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We can see from the publicly avail-

able satellite imagery that the bombs 
at Fordow, for example, entered the 
fortified mountain location exactly 
where intended. 

The Fordow Fuel Enrichment Plant 
is buried 300 feet below ground. We 
can’t see inside the mountain to know 
with certainty whether the GBU–57s 
‘‘obliterated’’ the FFEP or not. 

That is what makes the leaked report 
so concerning and why it is so impor-
tant for the administration to give 
Members of Congress the full details in 
a classified setting. 

Canceling or even delaying the brief-
ing is completely unacceptable and a 
failure of your duties and responsibil-
ities to this body. 

Mr. Speaker, the stakes could not be 
higher. 

For more than 40 years, Iran has 
threatened its neighbors, threatened 
Israel, the United States, and the 
world. Under the Ayatollahs, Iran has 
been the largest state sponsor of terror 
in the world. It has financed, trained, 
and directed Hezbollah, Hamas, Pales-
tinian Islamic jihad, and the Houthis. 
For the last 30 years, Iran has marched 
forward in the pursuit of nuclear weap-
ons, all while chanting: ‘‘Death to 
Israel, death to America.’’ 

Let me state the obvious: Iran must 
never be allowed to have nuclear weap-
ons, ever. 

President Trump’s decision to unilat-
erally withdraw from the JCPOA in 
2018 enabled Iran to advance forward in 
its nuclear program to the point that 
the regime was weeks, if not days, from 
having sufficient enriched uranium for 
multiple nuclear bombs. 

Some have assessed that Iran could 
have built up to 10 nuclear bombs with-
in a few months or even a few weeks. 
The worry, after the IAEA report 
issued 2 weeks ago declaring Iran was 
no longer in compliance with the Nu-
clear Nonproliferation Treaty, was 
that the regime may have decided to do 
exactly that. 

I just returned from visiting Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, and the United Arab 
Emirates with colleagues, both Demo-
crat and Republican. All these coun-
tries recognize that a nuclear-armed 
Iran poses an existential threat to 
their futures, and of course to Israel, as 
well as the United States and Europe, 
so I support the U.S. efforts to stop 
Iran’s march to a nuclear weapon. 

However, we cannot permanently end 
Iran’s nuclear programs without a ne-
gotiated agreement, without inspectors 
on the ground, without Iran agreeing 
to reverse course. We must perma-
nently block every path to a nuclear 
weapon that Iran might have. 

The 12-day war over the skies of Iran 
and Israel has certainly weakened 
Iran’s program, but we don’t know 
without a classified briefing if it has 
obliterated it, if it has defeated it. 

In fact, we don’t know the full extent 
of the damage to the program. How 
much of the more than 600 kilograms of 
highly enriched uranium was Iran able 

to hide? How many centrifuges remain 
intact and operational? How easily can 
Iran replace the nuclear scientists 
eliminated by Israel? Was Fordow, as 
claimed, obliterated, or slightly dam-
aged and easily repaired? 

Again, Mr. Speaker, we didn’t get the 
briefing. This is unacceptable. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will remind the gentleman that 
it is unacceptable for a Member to at-
tempt to involve the neutral presiding 
officer as part of the debate. Such con-
duct undermines this House, the goal 
of impartial, analytic consistency in 
presiding that is required of a Member 
serving as Chair. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LORI STEVERMER 

(Mr. FINSTAD of Minnesota was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. FINSTAD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize my friend and fellow 
Minnesota farmer, Lori Stevermer, 
who recently completed a successful 
term as president of the National Pork 
Producers Council. 

Lori has dedicated her career to ad-
vocating for Minnesota’s pork pro-
ducers. In addition to raising pigs with 
her husband, Dale, on their farm near 
Easton, Minnesota, Lori served 9 years 
on the executive board of the Min-
nesota Pork Producers Association, in-
cluding 2 years as president, and on 
various State and national commit-
tees. 

The time and effort she invests on be-
half of not only Minnesota pork pro-
ducers but all American pork producers 
has helped shape a better business cli-
mate, expand American producers’ 
market access, and promote the bene-
fits of pork to a wide audience. 

Lori often says: ‘‘The world is run by 
the people who show up.’’ And show up 
she does. Lori has made countless trips 
to Washington, as well as all across the 
country and internationally, to advo-
cate for her fellow pork producers. 

I thank Lori for her years of relent-
less dedication and leadership, and con-
gratulate her on a successful year as 
president of the National Pork Pro-
ducers Council. 

f 
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CONGRATULATING VIRGINIA’S 
10TH DISTRICT CONGRESSIONAL 
AWARD MEDALISTS 

(Mr. SUBRAMANYAM of Virginia was 
recognized to address the House for 5 
minutes.) 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to congratulate the winners of this 
year’s Congressional Award medalists 
from Virginia’s 10th District. These 
young men and women put in 400-plus 
hours of volunteer work and 200-plus 
hours of personal development, as well 
as 200-plus hours of personal fitness ac-
tivities. 

The winners of the Congressional 
Award’s gold medal this year are 

Sabrina Lu of Riverside High School, 
who designed handmade cards and 
spread cancer awareness; Jason 
Jayanth of Academies of Loudoun and 
John Champe High School, who tutored 
students and volunteered at animal 
shelters while also playing on the bas-
ketball team; and Caitlyn Murphy, a 
sophomore at James W. Robinson Sec-
ondary School, who swam, played vio-
lin, and created and delivered more 
than 800 cards for seniors in local re-
tirement homes. 

I congratulate these very accom-
plished young individuals on their Con-
gressional Award gold medals, and I 
thank them for their service. 

CELEBRATING GAINESVILLE HIGH SCHOOL 
BASEBALL TEAM 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, I 
also rise today to recognize the Gaines-
ville High School baseball team’s his-
toric State championship victory. 

In just their fourth season—they 
have only been a high school for 4 
years—the Cardinals won their first 
State title, capping off the season with 
a 23–5 record. 

The championship game itself came 
down to the wire. With two outs and 
the tying run in scoring position, the 
Cardinals recorded the final out and 
sealed the win. 

I congratulate Gainesville High 
School on its historic championship- 
winning season and on all the hard 
work and hustle along the way. 
MAKING FEDERAL GOVERNMENT COST-EFFICIENT 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, 
one of the things I get asked is why the 
Federal Government can’t be as fast 
and cost-efficient as the private sector. 

Take a pen like this. If you are try-
ing to buy a lot of them in the private 
sector, you can just go to Staples and 
Amazon to purchase them right there, 
really quickly, and for a pretty good 
cost. 

In the public sector, there are a lot of 
rules and regulations in place to buy 
things like pens or staples. It is even 
harder to do this with technology tools 
that can help people get their Social 
Security payments faster, renew pass-
ports, or help people access Medicare 
or Medicaid. 

That is why I am introducing the bi-
partisan FIT Procurement Act today 
with my colleague Congressman 
BURLISON. The FIT Procurement Act 
would raise cost caps and allow the 
Federal Government to buy more inno-
vative tools without going through the 
needless bureaucracy. 

What we are trying to do is help 
agencies not have to jump through so 
many hoops to get innovative tools to 
help people and help them serve people. 
It will make it easier, as well, for small 
businesses to sell to the Federal Gov-
ernment. 

Our bill makes commonsense fixes 
that we can all support on both sides of 
the aisle. I look forward to working 
with my colleagues to pass this bill 
that will save American taxpayers 
money, support small businesses, and 
spur economic innovation. 
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RECOGNIZING LOUDOUN WILDLIFE CONSERVANCY 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the Loudoun 
Wildlife Conservancy as it celebrates 30 
years of service to our community. 

An organization initially founded by 
3 individuals has now grown to over 600 
volunteers. The conservancy has led 
the charge on habitat conservation, en-
vironmental education, and advocacy 
in Loudoun County, everything from 
stream monitoring to bird and animal 
counting. 

The Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy 
reminds us that conservation isn’t just 
about nature. It is about community, 
resilience, and quality of life. I know 
my wife and I are big fans and sup-
porters of them. 

I congratulate Loudoun Wildlife Con-
servancy on all its years of service to 
the community, and I thank all the 
volunteers. 

f 

CONGRATULATING HIGH SCHOOL 
ATHLETES FROM WISCONSIN’S 
SEVENTH DISTRICT 

(Mr. TIFFANY of Wisconsin was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. TIFFANY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the high school 
athletes from Wisconsin’s Seventh Dis-
trict who competed in the State cham-
pionships during the 2025 spring sports 
season. 

During the individual State boys’ 
golf tournament, Drake Card of Hudson 
and Tucker Johnson of Neillsville took 
home the Division One and Division 
Three State titles, respectively. 

For girls’ track and field, Maci Heise, 
Ciara Hartman, Elletta Uddin, Kelly 
Fern, and Iszy Sonnentag took home 
titles in their individual events, while 
the Cameron and Bloomer girls’ relay 
teams won first place in their respec-
tive relays. 

On the same day, the Marathon High 
School boys’ track team took first 
overall, going against 50 teams. 

Additionally, boys’ track and field 
athletes Samuel Hebert, Lucas Hansen, 
Gage Mika, Brady Thompson, Taylor 
Karcz, Ashton Clark, Kyle Schreiner, 
and Chris Marcell won titles in their 
individual events, while the Marathon 
boys’ relay team took home first place 
in the 4-by-400 relay. 

I congratulate each of these State 
champions and their coaches. Keep up 
the hard work, and enjoy your summer. 

f 

INVESTING IN BIOMEDICAL 
RESEARCH 

(Mr. DESAULNIER of California was 
recognized to address the House for 5 
minutes.) 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of our Nation’s 
investments in biomedical research 
through the National Institutes of 
Health and the National Cancer Insti-
tute. 

The research that is conducted 
through NIH and NCI improves health 

outcomes, creates jobs, and furthers 
our global leadership in biomedical re-
search and innovation. 

I am proud to have been a consistent 
supporter of funding for these institu-
tions, having visited both institutions 
in Bethesda and around this country. 

NIH is the largest public funding 
source of biomedical research world-
wide, with a current budget of $47.7 bil-
lion. Similarly, NCI is the largest pub-
lic funder of cancer research in the 
world, with a current budget of $7.22 
billion. 

NCI was created by a Republican 
President, Richard Nixon, as his war on 
cancer, which has been phenomenally 
successful. 

NIH funding attracts top talent from 
across the country and, indeed, the 
globe to help make our biomedical re-
search industry the best by far in the 
world, an accomplishment Americans 
should be incredibly proud of. 

As a survivor of chronic lymphocytic 
leukemia, stage IV, the work that goes 
on at the National Cancer Institute is 
of personal importance to me and ap-
proximately 20 million American can-
cer survivors. We are alive today be-
cause of innovations in medicine fund-
ed by taxpayers and the private sector 
in a wonderful public-private partner-
ship. 

Research funded through NCI has un-
doubtedly helped improve health out-
comes. A study published by the Amer-
ican Cancer Society notes that the can-
cer mortality rate has declined 33 per-
cent since 1991. Those are all Ameri-
cans who are living today, like myself. 

When I was diagnosed, my oncologist 
said: You are lucky. Ten years ago, 
with the same diagnosis, I would have 
had to say all we could do was tell you 
to enjoy whatever time you have left. 

Now, because of these investments, I 
am able to live a full life expectancy, 
like many of the other survivors. 

From developing the first chemo-
therapy drug to treat metastatic can-
cer in 1956 to promising new research 
on immunotherapy, NCI-funded re-
search has developed numerous new 
drugs and therapies for cancer. 

While these investments and research 
are good for health outcomes, they are 
also tremendously good for our econ-
omy. In fiscal year 2023, NIH funding 
generated approximately $92.9 billion 
in economic activity. That is a great 
return on investment, Mr. Speaker. 

NIH awards over 80 percent of its an-
nual budget in the form of research 
grants to 2,500 research institutions 
across the country, in red States and 
blue. These grants support the jobs of 
more than 300,000 researchers at insti-
tutions in all 50 States and provide im-
measurable benefits to our local com-
munities, especially local community 
economies. 

I am proud that the area that I rep-
resent, the San Francisco Bay Area in 
northern California, is home to 2 of the 
top 10 recipients of NIH grants, the 
University of California San Francisco 
and Stanford University. UCSF is the 

top public university recipient of NIH 
grants, making the region a leader in 
biomedical research, which benefits the 
economy and individuals like myself. 

The economic benefits are further 
compounded by private investment. In 
2020, private industry as a whole in-
vested $161.8 billion in biomedical re-
search in the U.S. This was allowed be-
cause of the basic research done at NIH 
and NCI. 

Despite these numerous benefits, the 
current administration and many of 
my Republican colleagues are pro-
posing to cut the NIH’s budget by 40 
percent and NCI’s budget by 37 percent. 
That would be a grave mistake for indi-
vidual Americans who will die and 
their families and for our economy. 

While some claim that private indus-
try alone can replace Federal invest-
ment in biomedical research, this just 
isn’t the case. It has been proven over 
decades. The private sector needs this 
public-sector investment for them to 
do many of the drugs and treatments 
that we currently have. This has been 
the case for decades. While some claim 
that this is easily done, there is no 
way. 

Mr. Speaker, the Chinese are invest-
ing billions of dollars to catch up to us 
in this field. We should not lose Amer-
ican leadership. 

f 

AMERICAN ECONOMY GAINING 
MOMENTUM 

(Mr. MEUSER of Pennsylvania was 
recognized to address the House for 5 
minutes.) 

Mr. MEUSER. Mr. Speaker, the 
American economy is gaining momen-
tum, but the independent Federal Re-
serve is, regrettably, not adding the en-
ergy needed to abet this growth poten-
tial. 

After 4 years of inflation caused by 
excessive government spending and an 
all-out assault on U.S. energy, our pri-
vate-sector economy is now in signifi-
cant recovery, and it truly is only the 
beginning. 

Tariffs are realigning supply chains 
here at home. By supply meeting and 
exceeding demand, this will continue 
to lower inflation. 

Additionally, the OBBB makes bonus 
depreciation, the small-business deduc-
tion, and the R&D tax credits perma-
nent, sharpening our competitive edge 
and incentivizing capital investment. 

The table is set for growth. However, 
nearly $1 trillion in annual interest 
payments hang over our heads. 

Here is where the Fed’s actions can 
make an enormous difference. Due to 
the Biden administration’s highly in-
flationary policies, we saw inflation 
soar to over 9 percent, 20 percent over 
the 4-year period. Those policies and 
inflationary rates that came from 
them forced the higher interest rates 
by the Fed to as high as 5.5 percent. 

The recent CPI report, however, has 
inflation at 2.4 percent, and PCE, per-
sonal consumption expenditures, the 
Fed’s favorite indicator, at only 2.1 
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