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also enables them to have greater en-
durance and strength. Those individ-
uals who are competing with women
don’t offer a level playing field for fe-
male athletes.

This bill also requires a report from
the Government Accountability Office
to assess the negative psychological,
developmental, and sociological as-
pects of male participation in female
sports.

Madam Speaker, this is about fair-
ness. It is about protecting women’s
rights and women’s spaces and ensur-
ing that girls have equal opportunities
in athletics, and I urge my colleagues
to support this legislation.

WELCOMING IOWANS TO THE UNITED STATES

PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam
Speaker, I extend a warm welcome to
the thousands of Iowans, including the
hundreds from Iowa’s First Congres-
sional District, who are traveling to
Washington, D.C., to attend President
Trump’s inauguration. I know that
many of them are making the journey
with their families, friends, and fellow
community members. I am excited to
see such a strong presence of Iowans in
our Nation’s Capital.

From local leaders to activists to
business owners, students, and vet-
erans, Iowans of all walks of life are
coming together to witness this his-
toric event. It is a testament to the
pride and dedication we have in our
State and our country.

My team and I are here to make sure
their experience is as smooth and as
enjoyable as possible. We look forward
to assisting them in any way we can
while they are here. We welcome Iowa
to Washington, D.C.

———————

HONORING DELTA SIGMA THETA
SORORITY, INCORPORATED

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Mrs. BEATTY) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. BEATTY. Madam Speaker, I
rise today in honor of the celebration
yesterday of my sorority, Delta Sigma
Theta, Incorporated.

Let me say that it was 112 years ago
yesterday that 22 visionary, young,
Black women at Howard University
came together to create a sorority
rooted in the ideas of change, justice,
and empowerment.

I am a proud life member of this es-
teemed sisterhood. For me, it started
at the Delta Kappa chapter as a fresh-
man at Central State University and
then as a member of the Dayton alum-
ni chapter and now the Columbus,
Ohio, alumni chapter.

I am honored to recognize the ex-
traordinary legacy and contributions
of this organization which have been a
beacon of service, sisterhood, and so-
cial action since its beginning in 1913.

These trailblazers envisioned an or-
ganization that would prioritize service
over socialization, and they had the
foundation for what would become one
of the world’s largest African-Amer-
ican women’s organizations.
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Over the decades, this organization
has tackled some of the most pressing
challenges facing our community. The
National Library Project provided
books to underserved Black commu-
nities in the segregated South. Deltas
became the first sorority to establish
employment counseling and career de-
velopment for Black women. They
partnered with Habitat for Humanity,
building homes for families in need at
home and abroad.

Delta Sigma Theta has earned special
NGO status with the United Nations,
ensuring our voices are heard on the
world’s stage.

Delta Sigma Theta women are among
the most powerful changemakers in
history. Their history includes ceiling-
shattering public servants like Lieu-
tenant Colonel Charity Adams Earley,
who I fondly called Aunt Edna, serving
as the highest-ranking Black woman
officer during World War II.

It includes the Honorable Shirley
Chisolm, the first Black woman elected
to Congress, the first Black woman to
seek a major party’s nomination for
President of these United States and,
yves, the only female of the 13 Members
who founded the Congressional Black
Caucus.

It also includes individuals like Jus-
tice Ketanji Brown Jackson, the first
Black woman to serve on the Supreme
Court.

Delta has defined leadership in a
broad spectrum of influence, from civil
rights icons like Ida B. Wells to cul-
tural legends like Aretha Franklin to
leaders in this very Chamber like chair
of the Congressional Black Caucus,
YVETTE CLARKE, and our brilliant sis-
ters who serve here: Congresswoman
VALERIE FOUSHEE, Congresswoman
STACEY PLASKETT, Congresswoman
Lucy MCBATH, Congresswoman JAS-
MINE CROCKETT, Congresswoman SUM-

MER LEE, Congresswoman JENNIFER
MCCLELLAN, and Senator ANGELA
ALSOBROOKS.

Madam Speaker, as we celebrate
Founders’ Day in Ohio, we recommit
ourselves to the mission and the vision
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incor-
porated: Fostering economic empower-
ment, advancing education, improving
physical and mental health, promoting
international awareness, and, lastly,
engaging in political advocacy. These
values have guided us for 112 years and
will continue to light our way forward.

Let me add that I associate myself
with every word that Congresswoman
AYANNA PRESSLEY said with respect to
what we are rightly naming. When we
think about this bill being proposed, it
is really the child predator empower-
ment act. There is nothing fair or safe
about a teacher, a counselor, a non-
medical professional asking a young
child to remove their garments so they
can be inspected.
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SUPPORTING RELATIONSHIP BE-
TWEEN THE UNITED STATES
AND PUERTO RICO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Puerto Rico (Mr. HERNANDEZ) for 5
minutes. B

Mr. HERNANDEZ. Madam Speaker,
this past weekend, Venezuelan dictator
Nicolas Maduro boldly declared his in-
tention to invade and liberate Puerto
Rico.

As Puerto Rico’s Representative be-
fore the United States Government, I
want to let Mr. Maduro know an over-
whelming majority of Puerto Ricans
support a relationship of permanent
union or permanent association with
the United States, be that as a State or
as a U.S. Commonwealth.

That same overwhelming majority
also defends the right of a respectable
patriotic minority to advocate and
fight for the island’s independence
through peaceful and democratic
means. That respect for differing views
is a hallmark of our democratic values,
something Mr. Maduro clearly does not
understand.

The future of Puerto Rico will be de-
cided by Puerto Ricans in a peaceful
and democratic manner, the same way
that the future of Venezuela should be
decided by the Venezuelan people in a
peaceful and democratic manner.

I will address my constituents in
Spanish.

(Spanish translation of the state-
ment made in English is as follows:)

Este pasado fin de semana el dictador
venezolano Nicolds Maduro anuncié su
intencion de invadir y liberar a Puerto Rico.

Una mayoria abrumadora de los
puertorriquenos respalda la union o asociacion
permanente con los Estados Unidos, a través
del estatus del Estado Libre Asociado o de la
aspiracion de convertir a Puerto Rico en un
estado de la union.

Esa mayoria abrumadora respalda el dere-
cho de una minoria respetable y patridtica de
impulsar pacifica y democraticamente el dere-
cho de Puerto Rico a su independencia.

Esa tolerancia por las diferencias es uno de
los valores fundamentales de nuestra cultura
democratica, algo que Nicoas Maduro es
incapaz de comprender.

Maduro, el futuro de Puerto Rico Ilo
decidiremos pacifica y democraticamente los
puertorriquenos, asi como el futuro de Ven-
ezuela lo deben decidir pacifica vy
democraticamente los venezolanos.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Puerto Rico will provide a
translation to the Chair.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOSE
“CHA CHA” JIMENEZ

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BosT). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. GARCIA) for 5
minutes. ;

Mr. GARCIA of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to honor the life of a fight-
er for human rights, Jose ‘‘Cha Cha”
Jimenez who passed away on January
10 after a life dedicated to social jus-
tice.
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Cha Cha, as he was fondly called, was
the founder of the Young Lords, an or-
ganization created by Puerto Rican
teens with the original purpose of pro-
viding a safe space in a changing Chi-
cago.

Inspired by the writings of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Malcolm X, and Puer-
to Rican leader Pedro Albizu Campos,
Cha Cha transformed the Young Lords
from a street organization into a social
justice group to fight for equality and
freedom beyond Chicago. The move-
ment was rooted in the self-determina-
tion of Puerto Ricans on the island and
the mainland.

They organized actions against
gentrification and displacement of
Puerto Ricans in Lincoln Park, Chi-
cago. They fought against police bru-
tality and brought much needed basic
services like education, childcare, and
health services to our neighborhoods.

Cha Cha understood that the Latino
and Black communities were facing
similar struggles and forged an alli-
ance with the Black Panthers to help
underserved, low-income communities.
Soon after, they partnered with a
group of White, low-income residents
called the Young Patriots, establishing
Chicago’s Rainbow Coalition.

Cha Cha’s leadership united people of
all backgrounds to fight collectively
for a better future, and his legacy will
live on for generations to come.

May he rest in power.

HONORING THE VILLAGE OF RIVERSIDE, ILLINOIS

Mr. GARCIA of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to honor the village of Riv-
erside, Illinois, which this year cele-
brates its 1560th anniversary. Originally
called Aux Plains, this charming vil-
lage is known for its peaceful river-
banks and scenic forested areas.

On August 8, 1875, Riverside elected
its first village president and trustees.
Over the decades, it has become a
thriving community, earning the title
of: ““Village in the Forest.”

With its expansive green parkways,
iconic gaslit street lanterns, and curvi-
linear streets, the village’s charm is
matched by its distinction as a na-
tional historic landmark, a title that it
has proudly held since 1970 in part
thanks to the numerous home designs
by famous architects such as Frank
Lloyd Wright, Olmsted & Vaux,
Jenney, Sullivan, and Drummond.

We congratulate Riverside on this in-
credible milestone and look forward to
celebrating all year long.

HONORING THE LIFE OF JUAN SOLIZ

Mr. GARCIA of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to honor the life of Juan
Soliz who passed away in December of
2024. Juan was a public servant, educa-
tor, attorney, and an advocate for im-
migrants and indigenous peoples.

He served our community with pas-
sion and dedication. Born in Texas to
Mexican parents, Juan’s hard work
took him to college and later law
school in Washington State. He moved
to Chicago in 1978 to join the Legal As-
sistance Foundation and never stopped
working for the rights of immigrants
and for immigration reform.
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My friend, Juan, was the first Mexi-
can American elected to the Illinois
General Assembly in 1984. In 1987, he
became the first Mexican American to
represent Chicago’s 26th Ward as alder-
man. He uplifted voter rights and
brought Latino representation to Chi-
cago’s southwest side, and for that he
will be remembered.
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COMBATING PREVENTABLE
AMPUTATIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New Jersey (Mrs. MCIVER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. MCIVER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
announce that on Friday I was proud to
introduce the Amputation Reduction
and Compassion, or ARC, Act to help
combat preventable amputations
brought on by peripheral artery dis-
ease, also known as PAD.

The ARC Act will save lives and re-
duce amputations by ensuring high-
risk Medicare and Medicaid recipients
have access to PAD screenings at no
additional cost. Lowering costs will
allow for better screening, earlier de-
tection and treatment, and remove
cost-prohibitive barriers to care.

This bill is very special to me, as it
was first introduced by my predecessor,
the late Representative Donald Payne,
Jr. I am honored to ensure his work for
better, more accessible care and his
legacy are carried on with the ARC
Act.

With the co-leadership of Representa-
tives JONATHAN JACKSON and ROBIN
KELLY, I am proud to introduce the
ARC Act to save limbs, reduce patient
costs, and save lives.

EVERY KID IS AT RISK

Mrs. MCIVER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
object to the dangerous bill, H.R. 28,
the Protection of Women and Girls in
Sports Act of 2025, better known as the
child predator empowerment act.

As the mom of an 8-year-old little
girl who loves sports, who loves soccer,
this bill is invasive to young girls but
also dangerous to every kid. It puts
every kid at risk. Every Kkid is at risk
under this bill. I ask my colleagues to
vote ‘“‘no”’ on this bill.

———

RECOGNIZING TREMENDOUS
ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE BIDEN-
HARRIS ADMINISTRATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Ms. STEVENS) for 5 minutes.

Ms. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the tremendous
achievements of President Joe Biden,
the 46th President of the United
States.

While I could spend my time high-
lighting the nearly innumerable
achievements of his administration, I
rise to celebrate what this Nation is
today because of President Biden’s
leadership, a nation on the rise.
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President Biden and Vice President
HARRIS inherited a nation in crisis; the
greatest public health crisis in genera-
tions coupled with a threatening eco-
nomic downturn with rising costs and
high unemployment.

President Biden recognized this head-
on. He saw what our Nation needed,
and he acted with a jump-start of eco-
nomic investment to get Americans
working, moving, and innovating like
never before. Alongside congressional
leaders, he delivered for the American

people.
President Biden delivered historic in-
vestments into our communities

through the American Rescue Plan, the
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, the
CHIPS and Science Act, and the Infla-
tion Reduction Act, just to name a few.

These historic legislative packages
unleashed hundreds of billions of dol-
lars into our communities to get us
moving and growing again.

The national statistics may highlight
the breadth and depth of these historic
investments, but no place speaks bet-
ter to the generational change created
by President Biden’s leadership like
my home State of Michigan with $13
billion in infrastructure funding that
has flowed through Michigan.

Mr. Speaker, there have been 62 new
clean energy projects, and the most in
the country have been announced in
Michigan.

Over 400,000 new jobs have been cre-
ated in Michigan, so many, in fact,
that Detroit has been boasting its low-
est levels of unemployment in three
decades.

With the largest investment in the
Great Lakes in decades, nearly all
areas of concern in Michigan will be re-
mediated, including two affecting my
district: the Clinton River and the
River Rouge. Combined with historic
State-level investments, Michigan, the
home of the Flint water crisis, is offi-
cially headed to a lead-free future with
Detroit being lead-free by the end of
the decade.

As home to the Big Three auto-
makers, no place is leading the charge
to electrify our future like we are in
Michigan. We are manufacturing, we
are growing, and we are innovating.

These are stories, these are numbers
that represent the American worker.
American workers have been able to
achieve an economic reality, not just a
political wish list, because of President
Biden’s dedication and leadership.

The needs of the American worker
were heard, including seeing President
Biden be the first President to join
striking workers on a picket line in, of
course, my home State of Michigan
alongside the United Auto Workers.

It is the last week of President
Biden’s historic administration. Presi-
dent Biden is a true public servant who
has stood up every single day of his ca-
reer on behalf of the American people,
who has reached out to the next gen-
eration to make sure that we are
heard, to mentor individuals like my-
self, and who has been selfless in his
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