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independent audits to
eliminate redundancies.

By adopting enterprise licensing
agreements, agencies will have greater
negotiating power and ensure that our
government is getting the best value
for our taxpayer dollars.

This bill takes a common sense, data-
driven approach to reduce unnecessary
costs, to streamline software pur-
chasing, and improve transparency
across the government.

Further, not only will this save
money, it will also strengthen our cy-
bersecurity efforts and modernize our
IT infrastructure in a smart way.

I am confident that the SAMOSA Act
can bring real change.

——————

HELP OUR COUNTRY BECOME A
SAFER, HEALTHIER PLACE FOR
ALL

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to introduce the Law Enforce-
ment Training for Mental Health Crisis
Response Act of 2025. This bill is a bi-
partisan effort alongside with Con-
gresswoman STEPHANIE BICE of OKkla-
homa. Our goal is to ensure our officers
have the tools they need to effectively
and safely respond to mental health
emergencies.

Every day, law enforcement officers
across our Nation are called to situa-
tions where individuals are experi-
encing mental health crises. These mo-
ments can be unpredictable, even vola-
tile, for all those involved.

The reality is that 1 in 10 police calls
involve a person struggling with men-
tal illness. Too often these encounters
end in unnecessary harm.

Our bill will provide much-needed
Federal support to train officers in cri-
sis response techniques. It will advance
their skills to deescalate situations,
and our goal is to deescalate people
with the care they need instead of the
back of a squad car or a jail cell.

By investing in training, we protect
our communities and ensure those in
crisis are met with highly trained law
enforcement officers.

I am proud to work along with Con-
gresswoman BICE and our colleagues to
help our country become a safer, more
healthy place for all.

———

CELEBRATING REVEREND LAMONT
GRANBY

(Mr. LATIMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, this
past Sunday I had the great pleasure of
attending the ceremony celebrating
Reverend Lamont S. Granby’s 15th pas-
toral anniversary. As the esteemed rev-
erend of Bronxville’s First Baptist
Church, he serves as the first African-
American pastor in the church’s 160
years.

identify and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

During the service, we heard a read-
ing from Jeremiah 3:15: ‘“Then I will
give you shepherds after my own heart,
who will lead you with knowledge and
understanding.”’

Reverend Granby is one of those
shepherds. He has led his flock at the
First Baptist Church with patience and
understanding for these 15 years. He is
well known throughout the Bronx and
Westchester communities and has been
a role model for the young people in
our community with a steady, guiding
presence. He is the dynamic leader of
the 47th Precinct Clergy Coalition
bringing together faith leaders from
across the North Bronx.

At a time when there are many
wolves in sheep’s clothing claiming to
be leaders, it is an honor to celebrate a
true community leader, Reverend La-
mont Granby. Here is to many more
years serving the community of West-
chester and the Bronx.

———

HISTORY WILL REMEMBER

(Ms. STANSBURY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
tonight to address the Members of this
Chamber and the American people, es-
pecially in the wake of remarks by the
President and actions by the GOP here
in the House this week which under-
mine the Constitution and the funda-
mental rule of law.

It is with that in mind that I say to-
night that there is no situation in
which Donald Trump will serve a third
term in these United States of Amer-
ica. It is unlawful, unconscionable,
and, yes, unconstitutional.

To my colleagues across the aisle
who are supporting legislation this
week that would weaken and under-
mine the judicial system and the vot-
ing rights of Americans, I say to you
that history is watching and will re-
member this moment.

Did you stand with the American
people and our democracy or did you
stand with the lawless administration
who is unleashing chaos on our com-
munities and our democracy and our
Nation? I encourage my colleagues to
find your backbone. Right your minds
and right your hearts because history
will remember.

————

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Ms. DE LA CRUZ
of Texas was recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.)

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas?
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There was no objection.

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today alongside
my friends and colleagues in celebra-
tion of Women’s History Month.

This month, I have reflected on the
contributions of the American female
leaders who have made our Nation
what it is today: a land of opportunity
for all.

I am proud to be the first Hispanic
Republican woman to represent the
great State of Texas for a full term. It
is because of strong women who have
paved the way and never took no for an
answer that I can serve in this institu-
tion and fight for my community of
south Texas.

In February, lawmakers from both
sides of the aisle came together to sup-
port an initiative that will create a
legacy for American women, the bipar-
tisan Smithsonian American Women’s
History Act.

This important legislation, which I
helped introduce alongside bipartisan
Women’s Caucus Republican Vice Co-
chair NICOLE MALLIOTAKIS, will des-
ignate land on the National Mall for
the Smithsonian American Women’s
History Museum.

By creating a museum in our Na-
tion’s Capital, we are honoring and pre-
serving the incredible contributions of
American women whose stories of
strength, resilience, and innovation
have shaped the fabric of our Nation’s
history.

Trailblazing women deserve a dedi-
cated space of recognition and ref-
erence: women like Susan B. Anthony,
a pioneer and leader in women’s suf-
frage; Harriet Tubman, the first Amer-
ican woman to run an underground
railroad to help slaves reach freedom;
Sojourner Truth, a trailblazer in the
antislavery movement and advocate for
women’s rights; and Amelia Earhart,
the first woman to bravely fly solo
across the Atlantic. We cannot forget
our beautiful Selena Quintanilla, a
south Texas icon, Grammy-winning
singer, and the queen of Tejano music,
who shattered glass ceilings and ele-
vated the Tejano genre to the main-
stream media. Today marks exactly 30
years since her tragic death, and we
honor her passion for music and the
lasting impression she has left on our
Hispanic culture.

Each of their stories have opened the
door to opportunities that once seemed
unattainable and have inspired mil-
lions. We cannot let their stories be
forgotten.

By passing this critical legislation,
we are giving the museum its rightful
place on the National Mall and allow-
ing generations of Americans and visi-
tors from across the world to immerse
themselves in the often untold stories
of the women who paved the way for
many, like me, to achieve the Amer-
ican dream.

I encourage all of my colleagues from
both sides of the aisle to support this
important bill.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Mrs. SYKES).

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise during the first Bipartisan Wom-
en’s Caucus of the year to stand in soli-
darity with my colleagues in this his-
toric caucus as we continue the work
to break ground on a Women’s History
Museum on Washington’s National
Mall.

I would like to thank my colleague
and cochair, Representative MONICA DE
LA CruUz for organizing this Special
Order hour. I would also like to thank
the vice chairs of the Bipartisan Wom-
en’s Caucus, JANELLE BYNUM and Rep-
resentative NICOLE MALLIOTAKIS; spe-
cifically Representative MALLIOTAKIS
for her leadership in transforming the
National Women’s History Museum
from a dream into a real possibility.

Women across the country have
shaped and molded this society with
their contributions being an integral
part of the fabric of who we are, and
their efforts, our efforts, and work
should be recognized.

The fact that we are here today to
celebrate the possibility of a Women’s
History Museum is incredible. First, it
is incredible because why has it taken
it so long, and, second, because it is
time to recognize the contributions of
women in this country.

Of course, the women from Ohio who
are the heart of it all will certainly be
very much previewed and modelled in
this museum, women like Dorothy
Dandridge, Nikki Giovanni, Annie Oak-
ley, Florence Allen, Gloria Steinem,
Toni Morrison, and, of course, Ohio’s
13th Judy Resnick.

The process of including people from
a range of backgrounds, including
women, is why this history museum
dedicated to women that celebrates our
achievements and condemns
marginalization is not only special but
very much needed.

At the founding of this country,
women didn’t have the same rights as
men, but women worked and labored
for our place in this society. We
couldn’t vote. We couldn’t buy land,
and we couldn’t even open bank ac-
counts until about 50 years ago. Soci-
etal norms dictated that women were
to be devalued and minimized, and it
made it easy to overlook and dismiss
us.

In spite of this, women have played
many important roles in our country,
even though they were overlooked, un-
dermined, and in some cases rewritten,
even if we were written at all.

When we as women expect to be over-
looked and dismissed, it makes it easi-
er for us just to not try at all, not to
strive and dream for more, to stay in a
lane that society has set for us.

O 1930

Mr. Speaker, we have so many rep-
resentations of women who have de-
cided ‘‘no.” Like our Vice President
says, we just eat ‘‘no”’ for breakfast.

Representation matters. The fact
that young girls and boys will soon be
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able to see the contributions of women
and value those contributions will let
them know that they can and should
dream big.

On this final day of Women’s History
Month, I would be remiss if I did not
address the elephant in the room. No,
it is not my Republican colleagues. It
is the attack on diversity, equity, and
inclusion. Including a National Wom-
en’s History Museum on The National
Mall in Washington would ensure that
we are including everyone—women,
those with disabilities, and women of
color—into our national fabric and
that we are not forgetting that their
contributions are important to this
country. They should not be forgotten
because we are a part of this country
and our history.

The Women’s History Museum will
archive the vast achievements of
women and establish Americans’ com-
mitment to a diverse, equitable, and
inclusive telling of our Nation’s his-
tory so that young girls and boys from
across the country and around the
world continue to strive for greatness,
knowing that their dreams are always
possible in the United States of Amer-
ica.

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentlewoman from New
York (Ms. MALLIOTAKIS).

Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I
thank my good friend and colleague,
MonNIcA DE LA CRUZ, for joining me in
this effort. I also thank my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle who have
cosponsored our legislation, H.R. 1329.

Today, we conclude Women’s History
Month. It has been a monthlong cele-
bration of the remarkable achieve-
ments and contributions of American
women throughout our Nation’s his-
tory.

Whether it is the suffragists who
fought for the right to vote, the riv-
eters who stepped in while men fought
during World War II, the 10,000 women
known as Code Girls who broke Ger-
man and Japanese codes for the U.S.
Army and Navy during World War II,
the ‘“‘Hidden Figures” of NASA who
helped launch John Glenn into space,
or the Black Angels from my district,
Staten Island, New York, who treated
sick tuberculosis patients when no one
wanted to and helped find the cure for
this disease, American women have
been instrumental in shaping our Na-
tion’s progress and success.

We think about how much has hap-
pened in five decades. Fifty years ago,
women were still battling for so many
rights, not just equal pay. They could
not get a credit card without a male
cosigner. They had no protections
against pregnancy discrimination or
sexual harassment. They could not
serve on juries, and they did not have
the ability to join military academies.
Women before us have made so much
progress. We celebrate and thank them.
Now we pave the way forward.

Last week, 37 female Republican
Members of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate joined
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President Donald Trump at the White
House to launch the GOP Women’s
Caucus.

I would remind my colleagues from
the Republican side that it was the Re-
publican Party who helped champion
women’s rights and protections. It was
Republican Susan B. Anthony who led
the suffrage movement. It was a Re-
publican Senator who sponsored the
19th Amendment to give women the
right to vote. It was a Republican Con-
gress that approved it, and it was a ma-
jority of Republican States that rati-
fied it.

It was Republican Jeannette Rankin
who 4 years prior made history in 1916
as the first woman elected to the U.S.
House of Representatives.

In 1972, it was President Richard
Nixon who signed Title IX into law,
eliminating sex discrimination in edu-
cation and athletics, opening doors for
female athletes to receive scholarships.

In 1981, Sandra Day O’Connor, also a
Republican, made history as the first
woman confirmed to the U.S. Supreme
Court, paving the way for greater fe-
male representation in our legal sys-
tem.

Most recently, President Trump au-
thorized the Smithsonian American
Women’s History Museum in 2020. In
his first few days of his second term, he
signed an executive order to protect
women in sports.

Today, we are fighting to get that
museum that was authorized in 2020 its
rightful place on The National Mall. I
thank my colleagues from both sides of
the aisle, nearly 100 Members of this
institution, who have cosponsored H.R.
1329. We can transfer this land and get
this museum built to honor the women
who are currently Kknown and un-
known, who have contributed so much,
and who have built our Nation. This is
one of our new caucus’ priorities, and
we must get it done in this term.

Last week, something exciting hap-
pened at the White House. President
Trump threw his 100 percent support
behind building the Smithsonian Amer-
ican Women’s History Museum on The
National Mall. We must seize this op-
portunity, working together across
this political spectrum, and get the job
done.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to work-
ing with all of my colleagues. I thank
all the women and the men who have
been so supportive of this project, and
I look forward to seeing all of them at
the groundbreaking.

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. CHU).

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, as this year’s
Women’s History Month comes to a
close, there is no better way to honor
the prolific and powerful contributions
of women in this country than to fi-
nally authorize the creation of the
Smithsonian American Women’s His-
tory Museum on The National Mall.

As one of the original cosponsors of
this bipartisan bill, I feel strongly that
this museum must become a reality.
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The National Mall here in Washington,
D.C., tells the profound story of our
country, but that story is woefully in-
complete without a dedicated space to
commemorate how women have shaped
our Nation every single day since be-
fore the founding. From Abigail
Adams’ request to ‘‘remember the la-
dies,” to the suffrage rights movement,
to NANCY PELOSI’s historic speaker-
ship, women have been trailblazers and
have made history.

That is why I am proud to work with
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to
pass our bill, the Smithsonian Amer-
ican Women’s History Museum Act, to
make sure that the Women’s History
Museum gets its rightful spot on The
National Mall. We are also working to
make sure that the National Museum
of the American Latino, which also en-
joys bipartisan support, gets its spot,
too.

So much progress has already been
made to find the right location, raise
funds, and garner broad bipartisan sup-
port for this museum. The momentum
is here, and the time is now to finally
make the story of our Nation more
complete by ensuring that the Smith-
sonian American Women’s History Mu-
seum secures its place in our Nation’s
Capital.

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentlewoman from Florida
(Mrs. CAMMACK).

Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Speaker, I
thank my friend and colleague, Rep-
resentative DE LA CRUZ, for yielding
time.

Mr. Speaker, it is such an honor to be
here today as we recognize the incred-
ible contributions of women through-
out American history.

Many of us grew up reading about the
courageous women who shaped our Na-
tion, women like Abigail Adams, Har-
riet Tubman, and Clara Barton. Their
stories weren’t just words in a text-
book. They were testaments to the
power of perseverance, patriotism, and
principle.

History is not just simply about the
past. It is about what we pass on to the
next generation. That is why the
Smithsonian American Women’s His-
tory Museum is such an important
project. It ensures that these stories
are not only preserved and honored but
shared with all Americans. Our daugh-
ters and granddaughters should be able
to walk into this museum and see first-
hand how women have helped shape
this Nation, not as passive observers
but as leaders, innovators, and change-
makers.

This museum tells the stories of the
women who built businesses, defended
our freedoms, and served their commu-
nities, all through the lens of hard
work, personal responsibility, and faith
in the American Dream.

This commitment to empowering
women isn’t just about history. It is
about the present and the future. That
is why I am so proud to be here this
evening to celebrate the recent launch
of the Republican Women’s Caucus, a

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

group that I am so proud to chair,
which is dedicated to amplifying the
voices of strong, principled women
serving today in Congress. Conserv-
ative women are making history every
day, championing policies that pro-
mote freedom, opportunity, and the
values that have made this Nation
great.

Women’s History Month is a time to
reflect on our progress and reaffirm our
commitment to ensuring that every
American, regardless of their back-
ground, has the chance to achieve their
full potential. That is the legacy that
we honor, and it is the one future that
we are building together.

May we always celebrate the remark-
able women who have made our coun-
try stronger, and I am so grateful for
the leadership of my fellow colleagues.

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentlewoman from North
Carolina (Ms. ADAMS).

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Ms. DE LA CRUZ for yielding time.

Mr. Speaker, on the final day of
Women’s History Month, I rise tonight
to highlight the value of the Women’s
History Museum. Karen Staser founded
the museum in 1995 with the aim of ad-
dressing the significant amount of
women’s history that was missing from
our Nation’s Capital and museums, in-
cluding the Smithsonian Institution.

During the museum’s startup years,
the museum’s first project was to over-
see the restoration of the iconic wom-
en’s suffrage statute which resides in
our Capitol rotunda to this day.

As an artist of 40 years and as some-
one who has actually started a small
museum gallery in my home State, I
am very concerned about museums.
This museum also organized a trav-
eling exhibition on women’s suffrage,
launched a popular newsletter called
“A Different Point of View,” created a
bipartisan Honorary Congressional Ad-
visory Council, and testified before
Congress.

Since its founding, the museum has
played an integral role in uplifting and
celebrating the many women in history
who have had an impact on our society,
women like my mentor, artist, and
teacher, the late Eva Hamlin Miller.
Too often, these names are erased from
our history books, our K-12 education,
and even our museums.

The Women’s History Museum is a
space where women can go to feel in-
spired and motivated to dream big. It
is a place where women’s legacies can
live on, be celebrated, and not forgot-
ten.

One such woman I want to mention,
Alma Thomas, comes to mind. She was
an African-American artist who is now
recognized as a major American paint-
er of the 20th century. She attended
Howard University and went on to be
an educator at Shaw Junior High
School here in D.C.

She had a deep understanding of the
importance of the arts in children’s
self-expression and created enrichment
programs for her students. Her most
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influential work included her abstract
paintings which she developed later in
her life. She was the first African-
American woman to be featured in a
solo exhibit at the Whitney Museum of
American Art and also the first to have
her art displayed in the White House’s
permanent collection.

We need more representation of Afri-
can-American artists like Alma Thom-
as and Eva Hamlin Miller in the Wom-
en’s History Museum. To exclude their
work is to miss significant parts of our
country’s history and contradict the
very founding principle of the museum.

I close again by honoring all of the
women of our past who had an influen-
tial hand in shaping the present.
Wholeheartedly, I support the work of
the Women’s History Museum. As al-
ways, I look forward to working with
my colleagues to continue to uplift the
work and the contributions of women,
not just for Women’s History Month
but every month and every day of
every year.

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentlewoman from Utah
(Ms. MALOY).

Ms. MALOY. Mr. Speaker, it is an
honor to stand here and celebrate the
contributions of women this Women’s
History Month, both the women who
are here today and those whose spirits
live on through the impact they have
created for past generations.

Our contributions as women are not
a sidenote in the story of our world.
They are central to it. We helped shape
the world, and we are here to make
sure that the women who came before
us get credit for what they have done.
Their influence is undeniable.

When we think of remarkable
women, let us be reminded of women
like Martha Hughes Cannon, a physi-
cian, suffragist, and pioneer who went
on to become the first female State
Senator in the United States.

We are a Nation of pioneers. Martha
beautifully embodies that pioneering
spirit. She immigrated to the United
States, crossed the Great Plains, and
helped settle Utah when it was a fron-
tier State. She challenged societal ex-
pectations, standing alone in the fields
of science and politics, to advocate for
her convictions.

Her unwavering commitment to
change helped establish women’s right
to vote and hold office in Utah, putting
the State decades ahead of the national
curve, and then helped reestablish the
right to vote when the Nation caught
up.

O 1945

Her statue now fittingly stands in
Emancipation Hall and represents
Utah.

Let’s also be reminded of women like
Sally Ride who in 1983 became the first
woman in space, defying conventional
expectations set for women while cre-
ating opportunities for women to enter
STEM fields.

Let us also be reminded of women
like Clara Barton who founded the
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American Red Cross in 1881, modeling
service and diplomacy in the presence
of conflict. Her contributions were not
without risk.

Let us be reminded of all the women
who have yet to have their stories told,
their achievements celebrated, and
their voices heard. Their influence,
whether truly recognized or not, will
be felt, not only by their neighbors, but
by future generations. Their contribu-
tions are important to the legacy of
this Nation.

The importance of showcasing wom-
en’s achievements, sharing our stories
and teaching our history, cannot be
overstated. Women’s History Museum
offers young girls the opportunity to
see themselves in history as active
agents of change. When we teach the
history of women, we are teaching the
history of humanity, and those stories
are not simply for women, but for ev-
eryone. They are for everyone who
shares the pioneering spirit that drives
Americans to keep challenging limita-
tions and working for freedom and op-
portunity.

When we recognize women, let us re-
member the challenges they have
faced, the struggles we have endured,
and the significance of our choice to
persevere.

Progress is rarely easily won. Suc-
cess is rarely freely given, but as his-
tory has illustrated time and time
again, women have found ways to push
forward and to pioneer better ways.

As we honor the women who come be-
fore us by remembering, I hope we will
be grateful and humble to have inher-
ited the progress of past generations.
As Americans and visitors to our coun-
try visit the Nation’s Capital and ex-
plore the museums, it seems fitting
that they would have the opportunity
to learn about the pioneering spirit of
America and the stories of pioneering
American women.

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.
——

FIGHTING VOTER SUPPRESSION

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Ms. MCCLELLAN
of Virginia was recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.)

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. MCCLELLAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include any
extraneous material on the subject this
Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Ms. MCCLELLAN. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great honor that I rise today to
co-anchor the CBC Special Order hour
along with my distinguished colleague,
the legend, JAMES CLYBURN.

For the next 60 minutes, members of
the CBC have an opportunity to speak
directly to the American people on vot-
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ing rights, specifically fighting voter
suppression, an issue of great impor-
tance to the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, Congress, the constituents we rep-
resent, and all Americans.

Mr. Speaker, the U.S. Constitution
created a government by, of, and for
We the People. As a child, I often re-
flected on exactly what that meant.
What that means is that it is a govern-
ment that reflects the perspective of
and, therefore, meets the needs of the
people who participate. However, for
most of our country’s history in the be-
ginning, only White, landowning men
could vote.

That was changed in 1870 when the
15th Amendment opened the door for
Black men to vote by prohibiting the
Federal Government and States from
denying or abridging a citizen’s right
to vote on the account of race, color, or
previous condition of servitude.

During Reconstruction, formerly
enslaved and free Black men voted and
got elected to office. When Reconstruc-
tion ended, though, the former Confed-
erate States passed new constitutions,
including such things as literacy tests,
poll taxes, and felony disenfranchise-
ment. In the words of E. Carter Glass
in the Virginia constitutional conven-
tion of 1902, he said these were in-
tended to ‘“‘eliminate the darky’” as a
factor in politics.

They made no bones about what they
were doing.

Glass told his fellow convention dele-
gates: ‘“This plan of popular suffrage
will eliminate the darky as a political
factor in this State in less than 5
years, so that in no single county in
the Commonwealth will there be the
least concern felt for the complete su-
premacy of the White race in the af-
fairs government.

Next to this achievement in vital
consequence will be the inability of un-
worthy men of our own race to cheat
their way into prominence.”

This was the first great backlash in
American history to making progress
toward making the ideals of upon
which our country was founded true for
everyone.

Enter my own family history. My
great-grandfather in Alabama around
the same time had to take a literacy
test in order to be able to register to
vote. In this literacy test he was asked
questions like: How many bubbles are
in a bar of soap? And many other non-
sensical questions that the person giv-
ing the literacy test could change the
answer to based on who was answering
the questions.

However, my great-grandfather was a
community leader and teacher. He got
all the questions right, and the reg-
istrar turned to his assistant and said a
word I will never say other than in a
direct quote: ‘I need more questions
because this nigger got them all
right.”

My great-grandfather got the next
set of questions right. Then he was
told: You must find three White men to
vouch for your character to be able to
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register to vote. After much effort, he
did it, and he voted in every election
since.

Now, the second great backlash oc-
curred after the efforts of men like Dr.
King; our former colleague, John
Lewis; and members of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus like Mr. CLYBURN.
Because of the Voting Rights Act,
many of the things that my family suf-
fered went away, like the poll tax.

Mr. Speaker, when I took my oath of
office on this floor 2 years ago, I took
my oath of office on my father’s Bible.
It was an old, tattered Bible from the
1940s. I didn’t understand why he
wouldn’t get a new one. Often as we got
to the anniversary of my father’s pass-
ing I would look through his Bible. On
January b5, 2021, he was on my mind as
Georgia elected the first Black Sen-
ator. I opened the Bible, and an enve-
lope fell out I had never noticed, and
inside was his poll tax receipt from
when he first registered to vote. Then I
understood: He kept it in his Bible to
remind him of the sacred right of the
right to vote. He kept this Bible even
when we tried to give him new ones.
This was the one he used to write his
sermons every Sunday.

Now, the 24th Amendment banned
poll taxes like my father and my
grandfather had to pay, but my mother
was not able to vote until after the
voting rights of 1965 passed. Now, Mr.
Speaker, I tell this story because I
daresay every member of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus has a story or two
or several in their family. In fact, some
members of the CBC themselves have
these stories, as you will probably
hear.

All of this effort culminated in the
Voting Rights Act that had an imme-
diate impact on expanding the ability
and the participation of Black Ameri-
cans to vote until the Supreme Court
gutted it in Shelby v. Holder because it
said that Congress had not created
enough of a record to show that voter
suppression still existed on the basis of
race.

However, just like those delegates in
the 1902 Virginia convention, who,
when asked: Well, when we give these
literacy tests, how will we know if we
don’t explicitly say that it is on the
basis of race?

Those delegates had an answer. They
knew it would be up to the person im-
plementing the literacy test, just like
with my great-grandfather, to deter-
mine whether the questions were right
or wrong and if they answered enough.

Now, Congress has failed to restore
the provisions that were gutted in the
Voting Rights Act, and as a result, we
have seen a wave of laws across the
country, particularly in the South,
throwing up barriers in the way of vot-
ing. This is the latest voter suppression
in the backlash to progress.

Moreover, now our President issued
an executive order I believe last week,
and on the floor of this body this week,
we will have Jim Crow 2.0, the poll tax
of 2025, the SAVE Act, the requirement
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