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If Republicans carry out their stated 

plans, it will be one of the largest gov-
ernment handouts in American his-
tory, paid for by those who can least 
afford it and delivered to those who 
need it least. Talk about corporate wel-
fare. 

While the rich will get their tax cut, 
working families will be stuck footing 
the bill for Trump’s tariffs. It is not 
too late for Republicans to change 
course. I pray that enough of them find 
the courage to push back against this 
plan, to listen to their constituents, 
and to do the right thing. 

We don’t need to slash Medicaid and 
SNAP, and we can move forward with a 
sensible tax bill that invests in fami-
lies and the middle class, not just bil-
lionaires and the Fortune 500. I urge 
my colleagues to vote down this resolu-
tion, reject these unserious bills, and 
join us in the business of governing for 
the public good, the common good. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of 
my time for the purpose of closing. 

Mr. Speaker, we have heard a lot 
over the last few minutes about the 
$2.6 billion a day interest payment that 
the Democrats, under Joe Biden’s lead, 
left the United States citizens with. 
Now we hear their demand that we 
allow the current tax rates to expire, 
thereby raising taxes on virtually 
every American citizen. 

It is very convenient that they say 
billionaires. Now, they have acknowl-
edged millionaires, but just factually 
speaking, if the tax rates are allowed 
to expire, virtually every American 
that works would receive a tax in-
crease. We as Republicans are com-
mitted to stopping that. 

Today, and this week, the House has 
the ability to advance two pieces of 
legislation under this rule: 

H.R. 276, the Gulf of America Act, 
which simply reflects the Gulf’s impor-
tance to our country, the United States 
of America, and H.R. 881, the DHS re-
strictions on Confucius Institutes and 
Chinese Entities of Concern Act which 
puts our national security first and 
bans eligibility for DHS funding from 
an institution with a relationship to a 
Confucius Institute, Thousand Talents 
Program, or Chinese entities of con-
cern until such relationship is termi-
nated. 

Mr. Speaker, the Chinese Communist 
Party is our enemy. That is a decision 
that they have made. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in voting ‘‘yes’’ on 
the previous question and ‘‘yes’’ on the 
rule. 

The material previously referred to 
by Ms. SCANLON is as follows: 

AN AMENDMENT TO H. RES. 377 OFFERED BY 
MS. SCANLON OF PENNSYLVANIA 

At the end of the resolution, add the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. 3. Immediately upon adoption of this 
resolution, the House shall proceed to the 
consideration in the House of the bill (H.R. 
2753) to amend the Congressional Budget Act 

of 1974 to provide for a point of order against 
reconciliation measures that cut benefits for 
Medicaid or the Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program, and for other purposes. 
All points of order against consideration of 
the bill are waived. The bill shall be consid-
ered as read. All points of order against pro-
visions in the bill are waived. The previous 
question shall be considered as ordered on 
the bill and on any amendment thereto, to 
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) one hour of debate equally divided 
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Rules or 
their respective designees; and (2) one mo-
tion to recommit. 

SEC. 4. Clause 1(c) of rule XIX shall not 
apply to the consideration of H.R. 2753. 

b 1245 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time, and I move the previous ques-
tion on the resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 45 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1330 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. WEBER of Texas) at 1 
o’clock and 30 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

Ordering the previous question on 
House Resolution 377; and 

Adoption of House Resolution 377, if 
ordered. 

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant 
to clause 9 of rule XX, the remaining 
electronic vote will be conducted as a 
5-minute vote. 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 276, GULF OF AMERICA 
ACT; AND PROVIDING FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 881, DHS RE-
STRICTIONS ON CONFUCIUS IN-
STITUTES AND CHINESE ENTI-
TIES OF CONCERN ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on ordering 
the previous question on the resolution 
(H. Res. 377) providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 276) to rename 
the Gulf of Mexico as the ‘‘Gulf of 
America’’; providing for consideration 
of the bill (H.R. 881) to establish De-
partment of Homeland Security fund-
ing restrictions on institutions of high-
er education that have a relationship 
with Confucius Institutes, and for 
other purposes, on which the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 206, nays 
200, not voting 27, as follows: 

[Roll No. 117] 

YEAS—206 

Aderholt 
Allen 
Amodei (NV) 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Barr 
Barrett 
Baumgartner 
Bean (FL) 
Begich 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs (AZ) 
Biggs (SC) 
Bilirakis 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Bresnahan 
Buchanan 
Burchett 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Carey 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crank 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Downing 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Evans (CO) 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Fedorchak 
Feenstra 
Fine 

Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Fong 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Garbarino 
Gill (TX) 
Gimenez 
Goldman (TX) 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gooden 
Gosar 
Graves 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Hamadeh (AZ) 
Haridopolos 
Harrigan 
Harris (MD) 
Harris (NC) 
Harshbarger 
Hern (OK) 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill (AR) 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Hunt 
Hurd (CO) 
Issa 
Jack 
Jackson (TX) 
Johnson (LA) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy (UT) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley (CA) 
Kim 
Knott 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 

LaMalfa 
Latta 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Mackenzie 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Massie 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McDowell 
McGuire 
Messmer 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Moolenaar 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (NC) 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WV) 
Moran 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Onder 
Palmer 
Patronis 
Pfluger 
Reschenthaler 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rulli 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Scalise 
Schmidt 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
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Self 
Sessions 
Shreve 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Stauber 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 

Stutzman 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner (OH) 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 

Walberg 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Westerman 
Wied 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—200 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Amo 
Ansari 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bell 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop 
Bonamici 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bynum 
Carbajal 
Carter (LA) 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Cisneros 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Conaway 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dexter 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Elfreth 
Escobar 
Espaillat 
Evans (PA) 
Fields 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Friedman 
Frost 
Garcia (CA) 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Gillen 
Golden (ME) 

Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, V. 
Goodlander 
Gottheimer 
Gray 
Green, Al (TX) 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jacobs 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (TX) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kennedy (NY) 
Khanna 
Krishnamoorthi 
Landsman 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latimer 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Liccardo 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Mannion 
Matsui 
McBath 
McBride 
McClain Delaney 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McDonald Rivet 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
McIver 
Menendez 
Meng 
Min 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Morrison 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Neal 
Neguse 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Olszewski 
Omar 

Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pelosi 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Pou 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Randall 
Raskin 
Riley (NY) 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ryan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Simon 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Subramanyam 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Tran 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Vindman 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Whitesides 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 

NOT VOTING—27 

Alford 
Cammack 
Carson 
Castro (TX) 
Connolly 
Crockett 
Dunn (FL) 
Figures 
Garamendi 

Green (TN) 
Huizenga 
James 
Jayapal 
Johnson (SD) 
Langworthy 
Mast 
Meeks 
Mfume 

Norcross 
Nunn (IA) 
Owens 
Perry 
Rivas 
Schrier 
Spartz 
Stefanik 
Titus 

b 1353 

Messrs. PAPPAS and LARSON of 
Connecticut changed their vote from 
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So the previous question was ordered. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Stated for: 
Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, had I been 

present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 117. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the resolution. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

RECORDED VOTE 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I de-
mand a recorded vote. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a 

5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 213, noes 209, 
not voting 11, as follows: 

[Roll No. 118] 

AYES—213 

Aderholt 
Allen 
Amodei (NV) 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Barr 
Barrett 
Baumgartner 
Bean (FL) 
Begich 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs (AZ) 
Biggs (SC) 
Bilirakis 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Bresnahan 
Buchanan 
Burchett 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crank 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Downing 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Evans (CO) 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Fedorchak 
Feenstra 
Fine 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Fong 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 

Garbarino 
Gill (TX) 
Gimenez 
Goldman (TX) 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gooden 
Gosar 
Graves 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Hamadeh (AZ) 
Haridopolos 
Harrigan 
Harris (MD) 
Harris (NC) 
Harshbarger 
Hern (OK) 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill (AR) 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Hunt 
Hurd (CO) 
Issa 
Jack 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (LA) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy (UT) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley (CA) 
Kim 
Knott 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Langworthy 
Latta 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Mackenzie 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McDowell 
McGuire 

Messmer 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Moolenaar 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (NC) 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WV) 
Moran 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Onder 
Owens 
Palmer 
Patronis 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Reschenthaler 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rulli 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Scalise 
Schmidt 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Shreve 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Stutzman 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner (OH) 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Westerman 
Wied 

Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 

Wittman 
Womack 

Yakym 
Zinke 

NOES—209 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Amo 
Ansari 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bell 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop 
Bonamici 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bynum 
Carbajal 
Carter (LA) 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Cisneros 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Conaway 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dexter 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Elfreth 
Escobar 
Espaillat 
Evans (PA) 
Fields 
Figures 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Friedman 
Frost 
Garamendi 
Garcia (CA) 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Gillen 

Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, V. 
Goodlander 
Gottheimer 
Gray 
Green, Al (TX) 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (TX) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kennedy (NY) 
Khanna 
Krishnamoorthi 
Landsman 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latimer 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Liccardo 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Mannion 
Matsui 
McBath 
McBride 
McClain Delaney 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McDonald Rivet 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
McIver 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Min 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Morrison 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Neal 
Neguse 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Olszewski 
Omar 

Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pelosi 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Pou 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Randall 
Raskin 
Riley (NY) 
Rivas 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ryan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Simon 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Subramanyam 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Tran 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Vindman 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Whitesides 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 

NOT VOTING—11 

Alford 
Carson 
Connolly 
Dunn (FL) 

Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Huizenga 
Johnson (SD) 

Mfume 
Norcross 
Stefanik 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1400 

So the resolution was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO PRESIDENT 

KUMARA JAYASURIYA ON HIS 
RETIREMENT 

(Mrs. FISCHBACH asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Kumara 
Jayasuriya on his remarkable tenure 
as the president of Southwest Min-
nesota State University. 

Under President Jayasuriya’s leader-
ship, SMSU thrived. In a period where 
most Minnesota schools saw an enroll-
ment drop, SMSU’s rose by nearly 20 
percent. 

Just last year, the university re-
corded its highest enrollment in 14 
years, and I am incredibly grateful for 
what he has done to improve higher 
education in western Minnesota and to 
protect the legacy of a respected insti-
tution. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Presi-
dent Jayasuriya on his retirement and 
I wish him all the best in his future en-
deavors. It has been an absolute pleas-
ure to work with him to advance 
SMSU. 

f 

NATIONAL TEACHER 
APPRECIATION DAY 

(Mr. SUBRAMANYAM asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, 
to the more than 3.8 million educators 
across the country, I wish you a happy 
National Teacher Appreciation Day. 

I know our teachers work tirelessly 
to provide our students with an edu-
cation that opens the door to oppor-
tunity, and I am sure everyone in this 
body can think of a teacher that pro-
foundly impacted their lives. 

Despite working long hours, without 
a salary that reflects the work they do, 
our teachers in Virginia have made 
sure that Virginia schools consistently 
rank high in the country for K–12 per-
formance, test scores, and even safety. 
Over 92 percent of our students here in 
Virginia graduate high school in 4 
years, and we have amazing teachers to 
thank for that. 

We need to make sure our teachers 
are being paid what they are worth, 
have the support they need in the 
classroom, and have access to all the 
resources they need to do their jobs. 

Happy National Teacher Apprecia-
tion Day to all the teachers out there. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. WILLIAM CLARK 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Dr. Wil-
liam Clark, who is stepping down as 
chair of the Okefenokee Swamp Park 
Board of Trustees after 15 years of hard 
work and dedicated service. 

Since 2010, Dr. Clark has advanced 
the mission of Okefenokee Swamp 
Park, promoting a community connec-
tion with nature and preserving its ec-
ological health through stewardship, 
education, and outdoor recreation. 

While serving as chairman, Dr. Clark 
was instrumental in expanding the 
park’s mission to promote tourism and 
education. Under his leadership, the 
park strengthened partnerships with 
organizations such as the University of 
Georgia, focusing on conservation ef-
forts to maintain the swamp’s native 
alligator population. 

He was instrumental in expanding 
ecotourism by acquiring the visitor 
concession at the Okefenokee National 
Wildlife Refuge headquarters and the 
nomination by the U.S. Department of 
the Interior as the next American 
World Heritage site. 

After his successful tenure in this 
role, Dr. Clark has expressed enthu-
siasm for this transition and remains 
confident in the ongoing excellence of 
the Okefenokee Swamp Park board. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Dr. Clark for 
his commitment to improving the Oke-
fenokee Swamp Park and I wish him 
the best in his future endeavors. 

f 

TO TEACH IS TO TOUCH A LIFE 
FOREVER 

(Mr. LATIMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, this 
week is National Teacher Appreciation 
Week. My gratitude for teachers far 
surpasses 1 minute of time. 

Our Nation is a better place because 
of the work teachers do every day to 
teach the next generation and arm 
them with the skills that are needed to 
succeed. 

My favorite teacher was Rayella B. 
Heely, who taught my eighth grade al-
gebra class in Mount Vernon, New 
York, in 1966. She was tough, and she 
did not give out easy grades. I did not 
get a particularly good grade, but she 
taught me concepts that I remember to 
this day. 

Teachers are increasingly asked to do 
more in addition to teaching. They 
check in on the well-being and mental 
health of their students. They make 
sure that students get enough to eat 
during school meals and have note-
books and pencils and crayons. They 
are advocates in front of school boards 
to prevent cuts to funding and to re-
sources. 

There is a famous saying: ‘‘To teach 
is to touch a life forever.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I thank teachers for the 
lives that they continue to touch and 
shape. As former students and parents 
of students, we are forever grateful. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KEITH VANBUREN 
(Mr. HARIDOPOLOS asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I rise to recognize a valued 
member of my staff and a true Amer-
ican hero, Mr. Keith VanBuren. 

Keith’s service in the United States 
Army reflects the very best of sacrifice 
and devotion to our Nation. While de-
ployed in Afghanistan, Keith was se-
verely wounded when his vehicle was 
struck by an IED in Logar Province. 
For his bravery, he was awarded the 
Purple Heart, the Bronze Star Medal, 
and the Combat Infantryman Badge. 

After completing his military serv-
ice, Keith continued his commitment 
to our country. He served on my prede-
cessor’s staff, Congressman BILL 
POSEY, and he still proudly serves now 
on my staff assisting veterans and so 
many people in our community. 

Keith recently was elected com-
mander of the Space Coast chapter of 
the Military Order of the Purple Heart. 
In his role, he will continue the proud 
tradition of honoring local heroes who 
have sacrificed in the line of duty. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Keith 
and salute him for his courage, his 
service, and his unwavering dedication 
to our State, our Nation, and our dis-
trict. 

f 

CONSTITUENT OF THE WEEK: 
MAYOR KERRY DEVINE 

(Mr. VINDMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. VINDMAN. Mr. Speaker, today, 
on National Teacher Day, I rise to rec-
ognize Fredericksburg Mayor Kerry 
Devine as this week’s Constituent of 
the Week. 

Mayor Devine also spends her time as 
a history teacher in Stafford County. 
She is a role model in civic leadership, 
both for the city of Fredericksburg and 
for her students in Stafford. 

Whether in city hall or in the class-
room, she has made community a cor-
nerstone of her tenure as a public serv-
ant and educator. She has also tire-
lessly worked to increase reading com-
prehension, counter the harmful im-
pacts of social media on young people, 
and she supports phone-free schools. 

Her work reminds us that educators 
don’t just teach; they shape the future. 
As a dad of two kids who have attended 
Virginia schools, I am grateful. 

Mr. Speaker, today, I thank Mayor 
Devine and all the teachers across Vir-
ginia’s Seventh Congressional District 
who go above and beyond to make sure 
every student feels seen, valued, and 
empowered. Their work is incredibly 
important. 

f 

b 1415 

MINOT, NORTH DAKOTA NAMED A 
2025 GREAT AMERICAN DEFENSE 
COMMUNITY 

(Mrs. FEDORCHAK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 
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