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change and a reminder to prioritize
rest, connection, and the things that
contribute to our overall wellness.

In our great Buckeye State, we are
grateful to have multiple resources
available to help Ohioans in times of
need. The Ohio Department of Mental
Health and Addiction provides re-
sources and readily available services
with their Ohio CareLine available 24
hours a day and 7 days a week to offer
emotional support. By simply dialing
988, anyone in our Nation can access
the national mental health hotline,
which offers free and confidential sup-
port from trained counselors around
the clock.

I thank our local mental health pro-
viders, support workers, and first re-
sponders for the critical work they do
to intervene in times of need. Without
their timely response and attentive
care, our region could not be the
healthy and supportive place it is
today.

I recognize our local police officers,
who are often the first ones on the
scene of an emergency and the first
wave of assistance for someone experi-
encing a mental health emergency.
They are heroes, lifesavers, and an irre-
placeable cornerstone in our commu-
nities who help Ohioans live their lives
to the fullest.

With agriculture being the backbone
of southern Ohio, our region is home to
countless farmers, ranchers, and pro-
ducers who work hard to secure our Na-
tion’s food supply and put food on our
families’ tables. They work long hours
out in the fields, often on their own,
trying to turn a crop and a profit in a
challenging farming economy.

Being isolated from the resources
that are available in more urban areas,
farmers and farming families are fac-
ing a significant mental health chal-
lenge. With 96 percent of farms in
Ohio’s Second Congressional District
being family farms, this demonstrates
how close to home this issue hits my
district.

With the devastatingly high rate of
mental health challenges and sub-
stance abuse issues across our country,
where a person lives shouldn’t dictate
their ability to access critical
healthcare services.

Tragically, Ohio’s Second Congres-
sional District has the highest rate of
unintentional drug overdoses in our en-
tire State, which is often linked to
mental health challenges. That is why
I was proud to introduce the Rural
Wellness Act in March of this year,
which will reauthorize the
prioritization of grants for telemedi-
cine projects addressing behavioral and
mental health, including substance
abuse. These grants are part of the
United States Department of Agri-
culture’s Rural Development’s Dis-
tance Learning and Telemedicine Pro-
gram. It will make mental health care
services more accessible to those who
need them.

Congress should pass this bill to de-
liver critical care to farmers and rural
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families who so desperately need it.
However, in order to access
telehealthcare services, Congress must
also prioritize broadband expansion for
our Nation’s rural areas.

Rural families desperately need
telehealthcare services. These are only
accessible if families have internet ac-
cess. Large swaths of my district lack
access to high-speed internet, which
means rural families are isolated from
critical healthcare options, as well as
business and education opportunities
that could support families and allevi-
ate some of the stress that providers
are feeling.

Congress must tackle this problem
holistically. In this case, getting
broadband to our rural families could
make the difference between life and
death. All in all, expanded broadband
access would lead to significant mental
health benefits in our rural commu-
nities.

As we recognize Mental Health
Awareness Month, may each of us take
a moment to prioritize wellness and
reach out to those around us who
might need a helping hand.

I thank each friend, family member,
teacher, community leader, or public
servant who has lent their support to
someone experiencing mental health
challenges for their service. It is be-
cause of people like them that commu-
nities are safer, healthier, and more
supportive places to live.

———

SUPPORTING AGRITOURISM

(Mr. SUBRAMANYAM of Virginia was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today in support of the more than
28,000 farms that engage in agritourism
across the country, 1,600 of which are
in the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Agritourism, for those who don’t
know, is exactly what it sounds like.
We are bringing tourists to farms or
agricultural venues and offering expe-
riences related to farming, rural life,
and food.

From wineries like Stone Tower in
Leesburg, farm breweries like
Wheatland Spring in Waterford, you-
picks like Great Country Farms in
Bluemont, and llama and alpaca farms
like Double 8 Alpaca & Llama Ranch in
Purcellville, agritourism offers grow-
ing opportunities for farms to diversify
their revenues, connect with our com-
munities, and become more resilient.

Agritourism isn’t just a trend or fad.
It is an economic imperative for many
farmers.

In Virginia alone, agriculture is our
number one industry, but the majority
of farmers are not full-time farmers.
They need ways to pay for taxes and
maintenance of their land, and
agritourism has helped families across
Virginia do just that.

This isn’t just happening in Virginia.
Agritourism is now a billion-dollar in-
dustry across the country, and it keeps
growing. It is revitalizing local, rural,
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and small-town workforces. The tourist
dollars are also expanding hotels, res-
taurants, and businesses nearby.

These farms also offer unique edu-
cational and recreational opportunities
for children and families and help con-
nect the public to our food systems.
That is what I love about agritourism.
It is a win-win for everyone. Farmers
get to share their work and support
their farm, and visitors learn about
where their food comes from, who
grows the flowers they send on Moth-
er’s Day, and so much more.

This year, my family picked tulips
from Burnside Farms in Nokesville. We
ate strawberries at the Strawberry
Festival this past weekend at
Wegmeyer Farms in Lincoln. We vis-
ited Cox Farms for their delicious cider
donuts.

For many farmers, there is a lot of
uncertainty about Federal resources
available to them and where they
should go to ask questions about
agritourism. Since agritourism is a
form of nontraditional farming, the
Federal Government simply hasn’t
done much to help the industry, which
is why I am proud to work with Con-
gressman NEWHOUSE to introduce the
bipartisan AGRITOURISM Act, which
will ignite the industry and provide a
one-stop shop of resources like grants,
loans, and technical assistance for
farmers who want to participate in
agritourism.

These resources will attract private
investment not only in agritourism but
also support tourism and hospitality
industries in rural areas, which will
keep our farms and rural communities
strong, resilient, and thriving.

I also plan to relaunch the bipartisan
Agritourism Caucus with Congressman
DAVID ROUZER to highlight the
progress of this industry and how we
can continue to promote it. This was
first championed by my predecessor,
Congresswoman Jennifer Wexton.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
sign on to this bill and join the caucus
when we relaunch it so that we can
champion agritourism for farmers and
rural communities across America.

EFFECTS OF MOODY’S DOWNGRADE

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker,
Moody’s, a credit rating firm, down-
graded America’s credit rating this
past weekend. What does this mean? It
is like when your credit score goes
down. It will make it more expensive
for a country to borrow money, and the
interest rate on our $36 trillion debt
will go up.

How much do we spend on interest
right now? In 2024, we paid $892 billion
in interest payments. That is 13 per-
cent of our budget. That is more money
than we spent on law enforcement, edu-
cation, science, and transportation
combined.

Now, it is going to get worse because
this one big, beautiful bill coming up is
going to explode the deficit so we can
give tax cuts to billionaires and the
largest corporations while also slash-
ing Medicaid, food assistance, and
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other programs American families de-
pend on.

There is no fiscal responsibility in
this bill, and this bill will add $5 tril-
lion to the Federal debt.

This credit downgrade should be a
warning to reverse course. Instead, we
seem to be heading straight for fiscal
disaster, and we need to stand up to
this.

————
RECOGNIZING WINNERS OF 2025
FOURTH DISTRICT CONGRES-

SIONAL SPEECH COMPETITION

(Mr. ALFORD of Missouri was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the winners of our
2025 Fourth Congressional District
speech competition for the great State
of Missouri. This is our second year to
do this. It is a great competition.

Our next winner is Lucas Tate, who
is a junior at Odessa High School.
Lucas wrote: ‘“‘Freedom is a word that
rings loud in the hearts of many Amer-
icans. We all know what freedom is. We
all know what the absence of freedom
feels like, but what does it mean to
stand up for your freedom? Standing up
for your freedom is not always loud,
not always quiet. Standing up for your
freedom is swimming against the
school, looking for those who may fol-
low. It is a war cry against the face of
tyranny and injustice. It is a tough
battle, one that we as Americans must
be proud to face every day because,
simply, it is American.”

Our next winner is Tanner Gill, who
is in ninth grade at Raymore-Peculiar
High School. Tanner wrote: ‘‘Standing
for freedom means protecting the
rights and values that make America
strong. In our country, this means
making sure that people have justice,
fairness, and the ability to speak free-
ly. Everyone can help by being active
in their community and standing up
for what is right. Around the world, the
U.S. supports freedom by helping peo-
ple who live under unfair governments
by promoting democracy. As a leader,
America has a responsibility to set an
example and defend human rights.
Standing for freedom isn’t just about
words. It is about action. By respecting
our history and working to protect
freedom, we help make the world a bet-
ter place.”

Our next winner is Riley Olendorff,
who is a junior at Glasgow High
School. Riley wrote: ‘‘Standing for
freedom is having courage, integrity,
and speaking out against injustice.
Freedom includes protecting the rights
of others, even when it may be hard
and challenging. We have to be able to
defend our rights for ourselves and oth-
ers when there is risk of being taken
away. Freedom is not just about per-
sonal choices, advocating for fairness,
and presenting different opinions now
and for future generations. Past his-
tory has presented sacrifices from lead-
ers and soldiers who defend our na-
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tions. True freedom grows when people
are willing to stand up for themselves
and others. As an American, I am for-
tunate enough to live in a free country,
and I stand for what freedom means.”’

I thank everyone who participated in
this year’s congressional speech com-
petition, and I congratulate our win-
ners.

RECOGNIZING ALEWEL’S COUNTRY MEATS

Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Missouri’s Fourth

Congressional District May Small
Business of the Month, Alewel’s Coun-
try Meats.

What better month to highlight this
amazing small business than National
Beef Month?

What began as a small downtown gro-
cery store in 1932, Alewel’s has grown
into a fixture of Warrensburg’s local
community.

This federally inspected meat proc-
essing and retail facility developed old
German recipes to create quality fresh
meats and homemade specialty prod-
ucts.

Randy Alewel, the third-generation
CEO of Alewel’s Country Meats, has ex-
panded the facility four times now.

Today, we congratulate Alewel’s
Meats and thank them for their con-
tributions to Missouri and the Fourth
Congressional District.

RECOGNIZING RICK FULLERTON

Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize our May Veteran of
the Month, Mr. Rick Fullerton of Inde-
pendence, Missouri. He is a World War
IT vet and lives at the Missouri Vet-
erans Home in Warrensburg in our dis-
trict.

Mr. Fullerton attended Smith-Cotton
High School in Sedalia and graduated
in 1945. That September, he began his
service in the U.S. Army Air Corps. He
served as an accountant in Mobile, Ala-
bama, and he is so proud of the fact
that he was instrumental in making
sure our servicemen got paid for their
sacrifices.

Mr. Fullerton created a wonderful
family with his wife, Betty, and 2 chil-
dren, 4 stepchildren, 13 grandchildren,
and 8 great-grandchildren.

I am proud to honor Mr. Fullerton on
the floor today, and I thank him for his
service to our great Nation.

———

THANKING EMERGENCY MEDICAL
SERVICES PERSONNEL

(Mr. PATRONIS of Florida was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. PATRONIS. Mr. Speaker, in
honor of National EMS Week, I rise
today to thank the great men and
women of the emergency medical serv-
ices.

As the former CFO and State fire
marshal for the State of Florida, I saw
these men and women firsthand in ac-
tion during major events, such as dur-
ing the aftermath of Hurricanes Mi-
chael, Ian, Idalia, Helene, and Milton,
and, of course, the tragic building col-
lapse of Champlain Towers in Surfside.
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The mental and physical fortitude
that these heroes display daily is in-
spiring. It is a testament to who they
are as individuals.

The theme for National EMS Week is
“We Care for Everyone.”’

God chooses special angels among us
to serve, to heal, and to care for those
who are sick or injured.
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They rush into danger at a moment’s
notice without hesitation, giving hope
to those who need it the most.

These heroes work 24/7 3656 days a
year, missing holidays, birthdays, and
other special occasions to ensure our
communities are safe.

On behalf of a grateful nation and
myself, I thank EMS workers. I thank
these Americans in the EMS field for
all that they do.

As long as I have a voice in Wash-
ington, D.C., I will always support our
EMS professionals and every first re-
sponder working to serve our local
communities, the State of Florida, and
our great country.

RECOGNITION OF JUDGE REMINGTON

Mr. PATRONIS. Mr. Speaker, I end
on a solemn note as we honor the life
of Honorable Circuit Judge Tom Rem-
ington, who passed away on May 7,
2025, in Pensacola, Florida.

Tom dedicated over 60 years of his
life serving our Nation and our State,
first as an artillery and infantry officer
in Vietnam, where he earned the Com-
bat Infantryman Badge, two Purple
Hearts, two Bronze Stars with Valor,
and the Silver Star. His service was
featured on the History Channel and in
books like ‘‘Hill 875 and ‘“Dak To.”

After his military service, Tom grad-
uated from Florida State University
College of Law, joined the Florida bar
in 1971, and gained courtroom experi-
ence as both a public defender and as
assistant State’s attorney.

In 1995, he became a partner in the
renowned law firm of Smith, Anchors,
and Remington, serving as general
counsel to longtime Okaloosa County
Sheriff Larry Gilbert.

Tom was appointed to the circuit
court by Governor Lawton Chiles and
served over 20 years in Okaloosa and
Walton Counties. He held numerous
leadership roles, including chief judge
and officer in various legal organiza-
tions. Known for his humble and prin-
cipled approach to justice, Tom was
deeply respected and affectionately
called “T.R.”

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of northwest
Florida, my wife, Katie, and I offer
condolences to his wife, Dinah; the
Smith Remington firm; and children,
Scott, Mary, and Sara.

I urge all in Florida’s District One to
join us in honoring Judge Remington’s
remarkable commitment to service.

———

CONGRATULATING KADYN KULZER

(Mrs. FISCHBACH of Minnesota was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)
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