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Danny Ryan was born in the Savin 

Hill section of Dorchester in the city of 
Boston, Massachusetts, and remained 
devoted to the community throughout 
his life. 

He was involved in Dorchester youth 
sports. Danny volunteered in youth 
soccer before it was popular, and 
coached Little League. He was a huge 
supporter of the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Dorchester. He coached girls’ basket-
ball. 

Danny performed a thousand other 
acts of kindness, often with his special 
needs family members Michael or 
Rocco in tow, the kinds of things that 
would turn a cluster of three-deckers 
with people speaking seven different 
languages into a single community. 

Danny’s official title was court offi-
cer for the Boston Municipal Court. 
For over 30 years, Budzo’s job was to 
stand in court at the judge’s elbow, os-
tensibly as security. In reality, he was 
a witness as every sad, sorry, or sin-
ister episode on the court’s calendar 
that day proceeded to judgment. 

That experience put Danny in a posi-
tion to see humanity at its worst mo-
ments day after day and arraignment 
after arraignment: Abject poverty, bro-
ken families, homelessness, domestic 
violence, gang violence, much of it was 
fueled by a desperate lack of oppor-
tunity and a numbing level of sub-
stance abuse. It was enough to make 
anyone lose hope. 

While the court may have rendered 
judgment, Danny Ryan did not. It ap-
peared to have the opposite effect on 
Danny. It seemed to open his heart. 
Many believed that it was through that 
experience that Danny found his true 
purpose in life. He figured it out. He 
often recited the fact that 90 percent of 
the cases that came before the court 
and 90 percent of the sentenced individ-
uals had underlying substance abuse 
issues that were really at the root of 
their offensive behavior. 

He had this idea that if he could just 
get at the source of that substance 
abuse disorder and fix that problem, 
the other stuff either went away or be-
came more manageable. 

Danny didn’t just preach sobriety. He 
lived by example. Danny was sober for 
over 51 years, and he was extremely 
proud and grateful to be part of the 
wider recovery community. 

For over 15 years, Danny was on the 
board of directors for the Gavin Foun-
dation, a hugely successful substance 
abuse treatment program. He played a 
big role in helping the Gavin Founda-
tion expand and diversify their services 
into different populations across the 
city and to the city of Quincy. 

During AA meetings, Danny was al-
ways the first to welcome new mem-
bers and offer them help and guidance 
on their journey. There is no doubt, 
Mr. Speaker, that Danny Ryan helped 
keep families together and saved hun-
dreds of lives. He became transformed 
into someone whose purpose and pas-
sion in life was for helping others. 

No matter what their situation, he 
treated everyone with dignity and re-

spect. If someone needed help, meeting 
them or going halfway was never 
enough. He made it his business to go 
out of his way to assist those in need. 

Danny was a proud graduate of Bos-
ton College High School and a recipi-
ent of their Paul J. Hunter Man for 
Others Award. It is given to people who 
demonstrate high moral character and 
a strong sense of service to others. 
That was Danny. In fact, one of his fa-
vorite mottoes to live by was: Try to 
help three people a day. 

Danny and his wife, Dorothy, have 
four beautiful daughters: Melissa, 
Shannon, Danielle, and Kasey. He was 
a proud husband, father, grandfather, 
and was blessed with eight grand-
children. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I pray that 
Danny Ryan’s life and his work might 
serve as an example to us all. 

f 

REPUBLICAN BUDGET BILL 

(Ms. JOHNSON of Texas was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in complete outrage, not just in 
opposition, to this Republican budget 
bill. Behind the talking points, behind 
the smug press conferences, very deep 
in the fine print, it is all there. 

Mr. Speaker, 13.7 million Americans 
will lose their healthcare, and millions 
of families will see their food assist-
ance taken away. That is not my opin-
ion. Those are the numbers from the 
Congressional Budget Office. 

Republicans tell you: Don’t worry. 
No one is losing coverage. We are not 
cutting SNAP. 

Understand they are lying to you, 
and they know it. This bill is so shame-
ful that they are moving forward at 1 
a.m. in the morning, tonight, in the 
dead of night. 

Why? They are doing that because 
they hope we are asleep. They don’t 
want us paying attention. They don’t 
want us to know what they are, in fact, 
truly doing. They hope we are not 
watching, and they hope no one notices 
until it is too late. 

Texans are paying attention, and I 
am here to sound the alarm on this 
outrageous bill. In Texas, over 5 mil-
lion people depend on Medicaid. They 
are children with disabilities, working 
moms, and aging parents in nursing 
homes. These cuts will lead to fewer 
doctors, longer wait times, and hos-
pitals closing. Yes, people will die be-
cause they can’t get the care that they 
need. 

Mr. Speaker, let me tell you about 
Stephanie, a mom from Richardson, 
Texas. Her son was born with spina 
bifida. His entire life depends on the 
care they get through an emergency 
Medicaid waiver. This is his equip-
ment, his treatment, and his survival. 
Republicans in this Chamber will take 
that care away from Stephanie’s 11- 
year-old son. 

For what? Why are we doing this? 
Why are we causing so much pain 

across so many families in this country 
who depend on support for basic needs? 

It is so that Trump and his friends 
can have a huge tax cut. 

The other thing that is deeply con-
cerning is we have an incredibly large 
deficit, and all the Republicans pea-
cock around, parading about how atro-
cious the deficit is. This bill is going to 
add $4 trillion to the deficit. It is not 
conservative. It is not principally, fi-
nancially prudent, responsible legisla-
tion. It is outrageous and borderline 
criminal against the people of this 
country. 

Let’s talk about food assistance. Mr. 
Speaker, one in seven Texans rely on 
SNAP at a time when Trump’s tariffs 
have made groceries more expensive 
than ever. Republicans want to take 
food off the tables of families who are 
just trying to get by. 

This isn’t about fiscal responsibility. 
It is about cruelty. It is about choosing 
hedge fund managers and people like 
Elon Musk over hungry kids. 

Budgets are moral documents, and 
this one being put up by House Repub-
licans is morally bankrupt. I will not 
vote for a bill that abandons families 
like Stephanie’s and lets kids go hun-
gry or that sells out our most vulner-
able neighbors just to pay for another 
tax break for those who definitely do 
not need one. 

Mr. Speaker, if you are a Member of 
this body who claims to care about life, 
liberty, or your own constituents, you 
should not vote for it either. If you 
show me your budget, I will show you 
your values. 

Republicans have made their values 
crystal clear. They value a handful of 
wealthy people in this country over the 
millions of hardworking families who 
depend on the United States Govern-
ment. 

f 

HONORING STACY DAVIS GATES 

(Mrs. RAMIREZ of Illinois was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate an educator, a force 
for justice, an unapologetic champion 
of our Chicago communities, and my 
friend, Stacy Davis Gates. 

Stacy is a high school social studies 
teacher, a South Sider, a wife, and a 
mother. For many, she is best known 
as president of the Chicago Teachers 
Union and executive vice president of 
the Illinois Federation of Teachers. 

Stacy’s leadership has called us to 
bargain for our collective good and to 
think about how organized labor can 
win bold campaigns that build the 
schools, the communities, and the city 
that our children deserve. 

In 2019, she helped lead a 15-day 
strike and negotiated a historic con-
tract that ensured a nurse and a social 
worker in every Chicago public school. 
She secured sanctuary protections for 
immigrant families and supported stu-
dents and families experiencing home-
lessness. 
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Putting Chicago’s children at the 

center of everything she does, she has 
worked to build a collective of commu-
nity, and she has elected to create op-
portunities for our communities, at 
times confronting corporate and char-
ter interests head-on. She always puts 
our children at the center of what she 
does. 

b 1030 

On behalf of the Illinois’ Third Con-
gressional District, it is my sincere 
honor to commend Stacy Davis Gates 
for her dedication to educational eq-
uity in our city, in our State, and in 
our Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank and congratu-
late Stacy. 
HONORING LABOR ORGANIZERS KEITH KELLEHER 

AND MADELINE TALBOTT 
Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to honor my friends and con-
stituents, Madeline Talbott and Keith 
Kelleher, for a lifetime of labor orga-
nizing, community solidarity, and deep 
love. 

Madeline Talbott spent 37 years 
building ACORN and Action Now with 
thousands of dues-paying members, 
helping to found the Fight for $15 in 
Chicago: a campaign that grew nation-
ally and eventually brought $15 an hour 
to over 22 million workers across the 
country. 

Keith Kelleher founded ULU Local 
880 and eventually became president of 
SEIU Healthcare Illinois, Indiana, Mis-
souri, and Kansas and international 
vice president of SEIU. He built the 
largest union local in Chicago and Illi-
nois, from only 7 dues-paying members 
in 1983 to over 90,000 home care, 
childcare, and healthcare members 
today. 

Madeline and Keith have been part-
ners in love and organizing since 1979. 
They have left a lasting mark on com-
munity, labor, and political organizing. 
They have trained hundreds of people 
to ensure the movement continues. 
They have raised an incredible family, 
including their two daughters, Aileen 
and Ryan, who continue their orga-
nizing legacy. 

On behalf of Illinois’ Third Congres-
sional District, it is my privilege to 
commend Madeline Talbott and Keith 
Kelleher for their exceptional contribu-
tions as organizers, and their excep-
tional commitment to our fight for jus-
tice. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank and congratu-
late them. 

CONGRATULATING VICTOR GOMEZ, ILLINOIS 
STATE TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate my constituent 
from Wheaton, Victor Gomez, for his 
achievement as one of 2025 Illinois 
State Teachers of the Year. 

An educator in East Leyden High 
School, Victor Gomez is a passionate 
teacher, who for 6 years has trans-
formed the lives of his students. 

Through his commitment to bilin-
gual education, he has created more 
welcoming and culturally competent 

classrooms where students are chal-
lenged and inspired to pursue their 
goals. 

Mr. Gomez is also a mentor to aspir-
ing bilingual educators. In partnership 
with Elmhurst University and the 
Noyce PRIDE STEM Teacher Scholars 
program, he empowers educators from 
diverse backgrounds to bring their wis-
dom, their voice, and their experience 
into the profession. 

As a fluently bilingual Latina daugh-
ter of immigrants, I know the impor-
tance of having teachers and mentors 
who looked and sounded like me. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Illinois’ 
Third Congressional District, it is my 
privilege to commend Victor for nur-
turing equity in our classrooms, en-
couraging leadership in our commu-
nities, and building educators who re-
flect the diversity of our multiracial 
and multicultural democracy. 

I congratulate Victor again on win-
ning Illinois State Teacher of the Year. 
‘‘Congratulations’’; ‘‘felicidades.’’ 
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HONORING JOHN BROWN, 
ABOLITIONIST 

(Mrs. SYKES of Ohio was recognized 
to address the House for 5 minutes.) 

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to offer a resolution honoring 
one of the most uncompromising voices 
for freedom in American history, aboli-
tionist John Brown, on the occasion of 
the 225th anniversary of his birth. 

Born on May 9 in the year 1800 in 
Connecticut, John Brown was a man 
who did not simply believe in the cause 
of abolition. He lived for it. He fought 
for it. Ultimately, he died for it. 

From 1844 to 1854, John Brown and 
his family lived in Akron, Ohio, where 
he partnered in business with Colonel 
Simon Perkins, the son of the city’s 
founder. In fact, the house that John 
Brown lived in was on the same street 
where I grew up. It was just a few hun-
dred yards away. It was a constant and 
present reminder in my life to fight for 
what is right. 

John Brown was so much more than 
a businessman. He was a freedom fight-
er. His home in Akron became a stop 
on the Underground Railroad where he 
harbored enslaved people who had es-
caped and sought safety and a new life 
in a more enlightened part of the 
world. 

Later, in Springfield, Massachusetts, 
Brown used his wool warehouse as an-
other station on the Underground Rail-
road. He offered dignity, protection, 
and skills to those who escaped slavery 
and freed men, including how to farm 
and sustain themselves in a new life 
free from bondage. 

He used his wool business as a means 
to travel, to connect, and to advance 
the cause of abolition across State 
lines. 

However, when Congress passed the 
Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, which made 
it a Federal crime to aid a runaway 
slave and compelled even free States to 
enforce slavery, Brown took a very 
bold step. 

He organized the League of 
Gileadites, encouraging African Ameri-
cans to train in arms to defend their 
freedom against re-enslavement. He 
made clear: Freedom was not a privi-
lege. It was a right worth defending. 

In 1855, Brown and his sons traveled 
to Kansas, a territory torn by violent 
conflict over whether it would enter 
the Union as a free or a slave State. 
There he joined anti-slavery forces in 
what came to be known as Bleeding 
Kansas. He believed that slavery could 
not be voted away or reasoned away, it 
had to be confronted. 

In October of 1859, John Brown led 
one of the most daring and polarizing 
actions in American history. 

At Harpers Ferry, Virginia, he led a 
raid on the United States arsenal, in-
tending to initiate a slave revolt. Al-
though the raid ultimately failed and 
Brown was captured, tried, and exe-
cuted, he succeeded in forcing a divided 
nation to confront the moral crisis of 
slavery. 

Mr. Speaker, John Brown’s methods 
remain the subject of debate, but the 
righteousness of his cause is not. He 
understood what so many were unwill-
ing to admit, that slavery was a pro-
found evil, this country’s original sin, 
and that waiting for gradual change 
meant accepting the continued suf-
fering of millions. 

The House of Representatives now 
has the opportunity to formally recog-
nize his legacy. This resolution honors 
and commemorates the 225th anniver-
sary of John Brown’s birth and recog-
nizes the generational impact that 
John Brown had on the abolitionist 
movement and his enduring contribu-
tions to ending slavery in the United 
States of America. John Brown’s life 
reminds us that moral courage often 
requires action, uncomfortable, un-
popular, and even dangerous action. 
His legacy belongs not only to our past 
but to our ongoing struggling for jus-
tice today. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this resolution. 

f 

MEDICAID AND SOCIAL SECURITY 
CUTS 

(Mr. ESPAILLAT of New York was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, to-
night in the middle of the night and in 
darkness, away from the view of the 
American people, hidden in some com-
mittee room in the Capitol, the Rules 
Committee will meet. They are sched-
uled to meet at 1 a.m. in the morning 
when Americans are sleeping and when 
families are resting awaiting the next 
day. 

They are scheduled to meet to dis-
cuss at length Medicaid cuts. More 
than one-half of the residents in the 
district that I have the privilege to 
represent, the 13th Congressional Dis-
trict, encompassed by Harlem, east 
Harlem, Washington Heights, Inwood, 
and the northwest Bronx, more than 
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