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These are companies that don’t see
providing us power as essential to our
daily lives. We are just another ac-
count number to them.

Now DTE is seeking another massive
$5674 million rate hike. It is important
to note, Mr. Speaker, that it was just a
few months ago that the Michigan Pub-
lic Service Commission approved a $217
million rate hike back in January. The
Michigan Public Service Commission
must do the right thing and reject this
outrageous, unreasonable rate in-
crease.

Access to utilities is not a privilege;
it is a fundamental human right. Every
single family should have access to
electricity, heat, and water. We need
public power to all. We need utilities
that serve people, not shareholders. We
need to take the profit motive out of
the services we all need to live and
thrive on.

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S FIRST 100 DAYS

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, it is hard to
believe that it has only been 13 weeks.

President Trump’s first 100 days in
office have eroded constitutional
rights, illegally and lawlessly disman-
tled Federal agencies, and consolidated
power into the hands of the billionaire
class. I like to describe it not as
shameful, lawless, and reckless, which
it is all those things, but it is also the
cruelty of how it is being done.

The President has relied on executive
orders to push through illegal and divi-
sive policies that circumvent this Con-
gress. He has empowered an unelected
billionaire like Elon Musk to fire Fed-
eral workers without cause and dis-
mantle the programs our families de-
pend on. That is probably why they are
losing in court. We are winning in 93
percent of these courts because, again,
much of what he is doing is illegal.

President Trump has attempted to
override the Comnstitution through ex-
ecutive order to end birthright citizen-
ship, deport American citizens without
due process, including a 4-year-old with
cancer, and he has openly defied Su-
preme Court orders.

This is a constitutional crisis; that is
a fact. We don’t need to be cutting
services and critical programs for our
families. We need to make them work
better for our families. Instead of gut-
ting healthcare and Medicaid and food
assistance in our public school system,
Congress should make the ultrarich
pay more taxes and make these pro-
grams work better for the people.

Mr. Speaker, 60 percent of working
families are living paycheck to pay-
check. Working families are worried
about paying their rent, covering the
costs of groceries, and what they are
going to do if they get sick. No one
plans to get sick, Mr. Speaker.

Trump’s proposed tax plan only bene-
fits the richest Americans. It is a true
fact; look at it. Even powerful corpora-
tions are going to see a big tax break.
He plans on giving $7 trillion, not mil-
lions or billions, in tax cuts to billion-
aires while making working families
pay for them by cutting $880 billion
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from Medicaid and $230 billion from
food assistance.

Mr. Speaker, don’t get me going
about the environmental protections.
They have rolled those back, too. Our
children deserve clean water, and they
deserve to breathe clean air. They are
showing, again, a reckless disregard for
our planet and our public health.

Yet in the face of this harmful and
oppressive agenda, we have seen power
in the resistance not only through liti-
gation but in the streets. Americans
have mobilized in unprecedented num-
bers from protests to townhalls across
our Nation. Our communities are orga-
nizing, Mr. Speaker, not only to fight
back against these harmful policies but
to build a better and more inclusive fu-
ture.

Now is not the time to give in to cyn-
icism. We must stay engaged and speak
truth to power and come together in
solidarity to fight for a country that
our communities truly deserve that is
for the people and by the people, not
the powerful.

I always remind my residents, Mr.
Speaker, that we didn’t get the Civil
Rights Act or transformative change in
our country or the right to organize
unions because of what folks do here in
this Chamber. It is because the streets
demanded it. That is how we got the
Civil Rights Act and the right to orga-
nize labor unions in our country.
Again, continue to rise up and continue
to resist this fascist government.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DESJARLAIS). Members are reminded to
refrain from engaging in personalities
toward the President.

———

SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRA-
TION IS THERE TO HELP, NOT
HURT, AMERICANS

(Mrs. SYKES of Ohio was recognized
to address the House for 5 minutes.)

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, we started
this year on a high note.

On January 5, President Biden signed
the Social Security Fairness Act into
law, expanding Social Security for
thousands of Americans whose bene-
fits, that they earned through years of
hard work, were cut because of bad
policies.

The Social Security Fairness Act is
estimated to result in an average in-
crease of $360 per month for more than
2.5 million Social Security recipients,
according to the Congressional Budget
Office.

These are our teachers, firefighters,
and other public service employees who
have dedicated their careers and their
lives to serving and ultimately improv-
ing their communities. At a time when
people have been struggling to make
ends meet, these benefits could not
have come at a better time.

This was a major victory for Ohio’s
13th District and all of America, one
that I was proud to support as a co-
sponsor, then by signing the discharge
petition to bring it to the House floor
before finally voting on it here on be-
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half of the constituents that I rep-
resent.

I have heard from countless people in
my community, they are thrilled that
they were finally able to get the Social
Security benefit that they deserve and
earned. There wasn’t anywhere that I
could go in the community: church, the
grocery store, the gym, restaurants,
someone always stopped me to thank
me for voting for the Social Security
Fairness Act and to tell me a story of
how it is going to change lives.

You can imagine my disappointment
as the Social Security Administration
has taken recent actions to hurt, not
help, the American people, including
those in Ohio’s 13th. From cutting
phone helplines, to requiring certain
services be conducted in person, to
slowing down processing times, and
closing offices, the American people
are not getting the service they earned
from the Social Security Administra-
tion.
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Now, to add insult to injury, the
Trump administration is vowing to
withhold the benefits of Americans as a
result of mistakes made by the Social
Security Administration. Instead of
making the Social Security Adminis-
tration work better and remain sol-
vent, the Trump administration is ac-
cusing seniors of fraud and calling
their earned benefits waste.

The fraud is an unelected billionaire,
the richest man in the world, who is
cutting services to low- and middle-in-
come families. The waste is the gar-
bage coming out of people’s mouths
who don’t care about seniors and say
things like it is just a complicated
Ponzi scheme. It is abuse by the Fed-
eral Government, abuse of people who
worked hard their entire lives to sup-
port themselves and paid into a system
that promised to one day support
them.

Our seniors rely on Social Security
to pay their bills, to put food on their
tables, to keep a roof over their head,
and if the Social Security Administra-
tion makes a mistake, it can be ad-
dressed in time. However, our seniors
can’t afford to foot the bill for when
they make errors. With more than
97,000 residents of my district living
under the poverty line and 175,000 resi-
dents relying on Social Security, these
payments are, in fact, a lifeline.

In what world is this going to im-
prove America? In what world is taking
a lifeline away from seniors improving
our economy, and in what world is con-
stantly raising and lowering the hopes
of some of our most vulnerable neigh-
bors making America great again?

I have already heard from constitu-
ents who have been contacted by the
Social Security Administration who
are concerned about the changes and
the cuts. They have been told that 100
percent of their benefits will be with-
held until overpayments were paid
back in full. These overpayments were
as a result of a mistake by the Social
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Security Administration and not the
fault of my constituents.

This means that people in my com-
munity lose their lifeline to pay for
food, housing, medications, and more.
This means that people in my commu-
nity are suffering because of bad policy
and abysmal management. Let’s fix So-
cial Security. Let’s make it solvent,
but let’s not punish our seniors.

Changes to the Social Security Ad-
ministration that prevent beneficiaries
from accessing their full benefits are
nothing more than backdoor benefit
cuts, and I will not stand for it. I will
always stand in the way of these wolf-
in-sheep’s-clothing policies. We already
know that this is just a setup for cuts,
and these changes are setups to pay for
tax giveaways for the richest, the bil-
lionaires, and greedy corporations.

Mr. Speaker, I hear my colleagues
say that there is a mandate, but I don’t
think that there is a mandate to take
housing, food, and healthcare away
from our seniors. I ask you and all of
my colleagues who I serve with to
make sure that we protect Social Secu-
rity, keep it solvent, and ensure that
we are protecting the benefits that
they have earned for hard work over
several years and decades of service.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 17
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. GOLDMAN of Texas) at
noon.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Creator God, pour water on this
thirsty land. Allow streams to break
forth onto the dry ground, for Your
people yearn for the refreshment of
Your truth. They desire the renewal
found in Your righteousness.

Loving God, bring nourishment to
those who are hungry for a word of
hope. Bring healing to those whose
pain is overwhelming and need the
salve of divine care. Bring solace to
those who grieve the loss of loved ones
and need the comfort of Your eternal
embrace.

Let all, once again, sing joy, for You
are our deliverer. Let all shout aloud
with praise, for You are our redeemer.
Let all put their hope in You, for You
are our Savior and our God.

In Your merciful name we pray.

Amen.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. DAVIDSON)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. DAVIDSON led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

SOUTH CAROLINA MANUFAC-
TURING EXTENSION PARTNER-
SHIP

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, led by CEO Andy Carr, I am
grateful for the South Carolina Manu-
facturing Extension Partnership, a
vital public-private partnership that is
essential for manufacturing in the Pal-
metto State. It provides strategies to
improve profitability for job creation
and bolstering national security.

The partnership generated more than
$7 billion for South Carolina over the
last 3 years, working with over 550
companies. Over 80 percent of the man-
ufacturers have fewer than 20 employ-
ees, and these manufacturers are the
size that the South Carolina Manufac-
turing Extension Partnership is
uniquely serving.

In conclusion, God bless our troops as
the global war on terrorism continues.
Open borders for dictators puts all
Americans at risk of more 9/11 attacks,
imminent as warned by the FBI.
Trump is reinstituting existing laws to
protect American families with peace
through strength, revealing war crimi-
nal Putin’s lies, rigging the election in
the Republic of Georgia against legiti-
mate President Salome Zourabichvili.
The fake Georgian regime has falsely
smeared President Donald Trump as ‘‘a
tool of the deep state.”

————

REMEMBERING BLACK APRIL

(Mr. CORREA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Black April, a day

April 30, 2025

to lament and reflect on the fall of Sai-
gon.

It has been over 49 years since we
fought shoulder to shoulder with our
Vietnamese allies. After the fall, refu-
gees were forced to flee their homes
with whatever they could carry.

It is important to recognize the resil-
iency of the Vietnamese people. I grew
up with Vietnamese Americans who
came to this country for a better life.

Today, my home, Orange County, is
home to the largest Vietnamese popu-
lation outside of Vietnam.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring the sacrifice of those who
fought for freedom, democracy, and op-
portunity.

—————

HONORING MASTER SERGEANT
DAVID NORMAN

(Mr. DAVIDSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Master Sergeant David
Norman of Troy, Ohio.

Today marks the 50th anniversary of
the fall of Saigon. David Norman was
one of the brave servicemen who evacu-
ated over 7,000 Americans and allies
from the United States Embassy in
1975.

During the withdrawal from Viet-
nam, Sergeant Norman was one of the
11 brave marines who defended the U.S.
Embassy during the 19-hour evacu-
ation.

Many Americans were successfully
evacuated by helicopter, but those re-
maining stranded on the roof of the
embassy, including David, had resolved
to defend their positions as long as
their ammunition lasted.

A U.S. pilot flying over the embassy
at low altitude spotted these service-
men stranded and made a rescue flight
under fire, and all 11 men made it home
alive.

David retired from the Marine Corps
after 30 years of service before return-
ing to Ohio, and then he spent 26 years
with the Miami County Sheriff’s De-
partment. He was recently elected as
the Miami County Recorder.

I rise today to commend David’s pa-
triotic service to our Nation and to
commemorate this solemn anniver-
sary. Let us never forget the bravery of
our troops.

————
ELIMINATING HEAD START

(Ms. MORRISON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MORRISON. Mr. Speaker, today,
I rise on behalf of the 800,000 children
who will lose access to early childhood
care, healthcare, and education be-
cause of the Trump administration’s
budget.

Their budget proposes to eliminate
Head Start, the nationwide program
that provides essential care to nearly 1
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