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RECOGNIZING SAM “THE MAN”
LATHAN

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, drumroll, please.

I rise to recognize a legendary drum-
mer and, above all, an incredible
human being, Sam ‘“The Man” Lathan.

Mr. Lathan was born and raised in
Wilson, North Carolina. At 94, he has a
deep passion for drums, which placed
him on many stages, from playing for
the iconic singer James Brown and The
Monitors band to St. John AME Zion
Church, his home church.

Mr. Lathan has also served as an edu-
cator and drove a school bus. He is
known for mentoring his former stu-
dents. He has been featured in the Afri-
can American Music Trails of North
Carolina.

Madam Speaker, joining many com-
munity members in recognizing Sam
“The Man”’ Lathan for his love of
drumming and community is indeed an
honor.

APPLAUDING THE MEN AND
WOMEN WHO POWER AMERICA’S
SPACEFLIGHT INDUSTRY

(Mr. HARIDOPOLOS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today in my first speech on
the House floor to applaud the men and
women powering America’s spaceflight
industry.

I am a proud resident of Florida’s
Space Coast, the launchpad for Amer-
ica’s journey to the stars since the
early days of NASA. This is not just
our past. It is our future.

Madam Speaker, 2024 was a record-
breaking year for the Space Coast,
with 93 successful launches crossing
our skies. In just the first few weeks of
2025, five more launches have taken
place, proving that America’s new
golden age of spaceflight is alive and
well.

This renaissance has been powered by
game-changing private companies like
SpaceX and Blue Origin, whose inge-
nuity has turned spaceflight into a
thriving ecosystem of public-private
collaboration.

Dominance in space is central to
America’s economic strength and mili-
tary readiness. I am confident that
with the leadership of Chairman BABIN
and President Trump, America will re-
main the global leader in space explo-
ration and innovation.

——————

UNCONDITIONAL AID FOR LOS
ANGELES

(Mr. GARAMENDI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
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Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker,
there is a great tragedy occurring in
California as we speak. Members of the
California delegation have spoken on
the floor about the extraordinary dam-
age, loss of life, and lives that have
been disrupted.

I was shocked to watch on television
the elected leader of this House sug-
gesting that Federal assistance to deal
with that tragedy would be condi-
tioned. He didn’t specify on what, but I
would remind that gentleman that $120
billion has gone to Louisiana over the
last 20 years, dealing with the trage-
dies of Katrina in New Orleans and the
like, and that is not the total count.

It would be unconscionable for this
House to place any condition on the
necessary assistance that Americans
should give to our American people in
Los Angeles.

I would ask us to search our con-
science and for the elected leader of
this House to do so also and put aside
those requirements.

MOURNING THE LOSS OF
PATRICIA BARRAGAN SCHRECK

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to mourn the loss
of Patricia Barragan Schreck, who
sadly passed away at the age of 95.

Ms. Schreck was a longtime organist
and choir director for 66 years at the
Cathedral Basilica of St. John the Bap-
tist.

At just 16 years old, Ms. Schreck be-
came the organist at the cathedral in
1946. She managed several choirs, in-
cluding the Savannah Catholic Dean-
ery Choir, the SVA Alumnae Chorus,
and the cathedral men’s choir and
women’s choir.

Ms. Schreck was also the music di-
rector at St. Vincent’s Academy for 47
years of her career, where she taught
choral singing and church music. Her
service to the academy was impactful.
Ms. Schreck composed the fight song
and the academy’s alma mater, which
are still sung today.

Ms. Schreck was awarded a medal for
her work in the church by Pope Saint
John Paul II and recognized by the city
of Savannah, from which she was gifted
a key to the city. Additionally, Savan-
nah also declared Patty Barragan
Schreck Day on May 31, 1981.

Ms. Schreck will forever be remem-
bered as a dedicated servant of God and
her community through her service to
the church and to the city of Savan-
nah.

———
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THESE ISSUES AREN’'T POLITICAL

(Ms. GILLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)
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Ms. GILLEN. Madam Speaker, it is
an honor to speak on the House floor
today representing New York’s Fourth
Congressional District, and I am ready
to get to work to deliver solutions for
the issues that matter most to Long Is-
land.

We need to address the cost-of-living
crisis, secure our border, and give hard-
working Long Islanders a middle-class
tax cut by reinstating the full SALT
tax deduction.

These issues aren’t political. The
American people are counting on all of
us to put our differences aside and
work together to put money back in
people’s pockets and get things done.

Madam Speaker, my constituents
have been clear. They want problems
solved and not political extremism on
either side.

I am honored to be their Congress-
woman, and I look forward to working
with anyone from any party who is se-
rious about working productively to
address the pressing issues that our
working families face.

———

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
THE SITUATION IN THE WEST
BANK—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 119-7)

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
FEDORCHAK) laid before the House the
following message from the President
of the United States; which was read
and, together with the accompanying
papers, referred to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs and ordered to be print-
ed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the
situation in the West Bank declared in
Executive Order 14115 of February 1,
2024, is to continue in effect beyond
February 1, 2025.

The situation in the West Bank—in
particular high levels of extremist set-
tler violence, forced displacement of
people and villages, and property de-
struction—has reached intolerable lev-
els and constitutes a serious threat to
the peace, security, and stability of the
West Bank and Gaza, Israel, and the
broader Middle East region. These ac-
tions undermine the foreign policy ob-
jectives of the United States, including
the viability of a two-state solution
and ensuring Israelis and Palestinians
can attain equal measures of security,
prosperity, and freedom. They also un-
dermine the security of Israel and have
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the potential to lead to broader re-
gional destabilization across the Mid-
dle East, threatening United States
personnel and interests.

The situation in the West Bank con-
tinues to pose an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security
and foreign policy of the United States.
Therefore, I have determined that it is
necessary to continue the national
emergency declared in Executive Order
14115 with respect to the situation in
the West Bank.

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, January 14, 2025.

————
CERTIFICATION OF RESCISSION OF
CUBA’S DESIGNATION AS A
STATE SPONSOR OF TER-

RORISM—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 119-8)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith a report to the
Congress with respect to the proposed
recission of Cuba’s designation as a
state sponsor of terrorism.

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, January 14, 2025.

AGREEMENT FOR COOPERATION
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMER-
ICA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND
CONCERNING PEACEFUL USES
OF NUCLEAR ENERGY—MESSAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES (H. DOC. NO. 119-
9

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit to the Con-
gress, pursuant to subsections 123 b.
and 123 d. of the Atomic Energy Act of
1954, as amended (42 U.S.C. 2153(b), (d))
(the ‘““Act”), the text of an Agreement
for Cooperation Between the Govern-
ment of the United States of America
and the Government of the Kingdom of
Thailand Concerning Peaceful Uses of
Nuclear Energy (the ‘‘Agreement’’).

I am also pleased to transmit my
written approval, authorization, and
determination concerning the Agree-
ment and an unclassified Nuclear Pro-
liferation Assessment Statement
(NPAS) concerning the Agreement. In
accordance with section 123 of the Act,
a classified annex to the NPAS, pre-
pared by the Secretary of State, in con-
sultation with the Director of National
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Intelligence, summarizing relevant
classified information, will be sub-
mitted to the Congress separately. The
joint memorandum submitted to me by
the Secretaries of State and Energy
and a letter from the Chair of the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission stating
the views of the Commission are also
enclosed. An addendum to the NPAS
containing a comprehensive analysis of
the export control system of the King-
dom of Thailand with respect to nu-
clear-related matters, including inter-
actions with other countries of pro-
liferation concern and the actual or
suspected nuclear, dual-use, or missile-
related transfers to such countries,
pursuant to section 102A(w) of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (60 U.S.C.
3024(w)), is being submitted separately
by the Director of National Intel-
ligence.

The Agreement has been negotiated
in accordance with the Act and other
applicable law. In my judgment, it
meets all applicable statutory require-
ments and will advance the non-
proliferation and other foreign policy
interests of the United States of Amer-
ica.

The Agreement contains all of the
provisions required by subsection 123 a.
of the Act. It provides a comprehensive
framework for peaceful nuclear co-
operation with the Kingdom of Thai-
land based on a mutual commitment to
nuclear nonproliferation. It would per-
mit the transfer of material, equip-
ment (including reactors), components,
and information for peaceful nuclear
purposes. It would not permit the
transfer of Restricted Data or sensitive
nuclear technology. Any special fis-
sionable material transferred to the
Kingdom of Thailand could only be in
the form of low enriched uranium, with
the exception of small quantities of
special fissionable material for use as
samples, standards, detectors, or tar-
gets, or for such other purposes as the
parties may agree.

Through the Agreement, the King-
dom of Thailand would affirm its in-
tent to rely on existing international
markets for nuclear fuel services rath-
er than acquiring sensitive nuclear
technology (i.e., for enrichment and re-
processing), and the TUnited States
would affirm its intent to support
these international markets to ensure
nuclear fuel supply for the Kingdom of
Thailand.

The Agreement has a term of 30
years, although it can be terminated at
any time by either party on 1 year’s ad-
vance written notice to the other
party, in the event of termination or
expiration of the Agreement, key non-
proliferation conditions and controls
will continue in effect as long as any
material, equipment, or components
subject to the Agreement remains in
the territory of the party concerned or
under its jurisdiction or control any-
where, or until such time as the parties
agree that such material, equipment,
or components are no longer usable for
any nuclear activity relevant from the
point of view of safeguards.
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The Kingdom of Thailand is a party
to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons and has concluded
a Comprehensive Safeguards Agree-
ment and Additional Protocol thereto
with the International Atomic Energy
Agency. The Kingdom of Thailand was
also among the early sponsors of and is
a State Party to the Treaty on the
Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free
Zone. A more detailed discussion of the
Kingdom of Thailand’s domestic civil
nuclear activities and its nuclear non-
proliferation policies and practices is
provided in the NPAS and its classified
annex.

I have considered the views and rec-
ommendations of the interested depart-
ments and agencies in reviewing the
Agreement and have determined that
its performance will promote, and will
not constitute an unreasonable risk to,
the common defense and security. Ac-
cordingly, I have approved the Agree-
ment and authorized its execution and
urge that the Congress give it favor-
able consideration.

This transmission shall constitute a
submittal for purposes of both sub-
sections 123 b. and 123 d. of the Act. My
Administration is prepared to imme-
diately begin the consultations with
the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee and the House Foreign Affairs
Committee as provided in subsection
123 b. Upon completion of the 30 days of
continuous session review provided for
in subsection 123 b., the 60 days of con-
tinuous session review provided for in
subsection 123 d. shall commence.

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, January 14, 2025.

———————

PRIMARY DRIVER OF U.S. DEBT
AND INTEREST FRAGILITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2025, the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. SCHWEIKERT) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
majority leader.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Speaker,
I think we are going to try to do a bit
of a continuation of what we were
doing last week. If you don’t like math
or economics, please turn off C-SPAN.

There are a couple of things that we
have to walk through. Last Thursday, I
think I took 38 minutes here, and the
two concepts I was trying to walk
through were, one, the demographics of
the United States being the primary
driver of U.S. debt—it is not that com-
plicated, but it seems to really bother
people—and the second thing was this
concept called interest fragility. That
is a big word.

What it basically means is that when
you have $36 trillion in debt, $28 tril-
lion to $29 trillion publicly financed,
and when, over a year, you are going to
refinance almost $10 trillion, bring
maybe $2 trillion to $2.3 trillion new
issuances to market, that little move-
ment in interest rates could be a boat-
load of cash.

What happened last Friday? We got a
knockout jobs report.
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