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American Revolution and the
Choctawhatchee Bay Chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolution
have been busy gearing up to honor the
great men and women who gave their
all to establish our country.

I had the honor to join DAR Regent,
Daquiri Champion, and SAR President,
the Honorable Graham Fountain, at
the Fort Walton Chamber of Commerce
as they honored the chamber member-
ship with the DAR America 250! Com-
mendation and Medal for their cam-
paign of remembrance of America’s
War of Independence.

Another upcoming event which high-
lights the women who served in the
war is in the Okaloosa’s Women Vet-
erans Day ceremony which will be held
at Women Veterans Park on Okaloosa
Island.

One of the eight bronze statues in the
park pays tribute to Mrs. Margaret
Corbin, who fought alongside her hus-
band, who was a Continental Army ar-
tillery officer. While assisting her hus-
band in the Battle of Fort Washington,
New York, she took over firing the can-
non after he was Kkilled by grapeshot
fired by British cannon fire. She also
received serious injuries of her own to
her shoulder, chest, and jaw, but con-
tinued loading and firing the weapon.

On July 6, 1779, Congress awarded
Margaret a lifelong pension for her
Revolutionary War service.
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This was also the first time America
officially recognized a woman’s mili-
tary service.

I urge all Americans to join the DAR
and SAR members in paying special
tribute to this incredible woman whose
courage, strength, and patriotism ri-
valed many of her male counterparts.

In April, a member of the SAR Emer-
ald Coast organized a major workday
at Old Stewart Cemetery in Laurel
Hill, cleaning up the cemetery around
the grave of Okaloosa’s own Revolu-
tionary War soldier, Private Horne,
giving and paying tribute to Private
Horne for his service in the founding of
the United States of America.

Mr. Speaker, as I close, I extend a
heartfelt thanks and admiration to
those faithful patriots of our American
Revolution who fought and died for our
great Nation and to their descendants,
the members of the Sons and Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution, who
keep our American spirit alive and well
today.

———

ADRIANA SMITH

(Ms. PRESSLEY of Massachusetts was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)

Ms. PRESSLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to share the story of Adriana
Smith.

Adriana Smith was a 30-year-old
nurse from Georgia and the mother of
a vibrant 5-year-old boy. She started to
experience debilitating headaches, and
she sought medical care. She was dis-
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charged and her pain was dismissed, as
is so often the case for Black women in
this country and certainly in our
healthcare system.

The next morning, Adriana woke up
gasping for air and was taken to Emory
Hospital, where she was declared brain
dead.

There are no words to provide heal-
ing for a pain this deep—a dedicated
and loving mother, a compassionate
nurse, gone at the age of 30.

In the days that followed, Adriana’s
family and son should have been able
to make a solemn, independent deci-
sion about what happened next as they
celebrated her life; as they mourned
this devastating loss; as they pieced
their lives back together; and as they
began helping their 5-year-old cope
with the grief and loss of his precious
mother.

Yet, the State of Georgia denied
Adriana her bodily autonomy and dig-
nity in death. In the days and weeks
that followed, her family found them-
selves in a desperate battle with Emory
Hospital.

The hospital believed that the anti-
abortion bill that Georgia enacted in
2022 following the gutting of Roe v.
Wade tied the hospital’s hands and
mandated that Adriana’s body, her
brain-dead body, remain hooked to ma-
chines. Mr. Speaker, this was not be-
cause there was any chance of survival,
she had already transitioned, but be-
cause Adriana was 9 weeks pregnant,
about a month past a missed period.
Adriana’s body has been turned into an
incubator; an incubator with no med-
ical rationale, no ethical reason, and
no compassion.

Mr. Speaker, from the days of en-
slavement, Black women’s bodies have
been subjected to medical abuse, as-
sault, and degradation in this country.
We are more likely to die in childbirth.
We are routinely denied medical care.
We are dehumanized. Like in the case
of Adriana Smith, our bodies and our
dignity are desecrated in death.

This is cruelty. It is the latest epi-
sode in a long history of the experi-
mentation and exploitation of Black
bodies. I grieve for Adriana’s family,
for the torture they are experiencing
layered with the daily uncertainty that
they are navigating as they try to do
right by their daughter and lay her to
rest peacefully.

Her parents are by her bedside. Her 5-
year-old asked: When will Mommy
wake up?

Adriana should be here today, her
blood clots treated, her voice trusted,
and her pain believed. She should be
decorating a nursery for her little son
with her family and celebrating her
son’s last day of kindergarten, but
Adriana’s body lies hooked to machines
in a hospital bed as part of an unjust
medical experiment for more than 3
months. No family should have to en-
dure this.

None of us are free until all of us are
free.
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REMEMBERING BOB KIERLIN

(Mr. FINSTAD of Minnesota was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. FINSTAD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of Bob Kierlin,
a beloved community member and
dedicated public servant who passed
away earlier this year at the age of 85.

Born and raised in Winona, Bob was a
fixture in the southeastern Minnesota
community. He graduated from Cotter
High School and served in the Peace
Corps in Venezuela before going on to
represent his neighbors from Winona in
the Minnesota State Senate from 1999
to 2007.

As a young man in 1967, Bob and four
of his high school friends founded the
Fastenal Company when Bob saw a
need to get hardware to the construc-
tion sites quickly. A new supply chain
concept was born.

With Bob’s innovation and his leader-
ship, Fastenal quickly grew into a
worldwide distributor, employing more
than 23,000 employees with locations in
all 50 States and 25 countries. Today,
Fastenal is a Fortune 500 company and
Winona’s largest employer.

Bob was much more to his hometown
than a CEO, though. His community
involvement and generosity to local
causes was seemingly limitless, setting
an example for us all in how to serve
our neighbors in greater need.

I have no doubt that Bob’s legacy
will live on through the countless lives
he impacted, both personally and pro-
fessionally. He was a renowned busi-
ness leader, a generous benefactor, and
a dedicated public servant. He was also
a true friend to a great many of us
across southern Minnesota.

He will truly be missed. May he rest
in peace.

———————

IN HONOR OF CHARLES RANGEL

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois was recognized
to address the House for 5 minutes.)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
Representative Charlie Rangel was a
dear friend and mentor of mine. He was
very engaged and responsible for writ-
ing the Affordable Care Act and getting
it passed.

Charlie was a great one.

GIVING TRIBUTE TO WHITNEY M. YOUNG MAGNET
HIGH SCHOOL

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
take this opportunity to pay tribute to
the Whitney M. Young Magnet High
School and its administrators, teach-
ers, staff, parents, and especially stu-
dents.

Whitney M. Young Magnet High
School, located in Chicago, Illinois, is
a public, 4-year magnet high school
known for its academic excellence and
selective enrollment. It offers an accel-
erated program, called the Academic
Center, for seventh and eighth graders.
Admission is based on entrance exams,
standardized tests, and elementary
school grades. The school has a strong
focus on developing well-rounded indi-
viduals with a variety of performing
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and fine arts programs alongside aca-
demic preparation.

The school is comprehensive and ex-
cels in athletics, as well. For example,
during the 2023-2024 school year, they
were city champs in boys’ water polo,
girls’ basketball, girls’ golf, girls’ soft-
ball, and girls’ swim and diving. Whit-
ney M. Young Magnet High School was
also the State champion in the Aca-
demic Decathlon during the last school
year.

While the school and its students
have always been outstanding in the
world of academics, this year in 2025,
for the first time in the history of the
school or any school that I know about
in the city of Chicago, 23 of its stu-
dents achieved a perfect score on the
ACT test.

Of course, the ACT is widely used in
admission decisions and as a predictor
of college success. I am certain that, if
the business, civil rights, and National
Urban League leader, Whitney M.
Young, was alive today, he would join
with us to congratulate Principal Rick-
ey Harris and the entire Whitney M.
Young Magnet High School commu-
nity, especially the 23 ACT perfect
scorers, on this monumental accom-
plishment.

Imagine 23 perfect scorers in one
school and in one place. What an ac-
complishment. What an achievement.

I congratulate Whitney Young stu-
dents, and everybody associated with
this great accomplishment.

—————

CONDEMNING ANTI-SEMITISM

(Mr. MANN of Kansas was recognized
to address the House for 5 minutes.)

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, after dec-
ades of pledging Never Again, we are
watching the vile presence of anti-
Semitism rear its ugly head once
again.

First, the unthinkable happened 2
weeks ago here in the streets of the Na-
tion’s Capital when two staffers from
the Israeli Embassy, Yaron Lischinsky
and Sarah Milgrim, were brutally mur-
dered. Sarah was one of our own: a
Kansan, a native of Overland Park, and
a proud graduate of the University of
Kansas who cared deeply about the
shared human dignity of all people.

Then, just days ago, at a peaceful
pro-Israel demonstration in Colorado, a
Hamas sympathizer threw Molotov
cocktails into a crowd and injured
more than a dozen people while yelling:
“Free Palestine.”

Audrey and I are deeply grieved by
these senseless anti-Semitic terror at-
tacks, and we continue to lift up the
victims, their families, and their loved
ones in prayer.

Now is not the time to waver in our
commitment to Israel or the protection
of the humanity of our Jewish neigh-
bors here and around the world. Now is
the time to rededicate ourselves to the
God-given right to live in peace and
safety of Jewish people both in Israel
and across the globe. We must condemn
terrorism. We must condemn anti-Sem-
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itism, and we must call it out for what
it is: pure evil.

Our support of Israel must never ever
waver, and our response to anti-Semi-
tism must always be clear and imme-
diate.

AMERICA WINS AGAIN

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, over the
Memorial Day recess, Rasmussen found
that a majority of Americans say that
the country is on the right track.
Under President Trump, America keeps
winning again and again. Promises
made, promises kept.

Mr. Speaker, 77 million Americans
trusted President Trump to restore
common sense to our Nation’s Capital
by bringing down everyday costs, rein-
ing in our Federal spending, lowering
taxes, rolling back burdensome regula-
tions, strengthening our Nation’s bor-
der security, and getting our fiscal
house back in order. President Trump
has already begun delivering on that
mandate, and Congress is helping him
to advance this agenda.

Just a few days ago here in this
Chamber, House Republicans voted to
deliver the largest tax cut in American
history. We made long-overdue invest-
ments in our Nation’s border security
by funding the completion of the bor-
der wall, investing in modern tech-
nologies to assist in the interception of
drug and human smuggling, and in-
creased detention capacity for Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement as
they work to deport violent criminals
and gang members who are in this
country illegally.

Our bill supports American farmers,
ranchers, and ag producers like those
in the Big First District of Kansas who
want to see the farm safety net
strengthened by expanding crop insur-
ance and updating reference prices.

We permanently expanded the death
tax exemption, saving 2 million family
farms and saving those families more
than $10 billion.

We supported President Trump and
Secretary Duffy’s request to make
much-needed investments in the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration to mod-
ernize our air traffic control tech-
nology and infrastructure and uphold
the gold standard of American avia-
tion.

The One Big Beautiful Bill Act
strengthens our social safety net while
better stewarding the tax dollars of
hardworking Americans.

Americans are generous people, but
we cannot allow the government to
abuse that generosity. Programs like
Medicaid and SNAP were intended for
the most vulnerable populations in our
country: pregnant women, single par-
ents with kids too young for school,
low-income Americans, disabled indi-
viduals, and the elderly.

Over the years, these programs have
been exploited and expanded beyond
their initial intent, causing the cost of
these programs to skyrocket exponen-
tially. If taxpaying Americans can get
up every day and go to work, why
shouldn’t we ask the same thing of
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those who benefit from that gen-
erosity.

Our bill requires able-bodied adults
without kids too young for school to
work or volunteer at least 20 hours a
week. This includes volunteering at a
food pantry, a local church, or giving
back to their community.

It is disheartening that so many of
my Democratic colleagues would prefer
to lie about what our bill does and
limit Americans to a permanent des-
tination of government assistance
rather than empowering them to re-
turn to the ladder of opportunity. This
is not the American Dream.

I am hopeful that the Senate will
move quickly to get it over the finish
line and onto the President’s desk. The
country cannot afford to get this bill
wrong, and I trust that every single Re-
publican is committed to getting it to
the President as soon as possible and
helping America win yet again.

O 1100

NIH CUTS HARM OUR
CONSTITUENTS

(Ms. DEXTER of Oregon was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Ms. DEXTER. Mr. Speaker, this year,
I received a letter from Rachel, a
mother in my district with stage IV
lung cancer who is living on borrowed
time. She is depending on future inno-
vation driven by NIH research to see
her son grow up.

Her words are more powerful than
mine, so I will read them directly. ‘I
could write endless words about how
many will be devastated by these fund-
ing cuts, but this is not that kind of
letter. Despite my generous nature,
cancer has taught me to be selfish.

‘“Every single day, I think about my
mortality. How long do I have left? Is
that shoulder pain or something else?
Will I be alive to see my son graduate
from high school? He turned 11 [in Feb-
ruary], and I made him a lemon cake.

“NIH funding cuts will no doubt
shorten my life. There is no truth
about which I have ever been more cer-
tain.”

Mr. Speaker, our constituents are lit-
erally begging for their lives. As a phy-
sician and mother, I cannot speak
enough about the harm that this bill,
this cut to NIH funding, will do. I un-
derstand the importance of NIH fund-
ing because that is the driver of inno-
vation and scientific discovery.

To my Republican colleagues, now is
the time to show courage. Stop these
cuts to the NIH. Do not undermine sci-
entific innovation.

To Rachel, I will fight for you with
everything I have. You deserve to see
your son graduate.

———

HONORING OUR HEROES

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
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