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to being a family of four. I thank her
again for being such an integral part of
our team.

——————

HONORING ILLINOIS POOR
PEOPLE’S CAMPAIGN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Mrs. RAMIREZ) for 56 minutes.

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Madam Speaker,
today, I rise to honor a powerful force
in the fight for justice, equality, and
true democracy, the Illinois Poor Peo-
ple’s Campaign.

In one of the wealthiest nations in
the world, the Poor People’s Campaign
dares to believe that poverty can be
eradicated. Their work continues the
legacy and vision of the Reverend Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., building a
multiracial movement to end poverty,
centering the voices of those with lived
experiences of poverty, and breaking
down barriers to full democratic par-
ticipation.

The Illinois Poor People’s Campaign
understands that democracy is too pre-
cious and too significant to leave in
the hands of those who would prioritize
the interests of the ultrawealthy cor-
porations.

I especially recognize the Illinois
Poor People’s Campaign members and
constituents of Illinois’ Third District,
Sheilah Garland-Olaniran, Joyce
Brody, and Lenny Brody. Additionally,
I recognize Illinois PPC Tri-Chairs Car-
los Rodriguez, Jessica Motsinger, and
Reverend Susan Phillips. Their unwav-
ering commitment to all of us all over
the country is inspiring and should en-
courage us to also live a life of this
kind of dedication.

On behalf of Illinois’ Third Congres-
sional District, I commend the Illinois
Poor People’s Campaign for their re-
lentless fight for justice and equality
and their efforts to ensure every person
has a say in our democracy. I thank all
of its members.

HONORING PASTOR EMMA LOZANO

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to honor Pastora Emma
Lozano of the United Lincoln Meth-
odist Church in Chicago’s Pilsen neigh-
borhood.

Born in Texas and later making Chi-
cago her home, Pastor Lozano’s life-
long commitment to advocacy has left
an undeniable mark on our commu-
nities and our Nation.

Her journey as an advocate started at
Centro de Accion Social Autonomo,
where she and her brother, Rudy
Lozano, championed immigrant worker
rights. After her brother’s tragic assas-
sination in 1983, Pastor Lozano carried
his legacy forward, channeling her
grief into action and dedicating herself
to the causes they both held dear.

In 1987, she founded Centro Sin
Fronteras, a grassroots organization
that has empowered undocumented

families, addressing critical issues such
as overcrowded schools, housing inse-
curity, police brutality, and bilingual
education.
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In 2006, Pastor Lozano and her late
husband, Reverend Walter ‘‘Slim”’
Coleman, sparked a nationwide move-
ment for our shared humanity when
they offered their church in my dis-
trict, Adalberto United Methodist
Church, as a sanctuary for a woman
who was undocumented and in need of
sanctuary, Elvira Arellano, and her
son, Saul.

Emma’s courage, faith, and tireless
work remind us of the power of com-
munity and the enduring fight for dig-
nity and equality. On behalf of Illinois’
Third Congressional District, I thank
her for her compassion. I thank her for
her dedication to creating a more just,
more compassionate world.

May this Congress learn from her—
from her dedication, from her cour-
age—and may it truly be what it says
it is, the people’s House, reminded of
our roots and reminded of our shared
humanity.

I congratulate Pastor Emma Lozano.

———————

CONGRATULATING
HIGH SCHOOL
COUNTRY TEAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CLINE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CLINE. Madam Speaker, I rise to
recognize an outstanding group of
young athletes in Virginia’s Sixth Con-
gressional District, the Broadway High
School boys cross country team, which
won the VHSL Class 3 State champion-
ship in November.

Despite online ©predictions that
showed the Gobblers losing by over 50
points, each runner clocked in at their
fastest time that day to clinch first
place with a 10-point margin over the
runners-up.

Along the way, the team also became
district and regional champs for the
first time in the school’s history. The
following team members made this vic-
tory possible: Peyton Allen, Gavin
Diehl, Grayson Jacquez, Jaiden
Nguyen, Asher Ryan, Gavin Ryman,
Cameron Shifflett, Lee Souder, and
Tristan Yoder.

Head Coach Darrell Zook and Assist-
ant Coach Michael Sheets provided
their leadership and encouragement.
Their success does not just reflect their
individual talent but also their com-
mitment to the team.

Madam Speaker, I congratulate each
runner and their coaches, families, and
supporters. Their hard work and dedi-
cation have inspired us all.

CONGRATULATING KATHRYN HA

Mr. CLINE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor an exceptional student
athlete from Salem High School and
the Roanoke Valley Governor’s School,
Kathryn Ha.

Kathryn is a two-time Virginia High
School League 4A coed State golf
champion, winning in 2022 and 2024, fin-
ishing the latter with an impressive
score of 68, 2 under par, even in chal-
lenging conditions.

She also captured the 2024 VHSL
girls open State championship and has
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been named the Virginia State Golf As-
sociation’s Junior Girls Player of the
Year for both ‘23 and ‘24.

Under the guidance of Head Coach
Blaine Hancock, Kathryn has competed
at the highest levels, including rep-
resenting the United States at the Jun-
ior Solheim Cup in Spain.

Introduced to golf by her father, Tim
Ha, she credits him with shaping her
mental game, proving that family sup-
port is invaluable.

Academically, Kathryn shines as
well, maintaining a stellar 4.377 GPA.
She plans to continue pursuing her
academic and athletic journey at Van-
derbilt University.

Kathryn’s remarkable achievements
exemplify perseverance, skill, and
sportsmanship. She serves as a role
model not just in her community but
for young athletes across our Nation. I
congratulate Kathryn.

CONGRATULATING CLARKE COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL
BOYS CROSS COUNTRY TEAM

Mr. CLINE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Clarke Coun-
ty High School boys cross country
team for their remarkable achievement
in winning the Class 2 State champion-
ship. The Eagles placed four runners in
the top 15 and scored 49 points to cap-
ture the program’s first State title
since 2009.

Seniors James Casey, Jackson Ellis,
and Aidan Kreeb each earned all-State
honors for placing in the top 10.

Sophomore Landon Horton earned a
State medal for placing in the top 15,
and sophomore Matthew Lisk rounded
out the scoring. Carter Starley and
Jonathan Hornbaker also ran for the
Clarke County boys team, and Warren
Maiberger, Brody Ellis, and Luke
LaMaster were members of the post-
season championship team.

The team is led by Coach Jeff Web-
ster, who was named the Winchester
Star Cross Country Coach of the Year
for both girls and boys. According to
Webster, the guys simply outperformed
what we thought they would do. To
place 4 runners in the top 15 was just
an exceptional effort and one that
other teams could not match.

Madam Speaker, I once again con-
gratulate the 2024 Clarke County boys
cross country team. Virginia’s Sixth
Congressional District is incredibly
proud of their accomplishment, and I
wish them continued success in the
seasons ahead.

ALLOWING WOMEN TO THRIVE IN SPORTS

Mr. CLINE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of the Protec-
tion of Women and Girls in Sports Act
of 2025.

Since 1972, Title IX has allowed
women to thrive and excel in sports na-
tionwide. This landmark legislation
has empowered countless women to
compete at the highest levels, achieve-
ments we should honor and protect.

Yet, the left has embarked on a re-
lentless campaign to rewrite Title IX,
aiming to erase the critical distinc-
tions between men and women, boys
and girls. This misguided agenda poses
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a direct threat to the very spirit of
Title IX, opening the doors for biologi-
cal males to compete in women’s
sports, thereby undermining the hard-
won accomplishments of female ath-
letes nationwide.

Let me be clear: House Republicans
will not idly stand by while the radical
left diminishes over five decades of
progress for women.

The Protection of Women and Girls
in Sports Act of 2025 is essential for en-
suring that all young women who as-
pire to play sports have the oppor-
tunity to compete fairly, preserving
fairness and protecting their achieve-
ments. We must safeguard the integ-
rity of female athletics so that young
women can succeed in sports for gen-
erations to come.

———

RISKING CHILD SAFETY TO VILIFY
TRANS KIDS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Massachusetts (Ms. PRESSLEY) for 5
minutes.

Ms. PRESSLEY. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to call out harm and hypoc-
risy. This bill, H.R. 28, is couched as a
bill that protects children when it does
the exact opposite.

Madam Speaker, this bill not only
erodes Federal protections for our kids,
but it puts the physical and emotional
safety of every child in our public
schools at risk.

Imagine that you are 8 years old, try-
ing out for the soccer team, and your
coach demands that you show them
your genitals. That is abuse. That is
exploitation. That is egregious, but it
is exactly what this Republican bill
does. It allows adults—not medical pro-
fessionals, just random adults—to de-
mand to inspect our child’s genitals
without parental consent.

As a survivor of a near-decade of
childhood sexual abuse and as a bonus
mom to a school-age daughter, I am
horrified.

To Members of Congress who support
this legislation, you are putting the
safety of children across this Nation at
risk. Why? Because you want to vilify
and harm trans Kkids, children who
should have every right to show up in
this world and live and thrive like any-
one else. You are punching down at the
most vulnerable and exacting harm on
everyone.

I would ask my colleagues: Have you
spoken to any of these children? How
about their parents? They pose no
threat to you, but you pose a threat to
them, denying them their healthcare,
isolating them from their friends, cre-
ating conditions for bullying and even
suicidal ideation.

You are posing a threat to every
child who wants to step onto a soccer
field or pick up a softball bat in this
country.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘no”” and to speak out
in strong opposition to this disgusting,
predatory bill that does nothing to
keep a single child safe.
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WE NEED CLEMENCY

Ms. PRESSLEY. Madam Speaker, for
too long, our Nation’s criminal legal
system has been wrought with sys-
temic injustices and biases and has
prioritized cruelty at the expense of re-
habilitation and justice. That is why
we have a mass incarceration crisis.

Nearly one in two adults in America
has had an incarcerated loved one.
Today, in the name of all who have felt
the injustices of the carceral state, we
are standing united to call on Presi-
dent Biden to use his clemency powers
to release people from prison and re-
unite them with their families.

There are mothers like Michelle
West, who 1is incarcerated for the
crimes of her abuser; brothers like
Charles Ellis, Jr., from my district, the
Massachusetts Seventh, who had inef-
fective assistance of counsel when he
committed a crime at the age of 19; and
sons like Ismael Lira, who was sen-
tenced to life in prison for a nonviolent
cannabis charge.

Madam Speaker, why is anyone still
incarcerated for cannabis?

With nearly 1 million people behind
bars, more people per capita than any
other country, it is time for clemency
to put the United States on a path to-
ward ending mass incarceration.

Locked in cages are people who pose
no threat to public safety: the elderly,
disabled, and chronically ill; those who
were wrongly convicted; and people
serving time under outdated sen-
tencing laws.

It is the height of hypocrisy to claim
they are a risk to public safety when
they are the very people at this mo-
ment that we are trusting to keep the
public safe. Eight hundred incarcerated
men are fighting wildfires in California
for $56 a day, only to return to a jail cell
at night. During the pandemic, these
same people were making hand sani-
tizer.

President Biden has the power to
save their lives. That is what this mo-
ment demands, and we are grateful for
his leadership. We need action. We need
compassion. We need clemency.

CELEBRATING HAITIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY

Ms. PRESSLEY. Madam Speaker,
this weekend in my district, the Massa-
chusetts Seventh, community members
came together to celebrate Haitian
Independence Day. There was much
soup joumou, freedom soup, that was
consumed.

On January 1, 1804, Haiti became the
first free Black republic, declaring
independence for all people from colo-
nial rule and enslavement.

This weekend also marks 15 years
since a devastating earthquake killed
thousands and destroyed hundreds of
thousands of homes on the island.
These anniversaries encapsulate the
values of the Haitian people: resistance
and resilience.

The Republic of Haiti continues to
experience heightened violence and po-
litical instability, which is why, as co-
chair of the House Haiti Caucus, I con-
tinue to advocate for humanitarian aid
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to our ally, TPS for migrants, strategic
trade partnerships for economic pros-
perity, and an end to deportations to
Haiti.

Even with just a few days remaining
in the Biden-Harris administration, we
must prioritize stability for Haitians
on the island and in the United States.

———
O 1045
DOGE CAUCUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Iowa (Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam
Speaker, I rise today, proud to an-
nounce that I have joined the bipar-
tisan Congressional DOGE Caucus.
This important initiative is focused on
bringing much needed efficiency to the
Federal Government and reducing
wasteful spending that burdens tax-
payers.

As an Iowan, I know that every dol-
lar counts. Many of my constituents
are living paycheck to paycheck, while
unelected bureaucrats in Washington
continue to waste taxpayer dollars.
That is why I am excited to work
alongside leaders like Vivek
Ramaswamy and Elon Musk who bring
a business-minded approach to reform-
ing government operations.

The national debt has now surpassed
$36 trillion. Since 2003, $2.7 trillion in
improper payments have been made by
Federal agencies. The DOGE Caucus
will work tirelessly to address this
issue, streamline operations, and en-
sure the government is working more
effectively and efficiently for all Amer-
icans.

I look forward to collaborating with
my colleagues and advancing President
Trump’s agenda to rein in wasteful
spending while we work efficiently to
provide services and protect taxpayer
dollars.

PROTECTING WOMEN AND GIRLS IN SPORTS

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam
Speaker, I rise in strong support of the
Protection of Women and Girls in
Sports Act which was introduced by
Representative STEUBE.

In the last term, the House passed
this bill as well, but it was not taken
up by the Senate. This critical legisla-
tion ensures that only biological
women and girls can participate in ath-
letic programs designed for their sex at
birth, preserving fairness and integrity
in women’s sports.

For decades, Title IX has worked to
provide equal opportunities for women
in education and athletics. This bill re-
affirms that commitment by clarifying
that sex is determined by an individ-
ual’s chromosomal expression at birth.

As a physician and a scientist, the
science indicates that males, especially
after puberty, have greater and longer
striated muscle mass which means
they run faster, swim faster, and jump
higher. They also have greater cardiac
volume and greater lung volume which
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