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wineries in Warrenton, Virginia, a 
rural town just down the road, may 
have to close. A small perfume busi-
ness, which can only import materials 
from the U.K., is bracing for sky-
rocketing costs. 

Breweries in my district are being 
hit. The owner of one small Virginia 
brewery said that because of tariffs on 
his aluminum, steel, and other ingredi-
ents, they have to raise the price of a 
six-pack to $19. 

The President proclaimed Liberation 
Day as a declaration of economic inde-
pendence, but this is doing nothing to 
protect the right to life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness. The only 
thing these tariffs will liberate are rent 
money and mortgage payments from 
bank accounts, kids’ college savings 
from investment accounts, and retire-
ment savings from 401k’s. 

It is not too late to change course 
and declare Liberation Day as a poorly 
constructed April Fools’ joke. 

f 

HONORING LIFE OF OFFICER 
OSMAR RODARTE 

(Mr. LAMALFA of California was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, this is a 
moment that you don’t wish to ever 
have to do here, but it is time and it is 
proper that we recognize a fallen offi-
cer from the northern California town 
of Marysville. 

Police Officer Osmar Rodarte was a 
dedicated law enforcement officer. He 
was a U.S. Army veteran. We lost him 
in the line of duty in just recent days. 
He was a loving husband and father. He 
made the ultimate sacrifice while serv-
ing with the Marysville Police Depart-
ment. Officer Rodarte was taken from 
us at the tender age of just 27 years 
old. 

He was a proud graduate of Rio Linda 
High School, class of 2016. He answered 
the call to serve, enlisting in the 
United States Army before returning 
home to the law enforcement role that 
he loved. As an officer, he was known 
for his dedication and professionalism. 

On the day he was taken from us, Of-
ficer Rodarte was participating in a 
multiagency operation targeting 
transnational drug trafficking organi-
zations which has been horrific on the 
lives of so many Americans. He was 
trying to make a big difference on 
that, doing critical work and helping 
keep our communities and our streets 
safe from the scourge of fentanyl and 
other drugs. 

His sacrifice reminds us of the risks 
law enforcement officers are always up 
against. Each day when they go out the 
door, kiss their spouse, and go out on 
duty, they know that risk, as does 
their family. The reality is still way 
too harsh when it happens to one of our 
own. 

Of course, Officer Rodarte was much 
more than a public servant. He was a 
father, husband, brother, and friend. 
His fellow officers called him a true 

hero, and those who knew him best 
spoke of his deep dedication to his fam-
ily. 

In the aftermath of this loss, the peo-
ple of Marysville, Rio Linda, and the 
entire north State have come together 
in mourning, offering prayers and sup-
port to his family. He leaves behind a 
wife and child facing this unimaginable 
loss. No words can fully ease the grief. 

We must ensure his sacrifice is not 
forgotten. His service in uniform and in 
life is a testament to his character and 
his sense of duty. We honor Officer 
Rodarte’s bravery, service, and legacy. 

To his family, his fellow officers, and 
all who knew him, our prayers are with 
them. May he rest in eternal peace. 
God bless him, his family, his friends, 
and his fellow officers. 
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LISTENING TO OUR CONSTITUENTS 

(Mr. POCAN of Wisconsin was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
discuss the special election that we had 
in Wisconsin last Tuesday for the Wis-
consin Supreme Court. It was an over-
whelming rebuke of the Trump-Musk 
agenda of cutting Medicaid, 
healthcare, long-term care, education 
funding, and food assistance to pay for 
a transfer of wealth of $4.5 trillion from 
the middle class and those aspiring to 
the wealthiest in this country. 

It wasn’t just a 10-point win that 
mattered. In fact, more than the win 
was the turnout. We rivaled a midterm 
congressional election turnout in a 
spring nonpartisan election. People are 
pissed, they are scared, and they are 
feeling unheard. So they came out to 
vote to be heard. 

I know GOP leadership is telling its 
Members to ignore their constituents 
and not have townhalls, but I think 
that is backfiring. In fact, that is what 
we heard with that Wisconsin election. 

I have had multiple townhalls, both 
in my district and in neighboring con-
gressional districts in Wisconsin. We 
have had record turnout. 

In Belmont, Wisconsin, population 
1,000, we had over 200 people show up; 
and we had to turn people away. People 
were watching the townhall through 
the windows. In Viroqua, a town of 
4,500 people, 300 to 400 people showed up 
to voice their displeasure with the Re-
publican agenda. When we go home for 
this coming Easter break, I will do 
more townhalls, both in my district 
and in Republican districts, to make 
sure that people are being heard. 

This is not winning for the American 
people. Trump’s tariffs are taxes on 
working people. He is crashing the 
stock market and making costs go up. 
This is the opposite of what he had 
promised. 

People don’t want their services cut 
to fund a tax cut for the most wealthy. 
They don’t want people who work for 
veteran hospitals or Social Security to 
have their jobs cut just to pay for Elon 
Musk and Donald Trump’s tax cuts. 

They want the Federal Government’s 
hands off the programs they value. 

They are rightfully afraid that the 
Republicans are going after their So-
cial Security, after Musk called it a 
Ponzi scheme, after Trump lied about 
the program over and over in the state 
of the Union, and after the Secretary of 
Commerce said people could go a 
month without their Social Security 
check unless they were fraudsters. 

It is their money. Leave it alone. 
That is the pledge. Mr. Speaker, Re-
publican Members of Congress can ig-
nore their constituents, but listen to 
the lesson from Wisconsin at your own 
peril. Figure out how to listen to your 
constituents or get a discount card at 
Costco so you can buy Depends by the 
carton. Those are pretty much your 
choices. 

People don’t support what is going 
on. Represent them, not Donald Trump 
and Elon Musk. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE GRAND 
OLE OPRY 

(Mr. ROSE of Tennessee was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize a true American treasure 
that I have the privilege to represent 
here in Congress. This year marks 100 
years since the Grand Ole Opry first in-
troduced audiences around the world to 
country music and to Nashville, Ten-
nessee. 

My home State of Tennessee is 
known for many things. If I had to list 
some of the most prominent, I might 
think of the Great Smoky Mountains 
or Elvis Presley. I would most cer-
tainly include the Grand Ole Opry. 

Nashville is known around the world 
as Music City, USA. That would not be 
the case had it not been for the Opry. 
The longtime show isn’t exclusive to 
Tennessee’s story. No, it is part of 
American culture. 

The Opry was around before the 
Great Depression and World War II. It 
has seen a lot, endured a lot, and 
served as a beacon of hope decade after 
decade. The program’s venue has 
moved within Nashville a few times, 
but it is primarily known for two loca-
tions. They are the Ryman Auditorium 
off Broadway, downtown, and its cur-
rent location on Opry Mills Drive. Both 
locations enjoy hundreds of thousands 
of visitors every year. 

Without the Grand Ole Opry, we 
would likely not know names like 
Hank Williams, Patsy Cline, Loretta 
Lynn, or Willie Nelson. Heaven forbid, 
we might not even know Dolly Parton, 
had it not been for the show. 

b 1015 

WSM, those are its call letters, was 
one of the first radio stations to con-
nect urban and rural culture. The Opry 
was also a first to transform a hobby 
into a marketable and lucrative indus-
try. Crossover artists are not uncom-
mon today, but they were virtually 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:23 Apr 09, 2025 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K08AP7.002 H08APPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
7X

7S
14

4P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1467 April 8, 2025 
nonexistent before 1925. The Opry 
hosted honky-tonk, bluegrass, gospel, 
rockabilly, and many other performers. 
This paved the way for what we know 
today as country music. 

From music legends to up-and- 
comers, musicians from around the 
world rightfully revere the Grand Ole 
Opry as a place of prestige, history, 
and continued relevance. 

There are fewer than 100 members of 
the Grand Ole Opry. It is indeed an 
elite crowd of men and women who 
made the world better, who embody 
country music, and who are part of our 
shared heritage as Americans. In fact, 
that membership sits at the top of doz-
ens of obituaries among some of our 
Nation’s finest performers. 

This year, Tripadvisor ranked Nash-
ville sixth among the best American 
travel destinations. More than 17 mil-
lion people visited last year. That is in 
large part because of the influence of 
the Grand Ole Opry over the last 100 
years. 

Mr. Speaker, any seat in the house 
will do at the Grand Ole Opry to bear 
witness to the iconic barn background 
behind the stage. The lights that look 
like stars above you and the acoustics 
around you make for an unforgettable 
evening. No matter how many chances 
I get to see a show in person, I always 
sense the history, the importance, and 
the joy that the Grand Ole Opry rep-
resents. 

As the United States Representative 
of Tennessee’s Sixth Congressional Dis-
trict, I rise today to enthusiastically 
congratulate the Grand Ole Opry on a 
century of entertainment and a cen-
tury of significance. I am confident 
that the man or woman who is in my 
shoes 100 years from now will feel com-
pelled to do the same. 

CONGRATULATING THE UPPERMAN BEES 

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the Upperman High 
School boys’ basketball team on secur-
ing the first State championship in 
program history last month. The his-
toric matchup was a nail-biter as the 
game was tied up for much of the 
night. Nonetheless, it ended with the 
Upperman Bees defeating the 
Tullahoma Wildcats 65–55. 

This TSSAA Division 1 Class 3A 
BlueCross basketball championship 
win at Middle Tennessee State Univer-
sity puts their team at 32–3 on the sea-
son. 

Again, I congratulate the players and 
their families. I also want to congratu-
late the coaches, including Head Coach 
Bobby McWilliams on the many hours 
they also put into this great win. 
Coach McWilliams says that focus was 
the key to their win. He says that his 
guys were locked in before they arrived 
at MTSU and it showed. Congratula-
tions to the 2025 Tennessee State 
champion Upperman High School Bees. 

CHALLENGES FACING OUR 
STUDENTS 

(Ms. BONAMICI of Oregon was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, as 
someone who has dedicated years of my 
career to education striving to create a 
better future for children, I find it dis-
turbing and ironic that my colleagues 
in the majority pass bills that they say 
are to protect students but, in fact, do 
nothing to address the real challenges 
children are facing in schools today. 

The majority is willing to pass a bill 
to protect students from the Chinese 
Communist Party, something no par-
ent or educator has ever mentioned to 
me, but not willing to address gun vio-
lence, increasing behavioral health 
needs, or, importantly, the stress and 
fear that the Trump administration 
has created by giving ICE free range to 
raid sensitive locations, including 
schools. 

Don’t take my word for it. Listen to 
the words of a fourth grade student in 
Oregon who wrote me this letter: 

‘‘Hi. I am a local student, and I am in 
fourth grade. Ever since the rules were 
changed to allow ICE agents to enter 
schools, I have felt scared for my safe-
ty and the safety of my classmates, 
friends, and neighbors. I feel scared and 
distracted in class sometimes because I 
am worried ICE might come in our 
school. I worry what might happen to 
me if I refuse to answer their questions 
to protect my friends and classmates. I 
also worry about ICE agents trying to 
talk to me on the bus ride from school. 
I worry about what I should do if ICE 
agents come up to my neighbors when 
I am walking with them home from the 
bus stop. Some of the things I worry 
about are: Do I hide my friends if they 
are getting taken? If ICE enters my 
school and takes someone, what will 
the school do? If ICE takes my class-
mate, what should I do? Where does 
ICE take people? And what do I do if 
my friends come home to an empty 
house because their family got de-
ported? 

‘‘I wish I did not have to worry about 
these things, and I wish even more that 
my friends, classmates, and neighbors 
did not have to either. Thanks for your 
time.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, this administration said 
they were going to go after dangerous 
criminals and drug dealers, but what 
they are doing instead with this disas-
trous mass deportation effort is cre-
ating fear and stress across the coun-
try including among young children. 

‘‘I wish I didn’t have to worry about 
these things,’’ the student said. So do I 
and so should anybody in this body 
with an ounce of compassion. These are 
kids. Let that sink in, and let’s do 
what we need to do to truly protect 
students. 

f 

CONGRATULATING GLENVAR HIGH 
SCHOOL BOYS’ SWIM TEAM 

(Mr. CLINE of Virginia was recognized 
to address the House for 5 minutes.) 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the extraordinary achieve-
ment of the 2025 Glenvar High School 
boys’ swim team, the VHSL Class 1 and 
2 combined State champions. The 
Glenvar Highlanders traveled to Rich-
mond on February 27 and captured 
their second consecutive State title, an 
incredible accomplishment that re-
flects their hard work, talent, and dedi-
cation. 

With a squad of just 11 boys, Glenvar 
scored an impressive 280 points, out-
pacing second-place Radford High by 75 
points. Of the 11 swimming events con-
tested, the Highlanders won 5 and were 
runners-up in 2 others. 

Congratulations to team members: 
seniors Avery McClanahan, Alec 
McIlwain, Kees VanGerven, Connor 
Wilkes, and Zach Adams; juniors 
Landon Cairns, Darren Delby, Grayson 
Shearer, and Avery Thompson; sopho-
more Cooper Ermel; and freshman 
Aspen Thompson. 

Special recognition goes to indi-
vidual champions Connor Wilkes, 
Landon Cairns, and Aspen Thompson, 
as well as the championship relay 
teams. Connor Wilkes closes his 
Glenvar career as one of the most deco-
rated swimmers in school history and 
will continue his athletic and academic 
journey at Carson-Newman University. 

The Glenvar Highlanders have made 
their school and community proud. I 
ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating these outstanding young 
athletes. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JUSTICE LAWRENCE 
LARKINS KOONTZ, JR. 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the extraordinary life and leg-
acy of Justice Lawrence Larkins 
Koontz, Jr., of Salem, Virginia, who 
passed away at the age of 85. 

Justice Koontz was one of the most 
consequential judges in the Common-
wealth’s history. Over a judicial career 
spanning 42 years, he served at every 
level of Virginia’s court system, culmi-
nating in his roles as the founding 
chief judge of the Virginia Court of Ap-
peals and as a justice of the Supreme 
Court of Virginia. 

A Roanoke native and graduate of 
Virginia Tech and the University of 
Richmond School of Law—go Spiders— 
Justice Koontz was known for his clar-
ity of writing, profound sense of fair-
ness, and deep commitment to justice. 
Justice Koontz mentored generations 
of legal professionals and leaves a leg-
acy of wisdom, service, and an unwav-
ering dedication to the rule of law. 

We extend our deepest condolences to 
his beloved wife, Elizabeth, his chil-
dren, grandchildren, and all who were 
touched by his wisdom and kindness. 
May his memory be a blessing, and 
may we all strive to live with the same 
dedication to service that Justice 
Koontz so fully embodied. 

RESTORING ACCOUNTABILITY IN THE FEDERAL 
WORKFORCE 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, yesterday I 
joined Senator MIKE LEE of Utah in in-
troducing the No Union Time on the 
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