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Over the past 4 years, Pennsylvania 

families have struggled under Biden’s 
America-last policies. While every ad-
ministration faces challenges, Presi-
dent Biden leaves behind a legacy of 
weakness and failure. 

As President Trump said in his inau-
gural speech on Monday, our country is 
at the dawn of a golden age, thanks to 
the President’s commitment to Amer-
ica First policies. 

Look no further than the dozens of 
executive orders the President signed 
on his very first day in office as a sign 
that our country has turned the corner 
and is headed toward a brighter future. 
These orders immediately implement 
policies that will unleash American en-
ergy, ensure the freedom of speech in 
this country, end Federal censorship, 
secure our southern border, and restore 
accountability throughout the Federal 
Government. 

While all of these policies put our 
country on a better path forward, I 
want to highlight a few that will have 
immediate, positive impacts for our 
country. 

With a commitment to safeguarding 
our great Nation, President Trump is 
restoring commonsense immigration 
policy. On day one, he reversed the 
dangerous immigration policies of the 
Biden administration, reinstating 
sound enforcement measures like the 
remain in Mexico policy. 

President Trump further prioritized 
our national security by designating 
the crisis at our southern border as a 
national emergency. Through this des-
ignation, the Trump administration 
can deliver military assistance and 
critical infrastructure investments to 
combat the cartels’ campaigns of vio-
lence. These actions are critical in re-
claiming control of our southern bor-
der and upholding the sovereignty of 
our Nation. By strengthening our re-
solve to fight unauthorized entry and 
unlawful presence, President Trump 
has once again demonstrated his com-
mitment to American security and 
prosperity. 

Unlike the previous administration, 
President Trump also recognizes the 
unique and present threat that drug 
smugglers and cartels pose to the 
health and safety of the American peo-
ple. His declaration to designate these 
organizations as foreign terrorists will 
ensure the full capabilities of the Fed-
eral Government are being utilized to 
combat these bad actors. 

On the global stage, America’s stand-
ing suffered under President Biden. His 
disastrous withdrawal from Afghani-
stan led to chaos and the rapid resur-
gence of the Taliban. This not only en-
dangered countless lives but also tar-
nished the credibility of the United 
States among its allies and adversaries 
alike. President Trump’s plan to re-
store America’s leadership on the glob-
al stage is centered on strength, ac-
countability, and putting America’s in-
terests first. 

This is why President Trump also 
issued an executive order to enhance 

vetting procedures for foreign nation-
als entering the United States, focus-
ing on identifying security threats and 
establishing stricter screening proto-
cols. 

On day one, President Trump also 
put our country back on the path of en-
ergy independence with his Unleashing 
American Energy initiative, which re-
verses the previous administration’s 
harmful policies and expands domestic 
energy production. Representing the 
fairway of the Marcellus shale in Penn-
sylvania, I know firsthand how impor-
tant domestic energy production is for 
our national security and the global 
environment. By expediting permits, 
eliminating unnecessary regulations, 
and fostering the development of 
America’s abundant natural resources, 
we are reclaiming our status as a glob-
al energy leader. 

Mr. Speaker, all these policies were 
implemented within hours of President 
Trump taking office. His message and 
determination to put this country on a 
better path are absolutely clear. I look 
forward to working with President 
Trump and his administration in en-
suring a more secure border and energy 
independence and making our Nation 
respected again. 

f 

PUTTING ALL AMERICANS FIRST 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE) for 5 
minutes. 

Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to urge Donald Trump 
to truly put America first by setting 
politics aside and providing California 
with the disaster relief we urgently 
need and deserve. Let’s do that by 
fighting for California, home to close 
to 40 million people who also live in 
America. 

Just a few weeks ago, big, bad fires 
broke out across Los Angeles County. 
Donald Trump’s first instinct was to 
point fingers at California leaders for 
fires caused not by them but by Mother 
Nature herself and climate change. For 
the record, California has a lot of 
things, but one thing we do not have is 
a big old sink that can water the entire 
State. 

Now, Trump wants to be a unifier. He 
claims he wants to put America first, 
so let’s talk about what America First 
genuinely means. 

America First does not involve plac-
ing conditions on disaster aid to Amer-
icans simply because of how a State 
voted. 

America First does not mean leaving 
thousands of people without housing 
amid an ongoing housing crisis. 

America First does not look like in-
surance companies robbing people or 
putting shareholders first. 

What putting America first does 
mean, however, is passing disaster aid 
without conditions because, as Ameri-
cans, we help each other when we are 
in need. At least, I thought that is 
what we do. 

America First means build and re-
build. Build, baby, rebuild, swiftly and 
fairly, so no one remains unhoused. 

America First means making insur-
ance plans accessible to everyone, not 
just the rich and those properties that 
are considered low risk. 

Mr. Trump, the individuals impacted 
by the fires in Los Angeles are not just, 
as you put it, ‘‘the wealthiest and most 
powerful individuals in our country’’ 
who were present at your inauguration. 
These are real people—grandparents, 
parents, children, and grandchildren, 
working, middle-class individuals—who 
have lost everything. 

News flash, Donald Trump, many of 
them voted for you. 

Let’s support them and not just the 
wealthy few. That is how we truly put 
America first. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair and not to a per-
ceived viewing audience. 

f 

BEGINNING A NEW ERA IN 
AMERICAN HISTORY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Iowa (Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
it is a new era in American history. 

I congratulate President Donald 
Trump and Senator, now-Vice Presi-
dent J.D. Vance on their inauguration. 
This is the beginning of a golden age 
where we will secure our borders, lower 
prices, unleash American energy, and 
drain the D.C. swamp. 

Under President Trump’s leadership, 
we will restore safety by securing our 
borders and putting American citizens 
first—no more open borders or out-of- 
control illegal immigration. We will 
cut the costs that are crushing families 
across this Nation and especially in 
Iowa. By unleashing American energy, 
we will lower gas prices and, subse-
quently, food prices and reduce our de-
pendency on foreign energy. 

Let’s be clear. We are here to drain 
the D.C. swamp. It is time to root out 
waste, inefficiency, and corruption 
that has held this Nation back for too 
long. 

I pray for their success and that God 
blesses their leadership and guides 
their efforts to make America strong-
er, safer, and more prosperous for ev-
eryone than ever before. 

I also wish President Trump and 
First Lady Melania Trump a wonderful 
and happy 20th anniversary. 

b 1015 

CELEBRATING CLARA PETERSEN 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to celebrate a remarkable 
woman from West Branch, Iowa, Clara 
Petersen, who recently turned 100 
years old. 

While this milestone is extraordinary 
on its own, Clara’s life and legacy are 
made even more remarkable by her 
service to our country during World 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:37 Jan 23, 2025 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K22JA7.003 H22JAPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

JM
0X

7X
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H263 January 22, 2025 
War II. She proudly served in the Coast 
Guard, and the Iowa City VA 
Healthcare System honored her with a 
plaque to recognize her incredible dedi-
cation. 

Clara’s humble spirit and sense of 
humor shine through as she fondly re-
calls her time in service, joking that 
she joined in 1945 to help get that darn 
war over with. 

As she, herself, will tell you, her 
greatest achievements are not in her 
service but in the joys of family, get-
ting married, raising children, and 
cherishing a family she calls the great-
est in the world. 

Clara’s century of life is a testament 
to the strength and heart of our Na-
tion. We are grateful for her service 
and her example. 

SUPPORTING THE MOST VULNERABLE 
Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 

I rise today to reaffirm my unwavering 
commitment to protecting life and sup-
porting both mothers and babies. Every 
life is precious, and it is our responsi-
bility to defend the most vulnerable 
among us. 

As a mother, a doctor, and a Member 
of Congress, I have always been dedi-
cated to ensuring that children have 
the opportunity to grow, thrive, and 
fulfill their potential. 

I am proud to share that I earned an 
A+ on the Susan B. Anthony Pro-Life 
America National Pro-Life Scorecard 
for the 118th Congress. This score re-
flects my consistent pro-life voting 
record, cosponsorship, and efforts to 
protect the sanctity of life. 

This week, people from all around 
the country are coming to Washington, 
D.C., to celebrate life and advocate for 
those who cannot speak for themselves. 

In addition to defending life, we must 
ensure that mothers have the support 
and resources they need to make the 
best choices for themselves and their 
children. 

Mr. Speaker, today I wish a happy 
15th birthday to my best buddy and 
nephew, Andrew Martino. I hope he has 
a wonderful day. 

f 

CELEBRATING EAGLE SCOUT 
RECIPIENTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. BERA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to celebrate three young men who this 
weekend will receive their Eagle Scout 
badges. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I was a Boy Scout 
in Troop 805 in Downey, California, but 
I never actually achieved my Eagle 
Scout. I know what an honor this is 
and how hard they worked. 

I celebrate Vincent Misenti, an honor 
student at Pleasant Grove High School 
in Elk Grove, California. For his Eagle 
Scout project, he planned, developed, 
and installed pre-identification signs 
along the Gold River Parkway’s nature 
trails. 

This project totaled 30 distinct per-
manent signs representing a total of 11 

different tree species. Vincent is also a 
member of the Pleasant Grove High 
School varsity football team, and he 
has got a stellar academic record with 
a 4.0 GPA. 

Mr. Speaker, I honor Chase Soriano. 
Chase is a freshman at Jesuit High 
School in Sacramento, California. His 
Eagle Scout project was working with 
the Cordova Recreation and Park Dis-
trict to purchase, build, and install a 
little free library at the neighborhood 
park to improve literacy in his commu-
nity. 

This library allows children to ex-
change books that they have outgrown 
or read, allowing others to read the 
same stories Chase read as a child. 
Chase plays bass guitar, violin, and is a 
member of the football, rugby, and 
track teams at Jesuit High. He also has 
an impressive 4.1 GPA. 

Mr. Speaker, I also honor Gregory 
Rubio who will become an Eagle Scout 
this weekend as well. 

Gregory is a junior at Cordova High 
School in Rancho Cordova, California, 
and is on track to achieve his inter-
national baccalaureate diploma. His 
Eagle Scout project was working with 
the Cordova Recreation and Park Dis-
trict and the Tuskegee Airmen Herit-
age Chapter of Sacramento to design, 
purchase, install, and promote a memo-
rial to the Tuskegee Airmen at Vet-
erans Park in Mather. These signs 
focus on the 477th Bombardier Squad-
ron who served at Mather Air Force 
Base during World War II. 

Gregory plays the drums, partici-
pates in Skills USA, competes in Na-
tional History Day at the county and 
State level, and is a student pilot who 
just flew his first solo fight. 

I congratulate Vincent, Chase, and 
Gregory on this achievement. When I 
think about what I learned in the Boy 
Scouts, and when I think about the 
world that we are confronted with, 
they can teach us a lot by that Scout 
motto: ‘‘Be prepared.’’ 

SENSE OF TOGETHERNESS 
Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, often the 

public out there sees Democrats and 
Republicans fighting and wonder: 
Where did that comity go? Where did 
the sense of being together go? 

Well, Mr. Speaker, this past Decem-
ber over the Christmas holiday, I was 
surprised by one of my Republican col-
leagues, the Congressman from Tyler, 
Texas, who sent me a Greenberg 
Smoked Turkey out of the blue. 

Mr. Speaker, that is the civility that 
exists between Democrats and Repub-
licans. I thank that Member of Con-
gress who represents Tyler, Texas, and 
that Greenberg Smoked Turkey sure 
was delicious. 

f 

MAKING AMERICA PROSPEROUS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I just 
want to point out again, President 

Trump is leading the way to make 
America prosperous and even more free 
than what we have been the last 4 
years. 

President Trump, as part of his pack-
age of executive orders, has withdrawn 
us, once again, from the calamity that 
is the Paris accords. Our Governor, 
Gavin Newsom, in California, keeps 
pushing us down this path, taking 
away our cars, taking away our gas 
stoves, leaf blowers, light bulbs, you 
name it, in this endless effort to some-
how chase down carbon dioxide. 

Well, let me show you. Carbon diox-
ide, I will remind you once again, is a 
tiny portion of our atmosphere. When I 
ask the average person—it is kind of 
interesting—how much CO2 is there in 
the atmosphere? What percentage is in 
the atmosphere? 

Most people just tend to believe— 
they don’t really know. They have got 
their lives and they are busy, but they 
think, wow, it must be 20 percent, 50 
percent. A lot of it is because of the 
hype of our colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle and the so-called sci-
entists and the media trying to corral 
us into being scared of CO2 production. 

In our past years, past decades, past 
centuries, it has been much higher 
than what it is right now. Let me give 
you what the representation actually 
is. Right here, see this chart? Mr. 
Speaker, 78 percent of our atmosphere 
is nitrogen, and 21 percent is oxygen. 
We have over here a few trace gases 
here that includes krypton and a few 
things like that and water vapor. 

Here, the third place one is argon, 
right here in green, 0.93 percent. Way 
over here in fourth place is CO2 at 0.04 
percent. Most people have been hyped 
into believing it is half the atmos-
phere, 20 percent of the atmosphere, as 
I said. 

Fear is the effort that is being put 
upon people. Climate action now, oh 
my gosh, it is going to be the end of us 
by Al Gore, by all the people taking 
their private jets to Davos and having 
these climate meetings. Yet, the U.S.— 
whether it is part of the Paris accords 
or it is just how we do things—when we 
improve our technology, improve our 
engines, we improve everything that 
we do if we are allowed to. If we are al-
lowed to focus on that, we are one of 
two countries that actually has seen 
our curve go down a little bit on CO2 
production. It is us and Japan. We are 
the only ones in the Paris accord of all 
the Western countries doing that. 

Now, let’s take a look at what China 
is doing. China is ever-increasing their 
amount of CO2, more and more coal- 
fired power plants with very little 
scrubber activity on them, if at all, on 
the output from those plants. 

China is nearly triple the CO2 produc-
tion than what the United States is. 
We are number two. We are a highly in-
dustrialized country, but we are al-
ready bending the curve downward, 
aren’t we? We don’t get credit for that. 
Let’s, instead, export all our jobs, our 
economy, our manufacturing to China, 
to India, places like that. 
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