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TOOLS TO ADDRESS KNOWN EX-
PLOITATION BY IMMOBILIZING
TECHNOLOGICAL DEEPFAKES ON
WEBSITES AND NETWORKS ACT

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(S. 146) to require covered platforms to
remove nonconsensual intimate visual
depictions, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 146

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Tools to Ad-
dress Known Exploitation by Immobilizing
Technological Deepfakes on Websites and
Networks Act” or the “TAKE IT DOWN
Act”.

SEC. 2. CRIMINAL PROHIBITION ON INTEN-
TIONAL DISCLOSURE OF NON-
CONSENSUAL INTIMATE VISUAL DE-
PICTIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 223 of the Com-
munications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 223) is
amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (h) as sub-
section (i); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (g) the fol-
lowing:

“(h) INTENTIONAL DISCLOSURE OF NON-
CONSENSUAL INTIMATE VISUAL DEPICTIONS.—

‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

‘“(A) CONSENT.—The term ‘consent’ means
an affirmative, conscious, and voluntary au-
thorization made by an individual free from
force, fraud, duress, misrepresentation, or
coercion.

‘“(B) DIGITAL FORGERY.—The term ‘digital
forgery’ means any intimate visual depiction
of an identifiable individual created through
the use of software, machine learning, artifi-
cial intelligence, or any other computer-gen-
erated or technological means, including by
adapting, modifying, manipulating, or alter-
ing an authentic visual depiction, that, when
viewed as a whole by a reasonable person, is
indistinguishable from an authentic visual
depiction of the individual.

“(C) IDENTIFIABLE INDIVIDUAL.—The term
‘identifiable individual’ means an indi-
vidual—

‘(i) who appears in whole or in part in an
intimate visual depiction; and

‘“(ii) whose face, likeness, or other distin-
guishing characteristic (including a unique
birthmark or other recognizable feature) is
displayed in connection with such intimate
visual depiction.

‘(D) INTERACTIVE COMPUTER SERVICE.—The
term ‘interactive computer service’ has the
meaning given the term in section 230.

“(E) INTIMATE VISUAL DEPICTION.—The term
‘intimate visual depiction’ has the meaning
given such term in section 1309 of the Con-
solidated Appropriations Act, 2022 (156 U.S.C.
6851).

“(F) MINOR.—The term ‘minor’ means any
individual under the age of 18 years.

‘(2) OFFENSE INVOLVING AUTHENTIC INTI-
MATE VISUAL DEPICTIONS.—

““(A) INVOLVING ADULTS.—Except as pro-
vided in subparagraph (C), it shall be unlaw-
ful for any person, in interstate or foreign
commerce, to use an interactive computer
service to knowingly publish an intimate
visual depiction of an identifiable individual
who is not a minor if—

‘(i) the intimate visual depiction was ob-
tained or created under circumstances in
which the person knew or reasonably should
have known the identifiable individual had a
reasonable expectation of privacy;
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‘“(ii) what is depicted was not voluntarily
exposed by the identifiable individual in a
public or commercial setting;

‘“(iii) what is depicted is not a matter of
public concern; and

‘“(iv) publication of the intimate visual de-
piction—

‘“(I) is intended to cause harm; or

‘“(IT) causes harm, including psychological,
financial, or reputational harm, to the iden-
tifiable individual.

‘(B) INVOLVING MINORS.—Except as pro-
vided in subparagraph (C), it shall be unlaw-
ful for any person, in interstate or foreign
commerce, to use an interactive computer
service to knowingly publish an intimate
visual depiction of an identifiable individual
who is a minor with intent to—

‘(i) abuse, humiliate, harass, or degrade
the minor; or

‘(ii) arouse or gratify the sexual desire of
any person.

‘“(C) EXCEPTIONS.—Subparagraphs (A) and
(B) shall not apply to—

‘(i) a lawfully authorized investigative,
protective, or intelligence activity of—

“(I) a law enforcement agency of the
United States, a State, or a political subdivi-
sion of a State; or

‘“(IT) an intelligence agency of the United
States;

‘“(ii) a disclosure made reasonably and in
good faith—

‘“(I) to a law enforcement officer or agency;

‘“(IT) as part of a document production or
filing associated with a legal proceeding;

“(III) as part of medical education, diag-
nosis, or treatment or for a legitimate med-
ical, scientific, or education purpose;

“(IV) in the reporting of unlawful content
or unsolicited or unwelcome conduct or in
pursuance of a legal, professional, or other
lawful obligation; or

(V) to seek support or help with respect
to the receipt of an unsolicited intimate vis-
ual depiction;

‘(iii) a disclosure reasonably intended to
assist the identifiable individual;

‘(iv) a person who possesses or publishes
an intimate visual depiction of himself or
herself engaged in nudity or sexually explicit
conduct (as that term is defined in section
22566(2)(A) of title 18, United States Code); or

‘“(v) the publication of an intimate visual
depiction that constitutes—

‘“(I) child pornography (as that term is de-
fined in section 2256 of title 18, United States
Code); or

‘“(IT) a visual depiction described in sub-
section (a) or (b) of section 1466A of title 18,
United States Code (relating to obscene vis-
ual representations of the sexual abuse of
children).

‘“(3) OFFENSE
GERIES.—

““(A) INVOLVING ADULTS.—Except as pro-
vided in subparagraph (C), it shall be unlaw-
ful for any person, in interstate or foreign
commerce, to use an interactive computer
service to knowingly publish a digital for-
gery of an identifiable individual who is not
a minor if—

‘(i) the digital forgery was published with-
out the consent of the identifiable indi-
vidual;

‘“(ii) what is depicted was not voluntarily
exposed by the identifiable individual in a
public or commercial setting;

‘‘(iii) what is depicted is not a matter of
public concern; and

‘“(iv) publication of the digital forgery—

“(I) is intended to cause harm; or

‘“(IT) causes harm, including psychological,
financial, or reputational harm, to the iden-
tifiable individual.

‘(B) INVOLVING MINORS.—Except as pro-
vided in subparagraph (C), it shall be unlaw-
ful for any person, in interstate or foreign
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commerce, to use an interactive computer
service to knowingly publish a digital for-
gery of an identifiable individual who is a
minor with intent to—

‘(i) abuse, humiliate, harass, or degrade
the minor; or

‘“(ii) arouse or gratify the sexual desire of
any person.

“(C) EXCEPTIONS.—Subparagraphs (A) and
(B) shall not apply to—

‘(i) a lawfully authorized investigative,
protective, or intelligence activity of—

“(I) a law enforcement agency of the
United States, a State, or a political subdivi-
sion of a State; or

‘“(IT) an intelligence agency of the United
States;

‘‘(ii) a disclosure made reasonably and in
good faith—

““(I) to a law enforcement officer or agency;

“(I1) as part of a document production or
filing associated with a legal proceeding;

‘“(IITI) as part of medical education, diag-
nosis, or treatment or for a legitimate med-
ical, scientific, or education purpose;

“(IV) in the reporting of unlawful content
or unsolicited or unwelcome conduct or in
pursuance of a legal, professional, or other
lawful obligation; or

(V) to seek support or help with respect
to the receipt of an unsolicited intimate vis-
ual depiction;

‘‘(iii) a disclosure reasonably intended to
assist the identifiable individual;

‘‘(iv) a person who possesses or publishes a
digital forgery of himself or herself engaged
in nudity or sexually explicit conduct (as
that term is defined in section 2256(2)(A) of
title 18, United States Code); or

‘(v) the publication of an intimate visual
depiction that constitutes—

“(I) child pornography (as that term is de-
fined in section 2256 of title 18, United States
Code); or

“(IT) a visual depiction described in sub-
section (a) or (b) of section 1466A of title 18,
United States Code (relating to obscene vis-
ual representations of the sexual abuse of
children).

‘(4) PENALTIES.—

““(A) OFFENSES INVOLVING ADULTS.—AnNy
person who violates paragraph (2)(A) or
(3)(A) shall be fined under title 18, United
States Code, imprisoned not more than 2
years, or both.

‘“(B) OFFENSES INVOLVING MINORS.—ANy
person who violates paragraph (2)(B) or (3)(B)
shall be fined under title 18, United States
Code, imprisoned not more than 3 years, or
both.

‘(5) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—For purposes
of paragraphs (2) and (3)—

‘““(A) the fact that the identifiable indi-
vidual provided consent for the creation of
the intimate visual depiction shall not es-
tablish that the individual provided consent
for the publication of the intimate visual de-
piction; and

‘“(B) the fact that the identifiable indi-
vidual disclosed the intimate visual depic-
tion to another individual shall not establish
that the identifiable individual provided con-
sent for the publication of the intimate vis-
ual depiction by the person alleged to have
violated paragraph (2) or (3), respectively.

*“(6) THREATS.—

“(A) THREATS INVOLVING AUTHENTIC INTI-
MATE VISUAL DEPICTIONS.—Any person who
intentionally threatens to commit an offense
under paragraph (2) for the purpose of in-
timidation, coercion, extortion, or to create
mental distress shall be punished as provided
in paragraph (4).

“(B) THREATS
GERIES.—

(1) THREATS INVOLVING ADULTS.—AnNy per-
son who intentionally threatens to commit
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an offense under paragraph (3)(A) for the pur-
pose of intimidation, coercion, extortion, or
to create mental distress shall be fined under
title 18, United States Code, imprisoned not
more than 18 months, or both.

¢“(ii) THREATS INVOLVING MINORS.—ANy per-
son who intentionally threatens to commit
an offense under paragraph (3)(B) for the pur-
pose of intimidation, coercion, extortion, or
to create mental distress shall be fined under
title 18, United States Code, imprisoned not
more than 30 months, or both.

“(7T) FORFEITURE.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The court, in imposing a
sentence on any person convicted of a viola-
tion of paragraph (2) or (3), shall order, in ad-
dition to any other sentence imposed and ir-
respective of any provision of State law, that
the person forfeit to the United States—

‘(i) any material distributed in violation
of that paragraph;

‘‘(ii) the person’s interest in property, real
or personal, constituting or derived from any
gross proceeds of the violation, or any prop-
erty traceable to such property, obtained or
retained directly or indirectly as a result of
the violation; and

‘‘(iii) any personal property of the person
used, or intended to be used, in any manner
or part, to commit or to facilitate the com-
mission of the violation.

‘“(B) PROCEDURES.—Section 413 of the Con-
trolled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 853), with
the exception of subsections (a) and (d), shall
apply to the criminal forfeiture of property
under subparagraph (A).

‘(8) RESTITUTION.—The court shall order
restitution for an offense under paragraph (2)
or (3) in the same manner as under section
2264 of title 18, United States Code.

‘(9) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this subsection shall be construed to limit
the application of any other relevant law, in-
cluding section 2252 of title 18, United States
Code.”.

(b) DEFENSES.—Section 223(e)(1) of the
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C.
223(e)(1)) is amended by striking ‘“‘or (d)’’ and
inserting ¢, (d), or (h)”’.

(c) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—Subsection (i) of section 223 of the
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 223),
as so redesignated by subsection (a), is
amended by inserting ‘‘DEFINITIONS.—’ be-
fore ‘‘For purposes of this section’.

SEC. 3. NOTICE AND REMOVAL OF NONCONSEN-
SUAL INTIMATE VISUAL DEPIC-
TIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) NOTICE AND REMOVAL PROCESS.—

(A) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, a
covered platform shall establish a process
whereby an identifiable individual (or an au-
thorized person acting on behalf of such indi-
vidual) may—

(i) notify the covered platform of an inti-
mate visual depiction published on the cov-
ered platform that—

(I) includes a depiction of the identifiable
individual; and

(IT) was published without the consent of
the identifiable individual; and

(ii) submit a request for the covered plat-
form to remove such intimate visual depic-
tion.

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—A notification and re-
quest for removal of an intimate visual de-
piction submitted under the process estab-
lished under subparagraph (A) shall include,
in writing—

(i) a physical or electronic signature of the
identifiable individual (or an authorized per-
son acting on behalf of such individual);

(ii) an identification of, and information
reasonably sufficient for the covered plat-
form to locate, the intimate visual depiction
of the identifiable individual;
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(iii) a brief statement that the identifiable
individual has a good faith belief that any
intimate visual depiction identified under
clause (ii) is not consensual, including any
relevant information for the covered plat-
form to determine the intimate visual depic-
tion was published without the consent of
the identifiable individual; and

(iv) information sufficient to enable the
covered platform to contact the identifiable
individual (or an authorized person acting on
behalf of such individual).

(2) NOTICE OF PROCESS.—A covered platform
shall provide on the platform a clear and
conspicuous notice, which may be provided
through a clear and conspicuous link to an-
other web page or disclosure, of the notice
and removal process established under para-
graph (1)(A) that—

(A) is easy to read and in plain language;
and

(B) provides information regarding the re-
sponsibilities of the covered platform under
this section, including a description of how
an individual can submit a notification and
request for removal.

(3) REMOVAL OF NONCONSENSUAL INTIMATE
VISUAL DEPICTIONS.—Upon receiving a valid
removal request from an identifiable indi-
vidual (or an authorized person acting on be-
half of such individual) using the process de-
scribed in paragraph (1)(A)(ii), a covered
platform shall, as soon as possible, but not
later than 48 hours after receiving such re-
quest—

(A) remove the intimate visual depiction;
and

(B) make reasonable efforts to identify and
remove any known identical copies of such
depiction.

(4) LIMITATION ON LIABILITY.—A covered
platform shall not be liable for any claim
based on the covered platform’s good faith
disabling of access to, or removal of, mate-
rial claimed to be a nonconsensual intimate
visual depiction based on facts or cir-
cumstances from which the unlawful pub-
lishing of an intimate visual depiction is ap-
parent, regardless of whether the intimate
visual depiction is ultimately determined to
be unlawful or not.

(b) ENFORCEMENT BY THE COMMISSION.—

(1) UNFAIR OR DECEPTIVE ACTS OR PRAC-
TICES.—A failure to reasonably comply with
the notice and takedown obligations under
subsection (a) shall be treated as a violation
of a rule defining an unfair or a deceptive act
or practice under section 18(a)(1)(B) of the
Federal Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C.
5Ta(a)(1)(B)).

(2) POWERS OF THE COMMISSION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (D), the Commission shall en-
force this section in the same manner, by the
same means, and with the same jurisdiction,
powers, and duties as though all applicable
terms and provisions of the Federal Trade
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.) were
incorporated into and made a part of this
section.

(B) PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES.—ANy per-
son who violates this section shall be subject
to the penalties and entitled to the privi-
leges and immunities provided in the Federal
Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.).

(C) AUTHORITY PRESERVED.—Nothing in
this Act shall be construed to limit the au-
thority of the Federal Trade Commission
under any other provision of law.

(D) SCOPE OF JURISDICTION.—Notwith-
standing sections 4, 5(a)(2), or 6 of the Fed-
eral Trade Commission Act (16 U.S.C. 44,
45(a)(2), 46), or any jurisdictional limitation
of the Commission, the Commission shall
also enforce this section in the same manner
provided in subparagraph (A), with respect to
organizations that are not organized to carry
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on business for their own profit or that of
their members.
SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission”
means the Federal Trade Commission.

(2) CONSENT; DIGITAL FORGERY; IDENTIFI-
ABLE INDIVIDUAL; INTIMATE VISUAL DEPIC-
TION.—The terms ‘‘consent’, ‘‘digital for-
gery’’, ‘‘identifiable individual’”’, ‘“‘intimate
visual depiction’, and ‘‘minor” have the
meaning given such terms in section 223(h) of
the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C.
223), as added by section 2.

(3) COVERED PLATFORM.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘covered plat-
form” means a website, online service, on-
line application, or mobile application—

(i) that serves the public; and

(ii)(I) that primarily provides a forum for
user-generated content, including messages,
videos, images, games, and audio files; or

(IT) for which it is in the regular course of
trade or business of the website, online serv-
ice, online application, or mobile application
to publish, curate, host, or make available
content of nonconsensual intimate visual de-
pictions.

(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘covered plat-
form’’ shall not include the following:

(i) A provider of broadband internet access
service (as described in section 8.1(b) of title
47, Code of Federal Regulations, or successor
regulation).

(ii) Electronic mail.

(iii) Except as provided in subparagraph
(A)(@i)(II), an online service, application, or
website—

(I) that consists primarily of content that
is not user generated but is preselected by
the provider of such online service, applica-
tion, or website; and

(IT) for which any chat, comment, or inter-
active functionality is incidental to, directly
related to, or dependent on the provision of
the content described in subclause (I).

SEC. 5. SEVERABILITY.

If any provision of this Act, or an amend-
ment made by this Act, is determined to be
unenforceable or invalid, the remaining pro-
visions of this Act and the amendments
made by this Act shall not be affected.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material in the RECORD
on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today in strong support of S.
146, the TAKE IT DOWN Act by Sen-
ator TED CRUZ. The bill addresses a se-
rious gap in our current law, a loophole
that came to light in my own district.

I had a meeting on this particular
issue with the sheriff in Pasco County,
Florida, Sheriff Nocco, and then I also
talked to Senator CRUz about one of
his constituents. This is how we get
things done. The best ideas come from
the people, and this is very necessary.
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A teacher in my district used AI to
create explicit content of his students
incorporating real images of his stu-
dents taken from a yearbook. Under
current law, only the use of the actual
photos is illegal, the AI-generated, sex-
ually explicit content is not.

Because of this gap, law enforcement
was unable to fully charge this par-
ticular individual, this sick individual,
in my opinion, for the scope of the im-
ages in his possession. Had this bill
been in effect, his actions would have
been criminalized in full.

As technology evolves, so must our
laws. We need to keep pace, there is no
question. We must. We must continue
working hand in hand with our law en-
forcement partners to stay ahead of
these emerging threats and safeguard
our most vulnerable.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
voting in favor of S. 146. The House
sponsor is the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida (Ms. SALAZAR). She is a great friend
of mine. Let’s get this done. We need to
be protecting our children.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise to speak in support of S. 146,
the TAKE IT DOWN Act. The legisla-
tion addresses the nonconsensual shar-
ing of intimate images online, one of
the most significant harms prolifer-
ating on the internet in recent years.

Advances in generative artificial in-
telligence and other photo manipula-
tion software have enabled the creation
of digital forgeries that place victims
in sexually explicit situations that
never actually occurred but can still
cause massive reputational and finan-
cial damage to those who were tar-
geted.

Some of the platforms hosting actual
and computer-generated nonconsensual
intimate images have promised to ad-
dress such abuses online and protect
their users but, nevertheless, victims
report great difficulty in getting such
images removed from the internet.
They tell us they feel powerless as it
spreads or even resurfaces years later.

The TAKE IT DOWN Act will require
social media and other online public
platforms to provide a mechanism for
people to notify the platform of non-
consensual intimate images in which
they are depicted. It also requires the
platforms to take reasonable steps to
remove the images from their plat-
forms within 48 hours.

I thank Representatives DEAN and
DINGELL for their leadership on this
issue, and I encourage my colleagues to
support this bipartisan legislation. I
reserve the balance of my time, Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. SALA-
ZAR), the House sponsor of this par-
ticular bill, who is my good friend and
a very effective Member of Congress.

Ms. SALAZAR. Mr. Speaker, every
generation of Congress faces moments
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that test our commitment to justice,
and today is one of those moments.

I rise today to urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes” on S. 146, the TAKE IT
DOWN Act. The Senate has already
done its job. They passed this legisla-
tion unanimously. Now, it is our turn
in the House of Representatives. This
is our moment to stand up to protect
our children and make this the law of
the land.

The name of the legislation is the
TAKE IT DOWN Act. The mission of
this bill is simple, profound, and long
lasting. It stops cyber abuse. It pre-
vents the bullying of one child against
another and, even more importantly,
prevents suicide born out of shame.

It is outrageously sick to use im-
ages—the face, the voice, the likeness—
of a young vulnerable female to manip-
ulate them, to extort them, and to hu-
miliate them publicly just for fun, just
for revenge. That is why we created
this bill, to stop the abuse spreading
like wildfire right now on social media.

It is widely known that 99 percent of
the time, the victims, most of them
girls, don’t even know their faces, their
bodies, their intimate parts are being
circulated around the internet in fake,
compromising pornographic images.
Unfortunately, in life, perception is re-
ality. Even though the images are fake,
the consequences are very, very real.

Even though, as I said, the images do
not belong to them, those girls are pay-
ing for them dearly with shame, humil-
iation, and the unbearable suffering
when you are 14, 15 years old. Up until
now, there was no recourse. Just imag-
ine waking up one morning to find
yourself trapped in a nightmare that
you never created. This is exactly what
is happening to our children, and this
is why we must act.
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Mr. Speaker, the bill called the
TAKE IT DOWN Act finally sends a
very loud and clear message to Big
Tech. If you, Big Tech, do not remove
these fake images within 48 hours, you
are as guilty and as responsible as the
predators who created them.

I am talking to Snapchat, to
Instagram, and to TikTok. All of them
will have to comply within 48 hours
when a victim calls and demands and
tells you that you have to remove
those images. There are no more ex-
cuses. You, Big Tech, have to take it
down.

Let’s talk to the bullies, to the pred-
ators, to the perverts who are hiding
behind a computer, the ones who cre-
ated this fake material. If you dare to
do this again to another innocent
child, most of them girls, you are going
to prison. You will be in jail for a long
time. Don’t do it, and don’t dare to do
it anymore. Prison is a great place
where you can sit and ponder what you
have done to another human being.

Today, we take away the power from
the aggressors and the accomplices,
and we give it back to the victims and
their families. Up until now, the par-
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ents of the victims found that the
schools couldn’t do anything. The po-
lice couldn’t do anything. Big Tech
would not even pay attention to them
but no more. Now they can because we
are passing this law.

What a great honor it is for me to be
part of this initiative, one that the
First Lady has personally championed.
The President of the United States en-
dorsed this legislation during the re-
cent state of the Union that he con-
ducted in front of Congress. The Presi-
dent explained this as a vital step to
defend our sons and daughters against
online predators.

My fellow colleagues, this is not
about politics. This is about basic
human dignity. This is about pro-
tecting children who are the most vul-
nerable among us. As I just mentioned,
the Commander in Chief called on us to
act on this law in this very Chamber a
few weeks ago.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the House of Rep-
resentatives to vote ‘‘yes’” on the
TAKE IT DOWN Act. Let’s make his-
tory today. Let’s protect our children.
Let’s just take it down.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Pennsylvania (Ms. DEAN).

Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I thank Chairman BILIRAKIS
and Ranking Member PALLONE for
bringing this bill forward.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
TAKE IT DOWN Act. Senate bill 146
was my bill, and it is still my bill. I
thank Congresswoman SALAZAR for her
leadership on this. I thank Congress-
woman DINGELL for her longtime lead-
ership on this and for leading this ef-
fort with me on the House side. I thank
Senators CRUZ and KLOBUCHAR for their
strong leadership on this.

As we speak, the internet is awash
with real and fake nonconsensual inti-
mate imagery. Mr. Speaker, the con-
sequences, as you just heard, are dev-
astating for every victim, their family,
and their community. It happens to
men and boys, to women and girls.
Most often, it happens to women and
girls.

As AI becomes more prevalent in our
everyday lives, Congress must meet
this moment. We must empower and
protect victims from bad actors who
share their intimate images, real or
fake, without consent and from the
most harmful developments of Al

During the 2023-2024 school year, 15
percent of high school students re-
ported hearing about deepfakes of non-
consensual intimate images that de-
picted kids at their schools. It hap-
pened to one of my hometown constitu-
ents, a 20-year-old, bright college stu-
dent named Jack Sullivan. He was
sextorted by two men claiming to be a
woman on Instagram. They threatened
Jack. They told him they would post
intimate images of him unless he paid
huge sums of money. He paid and he
paid. When he could no longer pay
their demands, Jack took his own life.
We must do better for Jack and every
other victim of these crimes.
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As a former educator, and a mother,
and as a grandmother, this sickens me.
As an elected official, I am moved to
protect our children. Congress must
create guardrails to protect Americans’
privacy and dignity at a time when on-
line exploitation is easier than ever.

That is what our bill does. The TAKE
IT DOWN Act criminalizes the publica-
tion of real or fake Al-generated inti-
mate images. It requires websites to
react, to respond, and to remove these
horrifying images and videos within 48
hours of a victim’s report. I suggest
they act even faster. Finally, we will
hold online platforms and social media
companies accountable. This cannot
wait.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to have bi-
partisan support for this bill. I thank
Representative SALAZAR and Senators
CRUZ and KLOBUCHAR. I thank the First
Lady and the President for their lead-
ership on this. I implore all of my col-
leagues to join us in supporting this
important bill.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. GUTH-
RIE), the great chairman of the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce and a
good friend of mine who is doing an
outstanding job, in my opinion.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of S. 146, the TAKE IT
DOWN Act. I echo the sentiments of
Representative DEAN and my friend
Representative SALAZAR. I appreciate
the comments that they just made. I
thank Congresswoman DINGELL and
Senator CRUZz for their determination
in combating this crisis of malicious,
deepfake pornography.

Last month, I joined a bipartisan
group convened by the First Lady. We
heard from young survivors and their
parents who were targeted by those ab-
horrent practices. I thank the First
Lady for her leadership and for shining
a light on this dark and destructive
crisis.

I am sad to say that this issue struck
close to home with the heartbreaking
death of my constituent, 16-year-old
Elijah Heacock. He tragically fell vic-
tim to an online extortion scheme,
showing my community the dangers of
predators targeting our kids online.

I sat with his mom, his dad, and his
brother just this last week. We talked
about the tragedy that happened in his
life and their determination to see that
we move forward in this Congress, not
only on this bill but others to make
sure that it doesn’t happen to other
families like theirs. We are all praying
for that dear family.

Mr. Speaker, the heart-wrenching
stories we have heard tell us all we
need to know. It is time to send the
TAKE IT DOWN Act to the President’s
desk so we can give survivors and law
enforcement the tools they need to
combat this crisis. I urge my col-
leagues to vote in favor of this legisla-
tion.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from
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Michigan (Mrs. DINGELL), a member of
our committee.

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Chairman GUTHRIE. I thank Ranking
Member, FRANK PALLONE, who often
puts up with my intensity on this sub-
ject. I also thank Chairman BILIRAKIS
and my co-leads, Representatives
SALAZAR, DEAN, and PFLUGER, as well
as Senator CRUZ and Senator KLO-
BUCHAR, my compatriot many days,
who works to prioritize violence
against women.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today as a strong
and unwavering advocate for women,
children, and survivors of abuse and in
support of a bill that I helped lead, S.
146, the TAKE IT DOWN Act.

The rise of deepfake pornography and
nonconsensual intimate images is a
growing crisis that demands urgent ac-
tion now. We need to work together to
protect women and children from these
evolving threats. New generative artifi-
cial intelligence tools are being
weaponized to humiliate, silence, and
terrorize women and children.

We have seen it used against children
as young as middle school as a tool to
create revenge porn. We have seen it
used against women in public life, on
both sides of the aisle, including our
own colleagues.

None of my colleagues think this is
acceptable, and it is a crisis that de-
mands immediate action. We have a re-
sponsibility to act now and not tomor-
row, not next year, not after more
damage is done. The TAKE IT DOWN
Act gives victims a clear, fast pathway
to have these images removed from on-
line platforms, hold perpetrators ac-
countable, and ensure that tech compa-
nies do their part. They have responsi-
bility.

This is just one piece of a broader
fight. It is one I have been in for years,
and I will not stop fighting. We will
end violence against women, address
coercive control, and stop the misuse
of technology to harm survivors.

Let me be clear. This bill should al-
ready be law. It passed the Senate
unanimously. It was included in Con-
gress’ year-end package last year until
it was stripped out at the end. I won’t
get political on that because I want ev-
erybody to vote on it right now. It
should never have happened.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the TAKE IT DOWN Act. Let’s
get this across the finish line and de-
liver for the women and children who
are counting on us.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I am
prepared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I urge
unanimous support for this legislation.
Once again, this is another very impor-
tant bill as part of this consumer pro-
tection agenda today.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the President of
the United States for shedding light on
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this particular bill at the state of the
Union. I thank our great First Lady as
well for her support on this particular
bill.

I thank Representatives DEAN and
DINGELL, and, of course, Representa-
tive SALAZAR who was also the main
sponsor of the bill in the House. I
thank Senator CRUz who worked so
very hard to get this done.

This is a bipartisan accomplishment,
and we will protect our kids if we pass
this particular bill. It will go to the
President once we pass this bill. Let’s
get it done. Let’s pass it unanimously.

Mr. Speaker, again, I encourage a
“‘yes’ vote on this bill, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, S. 146.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

on

———

HOTEL FEES TRANSPARENCY ACT
OF 2025

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1479) to prohibit unfair and decep-
tive advertising of prices for hotel
rooms and other places of short-term
lodging, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1479

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Hotel Fees
Transparency Act of 2025,

SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON UNFAIR AND DECEP-
TIVE ADVERTISING OF HOTEL
ROOMS AND OTHER SHORT-TERM
RENTAL PRICES.

(a) PROHIBITION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—It shall be unlawful for a
covered entity to display, advertise, market,
or offer in interstate commerce, including
through direct offerings, third-party dis-
tribution, or metasearch referrals, a price for
covered services that does not clearly, con-
spicuously, and prominently—

(A) display the total services price, if a
price is displayed, in any advertisement,
marketing, or price list wherever the covered
services are displayed, advertised, marketed,
or offered for sale;

(B) disclose to any individual who seeks to
purchase covered services the total services
price at the time the covered services are
first displayed to the individual and anytime
thereafter throughout the covered services
purchasing process; and

(C) disclose, prior to the final purchase,
any tax, fee, or assessment imposed by any
government entity, quasi-government enti-
ty, or government-created special district or
program on the sale of covered services.
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