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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mrs. SPARTZ. Mr. Speaker, had | been
present, | would have voted YEA on Roll Call
No. 119 and YEA on Roll Call No. 120.

———————

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BAUMGARTNER). Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from New
York?

There was no objection.

———

MOMENT OF SILENCE IN MEMORY
OF LANCE CORPORAL ALBERT A.
AGUILERA AND LANCE COR-
PORAL MARCELINO M. GAMINO

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, we gath-
er on the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives to pay tribute to two
United States marines who died in
service to our Nation. Lance Corporal
Albert A. Aguilera of Riverside and
Lance Corporal Marcelino M. Gamino
of Fresno were both Kkilled in a tragic
vehicle accident while on deployment
as part of Joint Task Force-Southern
Border.

Both were combat engineers with the
1st Marine Division at Camp Pen-
dleton, and both were far too young to
be taken from their families, friends,
and fellow marines.

It is a terrible grief that these fami-
lies now carry, and it is incumbent on
all of us as a Nation to remember the
sacrifice of these young men.

I ask all my colleagues to join us in
a moment of silence in memory of
Lance Corporal Aguilera and Lance
Corporal Gamino.

————

MEDICAID RUMORS

(Mr. HARRIS of Maryland asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. HARRIS of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, I am sure what you are going to
hear on the floor today is what you
have heard in the past, these rumors
that somehow those mean, nasty Re-
publicans are going to cut Medicaid.

It reminds me of what Groucho Marx
once said: Who you going to believe,
these claims or your lying eyes?

This is the graph of what the Repub-
lican plan is for Medicaid spending
over the next 10 years. This assumes
that we actually get all the able-bod-
ied, single people without children on
Medicaid to agree to work 20 hours a
week or volunteer at a church or train.
It doesn’t seem like too much. The av-
erage American thinks that is pretty
reasonable.

If we eliminate all the fraud, waste,
and abuse—and there is plenty of it—
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we are left with at least a 25 percent
increase in Medicaid over the next 10
yvears from the current spending level.
Only in Washington could anyone
claim that is a cut.

Mr. Speaker, who are you going to
believe, the claims or your lying eyes?

———

MENTAL HEALTH SOLUTIONS

(Mrs. SYKES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak about an issue that
touches every community in this coun-
try: mental health.

More than one in five adults in the
United States live with a mental
health illness. These are our friends,
neighbors, coworkers, or family mem-
bers. For many of us, this is a deeply
personal issue.

Whether you live in a big city or a
small town, almost everyone has a per-
son in their life who is struggling, and
chances are you know someone who
has struggled or you could be strug-
gling yourself.

In Ohio, we have seen just how ur-
gent this crisis has become, where we
have only about half the behavioral
health workforce we need to meet the
demand. In fact, there is just one psy-
chiatrist for every 6,000 Ohioans. That
is not just a workforce problem. It is a
public health emergency, a safety
issue, and a challenge to our quality of
life.

When I came to Congress, I promised
to work with anyone from either side
of the aisle to address the challenges
that matter most to the people of
Ohio’s 13th. That is why I have reintro-
duced the Mental Health Improvement
Act, a bipartisan bill to provide tens of
millions of dollars annually to expand
our behavioral health workforce, help-
ing to train, recruit, and retain mental
health professionals across the coun-
try.

It is a commonsense solution that
will bring resources directly to com-
munities like mine, helping to address
addiction, reduce suicide, and ensure
more Americans get the care they need
when they need it.

I hope that everyone joins me in
passing this bipartisan bill. Our coun-
try demands it.

——
0O 1745
PROTECTING MEDICAID

(Mr. HARRIS of North Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. HARRIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, why is the Federal Govern-
ment spending more taxpayer dollars
on healthcare for illegal aliens and
basement bums instead of those who
truly need it? For the past several
weeks, there have been fearful rum-
blings on both sides of the aisle about
reforming Medicaid.
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Here is the bottom line. If we fail to
act now and allow millions more work-
ing, capable adults to continue to free-
load off ObamaCare expansion, tax-
payers will bear the burden of what
will become a $1 trillion program.

ObamaCare significantly expanded
Medicaid, and it is quickly bank-
rupting the program. Ironically, Med-
icaid expansion has shifted resources
away from the most vulnerable Ameri-
cans—single moms, infants, and the
disabled—in favor of adults capable of
working.

Mr. Speaker, if 30-year-olds living in
their parents’ house get more Federal
Medicaid benefits than pregnant, single
mothers, then it is clear the system is
utterly broken and in dire need of re-
form. We have a once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity before us to finally do what
we said we would do.

———

PROTECTING SOCIAL SECURITY
BENEFITS

(Mr. DELUZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DELUZIO. Mr. Speaker, I rep-
resent more than 180,000 people in west-
ern Pennsylvania who receive Social
Security benefits. Those are earned
benefits. My constituents receive more
than $350 million of those monthly ben-
efits.

I join my colleagues in sounding the
alarm on this administration’s attacks
on the bedrock national promise of So-
cial Security, which Mr. Musk called a
Ponzi scheme. We have already seen
firings in the Social Security Adminis-
tration, threatening to close field of-
fices, a website crashing several times
in March, a plan to end paper checks as
an option, and DOGE accessing sen-
sitive data systems.

All of this puts people at risk, and
the impact will be clear. It means
longer waits and travel times to get
the benefits people have earned, put-
ting those benefits at risk.

My office has gotten hundreds and
hundreds of calls from constituents
who are worried about their Social Se-
curity benefits. My Social Security
telephone townhall had nearly 18,000
people. More than 2,000 folks responded
to my survey about these problems.
Why? People are worried about their
earned benefits,

Mr. Speaker, I will continue to stand
strong against these attacks on Social
Security.

———

HONORING LINDA JOHNSON WADE
FOR 50 YEARS OF SERVICE

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the over 50
years of service that Linda Johnson
Wade has provided the citizens of
Pooler, Bloomingdale, Garden City,
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