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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. GIMENEZ). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
April 30, 2025. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable CARLOS A. 
GIMENEZ to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2025, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with time equally 
allocated between the parties and each 
Member other than the majority and 
minority leaders and the minority 
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no 
event shall debate continue beyond 
11:50 a.m. 

f 

HONORING PHI NGUYEN AND THE 
AMERICAN DREAM 

(Mr. WOMACK of Arkansas was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, 50 years 
ago today, the capital of South Viet-
nam, Saigon, fell to advancing North 
Vietnamese forces. The collapse of the 
anti-Communist South Vietnamese 
Government marked both the end of a 
decades-long conflict and the beginning 
of a painful chapter for millions of 
South Vietnamese people. 

As the North Vietnamese Army 
launched its final offensive into Sai-

gon, fear and uncertainty gripped the 
city. For countless South Vietnamese, 
the Fall of Saigon was not only the 
loss of their capital, but it was the loss 
of their country, their dreams, and, for 
many, their safety. Having allied with 
and supported the United States in the 
fight for a free republic, they now faced 
the terrifying prospect of persecution 
or worse. 

Among the individuals was a young 
boy named Phi Nguyen, whose story I 
have the privilege of sharing with you 
today, Mr. Speaker. Phi is the second- 
born child of parents Dung Nguyen and 
Diem Le Do. Notably, his father 
worked as a newspaper cartoonist 
whose art illustrated the complex po-
litical dynamics in Vietnam during the 
war, which is preserved in the Library 
of Congress today. 

In the final days of April 1975, Phi 
was 8. His older sister, Mien, was 10, 
and his younger brother, Thuc, was 
just 6. 

With the fate of Saigon hanging in 
the balance on April 28, 1975, Phi’s fam-
ily raced to Tan Son Nhut Air Base for 
a chance to escape. This would not be 
an easy task. The airbase had already 
been heavily bombed in the days be-
fore, causing severe damage to its run-
ways and planes. As the North Viet-
namese Army closed in, they were ac-
tively launching rockets and artillery, 
even as desperate families attempted 
to flee. 

Yet, in the dead of night, after two 
planes ahead of them were shot down, 
the Nguyen family boarded what would 
become the last fixed-wing aircraft to 
depart Tan Son Nhut. Their escape was 
harrowing, but their journey toward 
freedom, safety, and hope had just 
begun. 

Mr. Speaker, I can only imagine the 
mixed feelings of relief and heartbreak 
they felt as the plane left Vietnamese 
airspace, finally touching down at 
Clark Air Base in the Philippines. 
From there, they were transported to 

Guam and eventually to Camp Pen-
dleton in California, a place known 
then as Tent City, which saw more 
than 50,000 Vietnamese refugees who 
awaited new lives and new homes. 

After 3 months at Camp Pendleton, 
the Nguyen family received a life- 
changing letter. A Lutheran church in 
Shavertown, Pennsylvania, had offered 
to sponsor them. So, they made an-
other journey, this time across the 
U.S., to begin again in an unfamiliar 
place, adjusting to a new climate and 
embracing an entirely new culture. 

After 2 years in Pennsylvania, they 
relocated to Virginia in 1978, where Phi 
and his family have lived ever since. 
The Nguyen family even welcomed a 
new family member, their youngest 
daughter, Mai-An. 

So, Mr. Speaker, why am I standing 
here on the floor of this House sharing 
the story of this family? This story 
could be about any of the Vietnamese 
families who found freedom in the 
United States. Here is why, and he is 
sitting right in front of me. 

From this family came someone 
many of us recognize and know profes-
sionally, but maybe not personally, a 
man who has spent nearly four decades 
serving as a photographer in the Halls 
of this House, and that man is Phi 
Nguyen. 

In 1986, Phi began working for the 
Senate Photo Studio, where he would 
spend the next 15 years capturing his-
tory through his lens. Then, in 2002, he 
transferred to the House Photog-
rapher’s Office, a role in which I have 
had the distinct pleasure of working 
with him many times. 

That same year, Mr. Speaker, he 
married his wife, Tam Nguyen, whom 
he met during the Moon Festival in Ar-
lington, Virginia, a celebration mark-
ing the end of the harvest season. It 
was a fitting beginning to their rela-
tionship, one rooted in tradition and 
thanksgiving. 

Together, they became the proud par-
ents of two wonderful children. His 
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daughter, Quynh-Chi Nguyen, is 20 
years of age and attends James Madi-
son University, pursuing a degree in ar-
chitecture. His son, Hoai-Viet Nguyen, 
is 19 years old and studying cybersecu-
rity at George Mason University in 
Fairfax. 

Phi’s story is not just one of survival. 
It is one of resilience, adaptation, and 
success. It is, at its heart, a multigen-
erational story of the American 
Dream, a dream that Phi and his father 
before him pursued with determination 
and faith in the promise of a better fu-
ture. 

Over his nearly four decades of serv-
ice to the United States Senate and 
House of Representatives, Phi has cap-
tured countless moments that only a 
photo can, and while doing so, he has 
also captured the hearts of those who 
know and work with him. 

Mr. Speaker, in preparation for this 
speech, I asked Phi: What do you want 
the listeners and the viewers to take 
from your story? His answer was sim-
ple: ‘‘The American Dream is real, and 
I am evidence of that. You can do it, 
too.’’ 

Today, on this anniversary of a day 
that changed the course of history for 
millions, I want to take a moment to 
honor one remarkable individual whose 
life journey embodies the spirit of the 
American Dream. 

I thank Phi Nguyen. All of us who 
share in a professional relationship 
with him thank him for his service and 
commitment to capturing history and 
doing it with excellence. It is with the 
utmost sincerity that I commend Phi 
for his 39 years of service to this insti-
tution and congratulate him on one- 
half century of living the American 
Dream. 

f 

HONORING DOMINICK RUGGERIO 

(Mr. MAGAZINER of Rhode Island was 
recognized to address the House for 5 
minutes.) 

Mr. MAGAZINER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and legacy of a 
true Rhode Island public servant, State 
Senate President Dominick Ruggerio. 

President Ruggerio dedicated his life 
to making Rhode Island a better place, 
devoting 40 years to service in the 
Rhode Island State Senate, culmi-
nating in his leadership as senate presi-
dent. 

Through it all, he was a tireless ad-
vocate for working people, a skilled 
legislator, and a kind and gracious 
presence to everyone he met. 

President Ruggerio made his career 
in the labor movement, working with 
the Laborers’ International Union of 
North America before retiring when he 
assumed the Office of the President of 
the Rhode Island Senate. 

During his tenure in the senate, he 
championed raising the minimum 
wage, protecting workers’ pensions, 
and rebuilding infrastructure, among 
many other causes. 

When I was State treasurer, I was 
proud to work alongside him on the 

2018 statewide school construction ini-
tiative, where we made historic invest-
ments in repairing or replacing hun-
dreds of Rhode Island public school 
buildings. I saw on that occasion and 
throughout my time in the statehouse 
that his commitment to the future of 
our State was unwavering. 

My thoughts are with Dominick 
Ruggerio’s family on his passing this 
past week, particularly with his chil-
dren, Charlie and Amanda, and his four 
grandchildren, and with all in Rhode 
Island who had the privilege to know 
and work with him. 
EDESIA NUTRITION FUNDING MUST BE RESTORED 

Mr. MAGAZINER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
for the second time to call for funding 
for global emergency food aid to be re-
stored. 

Plumpy’Nut is a nutrient-dense paste 
used to save the lives of millions of 
children around the world. 

On every box manufactured at the 
Edesia Nutrition factory in North 
Kingstown, Rhode Island, are printed 
the words: ‘‘From the American peo-
ple.’’ It is not just a slogan. This prod-
uct is made with peanuts from Georgia, 
milk from Wisconsin, soy from Iowa, 
and ingredients from a total of 27 
States. It is 100 percent manufactured 
in the United States, and then it trav-
els on American trucks to American 
ships to children around the world who 
are caught in the middle of humani-
tarian crises. 

Plumpy’Nut is a lifesaving necessity 
for millions of children around the 
world struggling with malnutrition, 
and it is from the American people. 

At Edesia Nutrition, the organization 
in my district that manufactures 
Plumpy’Nut, more than 25 million chil-
dren have been treated by their prod-
uct. 

That is American patriotism that we 
can all take pride in, but this work is 
at risk. The Trump administration has 
halted all new orders, stranding ship-
ments and slowing production. That 
hurts farmers, American workers, and 
children most of all. 

This funding must be restored. To be 
clear, Secretary Rubio, Elon Musk, and 
others in the administration have said 
that they intend to restore this fund-
ing. We need them to do it. We are not 
asking the administration to change 
their policy. We are asking them to 
execute on their stated policy to save 
lives while also supporting American 
farmers and workers. 

This food is from the American peo-
ple. It is a promise, and we urge the ad-
ministration to ensure that this prom-
ise is kept. 

f 

COMMEMORATING COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE MONTH 

(Mr. CISCOMANI of Arizona was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today as a cosponsor of H. Res. 340, 
commemorating April as Community 
College Month to honor and recognize 

the more than 1,000 public, Tribal, and 
independent community colleges 
across the U.S. 

Specifically, I want to highlight my 
alma mater, Pima Community College, 
and others from Arizona’s Sixth Con-
gressional District, Cochise College, 
Eastern Arizona College, and Central 
Arizona College. 

Together with colleges across the Na-
tion, these institutions serve over 10 
million students, equipping them with 
the skills they need to thrive and suc-
ceed. 

My time at Pima Community College 
was deeply impactful and gave me the 
tools that I needed to pursue my own 
American Dream, a dream that I am so 
blessed to live every single day. 

For decades, community colleges 
have empowered students of all ages 
and backgrounds with the knowledge, 
certification, and hands-on skills they 
need to thrive and succeed. From 
nurses to welders, teachers to con-
struction workers, and so much more, 
community colleges are responsible for 
training the workforce that drives our 
economy forward. 

As we wrap up the month, I am proud 
to celebrate the vital role community 
colleges play in supporting our stu-
dents, building communities, expand-
ing opportunities, and strengthening 
our Nation. 

b 1015 

CONGRATULATING MICHAEL HUMPHRIES 
Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to thank Michael Humphries for 
his distinguished service as Nogales 
Port of Entry director. 

After taking over Arizona’s busiest 
border crossing in 2017, Director Hum-
phries instituted policies that kept 
communities safe from dangerous con-
traband while ensuring trade and com-
merce continued to flow smoothly. 

He uncovered record hauls of deadly 
fentanyl and other dangerous drugs 
and made sure that essential products 
like food and medical equipment made 
it through the port of entry without 
interruption, even during the COVID 
pandemic. 

His efforts were critical to strength-
ening the security at our border while 
supporting economic vitality in south-
ern Arizona. 

On behalf of Arizona’s Sixth Congres-
sional District, I extend my deepest 
gratitude to Director Humphries for 
his years of service and wish him the 
very best during his well-deserved re-
tirement. 
CELEBRATING CASA GRANDE FIRE DEPARTMENT 

PROMOTIONS 
Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to celebrate the hard work, dedi-
cation, and courage of seven out-
standing members of the Casa Grande 
Fire Department and congratulate 
them on a well-deserved promotion. 

Congratulations to Captain Matthew 
Farmer, Chief Tony Fornaro, Battalion 
Chief Ryan Littrell, and Engineers 
Iveta Murray, Garrett Walker, Jose 
Serrano, and Tyler Bogart. 
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