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TAIWAN NON-DISCRIMINATION ACT 

OF 2025 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 910) to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to pursue more equitable 
treatment of Taiwan at the inter-
national financial institutions, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 910 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Taiwan Non- 
Discrimination Act of 2025’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds as follows: 
(1) As enshrined in its Articles of Agreement, 

the International Monetary Fund (IMF) is de-
voted to promoting international monetary co-
operation, facilitating the expansion and bal-
anced growth of international trade, encour-
aging exchange stability, and avoiding competi-
tive exchange depreciation. 

(2) Taiwan is the 21st largest economy in the 
world and the 10th largest goods trading partner 
of the United States. 

(3) Although Taiwan is not an IMF member, 
it is a member of the World Trade Organization, 
the Asian Development Bank, and the Asia-Pa-
cific Economic Cooperation forum. 

(4) According to the January 2020 Report on 
Macroeconomic and Foreign Exchange Policies 
of Major Trading Partners of the United States, 
published by the Department of the Treasury, 
Taiwan held $471,900,000,000 in foreign ex-
change reserves, more than major economies 
such as India, South Korea, and Brazil. 

(5) According to section 4(d) of the Taiwan 
Relations Act (Public Law 96–8), enacted on 
April 10, 1979, ‘‘Nothing in this Act may be con-
strued as a basis for supporting the exclusion or 
expulsion of Taiwan from continued membership 
in any international financial institution or any 
other international organization.’’. 

(6) Taiwan held membership in the IMF for 9 
years following the recognition of the People’s 
Republic of China (PRC) by the United Nations, 
and 16 Taiwan staff members at the Fund were 
allowed to continue their employment after the 
PRC was seated at the IMF in 1980. As James 
M. Boughton has noted in his Silent Revolution: 
The International Monetary Fund 1979–1989, 
even as the PRC was seated, the United States 
Executive Director to the IMF, Sam Y. Cross, 
expressed support on behalf of the United States 
Government for ‘‘some kind of association be-
tween Taiwan and the Fund’’. 

(7) On September 27, 1994, in testimony before 
the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations re-
garding the 1994 Taiwan Policy Review, then- 
Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and 
Pacific Affairs Winston Lord stated: ‘‘Recog-
nizing Taiwan’s important role in transnational 
issues, we will support its membership in organi-
zations where statehood is not a prerequisite, 
and we will support opportunities for Taiwan’s 
voice to be heard in organizations where its 
membership is not possible.’’. 

(8) The Congress has repeatedly reaffirmed 
support for this policy, including in Public 
Laws 107–10, 107–158, 108–28, 108–235, 113–17, 
and 114–139, and the unanimous House and 
Senate passage of the Taiwan Allies Inter-
national Protection and Enhancement Initiative 
(TAIPEI) Act of 2019. 

(9) In its fact sheet, entitled ‘‘U.S. Relations 
with Taiwan’’, published on August 31, 2018, 
the Department of State asserts: ‘‘The United 
States supports Taiwan’s membership in inter-
national organizations that do not require state-
hood as a condition of membership and encour-

ages Taiwan’s meaningful participation in 
international organizations where its member-
ship is not possible.’’. 

(10) According to the Articles of Agreement of 
the IMF, ‘‘membership shall be open to other 
countries’’, subject to conditions prescribed by 
the Board of Governors of the IMF. 

(11) In the IMF publication ‘‘Membership and 
Nonmembership in the International Monetary 
Fund: A Study in International Law and Orga-
nization’’, Joseph Gold, the then-General Coun-
sel and Director of the Legal Department of the 
IMF, elaborated on the differences between the 
terms ‘‘countries’’ and ‘‘states’’, noting that 
‘‘the word ‘country’ may have been adopted be-
cause of the absence of agreement on the defini-
tion of a ‘state’ ’’ and, with respect to the use of 
‘‘countries’’ and applications for IMF member-
ship, ‘‘the absence of any adjective in the Arti-
cles emphasizes the breadth of the discretion 
that the Fund may exercise in admitting coun-
tries to membership’’. According to Mr. Gold, 
‘‘the desire to give the Fund flexibility in deal-
ing with applications may explain not only the 
absence of any adjective that qualifies ‘coun-
tries’ but also the choice of that word itself’’. 

(12) In his IMF study, Mr. Gold further ob-
serves, ‘‘in the practice of the Fund the concepts 
of independence and sovereignty have been 
avoided on the whole as a mode of expressing a 
criterion for membership in the Fund’’. He con-
tinues, ‘‘Although the Fund usually takes into 
account the recognition or nonrecognition of an 
entity as a state, there are no rules or even in-
formal understandings on the extent to which 
an applicant must have been recognized by 
members or other international organizations 
before the Fund will regard it as eligible for 
membership.’’. In fact, when considering an ap-
plication for membership where the status of an 
applicant may not be resolved, Mr. Gold writes 
‘‘there have been occasions on which the Fund 
has made a finding before decisions had been 
taken by the United Nations or by most members 
or by members with a majority of the total vot-
ing power.’’ Mr. Gold concludes, ‘‘the Fund 
makes its own findings on whether an applicant 
is a ‘country’, and makes them solely for its own 
purposes.’’. 

(13) Although not a member state of the 
United Nations, the Republic of Kosovo is a 
member of both the IMF and the World Bank, 
having joined both organizations on June 29, 
2009. 

(14) On October 26, 2021, Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken issued a statement in support of 
Taiwan’s ‘‘robust, meaningful participation’’ in 
the United Nations system, which includes the 
IMF, the World Bank, and other specialized 
United Nations agencies. Secretary of State 
Blinken noted, ‘‘As the international commu-
nity faces an unprecedented number of complex 
and global issues, it is critical for all stake-
holders to help address these problems. This in-
cludes the 24 million people who live in Taiwan. 
Taiwan’s meaningful participation in the UN 
system is not a political issue, but a pragmatic 
one.’’. He continued, ‘‘Taiwan’s exclusion un-
dermines the important work of the UN and its 
related bodies, all of which stand to benefit 
greatly from its contributions.’’. 

(15) In October 2024, Taiwan announced it 
would seek IMF membership, with the Taipei 
Economic and Cultural Representative Office in 
the United States stating, ‘‘Taiwan’s member-
ship at the IMF would help boost financial re-
silience.’’. 
SEC. 3. SENSE OF THE CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of the Congress that— 
(1) the size, significance, and connectedness of 

the Taiwanese economy highlight the impor-
tance of greater participation by Taiwan in the 
International Monetary Fund, given the pur-
poses of the Fund articulated in its Articles of 
Agreement; and 

(2) the experience of Taiwan in developing a 
vibrant and advanced economy under demo-

cratic governance and the rule of law should in-
form the work of the international financial in-
stitutions, including through increased partici-
pation by Taiwan in the institutions. 
SEC. 4. SUPPORT FOR TAIWAN ADMISSION TO 

THE IMF. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The United States Governor 

of the International Monetary Fund (in this 
section referred to as the ‘‘Fund’’) shall use the 
voice and vote of the United States to vigorously 
support— 

(1) the admission of Taiwan as a member of 
the Fund, to the extent that admission is sought 
by Taiwan; 

(2) participation by Taiwan in regular surveil-
lance activities of the Fund with respect to the 
economic and financial policies of Taiwan, con-
sistent with Article IV consultation procedures 
of the Fund; 

(3) employment opportunities for Taiwan na-
tionals, without regard to any consideration 
that, in the determination of the United States 
Governor, does not generally restrict the em-
ployment of nationals of member countries of 
the Fund; and 

(4) the ability of Taiwan to receive appro-
priate technical assistance and training by the 
Fund. 

(b) UNITED STATES POLICY.—It is the policy of 
the United States not to discourage or otherwise 
deter Taiwan from seeking admission as a mem-
ber of the Fund. 

(c) WAIVER.—The Secretary of the Treasury 
may waive any requirement of subsection (a) for 
up to 1 year at a time on reporting to Congress 
that providing the waiver will substantially pro-
mote the objective of securing the meaningful 
participation of Taiwan at each international 
financial institution (as defined in section 
1701(c)(2) of the International Financial Institu-
tions Act (22 U.S.C. 262r(c)(2))). 

(d) SUNSET.—This section shall have no force 
or effect on the earlier of— 

(1) the date of approval by the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Fund for the admission of Taiwan 
as a member of the Fund; or 

(2) the date that is 10 years after the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 5. TESTIMONY REQUIREMENT. 

In each of the next 7 years in which the Sec-
retary of the Treasury is required by section 
1705(b) of the International Financial Institu-
tions Act to present testimony, the Secretary 
shall include in the testimony a description of 
the efforts of the United States to support the 
greatest participation practicable by Taiwan at 
each international financial institution (as de-
fined in section 1701(c)(2) of such Act (22 U.S.C. 
262r(c)(2))). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BOST). Pursuant to the rule, the gentle-
woman from Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER) 
and the gentleman from California (Mr. 
SHERMAN) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Missouri. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

910, the Taiwan Non-Discrimination 
Act of 2025. I will start by thanking 
Representative KIM for her important 
work on this legislation. 

Following the House’s passage of this 
bill last Congress, Taiwan announced 
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that it would seek membership from 
the International Monetary Fund, or 
IMF. This is a direct result of the gen-
tlewoman’s leadership on the issue, and 
I applaud her for her dedication and 
her efforts. 

Taiwan boasts a resilient and innova-
tion-driven economy powered by its 
high-tech industries, robust financial 
institutions, and dynamic export sec-
tor. 

The island plays a significant role in 
global supply chains, particularly in 
the semiconductor and advanced manu-
facturing sectors. Yet, despite its eco-
nomic strength and proven track 
record of responsible financial govern-
ance, Taiwan continues to be 
marginalized and held to a second-class 
standard by the IMF. 

Make no mistake, Mr. Speaker, Tai-
wan is eligible to join the IMF, and 
U.S. policy has long supported Tai-
wan’s membership in international or-
ganizations whenever possible. Exclud-
ing Taiwan undermines the legitimacy 
and effectiveness of the IMF as a truly 
global institution in an increasingly 
complex world economy. 

The IMF’s core mission involves ad-
vising governments on economic re-
form. What better society can the IMF 
point to when driving home the impor-
tance of good policies. 

Taiwan’s per capital GDP has grown 
more than 35 times larger since the end 
of the Chinese Civil War. The island 
has crucial insights to offer an institu-
tion that seeks to put its borrowers on 
stable footing. It is long overdue for 
Taiwan to receive the recognition and 
representation it rightfully deserves at 
the IMF. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to join me in supporting H.R. 910, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
910, the Taiwan Non-Discrimination 
Act of 2025, sponsored by Representa-
tive KIM from California and cospon-
sored by Representative GREEN of 
Texas. 

H.R. 910 requires the United States to 
advocate for Taiwan’s membership and 
participation in the International Mon-
etary Fund, also known as the IMF. 

Taiwan is currently seeking to join 
the IMF, and I believe we should sup-
port this effort. 

The IMF was formed in 1944 to en-
courage economic cooperation and sta-
bility after World War II. Today, the 
IMF offers technical assistance related 
to sustainable economic growth and an 
international reserve to provide liquid-
ity, among other services it provides to 
its member states. It is an essential in-
stitution for security and cooperation 
on global economic matters. 

Taiwan has a big impact in the 
world: vibrant culture, delicious food, 
and a highly-educated population. Tai-
wan is also an essential economic and 
trade partner of the United States and 
so many other countries around the 
world. 

According to the World Trade Orga-
nization, Taiwan was the 16th largest 
exporter and the 21st largest merchan-
dise importer in 2023. Those exports, es-
pecially for information and commu-
nications technology products, make 
Taiwan a critical partner to the United 
States and to our industry and work-
ers. 

Thus, it seems obvious that such a 
pivotal part of the global economy 
should not be excluded from engage-
ment in one of our most important 
international financial institutions. 

As H.R. 910 requires, the U.S. would 
be an advocate that the IMF admit 
Taiwan as a member, allowing the IMF 
to monitor and evaluate the health of 
Taiwan’s economy, provide technical 
support to Taiwanese officials, and sup-
port employment opportunities at the 
IMF for Taiwan nationals. 

Given its contribution to the global 
economy, Taiwan should certainly not 
be locked out of membership. Not only 
will this benefit Taiwan, it will benefit 
America and the entire world economy. 

It should be noted, however, that 
while this legislation will assist Tai-
wan, some Republicans are ignoring 
what the administration is doing that 
will hurt our economy and that of Tai-
wan. 

In February 2025, in one of his first 
actions as President, President Trump 
issued an executive order seeking to 
withdraw the United States from sev-
eral international organizations and 
calling for recommendations on exiting 
the U.S. from its membership in cer-
tain other organizations, including the 
IMF. 

Clearly our ability to advocate for 
Taiwan at the IMF, to carry out the 
purposes of this bill, is undermined by 
the fact that Donald Trump is exam-
ining withdrawing us from the IMF. 
Setting aside the central point that the 
President has no authority whatsoever 
to withdraw the United States from 
international financial institutions, 
that review, which is due in August, 
has not been completed. 

While the IMF funding was included 
in the recent budget proposal, com-
ments by the administration and the 
Secretary of the Treasury confirm that 
Trump has not decided whether to try 
to use what powers he has as President 
to withdraw us from the IMF. 

b 1600 
Most significantly, Trump has re-

fused to reiterate the policy that the 
U.S. has had in place since 1979, stand-
ing with the people and security of Tai-
wan. When asked if the U.S. will main-
tain its decades-old commitment to 
Taiwan, Trump has repeatedly avoided 
the easy answer, declaring loudly that 
he won’t provide a direct response. 

We should pass this bill, but we 
should also urge our President to not 
undermine Taiwan and not undermine 
the world economy by talking about 
withdrawing the United States from 
the IMF. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as she may consume to the 
gentlewoman from California (Mrs. 
KIM). 

Mrs. KIM. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Chairwoman WAGNER for yielding and 
supporting my legislation. I would also 
like to thank Representative GREEN of 
Texas for co-leading H.R. 910 and mak-
ing this a bipartisan effort. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of my bill, H.R. 910, the Taiwan Non- 
Discrimination Act. 

This bill is simple. It requires the 
Treasury Department to advocate for 
Taiwan to join the International Mone-
tary Fund, or IMF. Unfortunately, 
China has consistently blocked Tai-
wan’s participation in international fo-
rums, including IMF. China pursues 
these tactics because they know that 
financial security is just as important 
as military security. 

Defense experts have identified that 
China could exploit Taiwan’s financial 
system by raising tariffs, short-selling 
stocks, and freezing bank transfers. 
Joining the IMF would allow Taiwan to 
access resources that promote financial 
resilience and deter China’s economic 
coercion. 

It has been the longstanding U.S. pol-
icy toward Taiwan to support its mem-
bership in international organizations 
where statehood is not a prerequisite. 
We must continue to advocate for Tai-
wan’s voice to be heard where member-
ship is not possible. This principle has 
lasted decades across Republican and 
Democratic administrations, and it has 
repeatedly been reaffirmed in bills 
passed by this Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, advocating for Taiwan’s 
membership in the IMF would also 
unlock access to other international fi-
nancial institutions. The World Bank, 
for instance, requires members to first 
be a part of the IMF. 

I urge my colleagues to vote in favor 
of H.R. 910 and send the Taiwanese peo-
ple a strong message of solidarity and 
support for their democracy. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further speakers, and I yield myself 
the balance of my time to close. 

H.R. 910 is a bipartisan bill that re-
quires that the United States use its 
vote and its voice at the IMF to sup-
port Taiwan’s membership. Taiwan has 
been an excellent contributor to the 
global economy and should not be ab-
sent from organizations such as the 
IMF. 

Congress should support this bill, and 
I urge my Republican colleagues not 
only to urge that Donald Trump carry 
this bill out but also support the people 
of Taiwan and support the role of the 
IMF as we go forward. 

I again recommend to my colleagues 
that they support this bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. In clos-
ing, Mr. Speaker, it is long overdue for 
Taiwan to receive the recognition and 
representation it rightfully deserves at 
the IMF. I urge all my colleagues to 
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join me in supporting H.R. 910, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Missouri (Mrs. 
WAGNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 910, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

AGRICULTURAL RISK REVIEW ACT 
OF 2025 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1713) to amend the Defense Pro-
duction Act of 1950 to include the Sec-
retary of Agriculture as a member of 
the Committee on Foreign Investment 
in the United States, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1713 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Agricultural 
Risk Review Act of 2025’’. 
SEC. 2. INCLUSION OF THE SECRETARY OF AGRI-

CULTURE ON THE COMMITTEE ON 
FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN THE 
UNITED STATES. 

Section 721(k) of the Defense Production Act 
of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4565(k)) is amended by adding 
at the end the following: 

‘‘(8) INCLUSION OF THE SECRETARY OF AGRI-
CULTURE.—The Secretary of Agriculture shall be 
a member of the Committee with respect to a 
covered transaction that involves— 

‘‘(A) agricultural land; 
‘‘(B) agriculture biotechnology; or 
‘‘(C) the agriculture industry, including agri-

cultural transportation, storage, and proc-
essing.’’. 
SEC. 3. CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN AGRICUL-

TURAL LAND TRANSACTIONS. 
Section 721(b)(1) of the Defense Production 

Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4565(b)(1)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(I) CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN AGRICUL-
TURAL LAND TRANSACTIONS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—After receiving notification 
from the Secretary of Agriculture of a reportable 
agricultural land transaction, the Committee 
shall determine— 

‘‘(I) whether the transaction is a covered 
transaction; and 

‘‘(II) if the Committee determines that the 
transaction is a covered transaction, whether 
the Committee should initiate a review pursuant 
to subparagraph (D), or take another action au-
thorized under this section, with respect to the 
reportable agricultural land transaction. 

‘‘(ii) REPORTABLE AGRICULTURAL LAND TRANS-
ACTION.—In this subparagraph, the term ‘re-
portable agricultural land transaction’ means a 
transaction— 

‘‘(I) that the Secretary of Agriculture has rea-
son to believe is a covered transaction, based on 
information from or in cooperation with the in-
telligence community; 

‘‘(II) that involves the acquisition of an inter-
est in agricultural land by a foreign person of 
the People’s Republic of China, the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea, the Russian Federa-
tion, or the Islamic Republic of Iran; and 

‘‘(III) with respect to which a person is re-
quired to submit a report to the Secretary of Ag-
riculture under section 2(a) of the Agricultural 
Foreign Investment Disclosure Act of 1978. 

‘‘(iii) SUNSET.—The requirements under this 
subparagraph shall terminate, with respect to a 
foreign person of the respective foreign country, 
on the date that the People’s Republic of China, 
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the 
Russian Federation, or the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, as the case may be, is removed from the 
list of foreign adversaries in section 791.4 of title 
15, Code of Federal Regulations.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SHERMAN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Missouri. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

1713, the Agricultural Risk Review Act 
of 2025. I thank Representative LUCAS 
for his longstanding leadership on this 
important legislation. 

Today, the United States confronts a 
critical issue at the intersection of na-
tional security and agriculture: foreign 
investment in American farmland. 

The Committee on Foreign Invest-
ment in the United States, or CFIUS, 
plays a vital role in safeguarding our 
country by reviewing foreign acquisi-
tions that could pose risks to our na-
tional security. Ensuring that CFIUS 
has the right expertise and authority 
to evaluate these transactions is more 
important than ever. 

For the first time since 2007, H.R. 
1713 would formally add a Cabinet Sec-
retary to CFIUS, giving the Secretary 
of Agriculture an official role in re-
viewing relevant agricultural trans-
actions for national security risks. 

CFIUS has long held jurisdiction over 
foreign acquisitions of agricultural 
businesses, including farmland in-
volved in interstate commerce. Since 
2018, it has also been authorized to per-
form reviews of land purchases near 
sensitive government sites. However, 
there is a need to connect the Agri-
culture Department’s expertise, includ-
ing its longstanding tracking of farm-
land purchases, with CFIUS’ oper-
ations. 

CFIUS could greatly benefit from the 
Secretary’s expertise, and that is what 
Congressman LUCAS’ legislation allows. 
As one of the first Members of Congress 
to recognize this need at CFIUS, I ap-
plaud Representative LUCAS for his 
foresight and his dedication in advanc-
ing this legislation. 

I look forward to supporting his bill 
today. I urge all my colleagues to join 
me in supporting H.R. 1713, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
1713, the Agricultural Risk Review Act 
of 2025, sponsored by Representative 
LUCAS. 

H.R. 1713 aims to add the Secretary 
of Agriculture as a member of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Investment in the 
United States, also known as CFIUS, 
when there is an agriculture-related 
issue. Recognizing the importance of 
safe food and of national security in-
volving agriculture, H.R. 1713 also re-
quires CFIUS to determine whether a 
national security review is necessary 
upon notification from the Secretary of 
Agriculture that an agricultural land 
transaction could somehow affect na-
tional security. 

I do not want to add my voice to 
what I regard as alarmist voices talk-
ing about: Oh, my God, foreign inter-
ests, maybe even China, will buy Amer-
ican land. Keep in mind that we need 
investment in the United States. 

When the Chinese buy a high-tech 
company, they can take that tech-
nology that is acquired back to China. 
When they buy farmland, they can’t 
take the land back to China, and they 
can’t take the food back to China un-
less we decide to let them. Of course, 
the President could step in in any kind 
of national emergency and prevent 
that. 

There is discussion that the Chinese 
will buy a farm near, a couple miles 
away from the main entrance to a mili-
tary base, but, of course, they could 
also park a car next to the military 
base. They can be in an Airbnb next to 
the military base. They could rent a 
farm. I don’t think that the purchase 
of farmland poses the risks that are 
being overblown. I don’t think China 
can ship our topsoil back to China nor 
do I think that China can deprive 
Americans of the ability to eat Amer-
ican food. 

H.R. 1713 addresses these concerns, 
the concerns that people do have, by 
providing a path for the Secretary of 
Agriculture to notify CFIUS when 
those transactions, in the opinion of 
the Secretary of Agriculture, do pose a 
threat or at least a concern. 

This bill is identical to what Con-
gress passed in 2024, but that was in an 
appropriations bill. Passing it again 
will make sure that we make this part 
of permanent statute. 

When we focus on the security of our 
agriculture, we should also note that 
arbitrary cuts are being made that will 
affect directly the poorest families in 
our country, particularly cutbacks to 
the SNAP program that provides safe 
nutrition to families that might other-
wise go hungry. 

We also noticed that the DOGE effort 
of Elon Musk, who apparently fortu-
nately has returned most of his atten-
tion to his private businesses, not only 
illegally cut millions of dollars from 
U.S. Department of Agriculture activi-
ties but would deprive the Department 
of Agriculture with the expertise nec-
essary to carry out this bill, and of 
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