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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, since President Don-
ald Trump earned a mandate, he has
been winning on behalf of American
families.

Among his achievements, President
Trump announced illegal alien cross-
ings hit a new record low, which is now
98 percent over last year. The latest in-
flation report showed consumer prices
declined for the first time in nearly 3
years, including the largest monthly
decline of prescription drug prices on
record and plummeting gas prices.

Inflation dropped for the first time in
17 months, and Trump deregulations
are saving nearly $11,000 per family of
four.

A national emergency has been de-
clared to protect American workers
and to level the playing field for Amer-
ican businesses.

In conclusion, God bless our troops as
the global war on terrorism continues.
Open borders for dictators put all
Americans at risk of more 9/11 attacks
imminent, as warned by the FBI.

Trump is reinstituting existing laws
to protect American families with
peace through strength, exposing war
criminal Putin’s lies.

————
HONORING RICHARD BENSON

(Ms. JOHNSON of Texas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to honor a re-
markable leader, President Richard
Benson, as he prepares to retire after 8
years of service to the University of
Texas at Dallas.

Under his leadership, the university
has soared to new heights: expanding
research, increasing enrollment, and
strengthening UTD’s reputation as one
of the top public research institutions
in the Nation.

During his tenure, President Benson
championed innovation, supported
world-class faculty, and opened doors
for thousands of students to achieve
their dreams. Over the past 8 years,
UTD has grown in size and stature. Its
impact in the Dallas/Fort Worth region
and the entire State of Texas has never
been greater.

This includes opening the first phase
of the Edith and Peter O’Donnell Jr.
Athenaeum, which features the UT
Dallas art museum. The museum show-
cases an array of Asian art exhibits, as
well as pieces from the university’s
growing collection of Latin-American
art.

President Benson’s legacy will live
on in every lab, in every classroom,
and in every life changed by this in-
credible university.

I thank President Benson for his vi-
sion, his dedication, and his unwaver-
ing belief in the power of education. On
behalf of the entire House and the peo-
ple of Texas’ 32nd Congressional Dis-
trict, we wish him all the best in his
next chapter.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———

MIRACLE ON ICE CONGRESSIONAL
GOLD MEDAL ACT

Mr. DAVIDSON. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 452) to award 3 Congressional
Gold Medals to the members of the 1980
U.S. Olympic Men’s Ice Hockey Team,
in recognition of their extraordinary
achievement at the 1980 Winter Olym-
pics where, being comprised of amateur
collegiate players, they defeated the
dominant Soviet hockey team in the
historic ‘“Miracle on Ice’’, revitalizing
American morale at the height of the
Cold War, inspiring generations and
transforming the sport of hockey in
the United States.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 452

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Miracle on
Ice Congressional Gold Medal Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The USA Olympic men’s ice hockey
team competed at the 1980 Winter Olympics,
officially the XIII Olympic Winter Games
and known as the 1980 Lake Placid games,
from February 13 to 24, 1980, in Lake Placid,
New York.

(2) Team USA, comprised of collegiate
players, defeated the defending Olympic
champion the Soviet Union 4-3 on February
22, 1980, in the final round of the 1980 Winter
Olympics men’s hockey tournament.

(3) The 1980 USA Olympic men’s hockey
team roster included—

(A) Bill Baker (Grand Rapids, MN);

(B) Neal Broten (Roseau, MN);

(C) Dave Christian (Warroad, MN);

(D) Steve Christoff (Richfield, MN);

(E) Jim Craig (North Easton, MA);

(F) Mike Eruzione (Winthrop, MA);

(G) John Harrington (Virginia, MN);

(H) Steve Janaszak (Saint Paul, MN);

(I) Mark Johnson (Madison, WI);

(J) Rob McClanahan (Saint Paul, MN);

(K) Ken Morrow (Flint, MI);

(L) Jack O’Callahan (Charlestown, MA);

(M) Mark Pavelich (Eveleth, MN);

(N) Mike Ramsey (Minneapolis, MN);

(O) Buzz Schneider (Grand Rapids, MN);

(P) Dave Silk (Scituate, MA);

(Q) Eric Strobel (Rochester, MN);

(R) Bob Suter (Madison, WI);

(S) Mark Wells (St. Clair Shores, MI); and

(T) Phil Verchota (Duluth, MN).

(4) The ‘“Miracle on Ice”” USA-Soviet Union
final round game aired on tape delay on Feb-
ruary 22, 1980, from the Lake Placid Games
and drew 34,200,000 average viewers. The
match is remembered as a ‘‘miracle’” as col-
legiate hockey players defied expectations in
defeating a Soviet team that won 4 consecu-
tive gold medals dating back to 1964.
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(56) Team USA defeated Finland 4-1 in its
final game to win the gold medal, its first
gold medal since 1960 in men’s hockey.

(6) Herb Brooks, the last player cut from
the 1960 U.S. Olympic team that won gold at
Squaw Valley, guided the 1980 team to its
historic gold medal. Known as a motivator,
Brooks molded a team built around hard
work, belief in oneself and belief in team-
mates. He reminded his team when they
played the Soviets, ‘‘you were born to be
hockey players, everyone one of you . . . and
you were meant to be here’’.

(7) The tournament occurred at a time
when the United States was struggling with
rampant stagflation, high gas prices, hos-
tages held in Iran, and increased tensions
with the Soviet Union whose invasion of Af-
ghanistan led to the boycott of the 1980 Sum-
mer Olympics.

(8) The Miracle on Ice was a turning point
for American hockey. The game was named
the greatest sports moment of the 20th cen-
tury by Sports Illustrated.

(9) The historic win brought hockey to the
front-page of newspapers everywhere, and
forever opened the door to the National
Hockey League for American-born players.
The impact of the event was far-reaching and
is still being felt today.

(10) Since 1980 American interest in the
sport of hockey has increased exponentially.
Registrations with USA Hockey have in-
creased by nearly 400 percent since 1980 from
136,000 to over 564,000, and the number of Na-
tional Hockey League players from the
United States has increased from 72 in 1980
to 245 in 2024.

SEC. 3. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDALS.

(a) AWARD AUTHORIZED.—The Speaker of
the House of Representatives and the Presi-
dent pro tempore of the Senate shall make
appropriate arrangements for the presen-
tation, on behalf of the Congress, of 3 gold
medals of appropriate design to the members
of the 1980 U.S. Olympic Men’s Ice Hockey
Team, in recognition of their extraordinary
achievement at the 1980 Olympic Winter
Games where, being comprised of amateur
collegiate players, they defeated the domi-
nant Soviet hockey team in the historic
““Miracle on Ice”, revitalizing American mo-
rale at the height of the Cold War, inspiring
generations and transforming the sport of
hockey in the United States.

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For the purpose
of the award referred to in subsection (a), the
Secretary of the Treasury (referred to in this
Act as the ‘‘Secretary’) shall strike gold
medals with suitable emblems, devices, and
inscriptions to be determined by the Sec-
retary.

(c) DISPOSITION OF MEDALS.—Following the
award of the gold medals under subsection
(a)—

(1) one gold medal shall be given to the
Lake Placid Olympic Center in Lake Placid,
NY, where it shall be displayed as appro-
priate and made available for research;

(2) one gold medal shall be given to the
United States Hockey Hall of Fame in
Eveleth, MN, where it shall be displayed as
appropriate and made available for research;
and

(3) one gold medal shall be given to the
U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Museum in
Colorado Springs, CO, where it shall be dis-
played as appropriate and made available for
research.

SEC. 4. DUPLICATE MEDALS.

The Secretary may strike and sell dupli-
cates in bronze of the gold medals struck
under section 3, at a price sufficient to cover
the costs thereof, including labor, materials,
dies, use of machinery, and overhead ex-
penses.
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SEC. 5. STATUS OF MEDALS.

(a) NATIONAL MEDALS.—The medals struck
under this Act are national medals for pur-
poses of chapter 51 of title 31, United States
Code.

(b) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of
sections 5134 and 5136 of title 31, United
States Code, all medals struck under this
Act shall be considered to be numismatic
items.

SEC. 6. AUTHORITY TO USE FUND AMOUNTS;
PROCEEDS OF SALE.

(a) AUTHORITY To USE FUND AMOUNTS.—
There is authorized to be charged against the
United States Mint Public Enterprise Fund
such amounts as may be necessary to pay for
the costs of the medals struck pursuant to
this Act.

(b) PROCEEDS OF SALE.—The amounts re-
ceived from the sale of duplicate bronze med-
als authorized under section 4 shall be depos-
ited into the United States Mint Public En-
terprise Fund.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. DAVIDSON) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SHERMAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIDSON. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 452.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIDSON. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, no one has done
more work on this than its originator,
our esteemed colleague from the great
State of Minnesota, PETE STAUBER.

I yield such time as he may consume
to the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
STAUBER).

Mr. STAUBER. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today in support of my legislation,
H.R. 452, the Miracle on Ice Congres-
sional Gold Medal Act.

Who can forget those words from leg-
endary announcer Al Michaels: ‘“Eleven
seconds. You've got 10 seconds to go.
The countdown going on right now.
Morrow up to Silk. Five seconds left in
the game. Do you believe in miracles?
Yes.”

Who can forget those
words on that Friday,
19807

What that hockey team did for our
country during that time was they beat
the most powerful team in the world.
These amateurs from our college
ranks, they beat the best team in the
world. They beat the best team in the
world at the 1980 Olympics in Lake
Placid.

Nobody gave them a chance. In fact,
that game was tape delayed because
they didn’t think it was going to be
significant. That was the most power-
ful moment in the history of sports.

Madam Speaker, I will talk to you
about the State of Minnesota. The
State of Minnesota is the ‘‘State of
Hockey.” It is our way of life.

legendary
February 22,
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I am the first professional hockey
player ever to be elected to the U.S.
Congress. I have two other brothers
who played professional hockey. My
nephew plays with the Utah Hockey
Club. Hockey is our way of life. What
this 1980 Olympic team did is unimagi-
nable for the sport of hockey.

Those Minnesotans from my district
were Buzz Schneider, Mark Pavelich,
Bill Baker, Phil Verchota, and John
Harrington. Look at the small towns
where they came from: Grand Rapids,
Eveleth, Babbitt, Virginia, and Duluth.
These players grew up loving the game.

They put that USA jersey on and
were coached by Herb Brooks. We all
remember the white jersey with “USA”
on the front or a dark blue jersey with
“USA” on the front.

Ten days before that game, Madam
Speaker, they had an exhibition game,
and they were blown out at Madison
Square Garden. Yet, a few days later,
Herb Brooks had them ready. They
were conditioned. They were ready.
They played as a team. Movies were
made about it.

Growing up in Duluth, I had the
privilege of watching many of these
players play. Mark Johnson, who
scored two goals in that game, was
from the University of Wisconsin. I saw
him play at the Duluth arena against
Minnesota Duluth. He was magical.

Phil Verchota, from Duluth East,
came from a hardworking, blue-collar
family. He went to the University of
Minnesota as a standout.

Bill Baker was from Grand Rapids.
Mike Eruzione was from Boston Uni-
versity as well as Jack O’Callahan.
Mark Wells was from Bowling Green.
These players meant something to
their communities.

In fact, it is really weird. I represent
Babbitt, Minnesota. There is a Realtor
up there, and it was just last year,
Madam Speaker, that I asked the Real-
tor: Would you please bring me by Buzz
Schneider’s home, his small home in
Babbitt? I want to see where he grew

up.

It is the love of hockey. It is the love
of the game. I know exactly where I
was, Madam Speaker, when they won. I
was at the Pine Valley Ice Shelter in
Cloquet, Minnesota. It was my first
year at Bantam, and one of our parents
came running out of the Zamboni
room. He had just watched the little
black-and-white TV. He said: We beat
the Russians. We beat the Russians.

I remember sitting on the bench,
thinking: Why is he yelling that?

Little did I know it would be the
sports moment of the century. Little
did we know, 2 days later, on that Sun-
day, when they played Finland—it
wasn’t going to be a gimme game. They
had to work hard and they beat Fin-
land. Remember what Coach Herb
Brooks said: If you lose this game, you
are going to take it to your blankety-
blank graves. They were ready for it.

I just replayed Al Michaels’ last 11
seconds of the game. It gives me chills
being from the State of Hockey, know-
ing these players.
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Madam Speaker, it was just a little
over a month ago that we brought four
of those players to Washington, D.C.,
on Hockey Day on the Hill to promote
this Congressional Gold Medal Act.

The night before, those players spoke
to our conference. I had the privilege of
going out to dinner with them. I was
sitting right next to Captain Mike
Eruzione. I remember he said: You
know something, Pete. This game
changed my life.

He was either going be a member of
the military, a police officer, or a fire-
fighter.

He said: This game changed my life.
That moment changed my life. He said:
I did well in my life. He said: Pete, for
the United States of America to give
our 1980 Olympic team the Congres-
sional Gold Medal, it is the cherry on
top. We will never be able to do any-
thing bigger than that.
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To have that captain say that to me
is why it was so important that I
worked on both sides of the aisle. We
got over 290 signatures to get it onto
the House floor.

There will be three Congressional
Gold Medals minted, Madam Speaker.
One of them is going to go to the ice
rink in Lake Placid where they won it.
One is going to go to the United States
Hockey Hall of Fame in Eveleth, Min-
nesota, the home of Mark Pavelich.
The third one is going to go to the
Olympic Training Center in Colorado
Springs.

We recognize that moment 45 years
ago. I often wonder why we didn’t do
this sooner. Why didn’t we do this
sooner? We should have. That moment
helped elevate the game of hockey
across the United States. It helped ele-
vate girls’ hockey across the United
States. I share that my younger broth-
er, Rob, was the coach of the women’s
gold medal team in Pyeongchang,
where they won in overtime.

Being an Olympic gold medalist fol-
lowing these men and their careers,
they were heroes to those of us who
laced up the skates. We couldn’t wait
to get that USA jersey on, even playing
ball hockey in the driveway or in the
street. It brought this Nation together
like no other sporting event. We needed
it at that time, and these young ama-
teurs provided it for us.

Madam Speaker, I finish with a list
of thank-yous.

First, I thank Congressman MIKE
QUIGLEY, Republican Conference Chair
LisA McCLAIN, and Congressman BILL
KEATING for co-leading this legislation
with me. I thank Senators CRAMER and
SCHUMER for spearheading the bill in
the Senate. I also thank the other 293
Members of Congress who cosponsored
this bill to give these men the honor
that they deserve.

Second, I thank the National Hockey
League and USA Hockey who have
been championing this cause alongside
me and have been instrumental in get-
ting this bill onto the floor today.
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Finally, I thank the players of the
“Miracle On Ice” team: Bill Baker
from Grand Rapids, Minnesota; Neal
Broten from Roseau, Minnesota; Dave
Christian from Warroad, Minnesota;
Steve Christoff from Richfield, Min-
nesota; Jim Craig from North Easton,
Massachusetts; Michael Eruzione from
Winthrop, Massachusetts; John ‘“‘Bah”
Harrington from Virginia, Minnesota;
Steve Janaszak from White Bear Lake,
Minnesota; Mark Johnson from Madi-
son, Wisconsin; Rob McClanahan from
St. Paul, Minnesota; Ken Morrow from
Flint, Michigan; Jack O’Callahan from
Charlestown, Massachusetts; the late
Mark Pavelich from Eveleth, Min-
nesota; Mike Ramsey from Min-
neapolis, Minnesota; Buzz Schneider
from Babbitt, Minnesota; Dave Silk
from Scituate, Massachusetts; Eric
Strobel from Rochester, Minnesota; the
late Bob Suter from Madison, Wis-
consin; the late Mark Wells from St.
Clair Shores, Michigan; Phil Verchota
from Duluth, Minnesota; and, finally,
the legendary and late Coach Herb
Brooks from St. Paul, Minnesota, one
of the best coaches ever in the game of
hockey.

Madam Speaker, I am excited to vote
on this bill shortly. I thank these
young men for creating the most mem-
orable moment in sports history and
demonstrating to the world the unwav-
ering strength of the American spirit.

Mr. SHERMAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I join in applauding
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
STAUBER). I thank the gentleman from
Minnesota, and I rise in support of his
bill. I can’t possibly do justice to the
passion and the eloquence that the gen-
tleman brought to this floor just a
minute ago.

Madam Speaker, we vote today to
honor the young men who reinspired a
country at the height of the Cold War.
The legislation awards three Congres-
sional Gold Medals, as the gentleman
from Minnesota outlined. They are
going to three different locations. This
is the highest civilian award, and it
makes that award to the members of
the 1980 U.S. Olympic men’s ice hockey
team, whose victory marked a pivotal
moment in American sports history.

On February 13, 1980, the U.S. hockey
team historically defeated the Soviet
Union 43 at the Lake Placid Winter
Games. Prior to their victory, the tal-
ented, yet untested U.S. team was
deemed an underdog. Many of them
were college players. They were, on av-
erage, 22 years old. They had played to-
gether only a few months.

Leading up to the game, the U.S.
players took part in a 7-month training
program designed to confront a Soviet
team that many considered to be the
best conditioned hockey team in the
world. However, through steadfast
commitment, grit, hope, and deter-
mination, the U.S. team emerged vic-
torious and established a much-needed
sense of national pride across this
country.
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Even decades later, I hope that these
themes can continue to inspire us to
confront the difficult challenges that
we face as a nation today. The events
of the ‘““Miracle On Ice” serve as a crit-
ical reminder of the importance of ris-
ing to meet the challenges of our time
through steadfast commitment and
grit.

Madam Speaker, I applaud Mr.
STAUBER, who spoke with such passion
and such knowledge, and the other
sponsors of this bill. I urge my col-
leagues to support this measure, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIDSON. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise to support
H.R. 452. The bill awards Congressional
Gold Medals to honor the 1980 U.S.
Olympic men’s hockey team.

Madam Speaker, it can’t be stated
any better than Mr. STAUBER did. It
was such a beautiful, impassioned
speech from someone who has lived so
much of hockey.

Yet, the quote from Coach Herb
Brooks that sticks out to me is: “‘Great
moments are born from great oppor-
tunity.”

We all know the line. It is an unfor-
gettable one. They seized the moment
at a time when I was too young to real-
ly comprehend what it meant. When
you watch it later in life, as a guy who
enlisted in the Army during the Cold
War, to see moments like that that
move the Nation and unite us, you see
what sports can do.

At the same time, the Soviet Union
had a hockey team that was dominant
on the ice. They seemed insurmount-
able, but our American athletes showed
that they were not. It showed the hope
and optimism that it was possible
within our country that we could de-
feat insurmountable odds. The coach
and that team deserve the credit.

Madam Speaker, I am glad that we
are taking this opportunity to honor
them with a Congressional Gold Medal.
These 20 men played with everything
they had. They outskated, outplayed,
and just fought harder, leaving every-
thing on the ice to win that victory.

Madam Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support the bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. SHERMAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time.

Madam Speaker, this legislation
awards three Congressional Gold Med-
als to members of the 1980 U.S. Olym-
pic men’s hockey team, whose hard
work and commitment inspired a coun-
try at the height of the Cold War. I
hope that, in recognizing this victory,
their legacy will continue to inspire us
and to unify a country that faces sig-
nificant divisions.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIDSON. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time.

Madam Speaker, in closing, I reit-
erate the importance of the 1980 Olym-
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pic men’s ice hockey team uniting dur-
ing such a challenging and turbulent
period in American history. Their un-
forgettable victory solidified the Na-
tion’s legacy of excellence, both on the
ice and on the global stage.

We owe these men a great debt of
gratitude for transforming and shaping
the landscape of American hockey and,
broadly, sport itself over these past
four decades.

Madam Speaker, I thank Congress-
man STAUBER for his leadership and all
of my colleagues for helping advance
this important measure.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. DAVID-
SON) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 452.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

AMERICAN MUSIC TOURISM ACT
OF 2025

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 617) to amend the Visit Amer-
ica Act to promote music tourism, and
for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 617

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘American
Music Tourism Act of 2025°.

SEC. 2. RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE ASSISTANT
SECRETARY OF COMMERCE FOR
TRAVEL AND TOURISM.

(a) DOMESTIC TRAVEL AND TOURISM.—Sec-
tion 605(b) of the Visit America Act (156
U.S.C. 9803(b)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘; and’’ and
inserting a semicolon;

(2) in paragraph (3), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(4) identify locations and events in the
United States that are important to music
tourism and facilitate and promote domestic
travel and tourism to those locations and
events.”.

(b) FACILITATION OF INTERNATIONAL BUSI-
NESS AND LEISURE TRAVEL.—Section 605 of
the Visit America Act (15 U.S.C. 9803) is
amended by striking subsection (d) and in-
serting the following:

“(d) FACILITATION OF INTERNATIONAL BUSI-
NESS AND LEISURE TRAVEL.—The Assistant
Secretary, in coordination with relevant
Federal agencies, shall strive to increase and
facilitate international business and leisure
travel to the United States and ensure com-
petitiveness by—

‘(1) facilitating large meetings, incentives,
conferences, and exhibitions in the United
States;

‘‘(2) emphasizing rural and other destina-
tions in the United States that are rich in
cultural heritage or ecological tourism,
among other uniquely American destina-
tions, as locations for hosting international
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