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Florida Legislature and then again now
as a Member of Congress, with her
work for the Democratic Party and for
the DNC. We know she worked for an
extraordinarily talented Member, but
not to be trite, there is something
about the wind beneath the wings.
That is Tracie.

O 1945

Tracie still has that great smile.

I will thank her, as Representative
CASTOR did, for her work with our staff
and all the work she has done for our
State, especially for the children and
families of America.

I am going to say thank you to
Tracie. Her work has inspired us. She
leaves a really great legacy.

Mr. Speaker, for anyone who is lis-
tening to this, what they need to know
is that they don’t have to run for polit-
ical office to really make a difference
in the lives of people. Tracie has prov-
en it.

I am going to read the words of a
poet that I think describes Tracie.

Ever heard of Maya Angelou? I will
just read a passage.

Now you understand

Just why my head’s not bowed.

I don’t shout or jump about

Or have to talk real loud.

When you see me passing,

It ought to make you proud.

I say,

It’s in the click of my heels,

The bend of my hair,

The palm of my hand,

The need of my care.

’Cause I'm a woman

Phenomenally.

Phenomenal woman.

That is you. That is you. I am wish-
ing you the best in your next chapter.
I hope it is exciting and fulfilling.
Come back anytime to see us. Love

you.
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I thank Congresswoman

FRANKEL, my friend, for her remarks.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. SOTO).

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentlewoman for yielding.

Tracie Pough: This Is Your Life, the
Congressional Version.

In this House of Representatives,
every knight needs a good squire, and
Tracie has been a super squire. Team
WS is one of the most prolific offices in
this Chamber, and Debbie’s legacy is
her legacy. We all know it.

Disaster relief, protecting reproduc-
tive rights, advocating for immigrant
rights, a strong U.S.-Israel relation-
ship, navigating the COVID crisis—but
for me, the biggest legacy is all the
funding brought back for the Ever-
glades.

None of this was a guarantee. It took
20 years of work. When we started,
water was drying up in the Everglades,
and the water supply in south Florida
was a real challenge. Roads cut right
through it.

There was a lot of hope with CERP in
2000, a little before they got here, but
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without all the work, CERP would
have been just words on a paper. In-
stead, they wrote a reg.

To the gentlewoman, how long did it
take before you became a cardinal, lit-
erally working the budget that makes
that happen? What was it, 6 years?

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Two.

Mr. SOTO. Two years.

Mr. Speaker, Tracie is a super squire
for all that, and Debbie’s legacy is
Tracie’s legacy, in particular with the
northern Everglades, which we are
starting to work on. I know Tracie
worked a lot with our team, helping us
navigate the Army Corps of Engineers.
That is like the seventh level of black
belt Kung Fu legislating around here. I
thank her for helping us with that.

Secondly, as it was alluded to a little
bit, Tracie is a chief of chiefs. Not only
has she advised a lot of other chiefs,
new ones coming in for the entire Flor-
ida Democratic delegation over the
years, but she was my chief’s boss back
in the day. That was on the DCCC side,
and that is a whole other thing, but my
chief still to this day considers Tracie
a mentor, so I thank her for helping be-
cause that knowledge can be lost.
Imagine being a chief with no mentor
coming into this place. Tracie served
Florida well through that.

Tracie has also been a committee as-
signment guru, with Debbie always
seemingly one way or another getting
onto steering and policy, now one of
the chairs two terms in a row. It was
with Tracie’s help and DWS’ help get-
ting on the Energy and Commerce
Committee, getting on the Agriculture
Committee, getting on the Natural Re-
sources Committee as of just a few
hours ago. Her legacy is still being
written right now.

I thank Tracie for all of her help per-
sonally because it makes me more ef-
fective to be on the committees I need
to be on. I thank her for all the advice
to my team to help her boss navigate
that.

Central Florida also lays claim to
Tracie, too. I heard the Tampa Bay
story, but she went to Rollins College,
so we claim Tracie also as a favorite
daughter of central Florida.

Lastly, since there have been a lot of
things about age and all this and that,
Tracie has a whole third act left. I am
looking forward to seeing what she
ends up doing. I know it is going to be
something special. Because of her work
ethic and passion, I know it is going to
be another big thing—hopefully, a lit-
tle easier for a while, maybe a sab-
batical for a few weeks. Maybe not.
Probably not, but I am hoping.

Either way, I wish Tracie well in this
third act. I know it is going to be
amazing.

Thank you so much for all you have
done for my team. On behalf of our
constituents, we appreciate you.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I thank Mr. SoTO and all of
my colleagues for helping me honor
this remarkable woman.

Mr. Speaker, I will close with this. I
think every Member can appreciate
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that their chief of staff, really their en-
tire congressional staff, but their chief
of staff is often a person we spend more
time with than we spend with any
member of our family, including our
spouses and significant others. It is
someone who needs to put up with us
and tolerate the highs and lows.

Tracie has done all that and more.
She has taken calls at all hours of the
night. Then, in the morning, she has
always made herself available.

The sacrifices that all of our staff
members make to be able to help us be
successful and make sure that our con-
stituents are able to have their rep-
resentation maximized is truly re-
markable.

Tracie and I have been through mar-
riage, children, raising those children,
helping one another raise our children;
appointments to committees for me,
like the Appropriations Committee in
my second term, becoming a cardinal
on my first day; being diagnosed, beat-
ing, and surviving breast cancer; and
chairing the Democratic National
Committee, and surviving the after-

math of that experience, including
threats, bomb threats, international
hacks.

We had the absolutely incredible op-
portunity to be able to do all of that
together and to be able to make sure
that we do the best job every day when
we walk across the threshold of our of-
fice doors to give voice to the people of
now Florida’s 256th Congressional Dis-
trict, but prior to that the 23rd, and
prior to that the 20th.

Mr. Speaker, I am so proud to be able
to honor this remarkable woman on
the floor of the United States House of
Representatives, the beacon of democ-
racy, our temple of democracy that is a
light unto the world and whose light is
going to be a little bit dimmer with her
departure on Friday.

I know that we will continue to work
together and lean on one another for
all the rest of our days.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HURD of Colorado). The Chair reminds
Members that the rules do not allow
references to persons in the gallery.

————

ADJOURNMENT

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 53 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, January 22, 2025, at 10 a.m.
for morning-hour debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-59. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and En-
ergy Efficiency, Department of Energy,
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transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Privacy Act of 1974: Implementation of Ex-
emptions [DOE-HQ-2024-0084] (RIN: 1903-
AA16) received January 8, 2025, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

EC-60. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and En-
ergy Efficiency, Department of Energy,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Privacy Act of 1974: Implementation of Ex-
emptions [DOE-HQ-2024-0085] (RIN: 1903-
AA18) received January 8, 2025, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

EC-61. A letter from the Regulations Coor-
dinator, National Institutes of Health, De-
partment of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Privacy Act; Implementation [Docket Num-
ber: NIH-2022-0002] (RIN: 0925-AA69) received
January 14, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

EC-62. A letter from the Biologist (Regula-
tions), Migratory Bird Program, Fish and
Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Regulatory Authorizations for Migratory
Bird and Eagle Possession by the General
Public, Educators, and Government Agencies
[Docket No.: FWS-HQ-MB-2022-0023;
FXMB12320900000-245-F F09M31000] (RIN: 1018-
BC76) received January 8, 2025, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

EC-63. A letter from the Fish and Wildlife
Biologist, Fish and Wildlife Service, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting the De-
partment’s affirmation of interim rule as
final — Injurious Wildlife Species; Listing
Salamanders Due to Risk of Salamander
Chytrid Fungus [Docket No.: FWS-HQ-FAC-
2015-0005; FXFR13360900000-245-FF09F14000]
(RIN: 1018-BAT7) received January 16, 2025,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

EC-64. A letter from the Acting Division
Chief, Endangered Species Division, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NMFS, Office of Protected Resources, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule —
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; Reclassification of Pillar Coral
(Dendrogyra cylindrus) From Threatened to
Endangered [Docket No.: 241112-0291; RTID
0648-XR126] received January 16, 2025, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Natural Resources.

EC-65. A letter from the Acting Chief of
Staff, Enforcement Bureau, Federal Commu-
nications Commission, transmitting the
Commission’s final rule — Amendment of
Section 1.80(b) of the Commission’s Rules,
Adjustment of Civil Monetary Penalties to
Reflect Inflation received January 15, 2025,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

EC-66. A letter from the Sanctions Regula-
tions Advisor, Office of Foreign Assets Con-
trol, Department of the Treasury, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Inflation
Adjustment of Civil Monetary Penalties re-
ceived January 14, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.
EC-67. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and En-
ergy Efficiency, Office of General Counsel,
Department of Energy, transmitting the De-
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partment’s final rule — Inflation Adjustment
of Civil Monetary Penalties received Janu-
ary 8, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-68. A letter from the Attorney Advisor,
Regulatory Affairs Division, Pipeline and
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s correcting amendments —
Pipeline Safety: Safety of Gas Transmission
Pipelines: Repair Criteria, Integrity Manage-
ment Improvements, Cathodic Protection,
Management of Change, and Other Related
Amendments: Corrections to Conform to Ju-
dicial Review [Docket No.: PHMSA-2011-0023;
Amdt. No. 192-138] (RIN: 2137-AF39) received
January 16, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-69. A letter from the Federal Register
Liaison, Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade
Bureau, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Addi-
tion of American Single Malt Whisky to the
Standards of Identity for Distilled Spirits
[Docket No.: TTB-2022-0007; T.D. TTB-199; Re:
Notice No. 213] (RIN: 1513-AC88) received
January 8, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia: Com-
mittee on Rules. House Resolution 53. Reso-
lution providing for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 471) to expedite under the National En-
vironmental Policy Act of 1969 and improve
forest management activities on National
Forest System lands, on public lands under
the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Man-
agement, and on Tribal lands to return resil-
ience to overgrown, fire-prone forested lands,
and for other purposes, and providing for
consideration of the bill (S. 5) to require the
Secretary of Homeland Security to take into
custody aliens who have been charged in the
United States with theft, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. 119-1). Referred to the House
Calendar.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. BABIN (for himself, Mr. CREN-
SHAW, Mr. CARTER of Georgia, Mr.
VAN ORDEN, Mr. STRONG, Mr. DAVID-
SON, Mr. CLINE, Mr. NEHLS, Mr. BIGGS
of Arizona, Mr. OGLES, Mr. BURLISON,
Mrs. HARSHBARGER, Mr. RoOY, Mr.
ROSE, Mr. ROUZER, Mr. GILL of Texas,
Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr. CRANE, Mr.
LUTTRELL, Mr. MORAN, Mr. MCCOR-
MICK, Mr. BRECHEEN, Mr. NORMAN,
Mr. ARRINGTON, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr.
ESTES, Mr. JACKSON of Texas, Mr.
TIFFANY, Mr. WIED, Mr. CLYDE, Mr.
BEAN of Florida, Mr. HUDSON, Mr.
ScoTT FRANKLIN of Florida, Mr. AUS-
TIN ScoTT of Georgia, Mr. COLLINS,

and Mr. SELF):
H.R. 569. A bill to amend section 301 of the
Immigration and Nationality Act to clarify
those classes of individuals born in the
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United States who are nationals and citizens
of the United States at birth; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. GRIFFITH:

H.R. 570. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow the child tax cred-
it with respect to stillbirths; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. GRIFFITH:

H.R. 571. A bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to means-test certain
child’s insurance benefits; to the Committee
on Ways and Means.

By Mr. SESSIONS (for himself and Ms.
HAGEMAN):

H.R. 572. A bill to prohibit the use of non-
monetized or unqualified factors for regu-
latory analyses, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Small Business,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. YAKYM (for himself and Mr.
PANETTA):

H.R. 573. A bill to require the Council on
Environmental Quality to publish an annual
report on environmental reviews and causes
of action based on alleged non-compliance
with the National Environmental Policy Act
of 1969, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. ARRINGTON (for himself, Mr.
ESTES, Mr. LAHOOD, Ms. TENNEY, Mr.
HERN of Oklahoma, Mr. BUCHANAN,
Ms. VAN DUYNE, Mr. FEENSTRA, Mrs.
MILLER of West Virginia, Mr. MILLER
of Ohio, Mr. FULCHER, Mr. COLLINS,
Ms. MACE, Mr. CAREY, and Mr.
KUSTOFF):

H.R. 574. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to permanently allow a tax
deduction at the time an investment in
qualified property is made, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. BAIRD (for himself, Mr.
SORENSEN, Mr. VASQUEZ, Mr. BOST,
Mr. STEIL, Ms. PETTERSEN, Ms.
TOKUDA, Mr. FINSTAD, Mr. LAHOOD,
Mr. FLOOD, Mr. JOHNSON of South Da-
kota, Mr. YAKYM, Mr. DAVIS of North
Carolina, Ms. LEE of Nevada, Mr.
ScoTT FRANKLIN of Florida, Ms.
HOYLE of Oregon, Mr. FEENSTRA, Ms.
BUDZINSKI, Mr. BACON, Ms. SALINAS,
Ms. SCHRIER, and Mr. POCAN):

H.R. 575. A bill to amend the Food Security
Act of 1985 to modify the delivery of tech-
nical assistance, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Agriculture.

By Ms. BARRAGAN (for herself, Mr.
TONKO, Mr. CARSON, Ms. NORTON, Ms.
OCASIO-CORTEZ, Ms. TLAIB, Ms.
STANSBURY, Ms. ANSARI, Mr. GRI-
JALVA, Mr. HUFFMAN, Ms. JAYAPAL,
and Ms. MCCLELLAN):

H.R. 576. A bill to codify Executive Order
14096 relating to revitalizing our Nation’s
commitment to environmental justice for
all; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and in addition to the Committees on
Natural Resources, and Science, Space, and
Technology, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. CALVERT (for himself and Mr.
VALADAO):

H.R. 577. A Dbill to direct the Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development to establish
a demonstration program to refer qualified
participants within the Continuum of Care
Program to Certified Community Behavioral
Health Clinics for certain treatment, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services.
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