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grid crisis, and I have told the power
companies that I am willing to support
their requests for temporary genera-
tion units.

However, I also believe that the gov-
ernment needs a plan B in case all of
this fails. The government needs to
prepare the people of Puerto Rico for
the possibility that power will go out
virtually every day during this sum-
mer.

What can the government do? It can
demand that utility companies be
transparent about their planned inter-
ruptions so that the people know what
to expect and can plan accordingly. It
can educate and incentivize less energy
consumption to prevent the need for
these selective outages. It can begin
preparing vulnerable populations and
providers of essential services with
backup sources and energy assistance.

I want it to be clear that the current
government is not responsible for the
energy generation crisis, but it will be
responsible for how it handles it.

The government must be brave and
honest with the people, not laid back
and blindly optimistic because it views
LUMA, the distribution company, and
Genera, the generation company, as ul-
timately responsible. The government
must care not about who gets the
blame for the problem but about actu-
ally addressing the problem.

We must prepare before it is too late.
Failure to prepare will have unfortu-
nate consequences.

HONORING THE LIFE OF CIRILO TIRADO DELGADO

Mr. HERNANDEZ. Madam Speaker, 1
also rise to honor the life of Cirilo
Tirado Delgado, who passed away last
week, a few days shy of his 90th birth-
day.

Mr. Tirado was a respected public
servant, educator, and attorney in the
great Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.
He served in the Puerto Rico House of
Representatives from 1973 to 1984,
worked in the executive branch from
1984 to 1988, and returned to the legisla-
ture as a senator from 1988 to 1996.
After that, he practiced law in the
town of Guayama.

I extend my condolences to his win-
dow, children, and grandchildren. May
he rest in peace.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
FoxX). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule
I, the Chair declares the House in re-
cess until noon today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 54
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.
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PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Holy God, in this House of historic
honor, these corridors of consequence,
these Halls of justice, remind us that
all power belongs to You, O God. All
things came from You, exist in You,
and will return to You in the fullness
of time.

Humbled before You, then, we pour
out our hearts, laying before You the
work of our hands, the thoughts of our
minds, and the desires of our souls.
You call on us to trust You, for You
alone are our refuge and our strength.

In You, Lord, is unfailing love, a love
which transcends our best and some-
times failed intentions, our best laid
but often poorly executed plans, but in
the depth of Your love for us, trans-
form the effect of our labor to align
with Your grace plan for us and for this
Nation.

In Your eternal name we pray.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Mississippi (Mr. GUEST) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. GUEST led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———————

MICHAEL REED, DEDICATED
PUBLIC SERVANT

(Mr. SWALWELL asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SWALWELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to recognize my former chief of staff,
Michael Reed, who will leave the House
after many years of service.

From 2019 to 2021, he served my of-
fice. Every Member of this Chamber
would be lucky to have Michael serving
them. He is a mentor to any staff who
work under him. He is a lover of the in-
stitution and the rules that guide us,
and he is a believer that this is still the
best place for us to resolve our dis-
putes.

He led us particularly during COVID
and January 6. On January 6, I remem-
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ber Michael finding every vending ma-
chine he could in the building to bring
food to the Members at the evacuation
site where we huddled, and then he
counseled our staff who were waiting
to know what would happen next. He
predicted to me, stick around in this
room because Speaker PELOSI would
later gavel us in. He was right, and she
was right to hire him a few months
later from my staff to work for her.

We will miss Michael and his service,
but he never could have done it with-
out his partner, his wife, also a former
chief of staff, Keenan. The two of them
will continue to serve in other ways,
but this House will miss Michael Reed.

———

BAN THIS QUACKERY

(Mr. ONDER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ONDER. Mr. Speaker, today I am
introducing the Do No Harm Act.

As a physician, I took an oath to do
no harm, but over the past several
years, doctors working at pediatric
transgender clinics have prescribed
medications or done procedures that
they know will permanently sterilize
children or leave them with irrevers-
ible medical and psychological damage.

This bill is the most comprehensive
legislation introduced to date to pro-
tect children from experimental and
unethical practices of so-called gender-
affirming care. This practice has been
banned or severely limited in European
countries, including the U.K., Norway,
Denmark, and Sweden, and it is time
for the U.S. to wake up and ban this
quackery once and for all.

The Do No Harm Act builds on Presi-
dent Trump’s day one executive order
ending the chemical castration and
mutilation of children. I look forward
to working with the Trump adminis-
tration to solidify this policy as Fed-
eral law.

———

PETE HEGSETH MUST GO

(Mr. VINDMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VINDMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today as the Representative for 72,000
veterans and tens of thousands of Ac-
tive-Duty personnel who live in the
Seventh Congressional District of Vir-
ginia.

As a 25-year Army veteran, former
Army JAG prosecutor, and National
Security Council staff adviser, I can
say this: Imminent strike approval and
mission launch times are highly classi-
fied.

Sharing specific launch and strike
times 31 minutes before the mission be-
gins and 2 hours before our forces were
over enemy territory, in harm’s way, is
an egregious breach of national secu-
rity. At best, the success of the oper-
ation was at risk. At worst, our pilots’
lives were in danger.

This isn’t a political issue. It is about
trust, discipline, and the safety of our
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servicemembers. Our men and women
in uniform deserve better, and Sec-
retary Hegseth needs to do the right
thing to restore the confidence of the
Armed Forces, the American people,
and our allies. Pete Hegseth must go,
and Congress must investigate to fulfill
its constitutional responsibilities.

————

CONGRATULATING SOUTH KNOX
GIRLS’ BASKETBALL TEAM

(Mr. MESSMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MESSMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to give my personal congratula-
tions to the South Knox girls’ basket-
ball team for taking the Class 2A State
championship. In the stunning 55-33
win, the South Knox Spartans earned
the school’s first statewide champion-
ship victory.

Basketball is a foundational part of
our identity as Hoosiers, and they even
gave us a term, ‘‘Hoosier Hysteria,” to
describe just how seriously we take
this sport and how many top players
we produce.

Congratulations once again to the
girls’ basketball team at South Knox
and to Coach Hollie Eaves for showing
everyone just how well they play bas-
ketball in Verne, Indiana.

——————

MICHAEL REED, PROUD SON OF
TRENTON

(Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in recognition of
a man whom I have known for his en-
tire life; longer, in fact. I knew him
when he was a bump in his mommy’s
belly.

Michael Reed is the proud son of
Trenton and one of the most intel-
ligent, dedicated, and capable public
servants that I have ever had the privi-
lege of knowing.

When I was first elected, it was Mi-
chael’s counsel that I relied on to get
my office up and running. It was Mi-
chael who helped me navigate this new
and peculiar space, and it was Michael
whom I could call day or night, week-
end or weekday, and I still do.

I have the deepest love and respect
for Michael. He has been a blessing in
every sense of the word. I thank him
for his public service. I know that he
will continue to make a positive im-
pact on people’s lives in all that he
does.

I wish Michael and his beautiful
bride, Keenan, nothing but the best as
they begin their next chapter in life.

———

BUDGET RECONCILIATION MOVING
FORWARD

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, Con-
gress is moving forward with reconcili-
ation to rein in Washington’s reckless
spending and put the budget back on a
responsible path. This process brings
multiple committees together to craft
one comprehensive bill that strength-
ens the economy, reduces waste, and
prioritizes taxpayers.

The bill secures the borders with real
enforcement measures, keeps taxes low
for families and small businesses, and
rolls back job-killing regulations. It
also boosts domestic energy produc-
tion, making America less dependent
on foreign adversaries while lowering
costs at home.

Every committee has worked to en-
sure this bill eliminates wasteful
spending and focuses resources where
they are actually needed. Budget rec-
onciliation is about making the Fed-
eral Government work smarter, not
bigger, and being accountable to tax-
payers because the hard-earned money
they have to send this place is cer-
tainly not voluntary.

Budget reconciliation puts America
back on a strong track to what we
should prioritize to begin with.

HONORING ALVIN VAN ZEE

(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to honor the life and serv-
ice of Alvin ‘“Al” Van Zee, a devoted
veteran and public servant from Pella,
Iowa.

As the longest serving commissioner
on the Marion County Commission of
Veterans Affairs, Al dedicated more
than 20 years to ensuring Iowa’s vet-
erans received care, support, and the
recognition they deserved.

A proud veteran himself, Al’s service
didn’t end when he left the military.
Through his work on the commission
and his involvement on the Van Veen-
Van Hemert American Legion Post No.
89, he was a tireless advocate for those
who wore our Nation’s uniform.

His wisdom, compassion, and unwav-
ering commitment left a lasting im-
pact on his community. Al’s legacy is
one of service, honor, and deep devo-
tion to both our country and to those
who serve our country.

May his family and loved ones find
comfort in knowing his impact will en-
dure for generations. We are grateful
for his life, his service, and his unwav-
ering dedication. Rest in peace, Al.

—————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GUEST). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule
I, the Chair declares the House in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 11
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MOORE of Alabama) at 2
p.m.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL
DISAPPROVAL OF THE RULE
SUBMITTED BY THE OFFICE OF
ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND RE-
NEWABLE ENERGY, DEPART-
MENT OF ENERGY RELATING TO
“ENERGY CONSERVATION PRO-
GRAM: ENERGY CONSERVATION
STANDARDS FOR COMMERCIAL
REFRIGERATORS, FREEZERS,
AND REFRIGERATOR-FREEZERS”

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to House Resolution 242, I call up
the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 75) pro-
viding for congressional disapproval
under chapter 8 of title 5, United
States Code, of the rule submitted by
the Office of Energy Efficiency and Re-
newable Energy, Department of Energy
relating to ‘“‘Energy Conservation Pro-
gram: Energy Conservation Standards
for Commercial Refrigerators, Freez-
ers, and Refrigerator-Freezers’, and
ask for its immediate consideration in
the House.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 242, the joint
resolution is considered read.

The text of the joint resolution is as
follows:

H.J. REs. 75

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That Congress dis-
approves the rule submitted by the Office of
the Office of Energy Efficiency and Renew-
able Energy, Department of Energy relating
to “Energy Conservation Program: Energy
Conservation Standards for Commercial Re-
frigerators, Freezers, and Refrigerator-
Freezers’ (90 Fed. Reg. 7464; published Janu-
ary 21, 2025) and such rule shall have no force
or effect.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
joint resolution shall be debatable for 1
hour equally divided and controlled by
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Energy and
Commerce or their respective des-
ignees.

The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
GUTHRIE) and the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) each will control
30 minutes.

The chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on H.J. Res. 75.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

There was no objection.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
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