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A few days later, I heard back from
her. She said: You were right. It is in
the bill. My son will still be protected.

That was a really happy day for me
because people were seeing the true
story. They were moving beyond some
of the bogus headlines and to the truth.
We owe it to those folks who are vul-
nerable to take care of them. We are a
just and civil society that shows com-
passion, especially for folks who are in
need.

When you read the bill closely on
pages 630 to 633, it outlines: If you are
a senior in a nursing home, you are
protected; if you are a child of low-in-
come parents, you are protected; if you
are a pregnant woman, you are pro-
tected. Those are important items. We
made those promises to our most vul-
nerable.

We also sent a very clear message
that if you are able-bodied, get out
there and work, be a part of the Amer-
ican Dream, the American experience,
and make sure that we are all playing
on a level playing field.

We were recently at a hotel. Can you
imagine if you walked into a place, you
had to pay the full freight for that
hotel room, and someone else who
made the exact same amount of money
didn’t have to pay a dime because they
either lied on the application or maybe
they no longer did a check to verify
what their income was? That is not
fair.

However, the good news is that with
this new bill, there are incentives to
get back into the workplace. The latest
numbers that came out indicate 10 mil-
lion Americans are going to be going
back to work. The odds are they will
actually get health insurance paid for
by their employer or, because they are
earning more money, they can afford
to do so.

That is the American Dream. It is
not to be a ward of the State. It is to
live the American Dream. It is to be on
this Earth because God wanted us to be
active members in our community, not
a ward of the State. These are com-
monsense ideas in which jobs matter
and dignity matters. That is what we
did in this bill.

The other overwhelming rhetoric I
kept hearing over and over is, this is
somehow a big tax cut for the rich.
Again, for those people who don’t
know, the tax rate for the wealthiest
Americans did not change. I want to
make sure that it echoes through the
next few years, that they recognize the
folks who are working and happen to
be earning the most money will stay at
the same exact tax rate.

What we did do is help out folks who
were hardest hit the last 4 years by
higher prices: grocery stores, res-
taurants, their rent, and of course gas-
oline. Those were all up 20 and 30 per-
cent, and people were hurting. There
was no tax relief in 2021 or 2022. Now,
they are saying suddenly they want to
give tax relief to the middle class.

They had the trifecta back in 2021
and 2022. They chose to do nothing. We
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stepped up and said: If you earn tips, if
you earn overtime, especially if you
work for a lifetime and you earn Social
Security, we are going to give you a
tax cut. Some of those, in fact, are ret-
roactive. That is real money in people’s
pockets. We are moving this country
forward.

I am happy to be a part of the One
Big Beautiful Bill Act to back up what
we talked about on the campaign trail
and to have a leader in our President
who is willing to put it all on the line
for people who are in an unfortunate
situation. That is the American
Dream, and that is why I am proud to
support this bill.

I can’t wait until a year from now
when they see some of the mistruths
that were stated on this floor come to
reality, that we protected the most
vulnerable, stimulated and grew this
economy, and really took on the status
quo in Washington, D.C.

———

CONGRATULATING LARRY
HASKELL ON HIS RETIREMENT

(Mr. BAUMGARTNER of Washington
was recognized to address the House for
5 minutes.)

Mr. BAUMGARTNER. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize and honor
Larry Haskell, Spokane County Pros-
ecuting Attorney, who recently an-
nounced his retirement after more
than a decade of dedicated service.

Larry’s career is a testament to true
public service. Before serving as a pros-
ecutor, he was a B-1 and B-52 pilot in
the U.S. Air Force and a lieutenant
colonel who answered the call to duty
after 9/11, serving bravely in Operations
Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom.

After retiring from the military in
2005, Larry returned to Spokane to con-
tinue his work in the prosecuting at-
torney’s office, where he was elected in
2014 and has since dedicated himself to
justice in our community.

Over the years, Larry has tackled
some of the toughest cases—murder,
assaults, gun crimes, gangs, witness in-
timidation—always with integrity and
unwavering commitment to public
service.

Larry once said that being elected to
his office was one of the greatest hon-
ors of his life, and it is clear he poured
his heart and soul into this work. He
also showed wisdom and humility,
knowing when it is time to pass the
torch.

As Larry steps into retirement, I
thank him for his courage, dedication,
and service, both in uniform and in the
courtroom. Spokane County and our
entire region owe Larry Haskell a debt
of gratitude.

I congratulate Larry on a job well
done and wish him all the best in his
next chapter.

FIREFIGHTERS RUN TOWARD DANGER

Mr. BAUMGARTNER. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today with a heavy heart not just
to speak but to mourn, to honor, and to
demand that we never grow numb to
the unimaginable loss suffered by those
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who dedicate their lives to protecting
ours.

Every day, nearly 1 million volunteer
and career firefighters across our coun-
try suit up, knowing they may not re-
turn home. They run toward danger
when many others run away.

They give up holidays, time with
their children, and nights of sleep so
we can live safely.

Today, I rise to honor three of them,
three men from the Coeur d’Alene Fire
Department and Kootenai County Fire
& Rescue who answered the call of duty
and paid the price for their courage in
an act of senseless and evil violence.
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Mr. Speaker, Battalion Chiefs John
Morrison and Frank Harwood were not
only respected leaders in the fire serv-
ice, they were pillars of the Coeur
d’Alene community. They were proud
husbands, fathers, and friends. They
were the kind of men who showed up
before anyone asked, who did the work
no one saw, and who led not with titles
but with strength and humility.

Gabe Eckert, president of Local 710,
recalled his last memory with John
Morrison. They were just two men on
the patio, quietly drinking beers and
talking about their dads.

That is who these men were, con-
stantly striving to serve the public and
the people closest to them. We lost
more than firefighters. We lost role
models.

Engineer David Tysdal was also criti-
cally injured in the attack. He has now
endured three major surgeries. By
God’s grace, he is steadily recovering.
If he is listening today, we encourage
David to stay strong. He carries the
prayers of gratitude of a nation with
him.

Mr. Speaker, this violence was not
just a tragedy. It was an outrage. An
attack on these men was an attack on
the very fabric of our community. That
anyone would target them with such
brutality should chill us to the bone.

The deaths of John Morrison and
Frank Harwood and the injury of David
Tysdal are a devastating reminder of
the cost of service.

To the loved ones mourning these
brave men, no words will ever be
enough. May they find comfort in
knowing their courage echoes far be-
yond Coeur d’Alene.

———————

CONGRATULATING MILITARY
ACADEMY APPOINTEES

(Mr. SUBRAMANYAM of Virginia was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to congratulate 37 outstanding stu-
dents in my district who accepted ap-
pointments to the Nation’s military
academies. They just reported last
week, and these are incredibly impres-
sive young men and women.

My district, Virginia’s 10th, has an
incredibly competitive process and
nominates the most number of people
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to military academies of any district
in the country.

These young men and women were
able to get through our rigorous
progress by demonstrating leadership,
patriotism, and a commitment to serv-
ice.

We thank the students for their dedi-
cation, their courage, and their will-
ingness to answer the call. We look for-
ward to seeing the incredible impact
they will have as future leaders of our
Armed Forces.

MEDICAID PAPERWORK RED TAPE

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker,
we keep hearing the same thing about
the big, ugly bill the President signed
last week. We hear we are Kkeeping
Medicaid for the people who need it and
only kicking off able-bodied people.
This is simply not true.

These cuts to people’s benefits are a
little sneaky. It is not a work require-
ment. It is a paperwork requirement.
They want to inundate people who need
Medicaid as a lifeline with paperwork
that will be difficult for them to do.

These are folks with health issues,
folks on Medicaid with disabilities,
mothers and fathers with multiple jobs
and kids, or without access to reliable
broadband in a few cases.

The red tape imposed on Medicaid by
this bill isn’t meant to be a flaw. It is
the whole point. That is why they have
pushed it forward past the next elec-
tion.

We have seen this before. In Arkan-
sas and Georgia, they promised to save
taxpayer money with ‘“‘work require-
ments.”” All they did was kick people
off who actually needed it the most.
Unemployment rates didn’t go up.
Why? Many people on Medicaid are al-
ready working.

Who is better at paperwork? Is it
someone on disability who Medicaid
was intended for or someone who wants
to defraud the system?

Most of the waste, fraud, and abuse
in Medicaid is actually from providers
and not from the folks who need it. No,
the real fraud is this paperwork re-
quirement. We need to get rid of it.

CONCERN FOR EDUCATIONAL FUNDING

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today out of deep concern for stu-
dents across Virginia and the country.
Right now, this administration is with-
holding nearly $7 billion in congres-
sionally approved education funding.

This is money meant for public
schools. These fund after-school pro-
grams, teacher training, literacy train-
ing, and more. Without warning, the
administration froze them. The result
has been delays and potential cuts and
layoffs. School districts, including the
ones that I represent, are now scram-
bling to fill unexpected budget gaps.

I have heard directly from educators
in my district whose jobs will be on the
line and whose students risk losing
vital support if this funding isn’t re-
stored.

It is our students who will pay the ul-
timate price, but it doesn’t stop there.
The Department of Education has been
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painfully slow to respond to those
seeking help.

My constituents have been waiting
for months for the Public Service Loan
Forgiveness that they are owed. Others
have been placed on incorrect student
loan payment plans and subjected to
poor treatment from loan providers.
They are left frustrated and financially
strained.

The administration must release K-
12 funding and allow the Department of
Education to continue their work. Our
students deserve better than this waste
and red tape.

CONGRATULATING MADISON WHITBECK

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker,
congratulations to former Ms. Loudoun
County, now Ms. Virginia, Madison
Whitbeck.

Madison is a proud graduate of River-
side High School in Loudoun County
where she cultivated a love for the
arts. Madison will spend the year trav-
eling to over 70 elementary schools,
teaching students curriculum on mak-
ing health choices relating to drugs
and alcohol.

She will begin her work on the Arts
for All initiative, as well, seeking to
expand access to the arts for students
across the Commonwealth.

Mr. Speaker, we congratulate Madi-
son, and we look forward to seeing all
the great things that she does.

U.S. EMBASSY VISA UNCERTAINTY

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to highlight a concern I have
heard from many constituents about
the delays and uncertainty in the visa
process at U.S. Embassies, particularly
in Islamabad.

Families in my district have cases
stuck in administrative processing
with no clear timeline. These delays
are keeping families apart, creating
needless anxiety and making it impos-
sible to plan for the future.

Just last week, this administration
announced the firings of 1,300 staff at
the State Department. That is 1,100
civil servants and 246 Foreign Service
officers.

While these cuts may not directly
impact those embassy operations, they
are only going to have a domino effect
that is going to hurt every single em-
bassy around the country and around
the world.

At a time of heightened conflict and
global uncertainty, we should invest in
our diplomatic and consular capacities,
not reducing them. I hope that the
work in Islamabad has improved so
that our constituents can be served
better.

—————

CONGRATULATING THE
WATERVILLE HOTEL

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize The
Waterville Hotel, a cherished institu-
tion in Waterville, Pennsylvania, as it
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marks two centuries of service to the
Pine Creek Valley community.

In 1825, Abraham Harris founded
what was then known as the Harris

Hotel, strategically positioned on
Route 44 overlooking Little Pine
Creek.

It quickly became more than a sim-
ple roadside stop. It provided rest, ref-
uge, and warmth for Ilumberjacks,
hunters, fishermen, travelers, and poli-
ticians traversing our rugged Pennsyl-
vania Wilds.

As the logging and lumber industry
flourished in the 19th century, so did
the hotel’s significance. It hosted com-
munity meetings, business affairs, so-
cial gatherings, and even served as a
way station for elected officials, be-
coming an integral part of the region’s
political and civic fabric.

Through wars, Prohibition, economic
strangulation, and the decline of rail,
The Waterville Hotel pressed on. Under
the stewardship of generations, most
notably under Jess and William Smith
from 1933 to 1945, it reinvented itself,
evolving along with its patrons and the
purpose it served, the Pennsylvania
Wilds.

Fast-forward to 2023, when local resi-
dents Jason McConnell and Vanessa
Brown, whose families had roots and
ownership of the adjacent country
store, joined forces with longtime
friend Brad Wyland to revitalize both
the hotel and the restaurant.

Their vision has been rooted in pride
and preservation, honoring family ties
and restoring beloved menu items in-
cluding a throwback menu featuring
The Original Mountain Burger, a cul-
inary emblem of community heritage.

Today, The Waterville Hotel stands
as a vibrant hub, serving hearty fare
from burgers and fries to vegetarian
dishes, complemented by local craft
beers and wines. The interior is filled
with photographs spanning genera-
tions, each snapshot a testament to
traditions, memories, and the moments
shared.

For many, this hotel is far more than
a place to eat or sleep. It is a commu-
nity gathering place. It is their own
Cheers, as longtime staff member Dan
Collar described. It is a place where
locals and visitors alike return year
after year, bound by a shared experi-
ence of belonging.
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The Waterville Hotel serves as a
gateway to the spectacular Pine Creek
Valley, the Pennsylvania Grand Can-
yon, and the Pine Creek Rail Trail.

From summer activities like biking,
hiking, kayaking, and fishing to winter
pursuits such as snowmobiling and
snowshoeing, guests make the hotel
their base for outdoor adventures
throughout the seasons.

As we celebrate 200 years from its
humble origins in 1825 to its enduring
cornerstone status today, we honor not
just a building but a living legacy
woven into the heart of Waterville.

It has cultivated community, sup-
ported local economies, and preserved
a connection across generations.
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