the 
same physical exams, screenings, and 
background checks; and in many cases, 
under intense scrutiny, they didn’t just 
meet those standards, they exceeded 
them. 

Trans servicemembers are receiving 
glowing fitness reports and commenda-
tions. One was described by her com-
mander as within the top 5 percent of 
officers I have encountered in 18 years 
of military service. 

Another, an aviator with 60 combat 
missions under her belt, earned the 
strongest possible recommendation for 
promotion, and I quote her commander 
directly, who attested: ‘‘People thrive 
under her leadership.’’ 

A third, a noncommissioned officer 
and instructor, was called undoubtedly 
within the top 5 percent of NCOs I have 
worked with in my 22 years of service. 

In a recent hearing, the Secretary of 
Defense even commended these patri-
ots, only to frantically retract his 
praise when he decided that their being 
transgender, one small part of who 
these soldiers are, somehow out-
weighed their years of proven high per-
formance and service to this country. 
These servicemembers were just dis-
missed by this administration. 

The most powerful aspect of our mili-
tary, the thing that makes it unique 
against our adversaries, is that it is a 
military of the people. In the United 
States, patriotism does not discrimi-
nate. In this country, if you are willing 
to serve, to fight for our core beliefs 
and to meet the standards, then we 
welcome you to stand with us, regard-
less of your race, religion, national ori-
gin, or any other aspect of who you are 
because you are an American, a patriot 
first. 

This decision to remove proven patri-
ots for no justification causes serious 

weakness to our force. It turns away 
proven courage. It wastes billions in 
taxpayer investment, decades of hard- 
earned experience, and is a direct blow 
to readiness because this decision isn’t 
about readiness. It is not about dis-
cipline or merit, and it is certainly not 
about cost. 

It is about exclusion. It is about 
using identity as a wedge to divide and 
distract. It is a cynical politics, not 
sound policy. Our military, which 
should never be a political tool, is pay-
ing the price. 

Across Delaware, from Georgetown 
to Wilmington, I have met transgender 
veterans who served this Nation with 
distinction. Some stepped forward 
while hiding who they were, forced to 
choose between their truth and their 
country. Others served openly when 
policy briefly aligned with principle. 
All of them served with honor. 
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Mr. Speaker, these are Americans 
asking to serve their country and to 
put their last full measure of devotion 
on the line, just like generations before 
them. The least we can do is let them. 

We are not made safer by sidelining 
qualified patriots. We are not made 
stronger by narrowing the ranks of who 
gets to serve. We are not made freer by 
telling brave Americans that their 
truth disqualifies them from service. 

This ban weakens our military. It be-
trays our values. It sends the cruelest 
possible message to some of our most 
dedicated citizens. It says their service 
is unwelcome and that one identity 
matters more than what they have 
done, what they have sacrificed, and 
what they fight for. 

Mr. Speaker, I reject that message. I 
salute every transgender servicemem-
ber. I thank them. I see them. I honor 
them. I will not stop fighting for a 
country that is truly worthy of their 
service. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF THE ALPENA COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE REMOTELY OPERATED 
VEHICLE TEAM 

(Mr. BERGMAN of Michigan was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the extraordinary 
achievements of the Alpena Commu-
nity College which is remotely oper-
ated and located in Alpena, Michigan, 
in the lower peninsula on the Sunrise 
Coast. The college’s team is known as 
the Aquajacks. It is a great name, and 
it tells us right there what they are 
about. 

The Alpena Community College re-
motely operated vehicle team, the 
Aquajacks, proudly represented Michi-
gan’s First Congressional District at 
the 2025 Marine Advanced Technology 
Education ROV World Championship 
hosted in Alpena, Michigan. 

I will digress for just a couple of sec-
onds here on what this team actually 

accomplished. For those who don’t 
know the geography of Michigan, as I 
put my hands up, to those looking at 
me, this hand is the upper peninsula of 
Michigan. This hand is the lower penin-
sula of Michigan. Alpena is located 
right down here in the lower peninsula 
on the shores of Lake Huron. 

Michigan’s First District, which I am 
blessed to represent, encompasses 48.1 
percent of the landmass of Michigan 
and more freshwater and deepwater 
shoreline than any other district in the 
United States. The only singular dis-
trict that has a larger big water shore-
line is Alaska, but that is all saltwater. 
That is the difference. We catch dif-
ferent kinds of fish in those two dif-
ferent kinds of waters. 

What we have in Michigan sur-
rounding the lower peninsula and cap-
ping the northern border of the upper 
peninsula before it transitions into 
Canada is some of the world’s, if not 
the world’s, finest, freshest, deepest, 
and clearest water that is available on 
the face of the Earth. 

We use it for good. We fish in it. We 
farm in it. We experiment in it. We ad-
vance our country and also other coun-
tries in the world through research and 
development, especially when it comes 
to underwater activities, whether it is 
mapping the bottom of the ocean or 
looking at cables and pipelines that go 
from continent to continent. All of 
that education and training on the 
front end is what is happening at 
Alpena Community College in my dis-
trict. 

We see all the smiles and happy faces 
of the team here. They were excited by 
not only competing but also winning 
such a prestigious award. These tal-
ented students, who both live and 
study in northern Michigan, showcased 
remarkable ingenuity, teamwork, and 
technical skills. They earned an im-
pressive third-place finish against 
nearly 80 teams from 22 States and 18 
countries. 

After months of design and testing, 
their ROV successfully completed com-
plex tasks, while the team impressed 
judges with their professional presen-
tations and real-time strategic think-
ing. 

Their performance is a testament to 
Alpena Community College’s commit-
ment to hands-on STEM education. I 
commend their mentor, David 
Cummins, and their entire faculty for 
fostering such excellence. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride 
that I recognize the Alpena Commu-
nity College Aquajacks. These students 
not only represent the future of my 
district but also highlight the critical 
role that skilled innovators play in 
strengthening our Nation’s infrastruc-
ture and advancing our national secu-
rity. 

f 

IMPROVING COMMUNITY ZIP 
CODES 

(Mr. COURTNEY of Connecticut was 
recognized to address the House for 5 
minutes.) 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 08:34 Jul 22, 2025 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K21JY7.003 H21JYPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 L
A

P
8L

Y
D

4G
3P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3481 July 21, 2025 
Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, this 

week we are going to be taking up leg-
islation on H.R. 672, an act to establish 
new ZIP Codes for certain commu-
nities. 

This measure is aimed at fixing prob-
lems in about eight communities all 
across the country where the post of-
fice’s ZIP Code allocation system has 
just completely fragmented these 
towns and cities because of the pro-
liferation of ZIP Codes that have oc-
curred and been implemented in some 
of these towns. 

It is a bipartisan bill. I am one of the 
bipartisan cosponsors. I represent one 
of those towns, which is Scotland, Con-
necticut, in eastern Connecticut. 

Scotland, Connecticut, is a commu-
nity that was established back in the 
1700s. It was incorporated in the 1800s. 
It is a small town. The last census was 
1,576 people. There are 625 residents in 
the town. 

Mr. Speaker, it is almost hard for 
people to believe me when I tell them 
this, but it has six ZIP Codes in a com-
munity with 1,500 people. It creates 
havoc in terms of people doing their or-
dinary business through the post office. 

First Selectman Dana Barrow of the 
town of Scotland described in a letter 
to the House Committee on Oversight 
and Reform: 

‘‘Due to the town’s ZIP Code configu-
ration, Scotland residents face daily 
frustration with packages being mis-
delivered, service providers being un-
able to find their properties, and dig-
ital ordering or registration systems 
refusing to accept their address infor-
mation. But the issue goes beyond in-
convenience. People have paid taxes to 
the wrong town and sent their children 
to the wrong schools. Town party com-
mittees and voluntary associations 
cannot effectively reach residents by 
mail. Public health statistics seriously 
understate the burden of disease in our 
town, and other survey data also mis-
represent us. A high percentage of ab-
sentee ballot applications that we were 
required by law to send out . . . were 
returned—not because the people 
weren’t in town, but because the USPS 
computer scanning system rejected 
their addresses. The situation is clear-
ly damaging to us individually and as a 
community.’’ 

What this bill does is it just simply 
says for Scotland and a number of 
other communities that have been 
identified by the community that basi-
cally we are going to unify a ZIP Code 
for those communities so they don’t 
have to, again, experience what Scot-
land First Selectman Dana Barrow de-
scribed. 

Last night, the post office actually 
sent out a letter of opposition to the 
bill to all Members of the House Cham-
ber. They actually had the nerve to say 
that passage of this bill would signifi-
cantly degrade mail service in the af-
fected communities. 

Mr. Speaker, it is hard to imagine 
how the mail service for the people of 
the town of Scotland could be any 

worse than the situation that exists 
today where they have six ZIP Codes 
for a population of 1,500 people. 

Luckily, we have Members of Con-
gress like the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. DIAZ-BALART) who chairs the com-
mittee and who is bringing the bill out 
later this week. He has the common 
sense to understand that the post office 
needs to get their act together and go 
into a very finite and manageable num-
ber of communities and aggregate the 
ZIP Codes so that people, again, can 
get the services they rely on. 

I am a strong supporter of the post 
office. It is in the Constitution. It is 
mandated we have a Postal Service in 
this country. People depend on it to 
get their medications, to get important 
documents, and to receive their month-
ly Social Security payments. 

To have a dysfunctional system that 
is completely self-inflicted and man- 
made because of the organization of 
the post office is just unacceptable. 

Mr. Speaker, again, despite the post 
office’s somewhat hysterical, out-of- 
touch opposition that they announced 
last night, I am here on the floor to 
publicly call on all my colleagues to 
join Mr. DIAZ-BALART from the Repub-
lican side, myself from the Democratic 
side, and a host of other cosponsors to 
get this modest and obviously com-
monsense bill passed and sent to the 
Senate and then to the President’s 
desk. 

f 
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SUPPORTING PAWS IN MOTION 

(Mr. BEAN of Florida was recognized 
to address the House for 5 minutes.) 

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
when danger strikes, it is not just 
about boots on the ground. It is about 
paws in motion. 

Today, I rise in defense of those who 
cannot speak for themselves but serve 
our Nation with unmatched loyalty, 
discipline, and courage. I am talking 
about canines and horses that serve our 
law enforcement officers on the front 
line every single day. 

From narcotics detection to crowd 
control, search and rescue to border pa-
trol, these animals are more than side-
kicks. They are trusted teammates, 
and just like their human handlers, 
they face real threats, danger, and con-
sequences. 

That is why, today, I am introducing 
the Leo K9 Protection Act, a straight-
forward bill to strengthen the penalties 
for those who assault or injure these 
animals in the line of duty. 

I am proud to champion the Leo K9 
Protection Act alongside the dedicated 
team at K9s United, whose tireless ad-
vocacy ensures that our service ani-
mals are treated not just as tools but 
as heroes. 

Under my legislation, the Federal 
penalty will be up to 15 years when 
someone uses a deadly weapon to harm 
a Federal police animal. In addition, 
this legislation will expand the Federal 

statute to apply to any State, county, 
or local police animal assisting a Fed-
eral agency. 

The effort is not just symbolic. It is 
timely and necessary. Last year, 21 po-
lice canines made the ultimate sac-
rifice in the line of duty, including K9 
Leo of Marion County, Florida, who 
the bill is named after and who is pic-
tured right beside me. 

Mr. Speaker, these animals run to-
ward danger, not away from it. We owe 
them far more than a belly rub or a 
scratch behind the ears. Mr. Speaker, 
they fight for us. Now, it is our turn to 
fight for them. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this critical legislation. 

f 

TAKING ON WNBA 

(Ms. CRAIG of Minnesota was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Ms. CRAIG. Mr. Speaker, soon, the 
Minnesota Lynx will play the New 
York Liberty at home in Minneapolis. 

As some Minnesotans may remember, 
I made a friendly wager with a New 
York Member of Congress last year at 
the beginning of the Minnesota Lynx- 
New York Liberty WNBA final series. 
That bet included that I would don a 
Liberty jersey and give a speech con-
gratulating them from here on the 
House floor if they won the series. I 
would have, but I won’t. Why won’t I? 
Because the truth is that Minnesota 
didn’t lose game five. 

I was there in New York. The Liberty 
didn’t win. The WNBA gave it to them. 

Let’s stop pretending that what hap-
pened in game five of the WNBA finals 
was just a bad call. It wasn’t. 

The Minnesota Lynx clawed their 
way through the playoffs. They defied 
the odds. They outworked every team 
and every narrative. In the final sec-
onds of a championship game, on the 
biggest stage, they didn’t get out-
played. They got erased. 

Even from the House floor, right here 
in the Chamber, I can hear the New 
York fans protesting, but I know them 
well enough from Madison Square Gar-
den that night to know that if this had 
happened to them, their outrage would 
be the same with much more colorful 
language. 

A phantom foul, five seconds left, 
Alanna Smith playing legal defense on 
Breanna Stewart, who, let’s be honest, 
is the league’s marketing golden girl. 
The contact? It was embellished, mar-
ginal at worst, but the whistle blew. 
The game and the title were handed to 
New York on a silver platter. 

When the Lynx challenged the call, 
the officials reviewed themselves. The 
same people who made the call decided 
to stand by it. 

That is not accountability. That is 
the system protecting itself. That is 
the fix being called in. 

Meanwhile, Napheesa Collier, the 
heart of the Lynx, an All-Star, a force 
in the paint, didn’t shoot a single free 
throw the entire game. Now, tell me, 
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