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our hearing we are exploring ways to
establish forums where these sort of
best practices can be shared so dif-
ferent teachers, different schools, dif-
ferent States can see what is happening
elsewhere, see what the results are, and
see the impact it is having on the well-
being and learning of our students.

This is one area where I think there
truly is unbounded potential, and I am
looking forward to working with our
subcommittee to try to assist districts
across the country and unlocking that
potential.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

————

MOURNING THE PASSING OF BOB
PHELAN

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. McCLINTOCK
of California was recognized for the re-
mainder of the hour as the designee of
the majority leader.)

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to mourn the passing of Bob
Phelan of Modesto, a valued and be-
loved member of my congressional
staff for these past 3 years. His was a
remarkable life and one that should in-
spire every American to realize the op-
portunities that freedom provides.

When Bob’s father died, he was forced
to drop out of high school to work odd
jobs to support their family. For nearly
10 years, he worked as a crab cracker
at Alioto’s restaurant on Fisherman’s
Wharf in San Francisco.

Searching for a better life, he came
to Modesto where his outgoing person-
ality made him an ideal salesman and
a manager for such well-known compa-
nies as Keebler cookies and Earl
Scheib.

There in Modesto, he met his wife of
31 years, Alta, and raised their family.

When his son joined the Navy in the
Gulf war, Bob’s attention turned to
politics. He became a devotee of Rush
Limbaugh and began working for local
candidates. He ended up starting his
own political consulting firm. Ulti-
mately, he served as a trusted adviser
to state assemblymen and then-State
senator and also county supervisor
Tom Berryhill for nearly 15 years.

When reapportionment brought my
district into Stanislaus County, I was
fortunate to bring him into my con-
gressional office where he served ably
as my district representative.

His work ethic, his love for people,
his sunny disposition, and his simple
decency made him an exemplary figure
in our community.

He was always the picture of fitness
and health until he was diagnosed last
year with cancer. He never let that
slow him down, and until the very end
he continued to attend to his duties.

He was an exemplary father, hus-
band, grandfather, citizen, and human
being, the kind of person who holds a
community together even through try-
ing times, and he will be particularly
missed.

Mr. Speaker, it was a great loss for
our community, a great loss for our of-
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fice, but most of all, a great loss for his
family. We mourn his passing today.
HONORING MARLEE LAUFFER

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, on
May 17, the College of the Canyons
Foundation will honor Marlee Lauffer
with the 2025 Silver Spur Community
Service Award in recognition of her
longtime philanthropic work.

I first met Marlee as a high school
student leader in Tustin, and she was
my first and only choice as chief of
staff when I was elected to the Cali-
fornia State Assembly in 1982.

Somehow, she was able to clean up
every mess I made in those years. She
continued in that capacity until
Newhall Land and Farming Company,
the largest land developer in Cali-
fornia, recognized her talents and of-
fered her a senior position in their
company when she was still in her
twenties.

Well, four decades later, she is still in
her twenties, and her energy and devo-
tion to the community has never been
stronger. I am deeply gratified to see
her honored by her community and to
join in their accolades of her work.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

————
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TRUMP TARIFFS

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Ms. KAPTUR of
Ohio was recognized for 30 minutes.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today out of deep concern for the man-
ufacturing workers and families of
northern Ohio, from Toledo Jeep to our
numerous parts suppliers and union
shops across the Great Lakes in both
the United States and Canada. The
Trump administration’s reckless and
arbitrary tariff policy is putting their
jobs and livelihoods at risk.

These billboards just started to go up
in our region. Trump’s tariffs are a tax.
They are a tax on everything.

While yesterday President Trump
claimed to pause all tariffs, he left in
place a 10 percent across-the-board tar-
iff on all global trade entering the
United States, even in places like our
region where we have a very wonderful
relationship with companies in Canada.
We are an integrated economy. We
don’t need any tariffs, not at our end of
the country.

Let me be clear. Tariffs are not a
strategy. They are a tax on working
Americans and the firms that employ
them. If not wisely applied, jobs hang
in the balance on both sides of our bor-
der between the United States and Can-
ada.

A part in a car or truck, in a steel
mill, all of this that happens in our
area can cross over the border six
times. Is it going to be a 10 percent tar-
iff put on every time it crosses the bor-
der? This is crazy.

Tariffs threaten good-paying jobs.
They raise prices at the checkout line.
They disrupt deeply integrated supply
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chains, like ours, especially with Can-
ada, Ohio’s largest fair trade partner
that keeps our auto industry strong
and globally competitive.

We don’t need any more problems.
We have been fighting global competi-
tion now for half a century, and it is
rough. Instead of a blunt Trump instru-
ment, we need a targeted approach
that brings real investment to Amer-
ican manufacturing and in the commu-
nities hollowed out by decades of bad
and broken trade deals and outsourc-
ing.

I call on this administration. We do
share in common a deep worry about
the trade deficit, but work with us.
Work with Congress to craft smart,
strategic reciprocity agreements with
each country. Ensure that workers,
like United Auto Workers, have a seat
at the table, a voice, and real power to
negotiate on all sides of all borders.

For too long, what has been hap-
pening is billionaire companies and
corporate executives have been taking
our production and outsourcing it to
penny-wage nations. It is slave labor,
really, where people make hardly any-
thing, if $1 an hour, maybe $2 an hour,
competing against a First World econ-
omy like ours.

As the proud daughter of union work-
ers, I know that the road to rebuilding
American manufacturing runs straight
through our heartland, through the
working class, the people who work
hard, the spine of America’s industrial
economy in our Great Lakes region and
the Midwest.

America’s enemies around the world
today are applauding the self-inflicted
tariff chaos that has been exacted on
our people. They are also plotting as
they watch the U.S. stock market
plummet, and then bounce back a little
bit, and then go down again, endan-
gering and impacting markets around
the globe. Reckless and cavalier eco-
nomic policy could lead us into a
Trump recession.

A record of trillions of dollars in U.S.
wealth was just lost this past week due
to chaotic moves on tariffs arbitrarily
imposed by the Trump administration.
This week, the hole was being dug
deeper as markets continued to free-
fall. There was a partial rollback.
Where will the roller coaster head next
week? Nobody really knows.

None of the tariffs that the President
has proposed and implemented have
ever had a single vote in this Congress.
This is unconstitutional, and it has
caused a loss in the 401(k) retirement
accounts of tens of millions of Ameri-
cans. Those took a nosedive. They have
been yo-yoing up and down. We are
talking about $10 trillion of market
losses these past few days. That is un-
precedented.

Where is Speaker JOHNSON? Is he
asleep at the wheel? Where is the Re-

publican Committee on Ways and
Means? Is it on vacation?
The Trump administration’s dan-

gerous overreach is totally damaging
to our economy and unnerving to our
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trade allies around the globe. Crashing
the U.S. and global economy is not in
the short- or long-term interests of the
American people.

President Trump thought his so-
called liberation day was a huge suc-
cess. If the goal was liberating Ameri-
cans from their hard-earned money and
making them pay more for everything,
whether it is their car—thousands of
dollars more are going to be placed on
top of the purchase of a car—the price
of energy they pay, the price of gas,
and the price of food. Take your pick.
Lumber and housing are outpriced for
most people now.

Meanwhile, when asked about car
prices going up, the President gave a
rare, troubling response. He said: “I
couldn’t care less.” That is what he
said about automotive prices.

President Trump, come to Ohio.
Come to us. Visit us with Canada. Let
us show you what we have done with-
out your help for decades, trying to re-
build the industrial spine of America.

I will fight for the American auto in-
dustry without tanking our economy
because, clearly, there are some people
in charge who don’t know what they
are doing and are raising prices on
every single citizen in this country.

Retirement plans should be sacred.
What just happened on Wall Street
made a whole lot of people nervous.

We got so many phone calls in our of-
fice. Not only are jobs at risk but re-
tirement savings are put at risk. In-
vestments are put at risk.

I spent too much of my time in this
House and in this Chamber trying to
repair the economic damage to our
economy from trade deals like NAFTA,
CAFTA, China PNTR. They said
USMCA was going to fix everything.

Guess what? The trade deficit is get-
ting worse every year. That means our
jobs are being hollowed out to some-
place else, and they need to be returned
to this country. We need to negotiate
that. It won’t just happen because we
want it to happen.

As a private businessman and billion-
aire, Donald Trump never lifted a fin-
ger to help us. He didn’t stop the out-
sourcing of jobs during his first term.
They got worse. Jobs were outsourced.

We had family farm after family

farm collapse across this country
through consolidation. He didn’t do
anything.

You need a partnership between the
legislative branch and the executive
branch working with our companies.
This is complicated. It doesn’t just
happen.

As a result, we have these gigantic
trade deficits. We haven’t had a bal-
anced trade account in this country in
over half a century. There is a cost to
that. It comes in jobs, wages, and the
ability to pay your way forward in
your own family. It is happening in
manufacturing, agriculture, and en-
ergy, and there must be reforms in
trade policy. We all agree on that. It is
not a question of whether but how.

Huge trade deficits translate into
growing U.S. debt. We hear a lot on the
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other side of the aisle about the debt.
There would be a lot more economic
strength if we hadn’t outsourced so
many jobs. With Canada, our largest
fair trade partner, the books look pret-
ty good.

The Great Lakes folks get along on
both sides of the border, so why disrupt
something that is working? That is ab-
solutely insane.

Tariffs can be a tool to create jobs
and wealth, as well as bring back jobs
to our country, and we ought to head
in that direction. Yet, the President’s
efforts seem to be adding more trade
deficits, not balancing our trade ac-
counts.

America can’t import its way to jobs
and wealth. It must export products.
We must grow things, make things
here, and export them. Thus, fair trade
with nations that play by the fair trade
rules must be our objective.

Let’s start there. Let’s work with our
friends and then open up other markets
and retool other markets where that
isn’t working in our interests. You
can’t just do it with a broad brush
stroke.

Working with Canada is very dif-
ferent than working with China, be-
lieve me. At the same time, we must
carefully ensure that we grow jobs here
through our trade policies and prevent
price gouging by adversaries that ben-
efit from protection in the market-
place.

Here is what China does: It manufac-
tures four times as much steel as the
world consumes, and then it strategi-
cally dumps to wipe out production.

Come with me to Lorain, Ohio. It is
deeply in my heart. I represented it for
10 years until they gerrymandered our
State again and took it away. What
happened to the workers in Lorain,
Ohio, should happen to no worker in
this country. They deserve better for
the hard work that they do.

Mr. Speaker, let’s stop the chaos of
trade wars, arbitrary pauses, crazy tar-
iffs, and threats. The American people
sent us here for solutions. They don’t
need more tariffs that are really taxes
on their cost of living.

America’s trade accounts need bal-
ancing. We don’t need to keep hem-
orrhaging. That will be the real test.
The accounts will be the real test at
the end of this year, but they are al-
ready not looking good.

Yet, you don’t make it better by kill-
ing the patient, the American worker,
with higher prices on everything that
they buy and by jerking away millions
of dollars, the cumulative wealth of
their retirement accounts.

America must achieve free trade
among free people, not more tariff
chaos.

PASSOVER AND EASTER REFLECTIONS

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I wanted
to put in a word. In our office, as all of
this has been going on, I thought a lot
about my own faith and how to help
the American people who are so wor-
ried about what is going on.

I did some reflection on the faith
community in which I was baptized and
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still belong. Next Sunday, for us, is the
most profound holy day. We commemo-
rate Raster, and it holds profound
meaning.

This coming Saturday, in Judaism,
Jews around our globe and throughout
our Nation will sit down for a Passover
Seder.

For both religions, this weekend is
one of the most significant religious
holidays in the calendar year, with ex-
pression and remembrance on the im-
portance of treasuring our heritage and
endowment.

For 2,000 years or more, these days
have expressed faith that can move the
human conscience. Faith motivates
people’s behavior to think about the
difference between daily life and the di-
vine and what life could be.

Christians are encouraged to be a
sacrificial people and, importantly, a
resurrection people. Jews think of how
hard it was for their ancestors escaping
Egypt and are thankful for all the joys
that they have in modern life.

With Easter and Passover in mind, I
wish to place on the record today re-
flections as a result of the Trump ad-
ministration’s recent actions that are
causing anxiety among the people who
I represent. These holy days seem to be
a proper time to pray for them, to re-
member them, and to seriously ask
ourselves what we can do together to
heal them, our Nation, and our people.

Days ago, I was approached by a kind
nurse who had endured a hard day. She
shared with me that a patient of hers
in a local healthcare center had immi-
grated to our country legally to work
as a common laborer. She had fled a
troubled Latin American country
where thugs controlled the streets.

Leaving all behind, the worker had
journeyed here from a place where
there was no hope for a better future.
Then, last week here in America, very
sadly, she attempted to take her own
life with a fentanyl overdose because
she feared being arrested by Trump ad-
ministration immigration officials.

She could not imagine going back to
the hell from which she had come. Here
with no help to understand the law
that she came here by, that she could
work in America, she was frozen with
fear because of what she saw on TV.

I immediately thought of the last
words uttered by Jesus as he was put to
death by those who could not accept
his religious teachings. He asked: ‘‘Fa-
ther, Father, why have You forsaken
me?”’

This also parallels the story of Pass-
over with the Jewish people fleeing
Egypt in search of a better life, where
they could live free from bondage and
fear.

Are we not to care for strangers in a
strange land, to treat our neighbors as
we would want to be treated? Do we
leave them to wander the desert or re-
turn to horror? Do we offer a hand out
and up to ensure that they can live in
safety and security? I think this is a
weekend for examining our own con-
science.
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My office has heard an influx of oth-
ers fleeing horror, seeking shelter,
scared that they will be sent back
somewhere. Haitians who were here le-
gally and working were scared in Ohio
that they would be sent back to the
streets of Port-au-Prince that are con-
trolled by warlord gangsters and roving
bandits. Who would want to go back to
that? These are people who are work-
ing, and every company I know is look-
ing for workers right now.

Local churches, synagogues, and
mosques help to resettle Ukrainians
here legally who are fleeing war-torn
regions in their homeland. Those
Ukrainians all received an erroneous
email last week.

Imagine, when their relatives are
fighting and dying in another country,
and they are here trying to hold their
family together in some minimal way,
them receiving a letter saying that
they would be able to self-deport before
it was claimed to be sent in error. In
other words, some person in some agen-
cy sent out the wrong letter, which
causes even more anxiety and fear in
families who are already suffering.

What kind of a country are we be-
coming?

This week, our district staff took a
call from a senior citizen who has or-
dered her prescription drugs from Can-
ada for many years. She receives them
by mail because she can’t walk. She is
deeply worried that, with the new 10
percent Trump tariffs across the board,
the price of her medicine will go up be-
yond her ability to afford it.

There are a lot of people in charge of
things here in Washington who can’t
think in front of their own noses. They
have never faced these situations.

I asked myself: What would Jesus do?
The Jewish people, who leave the door
open and a seat for Elijah, what would
they do?

Our President has even threatened
higher tariffs on all imported medicine.
Boy, that is a hard sock to the gut.
This isn’t something someone who
cares about people and their health and
well-being would do or should do.

If T were his mother, I would scold
him.
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Our office is receiving numerous in-
quiries from retirees, working people
who worked hard and are deeply con-
cerned about the drop in value of their
401(k) retirement plans that they
worked for.

Those just lost enormous value in the
financial markets as the Trump tariffs
traded away the value of their earn-
ings. Meanwhile, the cost of everything
keeps rising. Where I live, the price of
gas rose 75 cents more a gallon than I
paid a week before.

I have heard from mothers worried
their daughters and granddaughters
will lose their Medicaid coverage for
mental health care and treatment. God
bless every American family that has a
child with mental illness or a relative
with mental illness. You are saints car-
ing for them.
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A wife called worried her husband
going through chemo for cancer treat-
ment would lose his Medicaid because
of the cuts that are being proposed
here just 3 years before he becomes
Medicare eligible.

If families are denied access to Med-
icaid without the finances to cover
care, what will happen to them? If your
family is lucky and you have never had
an ill relative, you are lucky because
there are millions of people across this
country that are suffering as I deliver
these remarks tonight. Walk in their
shoes.

People on Medicare are about to lose
access to telehealth. This is terrible.
Many seniors can’t walk. I have neigh-
bors. One lady fell out of her bed. She
couldn’t get off the floor. She had one
of those things on her neck that she
pushes and then the ambulances came
from the local fire department.

There are a lot of people living at the
edge. We have to be concerned about
them. We can’t cut their benefits.
These are just some of the countless
stories and fears we hear. There are
hundreds and thousands more reaching
out to Members of Congress in fear for
themselves, their families, their loved
ones, and treasured members of their
community.

America does not live in fear. That
isn’t why our country was founded. We
have been a refuge for our entire his-
tory, and we need to continue to be a
refuge for those seeking a better life.
Who will speak up for these people
while they are painted as worthless or
not worthy of a place in our country by
those who just want to slash and burn
and tax and deport and destroy?

Jesus’ last words were uttered in the
Aramaic language, and he breathed his
last breath asking why he had been for-
saken. We can ask this for people we
know and we can do something to help.
Some of us must ask during Passover
and Easter week who is being forsaken
in this wild rush to endow the billion-
aire class with more, more vast infu-
sions of money taken out of the hides
and hearts of the American people?

What would Jesus do? What would
Moses do? Why won’t we as a country
and a people ask ourselves the question
of how we can help, not hurt? How can
we help and not hurt?

Let us recommit to that objective in
the greatest Nation in the world that
needs caring leadership and those that
truly are capable of loving one another
and other people.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
MEXICO-UNITED STATES INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MACKENZIE). The Chair announces the
Speaker’s appointment, pursuant to 22
U.S.C. 276th, and the order of the House
of January 3, 2025, of the following
Members on the part of the House to
the Mexico-United States Inter-
parliamentary Group:
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Mr. McCAUL, Texas, Chairman
Mr. VALADAO, California

Mr. GIMENEZ, Florida

Mr. CISCOMANI, Arizona

Ms. DE LA CRrUZ, Texas

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States were commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Matthew
Hanley, one of his secretaries.

———

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION
SIGNED

Kevin F. McCumber, Clerk of the
House, reported and found truly an en-
rolled joint resolution of the House of
the following title, which was there-
upon signed by the Speaker:

H.J. Res. 24. Joint Resolution providing for
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Energy relating
to ‘“Energy Conservation Program: Energy
Conservation Standards for Walk-In Coolers
and Walk-In Freezers”.

———

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 13 of rule I, the House
stands adjourned until 9 a.m. on Mon-
day, April 14, 2025.

Thereupon (at 1 o’clock and 34 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Monday, April
14, 2025, at 9 a.m.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. CLYDE (for himself, Mr. CAR-
TER of Georgia, Mr. MCCORMICK, Mr.
AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia, Mr. ALLEN,
Mr. LOUDERMILK, and Mr. JACK):

H.R. 2807. A bill to amend title 39, United
States Code, to provide for increased over-
sight over significant proposed changes to
postal services, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Rules, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. ROSE (for himself, Mr. TORRES
of New York, Mr. GARBARINO, Mr.
NUNN of Towa, Mr. AMODEI of Nevada,
Mr. AMO, Mr. NEGUSE, Ms. NORTON,
Mr. OGLES, Mr. STEIL, Mr. WITTMAN,
Mr. LUCAS, Mr. JOHNSON of South Da-
kota, Mr. TIMMONS, Mr. BERGMAN,
Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr. SU0zzI, Mr.
MOOLENAAR, Mr. CLEAVER, Mrs. BICE,
Mr. FIELDS, Mr. SMITH of Nebraska,
Mr. ScoTT FRANKLIN of Florida, Mr.
KUsTOFF, Mr. KELLY of Mississippi,
Ms. PETTERSEN, Mr. GUEST, and Mr.
FITZPATRICK):

H.R. 2808. A bill to amend the Fair Credit
Reporting Act to prevent consumer report-
ing agencies from furnishing consumer re-
ports under certain circumstances, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services.
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