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these parcels. Under the sale author-
ized by this bill, the current land-
owners would be given an opportunity 
to purchase the reversionary interests 
from the Federal Government so the 
landowners may pursue development or 
future conveyances of the land. 

The bill will allow the city of Sac-
ramento and Sacramento State Univer-
sity to move forward with the develop-
ment of an innovative and dynamic re-
search park. 

b 1730 
This bill includes standard convey-

ance language, including the require-
ment to sell the reversionary interests 
at fair market value. The conveyance 
is supported by the Department of the 
Interior. 

This transparent and targeted land 
conveyance would be a win-win for the 
Federal Government and the commu-
nity in Sacramento. 

I thank Representative MATSUI for 
her leadership. She has been working 
on this bill for several years. I know 
her constituents appreciate the hard 
work and perseverance. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the legislation, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time to 
close. 

This is straightforward legislation 
that will help private property owners 
develop their land without interference 
from the Federal Government. I sup-
port this bill and note that it unani-
mously passed the House last Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 952. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

FIRE SAFE ELECTRICAL 
CORRIDORS ACT OF 2025 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2492) to authorize the Sec-
retary of Agriculture and the Sec-
retary of the Interior to permit re-
moval of trees around electrical lines 
on National Forest System lands and 
Bureau of Land Management lands, re-
spectively, without conducting a tim-
ber sale, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2492 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Fire Safe 
Electrical Corridors Act of 2025’’. 
SEC. 2. PERMITS AND AGREEMENTS WITH ELEC-

TRICAL UTILITIES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—In any special use permit 

or easement on covered Federal lands pro-

vided to an electrical utility, the Secretary 
concerned may provide permission to cut and 
remove trees or other vegetation from with-
in the vicinity of distribution lines or trans-
mission lines without requiring a separate 
timber sale, if that cutting and removal is 
consistent with— 

(1) any applicable land and resource man-
agement plan; and 

(2) other applicable environmental laws 
(including regulations). 

(b) USE OF PROCEEDS.—A special use permit 
or easement that includes permission for 
cutting and removal described in subsection 
(a) shall include a requirement that, if the 
applicable electrical utility sells any portion 
of the material removed under the permit or 
easement, the electrical utility shall provide 
to the Secretary concerned any proceeds re-
ceived from the sale, less any transportation 
costs incurred in the sale. 

(c) EFFECT.—Nothing in subsection (b) 
shall require the sale of any material re-
moved under a permit or easement that in-
cludes permission for cutting and removal 
described in subsection (a). 

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) COVERED FEDERAL LANDS.—The term 

‘‘covered Federal lands’’ means— 
(A) National Forest System lands; and 
(B) lands managed by the Bureau of Land 

Management. 
(2) SECRETARY CONCERNED.—The term ‘‘Sec-

retary concerned’’ means— 
(A) with respect to National Forest System 

lands, the Secretary of Agriculture, acting 
through the Chief of the Forest Service; and 

(B) with respect to lands managed by the 
Bureau of Land Management, the Secretary 
of the Interior, acting through the Director 
of the Bureau of Land Management. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from Oregon (Ms. HOYLE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.R. 2492, the bill now under consid-
eration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 2492, the Fire Safe Electrical 
Corridors Act of 2025, led by Represent-
atives CARBAJAL and VALADAO. 

This legislation would allow the U.S. 
Forest Service to permit utility com-
panies to fully remove hazard trees and 
other vegetation near power lines with-
out requiring a separate timber sale. 
The legislation also includes provisions 
ensuring a fair return to the Federal 
Government when the timber is sold. 

Currently, utility companies are al-
lowed to fell hazard trees in their 
rights-of-way but are not permitted to 
remove them without going through 
the timber sale process. This unneces-
sary bureaucratic step leaves timber 
piled up in the rights-of-way for long 

periods, creating a significant wildfire 
risk, especially near communities in 
the wildland-urban interface. 

Hazard trees near power lines have 
proven to be a serious fire threat. In 
fact, the largest single wildfire in Cali-
fornia history, the Dixie fire, ignited 
when a tree fell onto electrical lines. 
As we enter into what is predicted to 
be another devastating fire year, it is 
more imperative than ever that we 
take every step to manage our forests 
and reduce wildfire risk. 

In January, the world watched as 
communities in southern California 
were virtually leveled by catastrophic 
wildfires. In the wake of that tragedy, 
the House came together to pass the 
Fix Our Forests Act on an overwhelm-
ingly bipartisan basis. The legislation 
we are considering today was included 
as part of the Fix Our Forests Act. 
Today is another opportunity for Con-
gress to meet the moment and pass 
commonsense forest management pol-
icy. 

I commend Representatives 
CARBAJAL and VALADAO for their bipar-
tisan collaboration on this legislation 
and on the Fix Our Forests Act. I urge 
adoption of the measure, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, 

Washington, DC, April 28, 2025. 
Hon. BRUCE WESTERMAN, 
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: This letter confirms 
our mutual understanding regarding H.R. 
2492, the ‘‘Fire Safe Electrical Corridors Act 
of 2025.’’ Thank you for collaborating with 
the Committee on Agriculture on the mat-
ters within our jurisdiction. 

The Committee on Agriculture will forego 
any further consideration of this bill. How-
ever, by foregoing consideration at this time, 
we do not waive any jurisdiction over any 
subject matter contained in this or similar 
legislation. The Committee on Agriculture 
also reserves the right to seek appointment 
of an appropriate number of conferees should 
it become necessary and ask that you sup-
port such a request. 

We would appreciate a response to this let-
ter confirming this understanding with re-
spect to H.R. 2492 and request a copy of our 
letters on this matter be published in the 
Congressional Record during Floor consider-
ation. 

Sincerely, 
GLENN ‘‘GT’’ THOMPSON, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES, 

Washington, DC, April 28, 2025. 
Hon. GLENN ‘‘GT’’ THOMPSON, 
Chairman, Committee on Agriculture, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I write regarding our 
mutual understanding of H.R. 2492, the ‘‘Fire 
Safe Electrical Corridors Act of 2025.’’ 

I recognize that the bill contains provi-
sions that fall within the jurisdiction of the 
Committee on Agriculture and appreciate 
your willingness to forgo further consider-
ation of the bill. I acknowledge that the 
Committee on Agriculture will not formally 
consider H.R. 2492 and agree that the inac-
tion of your Committee with respect to the 
bill does not waive any jurisdiction over the 
subject matter contained therein. 
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I am pleased to support your request to 

name members of the Committee on Agri-
culture to any conference committee to con-
sider such provisions. I will ensure that our 
exchange of letters is included in the Con-
gressional Record during floor consideration 
of the bill. I appreciate your cooperation re-
garding this legislation. 

Sincerely, 
BRUCE WESTERMAN, 

Chairman. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
2492, the Fire Safe Electrical Corridors 
Act of 2025, introduced by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. 
CARBAJAL). 

This bill would authorize the Secre-
taries of Agriculture and the Interior 
to permit electrical utilities to remove 
trees and vegetation near power lines 
on National Forest System and Bureau 
of Land Management lands without the 
need for a timber sale. 

This bill addresses a critical public 
safety issue, preventing wildfires 
caused by overgrown vegetation near 
electrical infrastructure, particularly 
in high-risk areas of the West. 

Current requirements for timber 
sales can delay essential maintenance 
and fire prevention efforts. This legis-
lation would streamline that process 
while maintaining environmental safe-
guards under existing land manage-
ment plans and Federal law. 

Importantly, the bill would ensure 
taxpayer fairness. If utilities sell any 
of the removed material, they must re-
turn the net proceeds to the Federal 
Government. Altogether, this bill pro-
vides a commonsense, bipartisan solu-
tion to reduce wildfire risk, improve 
grid safety, and enhance coordination 
between Federal land managers and 
utility providers. 

The bill respects environmental pro-
tections, avoids unnecessary bureauc-
racy, and promotes responsible land 
stewardship. I thank Representative 
CARBAJAL for his hard work on this 
bill. It will support community safety 
in his district and throughout the 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time. I am 
prepared to close and reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
CARBAJAL), the sponsor of this bill. 

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, I ex-
tend my thanks to Chairman 
WESTERMAN and Ranking Member 
HUFFMAN for their support in advanc-
ing my bipartisan legislation, Fire Safe 
Electrical Corridors Act, which I intro-
duced with Representatives VALADAO, 
COSTA, and FITZPATRICK. 

My Fire Safe Electrical Corridors 
Act is a commonsense solution to help 
us reduce the risk of catastrophic 
wildfires. It simply allows the United 

States Forest Service or the Bureau of 
Land Management to approve the re-
moval of hazardous trees or vegetation 
near power lines on Federal land with-
out the need for a timber sale. 

Unfortunately, catastrophic wildfires 
continue to ravage the Western United 
States, and we need commonsense solu-
tions that balance sustainable forest 
management practices with reducing 
wildfire risks. My legislation strives to 
find that solution and that balance. 

Currently, the United States Forest 
Service allows utility companies to cut 
down trees and branches in existing 
utility corridors. However, the dead 
vegetation cannot be removed from 
Federal land without a timber sale. 
This has created unnecessary red tape 
and led to the buildup of dry fuels 
around utility lines. 

We cannot continue with the status 
quo. Inaction can be deadly. I know be-
cause we have seen it. The 2017 Thomas 
fire, which created the conditions for 
the deadly Montecito debris flow that 
killed 23 people in my district. The 2018 
Camp fire and the 2021 Dixie fire were 
all started by electrical equipment. 
These fires were some of the largest 
and most destructive fires in Califor-
nia’s history. 

If we can take action to help save 
lives and protect property, we should. 
While there is more work ahead of us 
to continue to reduce the risk of 
wildfires, this is an important step. I 
am glad to be able to work with my 
colleagues across the aisle to get this 
done. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to support this important piece of leg-
islation. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge my colleagues to support this leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time to 
close. 

Mr. Speaker, passing H.R. 2492 would 
be an essential step toward reducing 
the urgent threat that wildfire poses to 
communities nationwide. Once again, I 
thank Representatives CARBAJAL and 
VALADAO for their leadership on this 
vital issue. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of this 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2492. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SALEM MARITIME NATIONAL HIS-
TORICAL PARK REDESIGNATION 
AND BOUNDARY STUDY ACT 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 

bill (H.R. 2215) to redesignate the 
Salem Maritime National Historic Site 
as the ‘‘Salem Maritime National His-
torical Park’’, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2215 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Salem Mari-
time National Historical Park Redesignation 
and Boundary Study Act’’. 
SEC. 2. SALEM MARITIME NATIONAL HISTORICAL 

PARK. 
(a) REDESIGNATION.—The Salem Maritime 

National Historic Site shall hereafter be 
known and designated as the ‘‘Salem Mari-
time National Historical Park’’. 

(b) REFERENCES IN LAW.—Any reference to 
the Salem Maritime National Historic Site 
in any law, regulation, map, document, 
record, or other paper of the United States 
shall be deemed to be a reference to the 
Salem Maritime National Historical Park. 
SEC. 3. BOUNDARY STUDY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
duct a boundary study to evaluate the suit-
ability and feasibility of including in the Na-
tional Park System, as part of the Salem 
Maritime National Historical Park (as redes-
ignated by section 2(a)), sites and resources 
in the study area associated with the study 
area’s— 

(1) maritime history; 
(2) coastal defenses; and 
(3) military history, including National 

Guard and militia activity. 
(b) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after 

the date on which funds are made available 
to conduct the study required under sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall submit to the 
Committee on Natural Resources of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources of the Sen-
ate a report containing— 

(1) the results of the study; and 
(2) any findings, conclusions, and rec-

ommendations of the Secretary. 
(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 

means the Secretary of the Interior. 
(2) STUDY AREA.—The term ‘‘study area’’ 

means Salem, Massachusetts, and its vicin-
ity, and includes the Salem Armory Visitor 
Center building and adjacent Salem Armory 
Park. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from Oregon (Ms. HOYLE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.R. 2215, the bill now under consid-
eration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of Rep-
resentative MOULTON’s bill, the Salem 
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