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India is on the rise as well. They are 

a smaller country industrially, but 
they are on the rise. 

Why would we do that? Why would 
we exchange our economy and the way 
we do things in a much cleaner and ef-
ficient way to send it over there be-
cause, A, it can be cheaper, easier to 
get by the environmental regulations 
and the ridiculousness of chasing this 
CO2. 

Carbon dioxide is an essential build-
ing block of life. Plants and trees need 
it. If we were too successful at drop-
ping CO2 below whatever established 
standard they want, which is out in the 
air—it is interesting when I am in com-
mittees here, people don’t even know. 
The experts that sit on panels say we 
need to do more to reduce CO2. They 
don’t even know what the baseline 
number is. I asked them. They think it 
is 7, 8, 9 percent. They don’t even know. 
They don’t know what the start is, let 
alone what the target is. 

Are we going to continue to let other 
countries produce the things we need 
and trade our economy and jobs for 
that versus as efficiently and as well as 
we do it here? What does that mean? 

Well, in my district, they have al-
ready torn out hydroelectric dams. Do 
you know what hydroelectric dams 
provide? They provide CO2-free power. 
Oh, let’s tear them out because of a 
fish deal that isn’t even going to work 
out. Let’s not build more hydroelectric 
dams. 

We could add to Mount Shasta here 
600,000 more acre-feet for all Califor-
nians, including those talking about 
the issues in southern California where 
they ran out of water, and they are not 
tending to the foliage there that is 
helping drive that. No. No. No. We 
can’t have conditions on aid. No, we 
are helping people down there. That is 
a different story. 

Management of forests, it helps have 
stronger forests, which are better CO2 
sinks, you know, a managed forest here 
versus the one that is going to be the 
next fire. More CO2 is released from the 
fires in southern California and the 
million-acre fires in my district than 
what 5 years of cars driving in southern 
California produces, let alone a vol-
canic eruption and how much CO2 
comes out of that. 

We are chasing the wrong thing here. 
I believe, instead, let’s not make CO2 
the enemy. Let’s follow President 
Trump and get out of the Paris accords 
and bring our economy back to this 
country. 

f 

THE NATION’S NUMBER ONE 
INSURANCE PROGRAM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. LARSON) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. 
Speaker, I am here this morning, and I 
rise to speak and address the Nation’s 
number one insurance program: Social 
Security. 

Mr. Speaker, it might surprise you 
that on average, there are about 150,000 
Social Security recipients per district. 
What is equally shocking, however, is 
that Congress has done nothing in 
more than 50 years to comprehensively 
address Social Security, the Nation’s 
number one antipoverty program for 
seniors and also for individuals. 

I know we will have another Speaker, 
but in the gentleman’s district alone, 
there are over 175,000 recipients. Social 
Security brings in a monthly amount 
of almost $200 million. That makes it 
the best economic development pro-
gram in the Nation with everyone re-
ceiving those benefits. 

Yet, Congress hasn’t acted, Mr. 
Speaker, since Richard Nixon was 
President of the United States. That 
was back in 1971. Now, some will say: 
Wait a minute, didn’t we just recently 
pass something for teachers and fire-
fighters and police officers and munic-
ipal employees? Yes, we did. We did 
pass that, but we did not enhance it be-
cause we didn’t pay for it. In essence 
what that does, being unpaid for, is fur-
ther hurt the Social Security program 
by about $98 billion. 

President Trump has got a proposal. 
His proposal is to do away with taxes 
for people on Social Security. We have 
had that proposal in a bill for more 
than 10 years. The difference is we pay 
for it so that the trust fund stays in-
tact, Mr. Speaker. The President does 
not, so what that would mean is if it 
were to pass unpaid for, that by 2030, 
there would be a 36 percent hit on ev-
eryone’s Social Security. 

In other words, 2 years after Presi-
dent Trump is out of office, the Social 
Security fund would be hurt by 36 per-
cent. What does that mean? To the lis-
teners out there and to you, Mr. Speak-
er, what it means is that is a 36 percent 
cut in their benefits. 

The average benefit for Social Secu-
rity for a male is $18,000 and for a fe-
male, it is $14,000. In 2030, do you think 
they could stand a 36 percent cut for 
that? The last time Congress enhanced 
Social Security for its constituents 
was 1971. 

Now, some might say: No, wait a 
minute, in 1983 didn’t Tip O’Neill and 
Ronald Reagan enhance Social Secu-
rity? Yes, they did. They worked out a 
deal. 

b 1030 
Mr. Speaker, they worked out a deal 

to prolong the length of Social Secu-
rity. They did so by raising the age, 
which sounds logical, doesn’t it, until 
you realize that for every year you 
raise the age, that is a 7 percent cut in 
benefits. 

Proposals by the Republican Study 
Committee to raise the age to 70, for 
all of the C–SPAN viewers and listeners 
out there, that would mean a 21 per-
cent cut in their benefits. As I said, 
that Social Security pension benefit 
for 40 percent of Americans is the only 
thing that they have. 

That is why this Congress has to take 
action and do something constructive 

for all Social Security recipients. As 
has been expressed by President Biden, 
there is a pretty simple solution star-
ing us right in the face. Everybody 
ought to pay into Social Security. Bil-
lionaires and millionaires shouldn’t be 
exempt from paying into Social Secu-
rity. Some pay nothing. Others are 
done paying by January 1. Working- 
class America has to pay throughout. 
Vote for Social Security. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PRESIDENTIAL CITI-
ZENS MEDAL RECIPIENT PAULA 
WALLACE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CRAWFORD). The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. CARTER) 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the 
achievement of Paula Wallace, who 
was awarded the Presidential Citizens 
Medal this month. 

Paula Wallace dreamed of a school 
that would transform how we think 
about public education. By establishing 
the esteemed Savannah College of Art 
and Design and serving as its president, 
Ms. Wallace has fulfilled this dream 
and guided thousands of students into 
creative industries. 

The Presidential Citizens Medal was 
awarded to 20 recipients who performed 
exemplary deeds of service for their 
country or fellow citizens. Recipients 
of the Presidential Citizens Medal are 
characterized by their common de-
cency and commitment to serving oth-
ers, which Ms. Wallace has dem-
onstrated by being a lifelong educator 
and trailblazer of the arts. 

Ms. Wallace was selected to be 
among the distinguished group honored 
at the White House because her dedica-
tion and vision have made our Nation 
and Georgia’s First Congressional Dis-
trict better. 

We congratulate Ms. Wallace on this 
honorable achievement and recognition 
for all of her hard work. On a personal 
note, we thank her for everything she 
has done for my hometown of Savan-
nah, Georgia. I continue to say that 
SCAD transformed Savannah, Georgia. 

HONORING REVEREND WAYNE RACZ 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to honor Reverend 
Wayne Racz whose retirement marks 
the culmination of over 25 years of 
faithful service in the ministry. 

Throughout his career, Reverend 
Racz has been a guiding light in the 
United Methodist Church, serving con-
gregations across south Georgia. 

Most recently, he served as pastor at 
St. Simons Island United Methodist 
Church and St. Luke in Savannah 
where he strengthened their mission 
and built meaningful connections with-
in their communities. 

In addition to his role as pastor, Rev-
erend Racz served in leadership posi-
tions within the United Methodist 
Church’s connectional ministries, leav-
ing an unforgettable impact on its mis-
sions and outreach. 
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His 9 years at Epworth stand out as a 

testament to his devotion, during 
which he touched countless lives and 
expanded God’s kingdom. 

As he retires to spend more time 
with his family and friends, we extend 
our heartfelt gratitude for his remark-
able service. While he steps away from 
his former roles, his legacy will endure 
as an ambassador of faith and compas-
sion. 
RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENT OF THE NA-

TIONAL MUSEUM OF THE MIGHTY EIGHTH AIR 
FORCE 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to recognize the 
achievement of the National Museum 
of the Mighty Eighth Air Force which 
has been named best museum in Geor-
gia Business Journal’s 2024 Best of 
Georgia awards. 

The museum exists to educate visi-
tors about the courage, character, 
valor, and patriotism of the brave indi-
viduals who fought in the largest air 
armada in history, the Eighth Air 
Force. 

The museum preserves the stories of 
these individuals using exhibits, archi-
val material, and artifacts including a 
fully restored B–17 Flying Fortress and 
an immersive simulated bombing expe-
rience. 

The Georgia Business Journal con-
ducts the Best of Georgia awards every 
year, allowing the public to vote for 
their favorite organizations across a 
variety of industries in the State. 

In 2024, the people of Georgia selected 
the Museum of the Mighty Eighth Air 
Force to be awarded this prestigious 
honor to celebrate its excellence and 
recognize its dedication to preserving 
the history and legacy of the Eighth 
Air Force. 

Selected out of over 30 contenders, 
the award recognizes the museum’s sig-
nificant role in education, preserva-
tion, and community engagement. 

Congratulations to the National Mu-
seum of the Mighty Eighth Air on this 
honorable achievement. 

f 

DELIVERING AMERICA’S MANDATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. MANN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, with the in-
auguration of Donald J. Trump, it is a 
new day in America. On November 5, 
2024, 77 million Kansans and Americans 
gave Washington, D.C., a mandate to 
restore commonsense solutions to the 
Nation’s Capital and to get our country 
back on track. We heard America loud 
and clear and look forward to deliv-
ering on that mandate. 

Our constitutional rights are not up 
for grabs. Sadly, our rights are under 
relentless attack from the ever-grow-
ing Federal Government. The right to 
life, to bear arms, and even the free-
dom of speech have become top targets 
for radical activists. Americans are not 
interested in sacrificing our freedoms, 
and I will never stop fighting to uphold 
and defend these rights. 

With President Trump back in the 
White House and Republican majorities 
in the House and Senate, Americans’ 
rights are safe and protected. I will 
bring more Kansas values and common-
sense solutions to our Nation’s Capital. 

Gone are the days of the Biden ad-
ministration’s burdensome regulations 
that handcuffed Kansans across the Big 
First District. From their Green New 
Deal regulatory agenda to their refusal 
to work with congressional Repub-
licans to pass commonsense legisla-
tion, it seemed that Washington Demo-
crats were more interested in scoring 
political points than actually helping 
Americans. 

The Biden administration’s failed 
policies ushered 16 million illegal im-
migrants into the country with no 
proper vetting or background checks. 
They spent billions of hard-earned tax-
payer dollars trying to implement an 
electric vehicle mandate that the ma-
jority of Americans are not interested 
in. They oversaw the catastrophic 
withdrawal from Afghanistan with no 
remorse for its failures. 

There is a reason that President 
Trump and a Republican Congress are 
trusted more on issues like border se-
curity, the economy, and lowering 
crime. I will work day in and day out 
to advance President Trump’s agenda 
and commonsense solutions which re-
flect our Kansas values in the Nation’s 
Capital, not an out-of-touch agenda 
that picks winners and losers. 

I hear and agree with Kansans when 
they say Congress needs to get our fis-
cal House in order and make this gov-
ernment efficient again. Today, our na-
tional debt exceeds $36 trillion. It 
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to real-
ize that our current rate of Federal 
spending is unsustainable. 

If the entire country decided to pitch 
in and tackle our debt today, every 
American household would need to con-
tribute almost $273,000 to bring our bal-
ance to zero. Compare that price tag 
with the average mortgage in the 
United States, which is about $245,000. 
This level of spending is not normal. 
We must get serious about reducing 
Federal spending and putting taxpayer 
dollars in places where we can see a re-
turn. 

As a Member of the Congressional 
Delivering Outstanding Government 
Efficiency Caucus, or DOGE, I will 
work with President Trump to elimi-
nate wasteful spending and roll back 
burdensome, overreaching regulations 
that have made life harder for every-
day Americans. The Federal Govern-
ment should make life easier for Amer-
icans or get out of the way, period. 

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, we need to re-
store the American Dream. As a fifth- 
generation Kansan, I take the Amer-
ican Dream seriously. For five genera-
tions, my family has farmed, fed cattle, 
and been involved in our western Kan-
sas community. 

Today, the American Dream feels 
more out of reach than it ever has. By 
making the Trump tax cuts permanent, 

though, Congress has an opportunity to 
usher in a new era of economic pros-
perity and growth for the country. 

If Congress fails to extend those tax 
cuts, Kansans could see a tax hike of 
$2,000 next January. That is the last 
thing we need after navigating 4 years 
of record levels of inflation. 

Congress must return to helping 
Americans thrive and stop playing po-
litical games with their livelihoods. 
Our government of, by, and for the peo-
ple has a duty to help Americans suc-
ceed, not make life harder. 

The agriculture community alone 
faces so much uncertainty as it works 
to feed, fuel, and clothe the world. 
They, too, had a mandate and told us 
to stop holding them hostage to polit-
ical games and deliver a 5-year farm 
bill that provides certainty. 

I will work with anyone to pass a fis-
cally conservative 5-year farm bill that 
gives our farmers, ranchers, and agri-
culture producers the certainty they 
deserve. 

I look forward to working with Presi-
dent Trump to delivering on this man-
date in the 119th Congress. I do not 
serve in Congress to be a caretaker in 
the slow demise of America. I serve to 
fight to make it a country that we can 
all be proud of, while ensuring that our 
brightest days are yet to come. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 39 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Teach us to know that, You, O Lord, 
are our God. You are faithful to us, 
keeping covenant with us. Your mercy 
and loving kindness rests on those who 
love You and who keep Your command-
ments from one generation to the next. 

On this day, may we, in our genera-
tion, be faithful to this covenant. 
While it seems an easy task to love 
You, Your commandment demands 
that we love You with all our heart, 
soul, and mind. 

Open our hearts that we would show 
our loyalty to You by loving others 
with Your great love. Plumb the depths 
of our souls and attend to all that we 
fear and desire so that we, in response 
and faith, will commit ourselves to 
work with others to eliminate hatred 
and to grow together in compassion. 
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