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their 13th national title to Happy Val-
ley.

Under the leadership of Coach Cael
Sanderson, his team has won 12 of the
last 15 NCAA championships.

Penn State’s two individual cham-
pions are a testament to the strength
of their program as well as their per-
sonal strength, talent, and determina-
tion.

Carter Starocci made history by be-
coming the first wrestler to win five in-
dividual NCAA titles, while Mitchell
Mesenbrink claimed his first national
title with an outstanding performance.

Beyond individual triumphs, the
Nittany Lions made history as only the
second team ever to have 10 All-Ameri-
cans in one tournament.

This success would not be possible
without the dedication of the coaching
staff, the families, and the unwavering
support of the Penn State community.

As a graduate of Penn State, I am
proud to congratulate Penn State wres-
tling on winning the 2025 national
championship and on their continuing
success.

We Are.

———

CONGRATULATING LARRY HUG-
GINS ON A LIFE OF SERVICE
AND ACHIEVEMENT

(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, I welcome the opportunity to cele-
brate Larry Huggins’ incredible con-
tributions to Illinois and Chicago.

Larry is a trailblazer. At a time when
Black people were discouraged from
construction jobs, Larry founded a con-
struction company that is still thriv-
ing and has helped build some of Chi-
cago’s most famous landmarks.

Huggins is an eminent civic leader,
as well. He served as acting chairman
of Metra and founded the famous
Christmas in the Wards to distribute
toys and other gifts to Chicago’s needy.

He also cofounded the Chicago Foot-
ball Classic, which is a yearly football
game between two HBCUs at Soldier
Field. The game is accompanied by
scholarships, workshops, and outreach
for students.

From business success to civic lead-
ership, I am pleased to congratulate
Larry Huggins on a life of exemplary
service and achievement.

CELEBRATING SYDNEY TRAN AS
SPELLING BEE CHAMPION

(Mrs. KIM asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. KIM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to cele-
brate Sydney Tran, a seventh grade
student at El Rancho Charter School in
Orange, for becoming Orange County’s
new spelling bee champion.

Sydney earned her well-deserved vic-
tory and secured a spot at the Scripps
National Spelling Bee by spelling the
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word ‘‘obsecration’ in the 14th round
of competition.

In addition to her spelling skills,
Sydney is also on the school robotics
team and participates in community
service projects, embodying the spirit
of a well-rounded and engaged student.
Her success serves as an inspiration to
her peers and brings pride to our entire
community.

Sydney will soon head to Wash-
ington, D.C., to represent Orange Coun-
ty at the national spelling bee in May.

Mr. Speaker, we wish Sydney good
luck. We are cheering her on.

———

HONORING LAS MAMAS DE BACK
OF THE YARDS

(Mr. GARCIA of Illinois asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GARCIA of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
for Women’s History Month, I rise to
honor the parent leaders from The Res-
urrection Project known as Las Mamas
de Back of the Yards, or the Back of
the Yards Moms, a powerhouse of im-
migrant women who are the heart and
soul of their community on Chicago’s
South Side.

Mothers 1like Consuelo, Lorena,
Alma, Maria, Ofelia, Martha,
Zuleyman, Victoria, Gabriela, and Syl-
via show us what real leadership looks
like.

They educate mneighbors on their
rights, organize rapid responses when
raids threaten families, distribute food
when the fridge is empty, and keep our
youth safe and supported.

From city hall to Washington, and
right inside our schools, these women
ensure that their voices and their com-
munity voices are heard.

They are respected, admired, and
deeply rooted in the Back of the Yards,
and, yes, they keep people like me on
our toes, always causing good trouble.

In honoring them, we honor the
power of immigrant women every-
where, their courage and commitment,
and the fight for a better future for all
of us.

Mr. Speaker, I thank them, I stand
with them, and I celebrate them.

———
ALL POLICY IS LOCAL

(Mr. SHREVE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHREVE. Mr. Speaker, during
this past district work period, I had the
opportunity of hosting discussions with
business leaders and constituents
across Indiana’s Sixth District. With
our community leaders, we had con-
versations that focused on the need to
extend the progrowth policies of the
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act.

Over 17 visits across my district, I
spoke with our seniors on Medicare Ad-
vantage. I spoke with Hoosier farmers
on National Ag Day at our Purdue Ex-
tension facility in Johnson County. I
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heard from our Indiana Realtors—and
no one knows our communities like our
Realtors—about the importance of
homeownership and having sufficient
housing inventory for job growth and
economic creation.

I appreciate these listen-and-learn
opportunities with our local small
businesses and constituents. All policy
is so very local.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to work
with businesses across Indiana’s Sixth
District to bring business sense to
Washington. The American people ex-
pect results, and we must deliver.

————————

FIGHTING TO GUARANTEE EQUAL
RIGHTS FOR ALL WOMEN UNDER
THE CONSTITUTION

(Ms. GARCIA of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
yes, that is me in 1977. I was a young
law student representing Texas at the
historic International Women’s Year
conference in Houston.

Ann Richards was right behind me.
She was getting ready to make a
speech on the ERA. She would go on to
be Governor, and I went on to serve in
the city, county, State, and now here
in Federal Government.

That day, we were doing what I am
doing right now: fighting for the equal
rights amendment, fighting to guar-
antee equal rights for all women under
the Constitution.

I still have the ERA pin I wore that
day. I have kept it for nearly 50 years
because the fight isn’t over.

This week, I stood with powerful
women in Congress to introduce a reso-
lution that removes our final barrier:
the arbitrary deadline set decades ago.
If it passes, the ERA becomes the 28th
Amendment.

We must pass this resolution. We
must remove all barriers to women be-
cause our rights don’t have deadlines.
Our rights are human rights.

———
REPEALING GREEN SUBSIDIES

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, we
must use budget reconciliation to fully
repeal the so-called Inflation Reduc-
tion Act’s, IRA, green subsidies.

They are a trillion-dollar disaster,
driving up energy costs, undermining
grid reliability, and forcing out de-
pendable power sources like coal and
natural gas as well as the hydroelectric
dam destruction we see happening.

Keeping even one of them threatens
real spending reductions and makes it
nearly impossible to rein in the na-
tional deficit of around $2 trillion
brought on by the Biden administra-
tion and Democratic majorities in the
House and Senate.

The stakes are very clear. Europe’s
energy crisis shows what happens when
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a country relies too much on unreliable
renewables. Meanwhile, China profits
off of our bad policies, selling us solar
panels and electric vehicles while ex-
panding its own coal production and
power plants.

We cannot let the left’s green welfare
agenda weaken our energy security
while boosting our biggest adversary
any longer.

Full repeal means saving taxpayers
$1 trillion in wasteful spending, easing
inflation and lowering costs for fami-
lies and small businesses, and restoring
energy security by stabilizing our grid.
Reconciliation is the way forward.
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TAKING A KNEE VERSUS BENDING
A KNEE

(Ms. BALINT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. BALINT. Mr. Speaker, I want to
clarify something for some of my col-
leagues and for leaders across this
country because there seems to be
some confusion. There is a big dif-
ference between taking a knee and
bending a knee.

Taking a knee shows that you can
hold many truths at once, you can love
our country and believe that there is
still more work to do. It shows that
you are willing to do that work and to
live up to our country’s ideals.

However, bending a Kknee is some-
thing quite different. Bending a knee is
capitulation. It is what you do when
you have given up, when you have lost
your fight, when you have lost your
way, when you are not willing to show
courage, to show up, or to speak up.

Taking a knee, you have got skin in
the game. Bending a knee, you have
given in, you have lost your self-re-
spect.

We were not elected to be obedient,
to submit, to cower. We were not sent
here to worship one man. We have no
kings in America. We were sent here to
work on behalf of the people. If you are
not risking anything, you are not being
brave. Show some grit and stand up for
your people.

———

CONGRATULATING ANAHEIM HIGH
SCHOOL GIRLS’ WATER POLO
TEAM

(Mr. CORREA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to congratulate the Anaheim High
School girls’ water polo team that just
won the CIF Division 6 championship.

This victory represents hard work,
determination, and perseverance on be-
half of the players and their coaches,
and they did that the whole season.

As an Anaheim High School alumnus
myself, I congratulate our student ath-
letes, parents, coaches, and teachers.
Again, they have made us proud.

I ask my colleagues today to join me
in celebrating this great victory for the
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Anaheim High School girls’ water polo
team.

Remember, once a Colonist, always a
Colonist.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL
DISAPPROVAL OF THE RULE
SUBMITTED BY THE DEPART-
MENT OF ENERGY RELATING TO
“ENERGY CONSERVATION PRO-
GRAM: ENERGY CONSERVATION
STANDARDS FOR WALK-IN COOL-
ERS AND WALK-IN FREEZERS”

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to House Resolution 242, I
call up the joint resolution (H.J. Res.
24) providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Energy
relating to ‘‘Energy Conservation Pro-
gram: Energy Conservation Standards
for Walk-In Coolers and Walk-In Freez-
ers’”’, and ask for its immediate consid-
eration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 242, the joint
resolution is considered read.

The text of the joint resolution is as
follows:

H.J. RES. 24

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That Congress dis-
approves the rule submitted by the Depart-
ment of Energy relating to ‘“Energy Con-
servation Program: Energy Conservation
Standards for Walk-In Coolers and Walk-In
Freezers’” (89 Fed. Reg. 104616 (December 23,
2024)), and such rule shall have no force or ef-
fect.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
joint resolution shall be debatable for 1
hour, equally divided and controlled by
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Energy and
Commerce or their respective des-
ignees.

The gentleman from Texas (Mr.
WEBER) and the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) each will control
30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. WEBER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and insert extraneous material
on H.J. Res. 24.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, on December 23, 2024, as
American households and businesses
were in the process of preparing for the
holidays, the Biden-Harris Department
of Energy finalized burdensome and un-
necessary energy efficiency standards
for walk-in coolers and walk-in freez-
ers.
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These products are staples—they are
necessary—in businesses and res-
taurants across the country, and they
play an essential role in providing con-
sumers with safe and fresh food as well
as drinks.

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, the
Biden-Harris administration’s final
rule jeopardizes those very same small
and independent retailers’ ability to
serve the communities that rely on
them.

This final rule will force stores like
small grocers and convenience stores
to incur significant major up-front
costs for new equipment. I know be-
cause I operated an air-conditioning
business for 35 years. They will incur
significant, major up-front costs on
equipment while reckoning with asso-
ciated operational disruptions and sup-
ply chain challenges. The Biden-Harris
DOE itself estimated that the cost of
these standards, which were last up-
dated just a handful of years ago, to be
almost $1 billion, with a b.

However, the real cost, Mr. Speaker,
is likely much higher, as DOE ignored
other costs businesses will be forced to
absorb. An example of added costs is
any structural changes needed to ac-
commodate a new walk-in cooler or
freezer in order to comply with their
final rule.

Unfortunately, this final rule will
disproportionately affect rural commu-
nities and small businesses. In many
areas across the country, Mr. Speaker,
including in my district in Texas, there
are communities with limited food and
drink retail options. It is not uncom-
mon for a convenience store to bridge
that gap in providing food to American
families.

These same small businesses, which
are often owned and operated by a sin-
gle family or an individual, cannot af-
ford the new equipment mandated by
these unreasonable standards. In fact,
90 percent of food and drink retailers
are categorized as small businesses and
operate with a 1 to 3 percent margin.
That is how slim their margin is.

The result will be significant costs
being passed down to consumers and, in
the worst case scenario, the shuttering
of businesses, those mom-and-pop busi-
nesses that we all like. They may be
shuttered, prevented from providing es-
sential services to the very commu-
nities that they grew up in.

Thankfully, Mr. Speaker, the House
is considering H.J. Res. 24, introduced
by the gentlewoman from OKklahoma
(Mrs. BICE) to repeal this disastrous
final rule.

Over the last 4 years, small busi-
nesses have endured supply chain chal-
lenges, an inflationary environment,
and regulatory uncertainty, just to
name a few. Congress has the oppor-
tunity today to chart a new path for
the small and independent retailers
and grocers that feed American fami-
lies by repealing this final rule.

I thank the gentlewoman from OKla-
homa for her leadership on this issue,
and I urge my colleagues to join me in
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