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while ensuring a stable operating envi-
ronment.

This legislation will enable the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration to implement annual ac-
cess and fee agreements and new oper-
ational requirements efficiently, pro-
vided we still have enough staff to op-
erate NOAA efficiently.

It will allow the United States and
its vessels operating under the treaty
to better utilize these benefits. This
bill will benefit U.S. fisheries and help
maintain a strong U.S. presence in the
South Pacific region.

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’ vote on
this bill, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from American Samoa (Mrs.
RADEWAGEN), the lead sponsor of this
bill.

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today in support of my bill, the
South Pacific Tuna Treaty Act.

I represent the beautiful islands of
American Samoa in the South Pacific.
This bill implements into statute the
most recent changes to the South Pa-
cific Tuna Treaty that was negotiated
between NOAA and other signatory
countries to the treaty.

These changes are important to sup-
port the American fishing fleet in the
South Pacific, of which many boats
call American Samoa home. These
changes improve the operational condi-
tions and flexibility for the fleet,
which is America’s last true distant-
water fishing fleet.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the bill’s co-
sponsor, the gentleman from Hawaii
(Mr. CASE), for his support of this legis-
lation.

“Live long and prosper.” ‘“Soifua ma
ia manuia.”

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, 1
urge my colleagues to support the leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, on
April 17, American Samoa celebrated
125 years as a territory of the United
States. As we observe this historic
milestone, enacting this legislation
will ensure that the United States will
continue its strong presence in the Pa-
cific region.

When President Reagan first signed
the legislation that established this
treaty in the 1980s, he spoke of the
bonds of friendship and affection that
unite our people. This bill will ensure
that these important partnerships will
continue for years and decades to
come.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Congresswoman
RADEWAGEN once again for her tireless
work on this legislation. I urge my col-
leagues to support its swift passage,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. CASE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in strong support of Congresswoman
RADEWAGEN’s South Pacific Tuna Trea-
ty Act. I am an original cosponsor of
this bill because we urgently need this
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update to U.S. law that will strengthen
our national tuna fleet, restore regu-
latory clarity and reinforce America’s
presence and partnerships across the
Pacific.

The South Pacific Tuna Treaty, first
signed in 1987, has long been the cor-
nerstone of U.S. access to the tuna-rich
waters of sixteen Pacific Island na-
tions. This access supports the oper-
ations of American purse-seine vessels,
ensuring that our fleet can remain
competitive in a region that is both
economically and strategically vital.

The amendments enacted in 2016 pro-
vided much-needed updates, including
clearer access terms and more flexible
mechanisms for engagement with Pa-
cific Island countries. But nearly a dec-
ade later, these improvements are still
not reflected in U.S. law.

This legal disconnect has left the
American fleet, including vessels oper-
ating out of Hawaii, in a state of regu-
latory limbo. Operators are forced to
navigate conflicting rules between
what the treaty allows and what our
domestic regulations enforce. It’s a sit-
uation that adds unnecessary risk, un-
certainty and cost to an industry that
is already facing tight margins and
fierce international competition.

This uncertainty has serious con-
sequences, particularly for Hawaii. My
home state is not just a waypoint for
the U.S. South Pacific fleet, it is a cen-
tral base of operations, home to many
of the crews, companies and services
that keep the industry running. The
fishing industry supports good-paying
jobs across the Hawaiian Islands and
ensures our communities have access
to healthy, locally sourced seafood.

The impact is equally critical in
American Samoa, where the tuna in-
dustry forms the backbone of the terri-
tory’s private sector and plays an es-
sential role in supporting families and
sustaining the local econony.

Passing the South Pacific Tuna Trea-
ty Act today will eliminate this long-
standing regulatory conflict, bring our
domestic laws into alignment with the
amended treaty and restore stability to
a sector that is vital to the economic
wellbeing of Hawaii and American
Samoa. It provides the clarity our fleet
needs to operate effectively and the
consistency our Pacific partners expect
from the United States.

The significance of this legislation
extends well beyond economic benefits.
The treaty itself embodies a broader
commitment, one rooted in decades of
cooperation, mutual respect and shared
responsibility for the stewardship of
ocean resources. By fully imple-
menting the amended treaty, we not
only support our fishermen and indus-
try partners but also reaffirm the
United States as a trusted ally to Pa-
cific Island nations, help strengthen re-
gional stability and reinforce our lead-
ership in a part of the world where
long-term relationships are built on
trust, continuity and cultural under-
standing.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this legislation—for the fu-
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ture of American fisheries, for the
strength of our partnerships across the
Pacific and for the communities in Ha-
waii and American Samoa that depend
on this industry.

Mahalo.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 531, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

REDESIGNATION OF PATERSON
GREAT FALLS NHP FACILITIES

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 249) to redesignate certain fa-
cilities at Paterson Great Falls Na-
tional Historical Park in honor of Con-
gressman Bill Pascrell, Jr.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 249

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. REDESIGNATION OF PATERSON
GREAT FALLS NHP FACILITIES.

(a) GREAT FALLS SCENIC OVERLOOK TRAIL
BRIDGE.—Great Falls Scenic Overlook Trail
Bridge at Paterson Great Falls National His-
torical Park shall hereafter be known and
designated as ‘‘Bill Pascrell, Jr. Scenic Over-
look Trail Bridge’’.

(b) OVERLOOK PARK.—Overlook Park at
Paterson Great Falls National Historical
Park shall hereafter be known and des-
ignated as ‘‘Bill Pascrell, Jr. Overlook
Park”.

(c) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to—

(1) Great Falls Scenic Overlook Trail
Bridge shall be deemed to be a reference to
Bill Pascrell, Jr. Scenic Overlook Trail
Bridge; and

(2) Overlook Park shall be deemed to be a
reference to Bill Pascrell, Jr. Overlook Park.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from Oregon (Ms. HOYLE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arkansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 249,
the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 249, introduced by Representa-
tive PALLONE, which would redesignate
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certain amenities at Paterson Great
Falls National Historical Park in
honor of the late Congressman Bill
Pascrell, Jr.

Specifically, this bipartisan bill
would rename two sites within the his-
torical park as the Bill Pascrell, Jr.
Scenic Overlook Trail Bridge and the
Bill Pascrell, Jr. Overlook Park.

Paterson, New Jersey, was home to
Congressman Pascrell, a former Mem-
ber of this body and, before that, a high
school teacher and college professor.

Congressman Pascrell was instru-
mental in the designation of the
Paterson Great Falls National Histor-
ical Park in 2009. Known for his
plainspoken demeanor and deep com-
mitment to his constituents, Congress-
man Pascrell served our Nation in the
U.S. Army and in this body for nearly
three decades, until his passing last
August.

Overlook Park is a 2.5-acre area pro-
viding panoramic views of the falls and
the gateway to the larger historical
park.

The Great Falls Scenic Overlook
Trail Bridge is one of two year-round
pedestrian bridges connecting visitors
to the falls. It serves approximately
300,000 visitors annually and links the
park’s visitors center to the falls’ view-
ing platform.

Mr. Speaker, this straightforward
and bipartisan legislation has the full
support of the entire New Jersey dele-
gation. I commend Representative
PALLONE for his work on this legisla-
tion. I support the bill, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in support of H.R. 249, a bill
that would ensure that the name of
Congressman Bill Pascrell, Jr., will for-
ever be etched into the landscape of the
city that he so passionately served.

This legislation would rename two
beloved landmarks within Paterson
Great Falls National Historical Park,
the Scenic Overlook Trail Bridge and
Overlook Park, as the Bill Pascrell, Jr.
Scenic Overlook Trail Bridge and the
Bill Pascrell, Jr. Overlook Park.

These places offer sweeping views of
the Great Falls, a symbol of American
ingenuity, labor, and power.

There could be no more fitting a trib-
ute to a man whose career reflected
those same qualities. For decades, Bill
Pascrell fought for the people of
Paterson and the State of New Jersey.
Anyone who visited Paterson, as I have
on many occasions, knew that he lived,
ate, and breathed Paterson. That man
loved Paterson and was Paterson.

Mr. Speaker, it is also fitting that,
on the week that we honor police offi-
cers, who put their lives on the line to
protect and serve us, this is the time
that we will pass this bill honoring Bill
Pascrell. He never backed down from
standing up for working people and for
first responders. From the halls of city
hall to Congress, he was a tireless ad-
vocate for working families, veterans,
public health, and local infrastructure.
Yet, what defined him was his
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unshakable belief in the potential of
his hometown, a city that helped build
America and the city that he never
stopped believing in.

By renaming these park features in
his honor, we are not just commemo-
rating his public service. We are link-
ing his legacy to a history of American
industry, immigration, and a resilience
that Great Falls represents.

Bill Pascrell deserves this legacy. He
was a legacy. He had a great sense of
humor, and when he walked in, every-
one knew he was in the room. We miss
him dearly here, and his name belongs
in this place not only in the official
record, but in the very landscape of the
community that he loved.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation to help ensure
that this legacy stands as strong and
enduring as the Great Falls them-
selves, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further requests for time. I am
prepared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 4 minutes to the gentlewoman
from New Jersey (Ms. Pou).

Ms. POU. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentlewoman for yielding to me.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
249, a bill to redesignate parts of the
Paterson Great Falls National Histor-
ical Park in honor of the late Congress-
man Bill Pascrell, Jr.

I thank my friend and fellow New
Jerseyan, Congressman FRANK PAL-
LONE, for leading this effort. I am a
proud original cosponsor of this impor-
tant measure to honor the legacy of
one of Paterson’s greatest sons, Con-
gressman Pascrell.

Congressman Pascrell was my dear
friend and a mentor to me. He was
known throughout our State for his
closely held convictions. He spoke up
and spoke out for what he believed in,
and he never ever backed down from a
fight.

Many years ago, Bill had a vision for
the Great Falls. He knew that, with
adequate Federal resources and fund-
ing, the Great Falls could be an anchor
for Paterson’s rebirth and revitaliza-
tion.

Once he arrived in Washington, he
rolled up his sleeves and got to work.
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Bill fought relentlessly to secure the
designation of the Great Falls as a Na-
tional Historic Park in 2009. When it
was signed into law by President
Obama, it was a proud day for our city
and our entire State.

This designation unlocked a flood of
new rehabilitation and expansion
projects that have transformed the
Great Falls into a hub for tourism and
recreation.

This includes the expansion of the
park’s boundaries to encompass the
historic Hinchliffe Stadium. The Great
Falls is the crown jewel of our great
city. After Niagara Falls, by volume, it
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is the largest set of waterfalls east of
the Mississippi River. Hundreds of
thousands of tourists come from all
over the world to be inspired by the
beauty of its roaring water.

Additionally, our Great Falls are
unique as both a historical and na-
tional landmark. Alexander Hamilton
used the power of the falls to help start
the industrial revolution right in the
heart of Paterson, New Jersey.

Overlook Park is the center of our
national park. This part of the district
is where you get the classic view of our
famous falls. The pedestrian bridge is
another favorite part of the park, a
place where you can get a topside view
of the falls and can physically feel its
majesty, along with the mists from the
mighty Passaic River.

Mr. Speaker, with the passage of this
measure into law to rename these two
locations, Bill Pascrell’s tireless advo-
cacy will be rightfully remembered by
generations of Patersonians. As a
proud Patersonian, let me just say, I
urge all my colleagues to support the
passage of this measure.

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I
urge my colleagues to support the leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, this
is a straightforward, bipartisan bill
that renames beloved sites for the late
Representative Bill Pascrell, Jr. I urge
its adoption and yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 249.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

APEX AREA TECHNICAL
CORRECTIONS ACT

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 618) to amend the Apex
Project, Nevada Land Transfer and Au-
thorization Act of 1989 to include the
City of North Las Vegas and the Apex
Industrial Park Owners Association,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 618

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Apexr Area
Technical Corrections Act’.

SEC. 2. APEX PROJECT, NEVADA LAND TRANSFER
AND AUTHORIZATION ACT OF 1989.

The Apex Project, Nevada Land Transfer and
Authorization Act of 1989 (Public Law 101-67;
103 Stat. 168) is amended—
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