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improvements to the grant program,
the bill that is before us today.

I look forward to continuing to work
with stakeholders and veterans groups
to find ways to make even more im-
provements to the Fox Grant Program,
but I won’t let perfect be the enemy of
the good. We can’t let this lifesaving
program that veterans and their fami-
lies rely on stop. That is what we are
here to do.

When it comes to the screening tool,
it is essential that all grantees use the
same protocol to determine the effec-
tiveness of services and programs.

The Columbia-Suicide Severity Rat-
ing Scale is currently a tool used by
VA as one component of an eligibility
screening and identifies individuals
with suicidal thoughts and behavior.

If we simply allow grantees to use
whatever protocol they choose, this
could create differing approaches and
confusion. The bill simply requires
that grantee servers include this essen-
tial screening tool. The code says in-
clude, not exclude or only.

This bill, as amended, preserves VA’s
flexibility to ensure the best results for
veterans who are seeking mental
health services in their most desperate
moments.

It is common sense to allow those
who are already providing mental
health services to receive grants for a
suicide prevention program. Not only
are these applicants subject to the
same level of scrutiny as previous
years’ grantees but they also receive
the same amount of funding.

The idea that this creates a loophole
or expands community care is far from
reality. Adding qualified providers to
the list of grantees helps keep the door
open for veterans seeking mental
health services. The reality is this pro-
gram is set to expire in September, and
we cannot allow this to happen.

Delay jeopardizes this program. We
have big problems to solve. Adding
qualified mental health providers will
only help.

I can appreciate the fact that the
Senate has a different perspective.
However, I find their approach to be
business as usual for Congress and VA.
Their bill would simply reauthorize the
program for longer and with more
money. It would also oblige VA to pro-
vide more vague reporting require-
ments and briefing, in other words,
more money and more bureaucracy.

If this program had been perfect,
maybe this would be a good idea. I
think we can do better by ensuring the
program continues longer, while giving
Congress the opportunity to revisit
these programs.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as she
may consume to the gentlewoman from
Iowa (Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS).

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I thank Chairman BoOST for yielding
time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 1969, the No Wrong Door for
Veterans Act. As an Army veteran of 24
years, a physician, and a Member of
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Congress, I have seen the toll that
service can take on our veterans, not
just physically but mentally and emo-
tionally. I have heard from too many
who feel forgotten once they have
taken off the uniform.

While I respect my colleague’s com-
ments from the other side of the aisle,
to ask for data for metrics and for out-
comes but not to provide a tool for
these grantees seems to be the wrong
path to take.

Mr. Speaker, 17 veterans die by sui-
cide every single day. That number
should shake this Chamber. It is a na-
tional tragedy and a moral call to ac-
tion. This bill reauthorizes and
strengthens the VA’s Staff Sergeant
Parker Gordon Fox Suicide Prevention
Grant Program, one of the most effec-
tive tools we have to get local, trusted
organizations the funding they need to
help struggling veterans.

In Iowa, I have seen incredible work
being done by people like Shane Saw-
yer, an Air Force special operations
combat veteran who helps lead the
Quad Cities Veterans Network. He
brings veterans together, not just to
socialize but to survive, to reconnect
with the tribe they lost, to rediscover
their identity, and to talk to people
who understand what they have been
through.

His work saves lives. It is that sim-
ple. This bill helps him and thousands
like him do even more. It also includes
my Veterans SPORT Act, which en-
sures veterans can access adaptive
prosthetics for sports and physical ac-
tivity.

Recovery isn’t just about prescrip-
tions. It is about purpose. Whether it is
walking a golf course or playing a team
sport, these activities can be the dif-
ference between isolation and hope.

Mr. Speaker, we made a promise to
our veterans. This bill is about keeping
it. It ensures no veteran falls through
the cracks. No door should be the
wrong door when a veteran is in crisis.
No door should be the wrong door when
it comes to making our veterans whole.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes” on H.R. 1969.
Let’s do the right thing by those who
put everything on the line for us.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to share my position on H.R.
1969, the No Wrong Door for Veterans
Act, as amended. I will always be sup-
portive of efforts to prevent veteran
suicide, but I remain concerned that
this bill does not do enough to ensure
the Fox Grant Program is working as
intended.

Veterans deserve our best legislative
efforts, not legislation that creates
more problems than it solves and that
does not take steps to improve suicide
prevention efforts.

That being said, I will not stand in
the way of forward progress on veteran
suicide prevention efforts, but I strong-
ly urge my House and Senate col-
leagues to work with us to ensure that
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final reauthorization of this program is
as robust as possible.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, once again, I
encourage all Members to support this
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 1969, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 39 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MCGUIRE) at 5 p.m.

————

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL
DISAPPROVAL OF THE RULE
SUBMITTED BY THE OFFICE OF
THE COMPTROLLER OF THE CUR-
RENCY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
THE TREASURY RELATING TO
THE REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS
UNDER THE BANK MERGER ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on passage of
the joint resolution (S.J. Res. 13) pro-
viding for congressional disapproval
under chapter 8 of title 5, United
States Code, of the rule submitted by
the Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency of the Department of the
Treasury relating to the review of ap-
plications under the Bank Merger Act,
on which the yeas and nays were or-
dered.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the joint
resolution.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 220, nays
207, not voting 6, as follows:



H2178

Aderholt
Alford
Allen
Amodei (NV)
Arrington
Babin
Bacon
Baird
Balderson
Barr
Barrett
Baumgartner
Bean (FL)
Begich
Bentz
Bergman
Bice

Biggs (AZ)
Biggs (SC)
Bilirakis
Boebert
Bost
Brecheen
Bresnahan
Buchanan
Burchett
Burlison
Calvert
Cammack
Carey
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Ciscomani
Cline
Cloud
Clyde

Cole
Collins
Comer
Crane
Crank
Crawford
Crenshaw
Cuellar
Davidson
De La Cruz
DesdJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Donalds
Downing
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Estes
Evans (CO)
Ezell
Fallon
Fedorchak
Feenstra
Fine
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flood
Fong

Foxx
Franklin, Scott
Fry
Fulcher
Garbarino
Gill (TX)

Adams
Aguilar
Amo
Ansari
Auchincloss
Balint
Barragan
Beatty
Bell

Bera
Beyer
Bishop
Bonamici
Boyle (PA)
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Bynum
Carbajal
Carson

[Roll No. 137]

YEAS—220

Gimenez
Goldman (TX)
Gonzales, Tony
Gooden
Gosar
Graves
Green (TN)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Hamadeh (AZ)
Haridopolos
Harrigan
Harris (MD)
Harris (NC)
Harshbarger
Hern (OK)
Higgins (LA)
Hill (AR)
Hinson
Houchin
Hudson
Huizenga
Hunt

Hurd (CO)
Issa

Jack
Jackson (TX)
James
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kean

Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy (UT)
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley (CA)
Kim

Knott
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Langworthy
Latta
Lawler

Lee (FL)
Letlow
Loudermilk
Lucas

Luna
Luttrell
Mace
Mackenzie
Malliotakis
Maloy

Mann

Massie

Mast

McCaul
McClain
McClintock
McCormick
McDowell
McGuire
Messmer
Meuser
Miller (IL)

NAYS—207

Carter (LA)
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Cisneros
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clyburn
Cohen
Conaway
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crockett
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Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills
Moolenaar
Moore (AL)
Moore (NC)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WV)
Moran
Murphy
Nehls
Newhouse
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ogles

Onder
Owens
Patronis
Perry
Pfluger
Reschenthaler
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rouzer

Roy

Rulli
Rutherford
Salazar
Scalise
Schmidt
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Self
Sessions
Shreve
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Spartz
Stauber
Stefanik
Steil
Steube
Strong
Stutzman
Taylor
Tenney
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Turner (OH)
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Wagner
Walberg
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Westerman
Wied
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Crow
Davids (KS)
Davis (IL)
Davis (NC)
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
Dexter
Dingell
Doggett
Elfreth
Escobar
Espaillat
Evans (PA)
Fields
Figures
Fletcher

Foster Lofgren Ryan
Foushee Lynch Salinas
Frankel, Lois Magaziner Séanchez
Friedman Mannion Scanlon
Frost Matsui Schakowsky
Garamendi McBath Schneider
Garcia (CA) McBride Scholten
Garcla (IL) McClain Delaney  Schrier
Garcia (TX) McClellan Scott (VA)
Gillen McCollum Scott, David
Golden (ME) McDonald Rivet Sewell
Goldman (NY) McGarvey Sherman
Gomez McGovern Sherrill
Gonzalez, V. Mclver Simon
Goodlapder Meeks Smith (WA)
Gottheimer Menendez Sorensen
Gray Meng Soto
Green, Al (TX) Mfume Stansbury
Harder (CA) Min Stevens
Hayes Moore (WI) Strickland
Himes Morelle
Horsford Morrison Subramanyam
Houlahan Moskowitz Suozzl
Hoyer Moulton Swalwell
Hoyle (OR) Mrvan Sykes
Huffman Mullin Takano
Ivey Nadler Thanedar
Jackson (IL) Neal Thompson (CA)
Jacobs Neguse Thompson (MS)
Jayapal Ocasio-Cortez T1tgs
Jeffries Olszewski Tlaib
Johnson (GA) Pallone Tokuda
Johnson (TX) Panetta Tonko
Kamlager-Dove Pappas Torres (CA)
Kaptur Pelosi Torres (NY)
Keating Perez Trahan
Kelly (IL) Peters Tran
Kennedy (NY) Pettersen Underwood
Khanna Pingree Vargas
Krishnamoorthi ~ Pocan Vasquez
Landsman Pou Vea§ey
Larsen (WA) Pressley Velazquez
Larson (CT) Quigley Vindman
Latimer Ramirez Wasserman
Lee (NV) Randall Schultz
Lee (PA) Raskin Waters
Leger Fernandez Riley (NY) Watson Coleman
Levin Rivas Whitesides
Liccardo Ross Williams (GA)
Lieu Ruiz Wilson (FL)
NOT VOTING—6
Cleaver Norcross Palmer
Connolly Omar Stanton
0 1730

Ms. PINGREE and Mrs. MCIVER

changed their vote from ‘‘yea” to

“nay.”

Mr. WITTMAN changed his vote from
“nay” to ‘‘yea.”

So the joint resolution was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. PALMER. Madam Speaker, | was un-
avoidably delayed. Had | been present, |
would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 137.

Mr. STANTON. Madam Speaker, | was nec-
essarily absent and missed one vote on the
House Floor during the 5 p.m. vote series
today. Had | been present, | would have voted
NAY on Roll Call No. 137.

HONORING 692ND TANK
DESTROYER BATTALION

(Mr. McGUIRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. McGUIRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the 692nd Tank De-
stroyer Battalion for their service in
World War II. Their accomplishments
cannot be overstated.

The 692nd Tank Destroyer Battalion
endured 195 consecutive days of combat
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across Europe in the fall of 1944
through the spring of 1945. They helped
free thousands of prisoners in the Da-
chau concentration camp. The day
after that, they captured Munich.

There are many names to be honored
in such a historic group, but two I
would like to highlight today are Cap-
tain William McQuade and the last sur-
viving veteran of the battalion, Jack
Myers. Their stories serve as a great
reminder of the dedication this great
generation had to the principle of free-
dom.

I thank them for their service, and
God bless America.

———

GOP TAX SCAM HURTS WOMEN
AND FAMILIES

(Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I recently heard from a mom
in Massachusetts. I will call her Ra-
chel.

Rachel’s son was born 3 months early
and then spent 2 years in the hospital.
He is finally home, but he needs a ven-
tilator and a feeding tube. Still, his
mom says he is the happiest little 3-
year-old in town.

They have been through a lot, but
they are able to get by—unless this Re-
publican budget becomes law.

Medicaid pays for the daily care this
little boy mneeds to survive. Rachel
wrote: “We are terrified about what
losing Medicaid support would mean
for our family.”

Moms have enough to deal with.
Let’s leave their healthcare alone.

————————

RECOGNIZING SHERIFF TIMOTHY
WILZ

(Mr. WIED asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WIED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize an exceptional man who
recently celebrated 30 years of dedi-
cated service to Waupaca County and
the citizens of northeast Wisconsin.

Last week, Waupaca County Sheriff
Timothy Wilz reached a milestone of
three decades of service in law enforce-
ment. From his time as a jailer and
dispatcher to his current role as sher-
iff, Timothy Wilz’s dedication to public
service is an inspiration to us all.

It is especially fitting that his 30-
year anniversary fell during National
Police Week, a time when we honor the
hard work of our law enforcement offi-
cers who put their lives on the line
every day to keep our communities
safe.

Throughout his impressive career,
Sheriff Wilz has served in multiple
roles that have been essential to main-
taining the safety of Waupaca County
residents.

Sheriff Wilz began his career in law
enforcement with the Manawa Police
Department in 1991 and became a cor-
rections officer in 1995 with the
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