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PROSPECT MEDICAL FILING FOR 

BANKRUPTCY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Rhode Island (Mr. MAGAZINER) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. MAGAZINER. Mr. Speaker, this 
week, Prospect Medical Holdings, 
which owns Our Lady of Fatima Hos-
pital in North Providence and Roger 
Williams Medical Center in Providence, 
filed for bankruptcy, threatening to 
undermine Rhode Island’s already- 
stressed healthcare system. 

Unfortunately, this is a day that 
many of us feared would come because, 
for years, Leonard Green & Partners, 
the private equity firm that owned 
Prospect Medical, and executives of the 
company engaged in outrageous profit-
eering, buying up hospitals and ex-
tracting hundreds of millions of dollars 
of management fees and dividends, 
money that should have been spent on 
patient care. 

In the decade that private equity 
firm Leonard Green owned Prospect 
Medical, they extracted over half a bil-
lion dollars from the hospitals they 
owned. Their partner, Prospect CEO 
Sam Lee, personally made more than 
$100 million, buying luxury properties 
for himself at the same time that he 
shut down emergency rooms. Shame-
ful. 

When I was State treasurer in 2020, I 
sent a letter to Leonard Green, ex-
pressing my frustration at their uneth-
ical practices and the impact they were 
having on healthcare in Rhode Island. 
In response, they put out a statement 
insisting that all was well and that the 
operations at Fatima and Roger Wil-
liams were doing just fine. 

Now, 4 years later, wouldn’t you 
know it, Prospect is declaring bank-
ruptcy, threatening the health and 
safety of thousands of Rhode Islanders 
who rely on Fatima and Roger Wil-
liams and the livelihoods of the hun-
dreds of healthcare workers who work 
in those hospitals. 

The executives at Leonard Green and 
Prospect, who sucked all the money 
out of those hospitals, are long gone, 
counting their millions. It is greed, 
plain and simple. 

I commend Senator SHELDON WHITE-
HOUSE and Attorney General Peter 
Neronha, who have been sounding the 
alarm about Prospect for years. I am 
committed to working with State offi-
cials and my colleagues in the Rhode 
Island congressional delegation to 
clean up the mess that Leonard Green 
left behind and to do our best to save 
Fatima and Roger Williams and sta-
bilize our State’s healthcare system. 

Mark my words, we will not stop 
there. The time has come for Congress 
to take a hard look at the con-
sequences of private equity ownership 
of hospitals. Rhode Islanders and the 
American people are counting on us for 
action, and they are going to get it. 

HONORING OFFICERS FOR SERVING ON 
JANUARY 6 

Mr. MAGAZINER. Mr. Speaker, 4 
years ago last week, a violent mob at-

tacked our Nation’s Capitol, assaulted 
police officers, and threatened to kill 
elected officials, all with the goal of 
blocking the results of the Presidential 
election and denying the will of the 
American people. They did it because 
the losing candidate in that election, 
President Donald Trump, incited them 
by falsely claiming he won. 

On that dark day, hundreds of Cap-
itol and Metropolitan Police officers 
bravely did their duty, putting their 
lives in harm’s way to protect this 
building, the people in it, and our very 
democracy. 

Over 140 police officers suffered inju-
ries, including broken bones, concus-
sions, and PTSD. They were attacked 
with baseball bats, axes, and chemi-
cals, among other deadly weapons. In 
the weeks that followed, five officers 
died from their injuries. 

The officers who served that day are 
all heroes who fought for our country 
and deserve our thanks and praise. 
Congress passed, and President Biden 
signed, a law to honor the Capitol Po-
lice officers who defended our country 
during the January 6 riots with a 
plaque here in the Capitol Building 
that they fought to defend. 

Shamefully, Republicans in Congress 
continue to refuse to hang that plaque. 
Every day that my Republican col-
leagues delay is an insult to the brave 
officers who served on January 6 and 
who continue to protect us day in and 
day out. 

Mr. Speaker, I say to my Republican 
colleagues: No more delays, no more 
disrespect. Hang the plaque now. 

Every pivotal event in American his-
tory has heroes and cowards. January 6 
is no different. History will always re-
member the heroic officers who risked 
their lives to defend our country and 
will also remember the cowards who re-
fused to honor them. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President-elect. 

f 

HONORING MARINE CORPS 
LEAGUE EL PERRO DIABLO DE-
TACHMENT 478 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Mexico (Mr. VASQUEZ) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. VASQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the exceptional service 
of the Marine Corps League El Perro 
Diablo Detachment 478, based in Las 
Cruces, New Mexico. 

New Mexicans have a long history of 
stepping up to serve our Nation, and 
these marines continue to honor that 
commitment. For decades, the mem-
bers of this detachment have provided 
military funeral honors for our vet-
erans, with several members partici-
pating in over 1,000 ceremonies and 
winning multiple awards at honor 
guard conferences. 

During times when military families 
are experiencing one of the most dif-

ficult moments of their lives, marines 
step forward with unwavering dedica-
tion to ensure our Nation’s heroes are 
laid to rest with the dignity they de-
serve. Their service to our community 
is a profound reminder of the values in-
stilled in these marines: honor, cour-
age, and commitment. 

We must continue to support our vet-
erans and their families, ensuring that 
they also receive the benefits and rec-
ognition that they have earned. 

On behalf of all New Mexicans, I ex-
tend my deepest gratitude to the Ma-
rine Corps League El Perro Diablo De-
tachment 478. 

f 

ENSURING EVERY STUDENT 
FEELS SAFE, SEEN, SUPPORTED 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Hawaii (Ms. TOKUDA) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to voice my deep concern and 
disappointment with the passage of 
H.R. 28. 

As a mother of teenagers in public 
schools, I am appalled that instead of 
addressing urgent challenges, like the 
youth mental health crisis, gun vio-
lence in our schools, and the growing 
teacher shortage, this legislation di-
verts our attention to dangerous and 
divisive policies. 

H.R. 28, under the guise of protecting 
fairness in sports and safety in schools, 
risks undermining the rights and dig-
nity of girls and young women. Let me 
be clear: This bill threatens the very 
foundation of Title IX, the landmark 
legislation that, for over 50 years, has 
protected millions from gender-based 
discrimination in education. 

Patsy Mink, the trailblazing Con-
gresswoman who championed Title IX, 
understood the deep injustices women 
face in education and beyond. As a 
woman and a Japanese American, she 
fought so that her daughter and all fu-
ture generations could pursue their 
dreams without fear of prejudice or ex-
clusion. They fought this hard fight, 
and for us, this bill betrays her legacy 
and all of her efforts by turning back 
the clock on these hard-won rights. 

Growing up, I experienced firsthand 
the pain of being bullied for the way I 
looked and being judged for not fitting 
traditional expectations of what a girl 
should look or act like. 

I remember vividly being told by the 
school administrator: ‘‘Tuck in your 
shirt, boy.’’ I was just a middle 
schooler, tall for my age, wearing my 
hair short, and pants, not dresses. The 
shock and humiliation of that moment 
stayed with me, and it fuels my resolve 
that no child should ever be made to 
feel ashamed of being authentically 
who they are. 

Our students already face incredible 
pressures and challenges. Instead of 
making their lives harder by policing 
their identities and questioning their 
worth, we should be supporting them, 
fostering environments where they can 
grow, thrive, and succeed as their true, 
authentic selves. 
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Transgender girls are girls. 

Transgender women are women. If we 
truly want to protect girls and women, 
we must stand for inclusion, dignity, 
and respect, not division and exclusion. 

This isn’t just about a policy. It is 
about our values. It is about ensuring 
that every student feels safe, seen, and 
supported. That is how we protect our 
children. That is how we honor the 
spirit of Title IX. 

Let’s move forward with solutions 
that uplift and unite our schools, not 
tear them apart. 

IN SOLIDARITY WITH THOSE IMPACTED BY 
CALIFORNIA WILDFIRES 

Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Speaker, over the 
past 10 days, our Nation has watched 
with horror and sadness the harrowing 
scenes coming out of southern Cali-
fornia, as these fires tore through 
homes, neighborhoods, and commu-
nities. 

On behalf of my constituents who 
know the terror and trauma of wildfire 
all too well, I rise today in solidarity 
with our California and Los Angeles 
‘‘ohana,’’ ‘‘family,’’ and I am outraged 
over the callous and heartless remarks 
that conditions should be applied to 
their aid. 

Within days of our Maui fires, teams 
from CAL FIRE were by our side on the 
ground to help deliver relief and orga-
nize the cleanup. 

In our hour of greatest need, they 
stood by us without expectation of any 
reward. They simply stepped up for 
their fellow Americans. They showed 
us in Hawaii aloha. 

That is what we need to do as a na-
tion, as one people. We help each other 
out in our times of need, regardless of 
where we come from, our beliefs, or 
how we vote. We as Members of Con-
gress pledge to do this every single day 
when we convene for business: one na-
tion, unconditionally, under God. 

Now, in California’s time of greatest 
need, the President-elect, the Speaker, 
and other colleagues here in the House 
want to impose policy conditions on 
Federal disaster aid. 

b 1045 
Mr. Speaker, this will endanger inno-

cent lives and delay the ability of our 
fellow Americans to rebuild and re-
cover from this disaster. 

Never before in our history has the 
Federal Government imposed condi-
tions on disaster aid for its own citi-
zens. 

This is just more than unprece-
dented. To deny our fellow Americans 
the help they need after losing loved 
ones, their homes, and their businesses 
in their darkest hour because of polit-
ical differences, it is not just cruel; it 
is immoral. It is un-American. It is not 
who we are as a country. 

It is an affront to our most basic val-
ues, one that transcends any law or 
policy and lives at the core of our 
faith. We should do to others as we 
would do to us. We must love our 
neighbor. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me and our fellow Americans in 

solidarity in delivering the aid that 
California desperately needs without 
political conditions. 

In doing so, I urge my colleagues to 
do the right thing and stand up for our 
values as a Nation. Let us send the 
right message to the American people 
that their government of the people, by 
the people, and for the people will al-
ways stand by them unconditionally, 
no matter what. 

f 

ENDANGERED SPECIES IMPACT ON 
CALIFORNIA’S WATER SUPPLY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to talk about the Endangered 
Species Act. Indeed, it was designed 
back in the early seventies and passed 
with bipartisanship. It was signed by 
Richard Nixon to protect endangered 
species. 

What we see with its implementation 
in my home State of California and 
many other areas around this country, 
especially in the West, is significant 
misinterpretation of it. 

Indeed, it has been weaponized to 
stop many things that would be good 
for people, even for the environment. 
We are talking about forestry, forestry 
practices that would make our lands 
safer and less fire prone. We are talk-
ing about the water supply that would 
help valley farmers. It would help 
urban areas, and it certainly would 
help the situation in Los Angeles right 
now. 

What I have depicted here is a brush 
clearing project that was just above 
Pacific Palisades and other areas in 
L.A. that they actually had underway 
for a while until a national monument 
was declared above an area called Alta-
dena. It stopped the ability to keep 
clearing brush. With national monu-
ments, you are not allowed to go in 
there and do anything because it has to 
be left pristine and preserved. That ties 
in with the endangered species as well. 

We see the results. Instead of clear-
ing this brush, we get results like this. 
This is happening right now in south-
ern California, tragically, needlessly. 
We will continue to see this. 

I have seen it in my district. I have 
lost 31⁄2 of my small towns in my dis-
trict in the last 6 years, including the 
Paradise fire which took 85 lives, 90 
percent of the town, Greenville, 
Canyondam, and a smaller town called 
Doyle that was burned on the east side. 
Again, the Endangered Species Act 
being manipulated and weaponized 
against doing the work we need to do is 
partly at fault. 

For example, when we talk about 
water in California, let’s look at the 
delta smelt for a moment. The water 
supply we should be building in Cali-
fornia is impeded because the water 
has to be shipped out to the Pacific 
Ocean, supposedly to help the delta 
smelt. The water increases have hap-

pened since 1992. The legislation here 
increased another 800,000 acre-feet per 
year. Then it is built up from there to, 
hopefully, or somehow help the delta 
smelt. 

This is Shasta Dam in northern Cali-
fornia which we are trying to get filled 
right now but is going to be less useful 
for people as more of this water is 
dumped out to the delta. 

What does that mean for southern 
California? Well, for example, let’s 
take a look at this. This is the Santa 
Ynez Reservoir which currently is 
empty, supposedly for rehab and some 
maintenance. This is what it is sup-
posed to look like full. That is what it 
looks like right now. It seems people in 
southern California who are supposed 
to be in charge didn’t even know it was 
empty. This holds approximately 40 
acre-feet when it is full, which is 117 
million gallons. 

When full, the Shasta Dam here holds 
41⁄2 acre-feet. We have been discussing a 
raise of Shasta Dam. It would be easy 
to raise it 18 feet. That would cause 
about 630,000 more acre-feet to be avail-
able to be stored in California. 

With that, can you imagine what 
600,000 acre-feet could do to help? It 
could fill this in minutes with the 
amount of water going out to the Pa-
cific Ocean. The Endangered Species 
Act is being used as a weapon against 
raising an existing dam that was built 
in the thirties there that would do 
that. They will find a species of the 
week to do that. In this case I believe 
it is a salamander. 

Let’s go back in time a little bit. You 
have probably heard of the Tennessee 
Valley Authority and the Tellico Dam. 
That project was an idea that came 
about in the late sixties, and the con-
struction was going to happen pretty 
soon after that. What they did is some 
biologists, I think from the University 
of Tennessee, were out on a hike and 
discovered, he thought, she thought, 
whoever it was, that there was some-
thing called a snail darter in the river 
there. 

Starting in about 1973, or soon after 
the ESA was put in place, it was listed 
in 1975 as endangered under the Endan-
gered Species Act, leading to a legal 
battle that took a long time and was fi-
nally settled. It went to the Supreme 
Court and was finally settled by legis-
lation passed in Congress in 1979, which 
exempted the Tellico Dam from the 
ESA protections and allowed the giant 
project. It was going to make so much 
hydroelectric power, store water, and 
be available for agriculture and people. 
They actually got it done. 

Instead, the biologists took this so- 
called snail darter and moved popu-
lations to other rivers in the area. The 
species was then reclassified downward 
from endangered to threatened in 1984. 
Finally, in 2022, it was removed from 
the list. 

Interestingly, when we talk about 
the weaponization of ESA, a study that 
was just released revealed that the 
snail darter isn’t an actual distinct 
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