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resources on going after traditional
crime, organized crime, bad guys, gang
activity. I think that is probably where
they think it should be, but, no, they
are spending half their budget, half
their personnel on surveillance of
Americans. I think that is a little dif-
ferent.

How about the ATF? We all know the
example of the ATF raiding Bryan
Malinowski’s home. Bryan Malinowski
was the highest paid official in the Lit-
tle Rock, Arkansas, municipal govern-
ment. He ran the Bill and Hillary Clin-
ton airport. He was a gun hobbyist. The
ATF thinks he has done something
wrong. Instead of just going and vis-
iting him, coming to see him, picking
him up at his work, taking him back to
his house to execute the warrant, the
search warrant, no, they had to kick in
his door, predawn raid, 10 cars pull up.
The first thing you see on the doorbell
cam is them putting tape on the cam-
era. Mr. Speaker, 53 seconds later,
Bryan Malinowski has been shot in the
head and subsequently dies.

I am for these agencies actually serv-
ing the taxpayers, not being engaged in
things like that. We respect the police
and want it done right. At the local
level, God bless them. I have not been
for defunding them. We are for hon-
oring local police, like this good sher-
iff, this Member of Congress, and what
they do day in and day out. That is
what this resolution was about.

The other side, they want to come
here and start talking about all kinds
of things I didn’t intend to. You heard
my opening statement. You heard the
gentleman’s opening statement. How-
ever, the other side wants to go start
attacking things.

Okay, fine. We are just setting the
record straight. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Yes, the record is becoming increas-
ingly clear here. My colleagues don’t
want to do anything about the disman-
tling of hundreds of millions of dollars
of funds that we appropriated at the
Department of Justice that have been
mysteriously deleted by a DOGE em-
ployee from local law enforcement.
These are grants that go to local police
departments and victim assistance
agencies all over the country. They got
rid of that.

Then the President comes forward
with a budget that will cut more than
$1.5 billion, maybe $2 billion from local
law enforcement to go after violent
crime, hate crime, to defend the vic-
tims of rape and sexual assault, and my
colleague changes the subject once
again to talk about weaponization.

We have never seen weaponization of
the government like what we have seen
under Donald Trump and his Depart-
ment of Justice. The first thing they
did was they got rid of a dozen experi-
enced veteran criminal prosecutors in
the U.S. Attorney’s office and the De-
partment of Justice simply because
they had worked to prosecute January
6 insurrectionists and rioters.
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Yes, let me repeat that. They fired
prosecutors for doing nothing more
than their jobs to prosecute the crimi-
nals who beat the daylights out of our
police officers, and they sacked all of
those prosecutors. They were some of
the most experienced veteran prosecu-
tors that we have in the U.S. Attor-
ney’s office. Then he named to be the
acting U.S. Attorney Ed Martin. He
was just forced to withdraw that nomi-
nation because he was standing by a
Neo-Nazi Holocaust revisionist who
said that Hitler’s problem was that he
didn’t finish the job. He also said that
those who are born with disabilities
should be killed at birth. Ed Martin
called him a great man and a great
leader.

He withdrew the nomination, but
still he put Ed Martin in the Depart-
ment of Justice in a position that is
not subject to Senate confirmation.
They have weaponized the Department
of Justice. They have weaponized the
Department of State. They are going
after anybody they describe as a polit-
ical enemy. Ed Martin was writing let-
ters to Members of Congress when he
didn’t like what they had to say.

We have never seen weaponization of
the government like what is taking
place right now. They took the U.S.
Pardon Attorney Liz Oyer, and they
sacked her because she refused to take
the position that Mel Gibson should
get his guns back. That wasn’t part of
her job, but they tried to conscript her
to it. The pardon attorney refused to
do it because she said that was not her
job and there were too many questions
about domestic violence episodes.

If you want to have a separate hear-
ing on weaponization of the govern-
ment under Donald Trump, let’s do it.
In the meantime, let’s support local
law enforcement and let’s support Fed-
eral law enforcement. Let’s have an-
other resolution praising all law en-
forcement for what they do, and let’s
get that plaque up.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time to close.

Mr. Speaker, again, I would empha-
size what a fine resolution we have
here sponsored by the gentleman from
Mississippi, and we do. We all do appre-
ciate the work of our law enforcement
men and women who put that uniform
on every day, risk their lives to protect
our families, our communities, all the
things that we care about.

We hope this resolution is a unani-
mous vote. We hope both sides support
it.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ONDER). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. JORDAN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 30.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

H1965

Mr. EZELL. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

BENEFITS THAT ENDURE FOR
LIFETIMES OF SERVICE ACT

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1682) to amend the Federal
Lands Recreation Enhancement Act to
provide for lifetime National Parks and
Federal Recreational Lands Passes for
family members of members of the
Armed Forces who lost their lives
while serving their country.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1682

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Benefits
that Endure for Lifetimes Of Service Act” or
“BELO’S Act”.

SEC. 2. LIFETIME PASSES.

Section 805(b)(2) of the Federal Lands
Recreation Enhancement Act (16 TU.S.C.
6804(b)(2)) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

‘(D) Any individual who is a survivor enti-
tled to—

‘(i) a death gratuity under section 1475 of
title 10, United States Code; or

‘“(ii) dependency and indemnity compensa-
tion under chapter 13 of title 38, United
States Code.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from Oregon (Ms. HOYLE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arkansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1682,
the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 1682, the Benefits that Endure

for Lifetimes Of Service Act, or
BELO’S Act.
This bill, led by Representatives

Evans and Panetta, expands access to
free lifetime passes to our national
parks and public lands to Gold Star
next of kin and families of veterans
who pass away due to a service-related
illness or injury.

Across our great Nation, military
families play a vital role in safe-
guarding our freedoms. They provide
unwavering support to the courageous
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military servicemembers who risk
their lives defending America. When
these troops make the ultimate sac-
rifice for our country, the emotional
impact on their families is devastating.

While nothing can replace a lost
loved one, outdoor recreation has a
proven track record of providing at
least some measure of relief in times of
profound tragedy.

In 2021, Congress permanently codi-
fied free lifetime passes to our national
parks and public lands for Gold Star
families in the Alexander Lofgren Vet-
erans in Parks Act, a bill I proudly co-
sponsored and helped champion
through the Natural Resources Com-
mittee.

Unfortunately, the eligibility for
these passes did not include families
whose relatives were killed in incidents
such as hazardous training accidents or
due to a service-related illness.

H.R. 1682, however, would expand ac-
cess to free lifetime America the Beau-
tiful passes to Gold Star and next of
kin family members and family mem-
bers of fallen veterans. This legislation
is a meaningful way to support families
whose loved ones were lost in selfless
service to our Nation.

I commend Representative EVANS for
spearheading this noble effort. As a
former captain in the Army National
Guard, Representative EVANS under-
stands the sacrifices of our service-
members and their families. In fact,
the namesake of this legislation honors
a former soldier of Representative
EvVANS, Marc Belo, who dedicated over
half of his life to serving our country
in the Marine Corps, the District of Co-
lumbia Army National Guard, and the
Colorado Army National Guard. Marc
was one of the first responders to the
Pentagon on 9/11.

Just months after his swearing in,
Representative EVANS is already deliv-
ering for the people of his district and
military families across the country.

Mr. Speaker, I reiterate my strong
support for his bill, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
1682, a crucial measure that would
guarantee free access to our national
treasures for all Gold Star families.

To honor the sacrifice and service of
their loved ones, Congress has provided
Gold Star families with a free America
the Beautiful pass that covers entrance
fees and standard day-use fees for na-
tional parks and other Federal recre-
ation sites.

However, eligibility for this program
is limited and leaves some families out
because of a technicality. This bill
would fix that oversight by broadening
access to include families of service-
members who died during inactive or
Active-Duty training, as well as travel
to and from training or duty stations.

These families have already made the
ultimate sacrifice for our country, and
they deserve for us to fix this techni-
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cality. I thank Representative EVANS
for bringing this forward and everyone
who worked on this in a bipartisan way
to make this happen.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. EVANS), the lead sponsor
of the bill.

Mr. EVANS of Colorado. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in strong support of this
bill, H.R. 1682, the Benefits that Endure
for Lifetimes Of Service Act, or
BELO’S Act, named after Marc Belo, a
fellow veteran, aviation legend, and
friend with whom I had the great honor
of serving.

This bill would honor our Nation’s
fallen heroes and their loved ones by
expanding free access to national parks
to the families of veterans who pass
away from a service-related illness or
accident.

As a former Army Black Hawk heli-
copter pilot, I had the blessing of serv-
ing with countless men and women
across the Active-Duty, Reserve, and
National Guard components of our
Armed Forces. During that time, I
took on many roles, from supporting
wildfire fighting efforts to deploying as
part of Operation Enduring Freedom.
Mr. Speaker, any soldier or veteran
will tell you that service to the Nation
takes many forms, but that also means
sacrifice does, too.

When I learned that, under existing
law, only the families of soldiers who
died in Active-Duty combat operations
were eligible for free lifetime national
parks passes, I immediately thought of
my friend and fellow veteran, First
Sergeant Marc Belo.

I served alongside Sergeant Belo for a
decade in the Colorado Army National
Guard. Belo was already a senior ser-
geant and crew chief when I was a
young lieutenant. He took me under
his wing from day one. Whether it was
a domestic operation, including fight-
ing fires and conducting search and
rescues, or whether it was deployment
overseas to the Middle East as part of
Operation Enduring Freedom, Marc
and I were in it together.

He was the heart and soul of our
company, Alpha Company ‘‘Wolfpack,”’
and the 2-135th General Support Avia-
tion Battalion ‘‘Blackjacks.”” An ama-
teur photographer and a true patriot
who was a 9/11 first responder and who
gave his life to his Nation for more
than 30 years, the passage of this bill
could not come at a more timely, if
tragic, moment.

Unfortunately, 1 year ago this week,
Marc passed away from cancer related
to his military service. His family,
friends, and all who served with him
were devastated.

Mr. Speaker, a friend you served with
being taken far too soon by a service-
related illness or injury is a story that,
unfortunately, sounds all too familiar
to veterans all across our country. The
circumstances of their deaths can
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never minimize the magnitude of their
sacrifice.

That is why I am so proud to sponsor
the bipartisan BELO’S Act, along with
the gentleman from California (Mr. PA-
NETTA). This ensures that the families
of servicemembers who die in cir-
cumstances not related to combat, like
training accidents or service-connected
illness, are still honored with free life-
time passes to enjoy America’s beau-
tiful national parks.

While this will benefit military fami-
lies from coast to coast, it will espe-
cially make a difference for the mili-
tary families in my district, who are
blessed to live so close to some of the
most beautiful public lands and na-
tional parks in the country. It is truly
the least that we can do to thank these
veterans’ families for serving right
alongside their loved ones.

Veterans and military families often
find solace, peace, and healing in the
great outdoors. Whether it is coping
with PTSD, undergoing physical train-
ing, or coming to terms with the loss of
a loved one, national parks play a vital
role in their health and well-being.

It is my sincere hope that this bill
can play a small role in helping mili-
tary families, like the Belos, find peace
in their loss and honor their loved ones
who are taken from them too soon.

This week marks 1 year since Marc
left us, but his legacy lives on and is
now helping other veterans to do the
same.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in honoring American heroes
like Marc Belo and their families by
passing this important bill.

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, 1
urge my colleagues to support the leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to once
again thank Representatives EVANS
and PANETTA for their efforts to intro-
duce this meaningful legislation.

This bill would reduce the financial
burden on our military families who
want to visit our national parks and
expand their access to the healing pow-
ers of outdoor recreation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of this
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1682.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————
FLATSIDE WILDERNESS
ADDITIONS ACT
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I

move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1612) to designate the
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