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live on less than $30,000 a year. Yet, Re-
publicans look to weaken or sever life-
lines like Medicaid, Medicare, and So-
cial Security.

President Trump announced a plan to
fire 12 percent of Social Security em-
ployees, close 26 offices, and slash
phone services. Commerce Secretary
Howard Lutnick recently said his fam-
ily wouldn’t complain about missing a
Social Security check and that the
only people who would are fraudsters.

Well, Mr. Lutnick’s family might be
able to afford to lose a payment or two,
but most Americans cannot. This is
their money. Americans pay for these
programs. These are earned benefits.
People are afraid, and rightfully so.
They are calling, texting, emailing,
and stopping me on the street.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my con-
stituents, seniors, Americans with dis-
abilities, and working families, I have
a message for President Trump and his
incompetent billionaire buddies: Hell
no, our seniors are not the fraudsters.
You are.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GILL of Texas). Members are reminded
to refrain from engaging in personal-
ities toward the President.

———

SALUTING VIETNAM VETERANS

(Mr. BEAN of Florida asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
did you know that more than 3 million
Americans, some only 18, 19, or 20 years
old, served in Vietnam? Each one had a
duty to serve, but our duty, Mr. Speak-
er, is to remember.

On March 29, National Vietnam War
Veterans Day, we remember the brave
Americans who served, including the
26,900 Vietnam veterans who call the
Fourth Congressional District of Flor-
ida home. We remember the 58,000 pa-
triots who never returned home safely
to the warm embrace of their families.
Today, their names are hauntingly
etched into the two faces of black gran-
ite in our Nation’s Capital known sim-
ply as The Wall.

A replica of this very wall, almost 300
feet long, will be on display in my dis-
trict from April 17 to April 21, 2025, at
the Northeast Florida Fairgrounds in
Nassau County, Florida. This will be a
unique and moving opportunity for in-
dividuals to come see the names of
their loved ones and patriots who oth-
erwise may not be able to make it to
Washington, D.C.

Mr. Speaker, we remember the 150,000
who were wounded in battle and bear
the visible scars of post-traumatic
stress and Agent Orange exposure. We
remember those who faced brutal cap-
tivity as prisoners of war, and the 1,200
servicemembers still missing in action
from Vietnam.

Mr. Speaker, we may never be able to
repay our debt to those who have given
the last measure of devotion for the
spirit of America, but we can continue
to do our duty to remember.
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Mr. Speaker, on National Vietnam
War Veterans Day and every day, we,
the people of the United States, with a
grateful heart salute those who en-
dured great dangers at the hands of the
enemy and lost in service to our Na-
tion.

—————

PURE BAIT AND SWITCH

(Mr. MIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MIN. Mr. Speaker, Elon Musk
spent $277 million supporting Donald
Trump’s campaign last year. In return,
Trump has done all he can to support
Musk’s business ventures, awarding
billions in potential contracts to Tesla
and SpaceX. Trump even turned the
White House lawn into a Tesla show-
room to try to boost Tesla sales.

Commerce Secretary Howard
Lutnick, whose investment firm owns
hundreds of millions in Tesla stock,
went on national TV to try to increase
Tesla’s sagging stock price.

Our own colleague, Ms. MARJORIE
TAYLOR GREENE, spent thousands of
dollars buying Tesla stock this year
and then tried to weaponize the DOJ to
help increase Tesla sales. This is all
blatantly unethical, and much of it is
illegal.

At the same time, Ms. GREENE’s
DOGE subcommittee, following the ex-
ample of Elon Musk in February, is
calling for the defunding of NPR and
PBS. Yes, Elon and MARJORIE TAYLOR
GREENE are trying to kill Elmo. How-
ever, here is the thing: Public broad-
casting receives just a tiny fraction of
funding compared to the government
contracts Elon stands to gain. In fact,
if you take away the new military con-
tract for cybertrucks alone, you will
pay for all of PBS and NPR. Unlike
cybertrucks, PBS and NPR won’t get
recalled because they are falling apart.

What is happening right now is pure
bait and switch. Republicans are trying
to slash Medicaid, public schools, and
programs like PBS so they can give bil-
lions to Elon Musk and his fellow
oligarchs. The corruption we are seeing
right now 1is outrageous, unprece-
dented, and cannot stand.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-

gaging in personalities toward the
President.
——
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HONORING THE LIFE OF DONALD
“DON” ANGELL

(Mr. BURLISON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURLISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with a heavy heart to honor the
life of Donald ‘“Don’’ Angell, a remark-
able Missourian who was taken from us
far too soon in a tragic accident on his
beloved family farm, a place that re-
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flected the hard work and the dedica-
tion that defined his life. Above all,
Don was a devoted husband to Kristen
and a loving father to his six children:
Hunter, Hudson, Harper, Hope, Harlow,
and Hattie.

A proud graduate of the University of
Missouri, he built a distinguished 27-
year career in financial service. He
served his community with the Spring-
field Sertoma Club for over 20 years,
raising funds for children’s charities,
and found joy in working the land on
his farm.

A man of deep faith, unwavering in-
tegrity, and a sense of humor that
could brighten any room, Don had a
unique ability to connect with people
from all walks of life.

My prayers are with the Angell fam-
ily, and may Don’s legacy continue to
inspire us all.

——

HONORING UNIVERSITY OF AKRON
MEN’S BASKETBALL TEAM

(Mrs. SYKES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to recognize the University of
AKkron men’s basketball team as Ohio’s
13th Congressional District Champion
of the Week.

The Zips recently won their third
Mid-American Conference Champion-
ship in 4 years when they took down
the Miami RedHawks with a final score
of 76-74.

Entering halftime and down 34-46,
the Zips played hard the second half of
the championship game, tied it up with
seconds to go, and ultimately came out
on top for the second year in a row.

After losing five seniors at the end of
the last season, there was some uncer-
tainty at the start of this season about
how successful the Akron Zips would
be. The team quickly put all doubts to
rest, going into the MAC tournament
as the number one seed with a record of
27-6 which included a 14-game winning
streak. They even made it to the NCAA
tournament.

I again congratulate the Akron Zips
men’s basketball team for this out-
standing victory. The team is a shining
example of why this community is
known as the birthplace of champions.
I look forward to cheering them on
next season.

———

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT
OF COLORADO SPRINGS FIRE
MARSHAL BRETT LACEY

(Mr. CRANK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CRANK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the retirement of
Colorado Springs Fire Marshal Brett
Lacey.

Marshal Lacey joined Colorado
Springs Fire Department in 1992, and
he has faithfully served our community
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for 32 years. Marshal Lacey was instru-
mental in helping protect our commu-
nity through his Ileadership in
prioritizing structure and vegetation
management, as he established a na-
tionally renowned wildfire mitigation
program.

Marshal Lacey was onsite and led the
efforts to combat the Waldo Canyon
fire and saved my own home and thou-
sands of others in the Black Forest fire
that devastated our community, in ad-
dition to helping recover victims of
Hurricane Katrina.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues join me in congratulating and
thanking Fire Marshal Brett Lacey for
his service to our country and to the
Pikes Peak region.

CONGRATULATING BALDWIN HIGH
SCHOOL  GIRLS’ BASKETBALL
TEAM

(Ms. GILLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. GILLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with great pride to congratulate
the Baldwin High School girls’ basket-
ball team on winning the New York
State AA State Championship.

On behalf of New York’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I take this oppor-
tunity to commend and celebrate these
young athletes for their dedication, for
their teamwork, for their perseverance,
and, quite frankly, their dominance on
the basketball court.

This year’s championship marks
Baldwin’s third State title in school
history, a testament to the strong
foundation built by the players, the
coaches, and the administrators, both
past and present.

We congratulate the Lady Bruins on
their remarkable victory. I know they
will continue to make Nassau County
proud.

RECOGNIZING PALM BAY PIRATES
GIRLS’ BASKETBALL TEAM

(Mr. HARIDOPOLOS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, it
is March Madness. With America cur-
rently fixated on basketball, I recog-
nize today the Palm Bay girls’ basket-
ball team on their recent statewide
victory. The team made history by cap-
turing the State’s Class 4A State
championship here in Florida. The Pi-
rates overcame a tough American Her-
itage squad where they rallied from a
14-point deficit to win the State title.

Leading the way was Senior Guard
Jaida Civil, a University of Tennessee
commit and McDonald’s All American,
who grabbed 9 rebounds and scored 20
points.

The entire team made critical con-
tributions, showing their depth and the
unity of this team. The championship
caps off a season where the Pirates won
by an average of 57 points.
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I congratulate the entire Palm Bay
Pirates team. They have made our en-
tire community proud.

———

HONORING CONSTITUENT OF THE
WEEK RICK SHERMAN

(Mr. VINDMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VINDMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
congratulate this week’s Constituent
of the Week, Rick Sherman, on being
named Businessperson of the Year by
the Orange County Chamber of Com-
merce.

For over a century, the W.A. Sher-
man Company has been a cornerstone
of Orange County. It has provided es-
sential electrical, heating, and plumb-
ing services to the community. Passed
down through generations, the Sher-
man family’s dedication to service has
made a lasting impact on local families
and businesses.

Rick’s leadership and unwavering
commitment to this community are
truly deserving of this recognition. As
his Representative in Congress, I am
grateful for the work he does each day
to strengthen our local community and
serve the people of Orange County.

I congratulate him again on this
well-earned award. It is a privilege to
highlight his story on the floor of the
United States House of Representa-
tives, and I am thankful for all he does.

———

RECOGNIZING EAGLE SCOUT
COLTER LUMLEY

(Mr. DOWNING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOWNING. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Colter Lumley who
on January 22 earned the rank of Eagle
Scout. I had the honor to watch Colter
from a young boy get involved in his
community and do things that
mattered, not just for his community
but for the State of Montana.

Colter hails from Emigrant, Mon-
tana, and can now count himself
among the 11 other boys who have
achieved the honor since Troop 551
began in 1984. Those who know him
best attest to Colter’s humility and
work ethic, saying that all he does is
rise in the morning and put forth more
effort and hard work before noon than
most his age do in a full day.

His Eagle Scout project was to re-
place a retaining wall at the fire de-
partment in Gardiner, Montana. He ar-
ranged the preconstruction meetings,
organized the delivery of the supplies,
and was even able to get a price reduc-
tion to save money. He then rallied his
football team and his troop to replace
the wall, completing the job in 20 hours
and placing over 600 cinder blocks.

Colter has made his country and his
State proud. We thank Colter for set-
ting an example for his peers and his
community, and we congratulate him
on this great achievement.

H1319

RESPONDING TO SIGNAL CHAT
LEAK

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise in disbelief at the troubling stories
in “The Atlantic” magazine of classi-
fied attack plans carelessly leaked by
the U.S. Department of Defense in a
reckless and dangerous fashion.

Congress must conduct a fully inde-
pendent investigation with public and
private congressional hearings. The
highest national security and intel-
ligence leaders of our Nation put Amer-
ican’s servicemembers’ lives at high
risk.

All responsible must be held fully ac-
countable, including through removal
or resignation from their positions.
Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth, CIA
Director Radcliffe, Director of Na-
tional Intelligence Gabbard, Secretary
of State Rubio, National Security Ad-
visor Waltz, Chief of Staff Wiles, and
Vice President VANCE were among
those involved in the plans Hegseth
shared against DOD policy on a Signal
group chat on unsecured, nongovern-
ment devices vulnerable to espionage.

Hegseth failed to notice that the
group chat included a news editor and
reporter with no security clearance.
Only Lady Luck graced our Nation as
their haphazard approach to war didn’t
result in the death of American serv-
icemembers who could have ended up
at the bottom of the Red Sea or over
foreign soil. Their reckless leak risked
American lives and our security.

Mr. Speaker, as our Marine Corps
uncle would say: Shape up.
———

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE oFr

DEKALB COUNTY COMMISSIONER
MIKE WATSON

(Mr. STUTZMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the outstanding life
and public service record of DeKalb
County Commissioner Mike Watson.

Mike dedicated his life to serving
northeast Indiana in roles ranging
from president of the Auburn Economic
Development Commission, president of
the DeKalb Central Foundation, and
serving as an Auburn Common Council-
man.

In December, before his passing,
Mike received the distinguished Coun-
ty Commissioner of the Year award
from the Indiana County Commis-
sioners Association.

Mike was the architect of many
projects that bettered our region such
as having the Auburn Waterloo Trail
become part of the Poka-Bache Con-
nector trail between Angola and
Bluffton, Indiana, and the creation of
the Auburn Main Street which collabo-
rates with the Auburn community to
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