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Importantly, this bill aligns with pa-
rental choice, empowering schools to
offer a wider range of milk options that
mirror what kids enjoy at home. This
is not just about nutrition, it is about
practicality. Low-income children who
rely on school meals for a majority of
their daily dairy intake deserve access
to nutritious and appealing options.

By reintroducing whole and reduced
fat milk to school lunchrooms, we can
combat food waste, support local dairy
farmers, and ensure that our children
are well-fed and ready to learn. This
crucial legislation already has broad
support from the farming community,
school groups, Members across the
aisle, and Senators across the Capitol.

I especially thank my partner on this
legislation here in the House, Dr. KIMm
SCHRIER, as well as my Senate counter-
parts, ROGER MARSHALL, PETER WELCH,
DAVID McCORMICK, and JOHN
FETTERMAN, for joining me in intro-
ducing this commonsense effort.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to introduce
this commonsense solution that pro-
vides essential nutrients to our Na-
tion’s youth and supports America’s
dairy farmers. I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this legislation.

——
O 1045
HONORING RICH KOHNG

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Mrs. RAMIREZ) for 56 minutes.

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, today,
I rise to honor Rich Kohng, assistant
vice president for civic engagement at
Illinois Third’s own North Park Uni-
versity, for his lifelong commitment to
civic justice and civil rights.

Rich’s parents, Roy and Susan, came
to the United States as refugees of the
Korean war and arrived in Chicago
after immigration quotas were re-
moved after the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act of 1965.

Inspired by his family’s commitment
to their faith and service, Rich ob-
tained his master’s in divinity and
began his career at North Park Univer-
sity by coordinating their urban min-
istry program. Nearly 15 years later,
through his leadership at the Center
for Civic Engagement, Rich exemplifies
the transformative power of education
to promote civic engagement and fos-
ter stronger, more connected commu-
nities.

Through initiatives like the Catalyst
program, Rich has created opportuni-
ties for students to engage deeply in
Chicago and with Chicago residents,
learning directly from local leaders of
color and working collaboratively to
address pressing social issues.

Rich’s work reminds us that when
our universities invest in civic engage-
ment, they not only shape the next
generation of leaders, but they are
strengthening the fabric of our very
own communities.

On behalf of Illinois’ Third Congres-
sional District, I commend Rich Kohng
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for his commitment to promoting civic
engagement, his leadership at North
Park University, and his dedication to
live out his faith through public serv-
ice.

HONORING LAURA AVILA-PETERSON

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a dedicated educator
and my constituent from Bensenville,
Illinois, Laura Avila-Peterson.

Laura’s commitment to fostering
civic engagement ensures that her stu-
dents are prepared to be active, in-
formed participants in our democracy.

Laura is an experienced high school
educator specializing in bilingual so-
cial studies and supporting English
language learners at Fenton High
School. Over the past 5 years, she has
taught grades 9 through 12, fostering
inclusive environments that celebrate
the diverse backgrounds of the stu-
dents that she serves. Her dedication to
supporting English language learners is
evident in her tailored approach to
teaching.

I recently had the privilege of meet-
ing Laura and speaking with her bilin-
gual civics class at Fenton High
School. Together, we talked about how
we build a multiracial democracy and
the importance of uplifting students as
they engage in civic life, particularly
by creating multilingual spaces, re-
gardless of their immigration status,
for them to be able to talk about what
they see in the news, how they experi-
ence it, and how they belong in this
country.

On behalf of Illinois’ Third Congres-
sional District, I commend Laura
Avila-Peterson for her dedication to
education and her invaluable contribu-
tions to shaping the next generation of
leaders.

HONORING JOSE ‘‘CHA CHA’’ JIMENEZ AND
RAINBOW COALITION LEGACY

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and the legacy
of Jose ‘‘Cha Cha’ Jimenez, a beloved
community organizer and activist,
founder of the Young Lords, and one of
the architects behind Chicago’s origi-
nal Rainbow Coalition. To this day, the
Rainbow Coalition is remembered as a
powerful model of multiracial unity
and solidarity that continues to inspire
all of us.

Cha Cha was born in Puerto Rico and
eventually moved with his family to
Chicago’s Lincoln Park neighborhood
in the midst of the city’s planned
urban renewal. Today, we would call it
gentrification. Cha Cha and his peers
faced housing and educational dis-
crimination and harassment at the
hands of the police and were motivated
to create the Young Lords street orga-
nization to protect themselves and
their Puerto Rican neighbors.

Under Cha Cha’s leadership, the
Young Lords evolved into a political
organization that hosted free breakfast
programs for children, free community
medical clinics, and other projects of
survival. Through his work, he con-
nected with other activists organizing
in their own low-income communities
across the city.
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On April 4, 1969, Cha Cha co-led an ef-
fort to form the Rainbow Coalition, an
anti-racist, multiracial, working-class
movement uniting the largely Puerto
Rican Young Lords in Lincoln Park,
the Black Panther Party on Chicago’s
South and West Sides, and the Young
Patriots representing poor Appalachian
Whites in the Uptown neighborhood.
These organizations connected after
beginning to understand the shared
conditions they were facing had more
commonality than division, particu-
larly in their largely poor neighbor-
hoods.

Cha Cha, Fred Hampton of the Black
Panthers, and William ‘‘Preacherman’’
Fesperman of the Young Patriots
helped their organizations overcome
their differences and understand the
potential in collaborating to organize
their working-class communities.

Together, the Rainbow Coalition
united these three organizations to co-
operate on projects of survival and
demonstrate solidarity at each other’s
protests and pickets across the city.

In memory of Cha Cha’s passing and
in honor of his contributions to uniting
our community, I commend him and
the leaders of the original Rainbow Co-
alition. May their legacy be a powerful
reminder that we are, in fact, stronger
together.

——————

HONORING ROCKINGHAM COUNTY
ADMINISTRATOR STEPHEN KING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CLINE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor former Rockingham County
Administrator Stephen King on his
well-deserved retirement after a life-
time of public service to Virginia’s
Sixth District.

Stephen earned his degree in civil en-
gineering from the Virginia Military
Institute in Lexington. He went on to
work for the city of Buena Vista as a
civil engineer and worked his way up
to assistant city manager.

From there, he accepted an offer to
become Rockingham County’s director
of public works. He began serving as
deputy county administrator in 2004
and was finally appointed county ad-
ministrator by the board of supervisors
in 2016.

Stephen brought his levelheadedness
and no-nonsense approach to oversee a
period of some of the county’s largest
growth, helping to establish a positive
reputation for Rockingham County as
a great place to live and do business.

Stephen always took care to ac-
knowledge county employees’ hard
work and had a great relationship with
everyone he came in contact with.

I wish him, his wife, Mary, and his
entire family the best as he begins this
new chapter in his life. He is a shining
example of the leadership that every
local government hopes to have.

PROTECTING LIFE

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in support of H.R. 21, the Born-Alive
Abortion Survivors Protection Act.
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The radical left’s policies have led to
an unacceptable reality: abortion on
demand, even up to the point of birth
in some States. This is a profound in-
justice to the most vulnerable among
us, the innocent lives that cannot
speak for themselves.

Every life is precious, Mr. Speaker, a
divine gift from God. Every baby de-
serves the same opportunity for life.
This vital legislation ensures that
those who survive an attempted abor-
tion are not abandoned but instead re-
ceive the full medical attention that
they require.

The Born-Alive Abortion Survivors
Protection Act mandates that doctors
and medical personnel provide imme-
diate lifesaving treatment and guar-
antee that these newborns are admit-
ted to a hospital without delay.

This should not be a partisan issue. It
is a Dbasic acknowledgment of our
shared humanity. We must protect the
most defenseless among us and ensure
that every baby has a fighting chance
at life.

With the new administration, we
have a tremendous opportunity to ad-
vance this critical legislation and
make it a reality.

I will always stand up for those who
cannot stand up for themselves. No
child should be denied their funda-
mental right to life or the vital care
they need to survive. Every life mat-
ters, and every baby’s life is worth
fighting for.

We must ensure that our laws reflect
our commitment to protecting the
most innocent among us.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the Born-Alive Abortion Sur-
vivors Protection Act.

——————

CELEBRATING CUYAHOGA VALLEY
NATIONAL PARK 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Mrs. SYKES) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise to celebrate the 50th anniversary
of Cuyahoga Valley National Park.

While most people don’t equate na-
tional parks with metropolitan areas
and sprawling suburbs, Ohio’s 13th Con-
gressional District is proud to be the
home of the Nation’s most beautiful
landscape, which is the Cuyahoga Val-
ley National Park.

In 1974, Congress created the Cuya-
hoga Valley National Park, as some of
the land was designated as parkland,
but it was with the leadership of
former Congressman Ralph Regula,
who slipped a few words into an appro-
priations bill in the year 2000, that it
was ultimately signed into law by
President Bill Clinton. The few words
that he slipped in said that they were
going to redesignate the Cuyahoga Val-
ley National Recreation Area to the
Cuyahoga Valley National Park.

In the 50 years since the park was es-
tablished, staff and volunteers in our
community have worked hard to renew
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this natural and cultural resource for
generations to come.

The park is a vibrant landscape that
is enjoyed by many all across the coun-
try each year. The park permanently
preserves 33,000 acres of beautiful for-
ests, portions of the Ohio & Erie Canal,
and parts of the Cuyahoga River.

The Cuyahoga Valley National Park
is one of Ohio’s natural treasures,
drawing 3 million visitors each year,
making it the ninth-most visited park
in America.

The Cuyahoga Valley National Park
is unique. As I said before, it sits be-
tween the urban areas of AKkron and
Cleveland, but stepping into the park
makes you feel like you are a world
away from the hustle and bustle of
urban life.

The winding Cuyahoga River gives
way to deep forests, rolling hills, and
open farmland. Some of the park’s
trails also connect to the Buckeye
Trail, which connects all four corners
of our great State.

As the only national park in the
State of Ohio, it offers residents and
tourists alike an opportunity to recon-
nect with nature, boost their physical
and mental health, and explore our re-
gion’s rich natural history.

This anniversary would not have
been possible without the dedicated
community members, park staff, rang-
ers, volunteers, and tourists who have
protected, preserved, and visited this
invaluable resource for over 50 years.
Mr. Speaker, I thank them for all they
do on behalf of Ohio’s 13th Congres-
sional District.

Once again, congratulations to the
Cuyahoga Valley National Park com-
munity on its 50th anniversary, and I
look forward to more anniversaries to
come.

————

ENHANCE PENALTIES FOR AS-
SAULTS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, the par-
dons this week of violent felons who at-
tacked our Capitol, injuring 174 of our
Capitol Police, were a sacrilege against
our Republic and our Constitution.
Their actions were an affront on de-
cency and a violent attack on the rule
of law.

Americans nationwide are outraged.
Mr. Speaker, 140 law enforcement offi-
cers were assaulted and 174 sustained
injuries. Officer Brian Sicknick died.

Those who engage in violence against
law enforcement officers must be held
accountable to the fullest extent of the
law.

I will soon introduce the Brian
Sicknick Heroic Law Enforcement Offi-
cers Protection Act. This bill aims to
strengthen penalties for those who as-
sault law enforcement officers on Fed-
eral property. It provides enhanced
support for officers injured in the line
of duty.
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This legislation is named in honor of
U.S. Capitol Police Officer Brian
Sicknick. He tragically lost his life in
the line of duty defending this Capitol
on January 6, 2021. His selfless service
and ultimate sacrifice will never be
forgotten.

My legislation will include enhanced
penalties for assaults on law enforce-
ment officers for individuals who as-
sault officers on Federal property, with
potential sentences including life im-
prisonment.

It will include improved health bene-
fits for officers. It will guarantee full
health benefits throughout their serv-
ice and retirement and for those in-
jured in the line of duty, including the
140 officers assaulted and 174 injured on
January 6, 2021.

As one Member who was held against
her will in this Capitol on January 6,
2021, I can guarantee you this bill de-
serves swift passage.

Additionally, it will provide en-
hanced support for injured officers by
providing eligible officers with access
to necessary protective services.

The brave men and women of law en-
forcement put their lives on the line
every day to protect our communities
and our Nation. This legislation is a
necessary step toward honoring their
service. It will ensure that they have
the support they deserve and that the
United States of America reveres them
and the rule of law to which they dedi-
cate their lives.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 58
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. STRONG) at noon.

———

PRAYER

Reverend Judy Malana, United
States Navy, Joint Congressional Com-
mittee on Inaugural Ceremonies Staff,
Washington, D.C., offered the following
prayer:

Almighty God, You are the creator
and sustainer of all life, the God of new
beginnings, and because of this, we
humbly invoke Your presence among
us here this afternoon inside the
United States Capitol, the people’s
House.

Dear Lord, may those of the House of
Representatives be faithful stewards of
the higher purpose of their calling.
Grant them discerning hearts of wis-
dom, as they work together in a spirit
of unity, to carry out the promises of
our Constitution and our enduring de-
mocracy.
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