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Young people, young Americans,
when they are in crisis, should be able
to speak to a professional counselor
who understands their experiences and
is trained to communicate with people
facing similar struggles.

This is a cruel idea. For the health
and safety of all young Americans, the
President must immediately reverse
course on this ill-advised, cruel, and
dangerous plan.

MANDATE FOR FREEDOM IN
GEORGIA

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, friends of freedom are grate-
ful that the House overwhelmingly
passed the bipartisan, bicameral Mobi-
lizing and Enhancing Georgia’s Options
for Building Accountability, Resil-
ience, and Independence Act, the
MEGOBARI Act. This bill counters the
Ivanishvili regime dragging Georgia to-
ward Iranian terrorists, the Chinese
Communist Party, and war criminal
Putin.

The passage of the MEGOBARI Act,
with a mandate vote of nearly 90 per-
cent, demonstrates America’s support
for legitimate President Salome
Zourabichvili and the Georgian people
and the rejection of the tyrannical
mafia cabal, which is selling out Geor-
gia to dictators. The Georgian Dream
insults President Trump. The only way
forward is for fair elections and the re-
lease of all political prisoners.

In conclusion, God bless our troops as
the global war on terrorism continues.
Open borders for dictators put all
Americans at risk of more 9/11 attacks
imminent, as warned by the FBI.
Trump is reinstituting existing laws to
protect American families with peace
through strength, revealing that war
criminal Putin lies, subverting freedom
in Belarus from legitimate President
Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya.

———

RECOGNIZING JJ HOLMES AND
ALISON HOLMES

(Mr. FROST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor this year’s Orlando Sentinel’s
Central Floridians of the Year, JJ
Holmes and his mother, Alison Holmes.
Together, they are a force, not just in
central Florida but across the entire
State and country.

JJ has a severe disability, but he
hasn’t allowed that to stop him from
speaking out and advocating tirelessly
for our disability community.

His mother, Alison, shows up every
day to care for JJ and to stand up for
families across the country just like
theirs.

Their advocacy and their continued
work started 10 years ago when JJ was
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just 12 years old and was removed from
a Trump rally in 2016, after protesting
the President’s mockery of a reporter
with a disability.

For over a decade, they have contin-
ued to speak out at the local, State,
and Federal levels, advocating for ex-
panding Medicaid, closing coverage
gaps, quality healthcare, and afford-
able healthcare for everyone.

The way that they lead with love and
courage should stand as a testament to
their strength and the amazing work
they do. Central Florida is stronger be-
cause of both of them.

I congratulate both JJ and Alison on
this honor. I thank them for never giv-
ing up on the fight to build a more in-
clusive world for everybody, no matter
who you are. I am so proud to be in this
work with them.

———
REMEMBERING VAN ROBINSON

(Mr. MANNION asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MANNION. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of Van Robin-
son, of Syracuse, who died Saturday at
the age of 87.

The history books will remember him
as the first African-American president
of the Syracuse Common Council, a
body whose chambers now bear his
name, but his legacy and contributions
are far richer.

It was Van Robinson who began the
conversation about tearing down the
highway that divides our city through
a thriving African-American neighbor-
hood. Now, the reimagining of I-81 is
the largest infrastructure project in
the history of upstate New York.

It was Van Robinson who revived the
local NAACP chapter. It was Van Rob-
inson who always advocated for his
community. It was Van Robinson who
went out of his way to mentor and sup-
port the leaders of Syracuse, including
me.

I thank Van for making Syracuse, a
place we both love, a better place.

I send my prayers and condolences to
Linda Brown-Robinson and the Robin-
son family.

God bless you, Councilor. Rest in
power.

MASS SHOOTING IN GLENDALE,
ARIZONA

(Ms. ANSARI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. ANSARI. Mr. Speaker, on Sun-
day night, the community that I rep-
resent in Glendale, Arizona, was rocked
by yet another mass shooting in Amer-
ica.

As families and friends came to-
gether to eat, drink, and dance, they
looked forward to celebrating Cinco de
Mayo and spending time in their com-
munity. Instead, their worlds were
shattered as someone with a gun fired
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into the crowd outside the restaurant,
killing three people and injuring five
more.

I cannot imagine the pain and sad-
ness that their families and loved ones
now feel, and I am sending them love
and strength.

Every single person there will be for-
ever impacted by the violence and
trauma that mass shootings impose on
communities.

For far too long, we have been forced
to watch as gun violence devastates
our communities, and we feel unsafe
going to the movies or eating out at a
restaurant.

One thing is clear. These acts of vio-
lence and the trauma they inflict on all
of us are preventable. They are a policy
choice. It is time for us to make a new
choice.

Commonsense policy reforms to regu-
late guns and prevent mass shootings
like this one in Glendale have broad,
bipartisan support. It is beyond time
we stand up and do something.

——
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ELIMINATE THE SALT CAP

(Ms. GILLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. GILLEN. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise to address the unfair double tax-
ation that my constituents are facing
due to the State and local tax deduc-
tion cap.

Hardworking families across Long Is-
land and across our State and many
other States already face some of the
highest tax burdens in the Nation. For
8 years, they have been unfairly penal-
ized and subject to double taxation.

I have heard from countless hard-
working families in my district over
the past few years who have had to pay
tens of thousands of dollars more in
taxes, making their lives even more ex-
pensive and adding to the cost-of-living
crisis on Long Island.

Last year, the President came to my
district and vowed to get SALT back.
My constituents deserve this real re-
lief; so let’s go.

I will continue to push for a full re-
peal of this cap, and I urge my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to do
the same. Anything less than elimi-
nating the SALT cap and restoring the
full deduction fails Long Island and
fails our State.

————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 276, GULF OF AMERICA
ACT; AND PROVIDING FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 881, DHS RE-
STRICTIONS ON CONFUCIUS IN-
STITUTES AND CHINESE ENTI-
TIES OF CONCERN ACT

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 377 and ask for its immediate
consideration.
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The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 377

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House the bill (H.R. 276) to rename the Gulf
of Mexico as the ‘“Gulf of America’. All
points of order against consideration of the
bill are waived. The amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by the
Committee on Natural Resources now print-
ed in the bill shall be considered as adopted.
The bill, as amended, shall be considered as
read. All points of order against provisions
in the bill, as amended, are waived. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered
on the bill, as amended, and on any further
amendment thereto, to final passage without
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of
debate equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Natural Resources or their re-
spective designees; and (2) one motion to re-
commit.

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (H.R. 881) to establish Department of
Homeland Security funding restrictions on
institutions of higher education that have a
relationship with Confucius Institutes, and
for other purposes. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived.
In lieu of the amendment in the nature of a
substitute recommended by the Committee
on Homeland Security now printed in the
bill, an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute consisting of the text of Rules Com-
mittee Print 119-2 shall be considered as
adopted. The bill, as amended, shall be con-
sidered as read. All points of order against
provisions in the bill, as amended, are
waived. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill, as amended,
and on any further amendment thereto, to
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) one hour of debate equally divided
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Home-
land Security or their respective designees;
and (2) one motion to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, for the purpose of debate
only, I yield the customary 30 minutes
to the gentlewoman from Pennsylvania
(Ms. SCANLON), pending which I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
During consideration of this resolu-
tion, all time yielded is for the purpose
of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, last night the Rules
Committee met and reported a rule,
House Resolution 377, providing for
consideration of two measures.

The first one is H.R. 276, the Gulf of
America Act, under a closed rule. The
rule provides 1 hour of debate equally
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divided and controlled by the chair and
ranking member of the Committee on
Natural Resources or their respective
designees, and provides one motion to
recommit.

Additionally, the rule provides for
consideration of H.R. 8381, the DHS Re-
strictions on Confucius Institutes and
Chinese Entities of Concern Act, to be
considered under a closed rule. The
rule provides 1 hour of debate equally
divided and controlled by the chair and
ranking member of the Committee on
Homeland Security or their respective
designees, and provides one motion to
recommit.

Mr. Speaker, we are here to debate a
rule on two pieces of legislation begin-
ning with H.R. 276, the Gulf of America
Act.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 276 is straight-
forward. It permanently renames the
Gulf of Mexico as the Gulf of America
and directs Federal agencies to update
their documents and maps to incor-
porate the new name.

President Trump directed the name
change a few months ago, Mr. Speaker,
and there have been no issues during
that time. We are simply using our Ar-
ticle I authority to reflect the Gulf’s
importance to our country.

Moving on, Mr. Speaker, the rule also
provides for the consideration of H.R.
881, the DHS Restrictions on Confucius
Institutes and Chinese Entities of Con-
cern Act.

It goes without saying, Mr. Speaker,
that the Chinese Communist Party
does not share our interests or our val-
ues.

Confucius Institutes were originally
established in America in 2004 and mar-
keted as a way to promote Chinese lan-
guage and culture, support local Chi-
nese teaching internationally, and fa-
cilitate cultural exchanges; however, it
has become clear that this was not the
real goal, Mr. Speaker. The true intent
was a sophisticated and global influ-
ence campaign, allowing the CCP to
conduct espionage in our country and
steal our intellectual property and
trade secrets.

While there are less than five Confu-
cius Institutes still currently active in
the United States, the Government Ac-
countability Office has reported that 43
of the 74 schools it surveyed still main-
tain a relationship with the entity that
supported their Confucius Institute.

Further, the Department of Edu-
cation has shown that over $3 billion
has been collected by U.S. universities
from entities connected to the People’s
Republic of China and the Chinese
Communist Party.

This bill, which has been worked on
and will pass in a bipartisan manner, I
believe, simply bans eligibility for DHS
funding from an institution with a re-
lationship to a Confucius Institute,
Thousand Talents Program, or Chinese
entity of concern until such a relation-
ship is terminated.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to con-
sideration of these pieces of legislation
and urge passage of this rule.
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as much as it pains me
to say this, we are here on the House
floor today because the House Repub-
lican majority has chosen to prioritize
debate and passage of a bill to rename
the Gulf of Mexico as the Gulf of Amer-
ica. That is not what my constituents
think is the most important thing Con-
gress should tackle this week or this
year, and I bet it is not what your con-
stituents think either.

It is easy to mock this legislation be-
cause it is so inane and embarrassing,
and we have, but its very existence and
the fact that House Republicans have
chosen to waste time and taxpayer dol-
lars to bring it up for a vote, is worth
considering.

Let’s talk about the real gulf of
America—the gulf in America—the gulf
between the ambitions and priorities of
this White House, aided and abetted by
the House majority, and the needs of
the American people.

That is the gulf that makes Repub-
licans think that it is more important
to give tax cuts to billionaires than to
make sure that America’s children,
veterans, and seniors have food, hous-
ing, and medical services, and that we
protect the air we breathe, the water
we drink, and the food we eat.

It is the gulf that causes the Speaker
to bring ridiculous legislation to the
floor to flatter the President and ap-
pease his base rather than meet the
needs of the American people.

Americans want a Congress and a
White House that solves problems rath-
er than creates them. Americans aren’t
asking to rename the Gulf of Mexico.
In fact, public polling, including on
FOX, says that nearly 70 percent of
Americans oppose that executive order
and this legislation to rename the Gulf
of Mexico.

Like many Americans, I follow the
news each day with trepidation. Many
folks tell me that the chaos and
missteps of this administration are too
painful or upsetting to follow. They
have tuned it out because the only
guarantee we have is that every day
the President or his administration
will have done something dumber or
more dangerous than the day before.

Each day brings its own self-inflicted
crisis with this White House, and mil-
lions of Americans are exhausted by it.
They are pleading with their elected
officials to act, to do something, any-
thing, to bring normalcy back to this
country, to bring decency back to this
country.

There was a time when American
public life was guided by a genuine
sense of duty and a converse fear of
shame, but today neither appear to
hold much sway.

Instead, we have a White House filled
with charlatans, con men, snake oil
salesmen, grifters, billionaires, and
criminals, all using the power of the
Federal Government to enrich them-
selves at the expense of the American
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people and to punish their political op-
ponents.

Last week was President Trump’s
100th day in office, a customary bench-
mark by which we measure the suc-
cesses and failures of a new President’s
term. I think it is safe to say that
Trump’s first 100 days have been a dis-
aster. His tariff policies are likely to
cause a recession. Millions of people
have seen their retirement savings
evaporate. Families don’t know if they
are going to be able to afford basic
goods, much less Christmas dolls. Busi-
nesses, big and small, are paralyzed by
uncertainty and reducing their spend-
ing, and many small businesses may
not survive.

To add insult to injury, when faced
with these facts, the President says:
Deal with it. Those are the President’s
own words. The tariffs will be painful,
but it is a price that must be paid; but
paid by whom? It won’t be Trump or
the billionaires in his Cabinet or at his
golf clubs. No, it is going to be real
people, people who work for a living,
who will have to pay the price for his
ill-conceived trade war. It is not going
to be guys like Bessent and Lutnick,
who have multimillion-dollar mansions
and fly on private planes. They will be
just fine.

However, for working parents, ac-
cording to Trump, maybe the kids will
have 2 dolls instead of 30. I don’t know
who has 30 dolls. Maybe the moms who
live in my district will have to pay
more for the stroller they use to trans-
port their kids to daycare and doctors
and the grocery store. So much for the
guy who said he was going to bring
down prices on day one.

It is worth noting that just yesterday
in our Rules markup, our Republican
colleagues voted, once again, to keep
the Trump tariffs in place. Over a
month ago, they rigged the rules of the
House to prevent Congress from voting
to end the Trump tariffs. They literally
voted to stop time, to say that for the
purposes of protecting the Trump tar-
iffs, there is only one day between now
and the end of September in order to
prevent anyone from being able to
force a vote on whether to end Trump’s
tariffs. They are dragging down our
economy and American families with
it.

That is just the terrible Trump tar-
iffs. In these first 100 days, the admin-
istration has cut services at Social Se-
curity, fired medical staff at VA hos-
pitals, and withheld aid to food banks,
children’s health programs, and com-
munity violence prevention efforts.
They have waged a political war
against universities and scientific re-
search, and illegally froze over $400 bil-
lion in congressionally appropriated
funds, including billions of dollars to
FEMA, to everyone from local fire-
fighters to States that have been af-
fected by natural disasters.

This White House has issued hun-
dreds of controversial executive orders,
many of which courts have deemed ille-
gal or unconstitutional. Every day this
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administration is disappearing hun-
dreds of people, sending them to far-
away detention centers without any
due process, due process that would ex-
pose mistakes and lies about some peo-
ple who are not criminals and, in some
cases, are even citizens and, therefore,
should not be deported.

The damage that is being caused
right now by this administration to our
communities, to our international
standing, to our national security and
national fabric, will take years to un-
wind. Eager to do their part and con-
tribute to the chaos, House Repub-
licans continue to find novel ways to
bring this Chamber to new lows.

This week, Republicans are putting
forward two bills, one that is pretty
much a redundant effort to counter
Confucius Institutes and another to
change the name of the Gulf of Mexico
to the Gulf of America.

The second bill may be the dumbest
bill brought to the floor during the 6
years I have served in Congress. With
all of the important work this Congress
should be tackling, the Speaker and
House Republicans have chosen to in-
dulge the President in a whim that the
American public does not support.

Frankly, if I had to vote on a bill like
this, I would find it deeply embar-
rassing. I know my Republican col-
leagues are smart people. They are not
dumb, so I have to think that they
share this embarrassment, unless they
are members of a cult, a cult of person-
ality based around a dear leader who
they are required to obey or risk ret-
ribution, and upon whom they bestow
endless compliments and praise in
order to seek personal favors.

It doesn’t matter how much damage
he causes, how much money he wastes,
how many lives and families he hurts.
It doesn’t matter if he causes a reces-
sion. It doesn’t matter if he encourages
influence peddling and grift with a
Trump coin, or his Gulf of America
merch, or if he gives insider stock tips
before taking executive action. House
Republicans seem to always do what
Trump says.

If he wants to do something as dumb
as rename the Gulf of Mexico, Repub-
licans apparently will fall in line. We
will watch them twist themselves into
pretzels to come up with increasingly
convoluted rationales for the Presi-
dent’s actions. Today will surely be a
master class in delusion.

Further adding to the chaos, this
month, House Republicans are expected
to finish drafting the text of the rec-
onciliation bill through which they are
planning to cut healthcare benefits to
seniors, children, and people with dis-
abilities and cut nutrition assistance
to the poor in order to pay for a huge
tax giveaway to billionaires and big
business.

Despite more than 40 years of empir-
ical evidence showing that Republican
trickle-down economics are a resound-
ing failure, Republicans are nonethe-
less pushing ahead with their party or-
thodoxy. We have more than enough
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evidence that trickle-down economics
does not work. It doesn’t help the mid-
dle class. It doesn’t create jobs. It
doesn’t increase business investment,
and it doesn’t grow the economy.
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What these policies actually do is
allow companies and their shareholders
to pocket more profits at the expense
of everyone else. It is because of trick-
le-down economics that we now have
some of the most extreme income in-
equality in this country in our Nation’s
history.

To pay for this giveaway to the rich,
Republicans are going to take away
healthcare benefits and food assistance
and cut critical Federal investments in
our local communities, our democracy,
the environment, and our national se-
curity, all so millionaires and billion-
aires can get an extra buck. It is horri-
fying, immoral, and un-American.

Unlike many of my Republican col-
leagues, I have participated in multiple
townhalls this year to hear from my
constituents. One message that I hear
consistently is that people are scared.
These are good, honest, hardworking
Americans who in one way or another
have been forced to rely on Medicaid,
Medicare, SNAP, WIC, Head Start, So-
cial Security, or LIHEAP in order to
make ends meet for their families, and
they are rightfully scared that Repub-
licans are planning to gut those pro-
grams.

We will surely hear all kinds of men-
tal gymnastics from our colleagues
about how millionaires really need
that extra tax cut or how cutting Med-
icaid won’t really lead to a loss of cov-
erage or service. We will hear tortured
arguments from Republicans to hide
what they are really doing.

When you take a step back and look
at everything that is happening, this
White House, in concert with Elon
Musk and congressional Republicans,
have put the country on a dark and
troubling path, a fear-based path. It is
leading us to a place that has more in
common with Stalin’s Russia than the
free society envisioned by our Found-
ing Fathers. It is heartbreaking to see
the lengths to which some people will
go to destroy the ideas and institutions
that for decades have made this coun-
try great.

Mr. Speaker, I think it goes without
saying that I rise in strong opposition
to this rule, and I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I would just remind my col-
leagues that Donald Trump was elected
President of the United States. While
we are yet to put many of his policies
into law, where the Democrats left us
was with an interest payment of $2.6
billion a day.

If you took 100 percent of the money
from the people that are billionaires in
this country, you probably couldn’t
pay the interest on the national debt
for a year.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JOHNSON).

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in opposition to this complete
waste of time, the Gulf of America Act.

While Americans are struggling with
real problems, while Trump is tram-
pling over the constitutional rights of
the citizens he swore to protect, Re-
publicans are wasting this Chamber’s
time with performative nonsense.

Here is the choice this comes down
to:

We could focus on helping 40 million
Americans saddled with medical debt,
or we could rename the Gulf of Mexico.

We could ensure that the 10 million
children going hungry every night have
enough food to eat, or we could rename
the Gulf of Mexico.

We could address our Nation’s high-
est maternal mortality rate, where
women are dying in this country every
day while giving birth, or we could re-
name the Gulf of Mexico.

We could address our Nation’s lack of
affordable housing, where families are
struggling to find safe shelter, or we
could rename the Gulf of Mexico.

We could make sure our veterans,
who are waiting for weeks for appoint-
ments at VA clinics, get the desperate
care they need after making such ex-
treme sacrifices in the honor of service
to our country, or we could rename the
Gulf of Mexico.

We could be protecting Social Secu-
rity and Medicare, protecting Med-
icaid, finding affordable childcare for
the millions of children in this country
and reducing the high cost of living
that so many families in all of our dis-
tricts are struggling to afford basic ne-
cessities, or we could rename the Gulf
of Mexico.

Republicans have made their choice.
They want to focus on renaming a body
of water that doesn’t need renaming in-
stead of the emergent needs of the peo-
ple that we all represent. The bill’s co-
sponsor, the woman from Georgia, in
her district one in five residents live
below the poverty line. Her district
ranks near the bottom in Georgia for
health outcomes, and opioid overdose
rates continue to climb. Broadband ac-
cess remains limited, and public
schools are underresourced.

However, again, instead of working
on bills to bring down the high cost of
healthcare, making broadband acces-
sible for Americans all over the coun-
try, or helping families struggling with
addiction, we are renaming the Gulf of
Mexico as if it is the most important,
pressing issue facing this country.

This is not governing. It is a distrac-
tion. It is political theater, and it is an
insult to the intelligence of every
American who expects us in Congress
to do the serious work of solving real
problems and making their lives bet-
ter.

This bill does not achieve any of
those ends. The American people did
not send us here to troll and suck up to
a President. They sent us here to legis-
late, lead, and make their lives better.
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I urge my colleagues to vote ‘“‘no’’ on
this stupid bill and focus on what mat-
ters to the American people.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I would just like to point out
that in the State of Georgia in the dis-
trict that was referenced, 68 percent of
the voters in that district, as patriots,
voted for Donald J. Trump to be Presi-
dent of the United States because they
don’t believe they need the Federal
Government to micromanage their life.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself such time as I may consume.

In January when House and Senate
Republicans punted once again on pass-
ing a budget and instead passed a con-
tinuing resolution, they forgot to in-
clude the funding to operate the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

The Senate moved to rectify that
mistake and has passed a bill to fix it,
and the President has said that he will
sign that bill. The Mayor of D.C. has
repeatedly spoken to House Repub-
licans about the urgency of fixing the
city’s budget. The clock is ticking, and
if the fix isn’t passed, D.C. will have to
lay off hundreds of teachers and police
officers and curtail critical services in
the District.

While this is going on, House Repub-
licans are instead using floor time to
prioritize removing the longfin smelt
from the endangered species list, to re-
name the Gulf of Mexico, and to do
other, frankly, stupid messaging bills
like those we are considering today.

The Speaker may claim that it is
just a matter of schedule, but once
again, clearly, the gulf in America is
between what Americans—the people
who live in D.C. and most of the coun-
try—think is important and what
House Republicans are willing to do.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I would remind you that the
Chinese Communist Party is no longer
an economic adversary. They are an
enemy. They have been very creative
in the way they have embedded them-
selves into the university systems in
this country. This rule gives us a vote
on kicking them the rest of the way
out of this country. I think, Mr. Speak-
er, that that is going to pass in a very
bipartisan manner.

With all of the antics, yelling,
screaming, and pointing of fingers, I
just remind you, there is a very serious
piece of legislation to deal with the
Chinese Communist Party in this rule
that I believe will pass in very much a
bipartisan manner.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, if we de-
feat the previous question, I will offer
an amendment to the rule to bring up
H.R. 2753, the Hands Off Medicaid and
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SNAP Act, which will prevent the Re-
publican budget from cutting Medicaid
or SNAP benefits.

Mr. Speaker, this week the House is
voting to rename the Gulf of Mexico as
the Gulf of America. I am not joking.
This is what House Republicans are
spending their time doing publicly.
However, privately, behind closed
doors, according to reports, Republican
leadership is meeting with vulnerable,
moderate Republicans to try to sell
them on trading devastating cuts to
Medicaid for tax cuts for billionaires.

Under their plan, they have to cut
$880 billion from Medicaid and $230 bil-
lion from food assistance just to make
the math work for their disastrous rec-
onciliation bill. Mr. Speaker, what is
worse is they continue to argue that
they aren’t doing that, but the math
doesn’t lie. They can’t reach the levels
of billionaire tax cuts they want with-
out gutting vital programs like Med-
icaid and SNAP, programs that the
most vulnerable in our country rely
upon.

Republicans are publicly claiming
that they won’t make those cuts, so
today I will give them a chance to
prove that to the American people by
putting their money where their
mouths are and voting to ensure those
devastating cuts can’t move forward in
this House.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to insert the text of my amend-
ment into the RECORD, along with any
extraneous material, immediately
prior to the vote on the previous ques-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time to close.

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘no’” vote on
the previous question. The country de-
serves better leadership, leadership fo-
cused on the common good and public
service rather than culture wars and
private profit.

The United States faces enormous
challenges, and the American people
want Congress to act on their behalf.
They want us to lower the cost of gro-
ceries, rent, and healthcare. They don’t
want Congress wasting time on per-
formance, on pointless legislation like
the bills we are debating today.

The American people want real solu-
tions. They want their elected officials
to collaborate, to govern with decency
and discipline in ways that benefit the
American people, not deep-pocketed
donors. They don’t want politicians
who chase headlines or who try to flat-
ter the whims of erratic leaders with
insane ideas like renaming the Gulf of
Mexico, invading Greenland, annexing
Canada, or reinstituting Alcatraz.

While many Americans are strug-
gling just to get by, the last thing they
want is a Republican tax bill that guts
their healthcare and denies food and
housing to children and seniors so that
millionaires can pay less in taxes. It is
obscene.
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If Republicans carry out their stated
plans, it will be one of the largest gov-
ernment handouts in American his-
tory, paid for by those who can least
afford it and delivered to those who
need it least. Talk about corporate wel-
fare.

While the rich will get their tax cut,
working families will be stuck footing
the bill for Trump’s tariffs. It is not
too late for Republicans to change
course. I pray that enough of them find
the courage to push back against this
plan, to listen to their constituents,
and to do the right thing.

We don’t need to slash Medicaid and
SNAP, and we can move forward with a
sensible tax bill that invests in fami-
lies and the middle class, not just bil-
lionaires and the Fortune 500. I urge
my colleagues to vote down this resolu-
tion, reject these unserious bills, and
join us in the business of governing for
the public good, the common good.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of
my time for the purpose of closing.

Mr. Speaker, we have heard a lot
over the last few minutes about the
$2.6 billion a day interest payment that
the Democrats, under Joe Biden’s lead,
left the United States citizens with.
Now we hear their demand that we
allow the current tax rates to expire,
thereby raising taxes on virtually
every American citizen.

It is very convenient that they say
billionaires. Now, they have acknowl-
edged millionaires, but just factually
speaking, if the tax rates are allowed
to expire, virtually every American
that works would receive a tax in-
crease. We as Republicans are com-
mitted to stopping that.

Today, and this week, the House has
the ability to advance two pieces of
legislation under this rule:

H.R. 276, the Gulf of America Act,
which simply reflects the Gulf’s impor-
tance to our country, the United States
of America, and H.R. 881, the DHS re-
strictions on Confucius Institutes and
Chinese Entities of Concern Act which
puts our national security first and
bans eligibility for DHS funding from
an institution with a relationship to a
Confucius Institute, Thousand Talents
Program, or Chinese entities of con-
cern until such relationship is termi-
nated.

Mr. Speaker, the Chinese Communist
Party is our enemy. That is a decision
that they have made. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in voting ‘‘yes’ on
the previous question and ‘‘yes’ on the
rule.

The material previously referred to
by Ms. SCANLON is as follows:

AN AMENDMENT TO H. RES. 377 OFFERED BY

MS. SCANLON OF PENNSYLVANIA

At the end of the resolution, add the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 3. Immediately upon adoption of this
resolution, the House shall proceed to the
consideration in the House of the bill (H.R.
2753) to amend the Congressional Budget Act

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

of 1974 to provide for a point of order against
reconciliation measures that cut benefits for
Medicaid or the Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program, and for other purposes.
All points of order against consideration of
the bill are waived. The bill shall be consid-
ered as read. All points of order against pro-
visions in the bill are waived. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill and on any amendment thereto, to
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) one hour of debate equally divided
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Rules or
their respective designees; and (2) one mo-
tion to recommit.

SEC. 4. Clause 1(c) of rule XIX shall not
apply to the consideration of H.R. 2753.
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Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time, and I move the previous ques-
tion on the resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on ordering the previous
question.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 45
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WEBER of Texas) at 1
o’clock and 30 minutes p.m.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

Ordering the previous question on
House Resolution 377; and

Adoption of House Resolution 377, if
ordered.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, the remaining
electronic vote will be conducted as a
5-minute vote.

May 6, 2025

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 276, GULF OF AMERICA
ACT; AND PROVIDING FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 881, DHS RE-
STRICTIONS ON CONFUCIUS IN-
STITUTES AND CHINESE ENTI-
TIES OF CONCERN ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on ordering
the previous question on the resolution
(H. Res. 377) providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 276) to rename
the Gulf of Mexico as the ‘“‘Gulf of
America”; providing for consideration
of the bill (H.R. 881) to establish De-
partment of Homeland Security fund-
ing restrictions on institutions of high-
er education that have a relationship
with Confucius Institutes, and for
other purposes, on which the yeas and
nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on ordering the previous
question.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 206, nays
200, not voting 27, as follows:

[Roll No. 117]

YEAS—206
Aderholt Finstad LaMalfa
Allen Fischbach Latta
Amodei (NV) Fitzgerald Lawler
Arrington Fitzpatrick Lee (FL)
Babin Fleischmann Letlow
Bacon Flood Loudermilk
Baird Fong Lucas
Balderson Foxx Luna
Barr Franklin, Scott Luttrell
Barrett Fry Mace
Baumgartner Fulcher Mackenzie
Bean (FL) Garbarino Malliotakis
Begich Gill (TX) Maloy
Bentz Gimenez Mann
Bergman Goldman (TX) Massie
Bice Gonzales, Tony McCaul
Biggs (AZ) Gooden McClain
Biggs (SC) Gosar McClintock
Bilirakis Graves McCormick
Boebert Greene (GA) McDowell
Bost Griffith McGuire
Brecheen Grothman Messmer
Bresnahan Guest Meuser
Buchanan Guthrie Miller (IL)
Burchett Hageman Miller (OH)
Burlison Hamadeh (AZ) Miller (WV)
Calvert Haridopolos Miller-Meeks
Carey Harrigan Mills
Carter (GA) Harris (MD) Moolenaar
Carter (TX) Harris (NC) Moore (AL)
Ciscomani Harshbarger Moore (NC)
Cline Hern (OK) Moore (UT)
Cloud Higgins (LA) Moore (WV)
Clyde Hill (AR) Moran
Cole Hinson Murphy
Collins Houchin Nehls
Comer Hudson Newhouse
Crane Hunt Norman
Crank Hurd (CO) Obernolte
Crawford Issa Ogles
Crenshaw Jack Onder
Davidson Jackson (TX) Palmer
De La Cruz Johnson (LA) Patronis
DesJarlais Jordan Pfluger
Diaz-Balart Joyce (OH) Reschenthaler
Donalds Joyce (PA) Rogers (AL)
Downing Kean Rogers (KY)
Edwards Kelly (MS) Rose
Ellzey Kelly (PA) Rouzer
Emmer Kennedy (UT) Roy
Estes Kiggans (VA) Rulli
Evans (CO) Kiley (CA) Rutherford
Ezell Kim Salazar
Fallon Knott Scalise
Fedorchak Kustoff Schmidt
Feenstra LaHood Schweikert
Fine LaLota Scott, Austin
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