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work, and her poise throughout the en-
tire competition. She has carried her-
self with grace and determination, in-
spiring the next generation of talented 
artists. 

While this chapter of ‘‘The Voice’’ 
may have ended, I have no doubt the 
next chapter of a long and successful 
career is ahead of Sydney. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of all 
western New York, I thank and con-
gratulate Sydney for sharing her voice. 

b 1015 

REMEMBERING CORNELIUS J. KEANE 

Mr. KENNEDY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in remembrance of 
Cornelius J. Keane, whose life was de-
fined by service, family, and enduring 
dedication to our community. 

As someone who was blessed to call 
him a friend, I can tell you Neil’s love 
for his family was matched only by his 
unwavering dedication to serving our 
community, a calling he fulfilled with 
distinction throughout his remarkable 
career. 

A Buffalo native, Neil’s career with 
the Buffalo Fire Department spanned 
nearly four decades, where he rose to 
the position of commissioner, embody-
ing courage and leadership every step 
of the way. As commissioner, he led 
with compassion and integrity, always 
putting the needs of others first, and 
setting a standard of excellence for 
those who followed in his footsteps. 

Throughout his decades of service to 
the Buffalo Fire Department, Neil dedi-
cated himself to protecting the safety 
and well-being of the community he 
loved, the City of Good Neighbors. 

Neil’s work extended far beyond the 
firehouse. His commitment to Buffalo 
was evident in his efforts to make the 
city a safer, stronger, and better place 
for all its residents. 

He was a proud member of the Buf-
falo Professional Firefighters Associa-
tion Local 282, the Ancient Order of Hi-
bernians, and the East Coast Retired 
Firefighters Association. He was a de-
voted fan of the Buffalo Bills, the Buf-
falo Sabres, and the New York Yan-
kees. 

Neil’s life was an inspiration to all 
who had the privilege of knowing him, 
and his legacy will live on through the 
many lives that he touched. 

Neil was a loving husband to his wife 
of 54 years, Ellen; a devoted father to 
Sheila, Bob, and Terry; and a cherished 
papa to his beloved grandchildren. He 
was one of 16 children and had a deep 
commitment to the values instilled in 
him as a member of the Keane family. 
That sense of duty guided his extraor-
dinary legacy of work and public serv-
ice. 

May we all take inspiration from 
Neil’s devotion to his family, his stead-
fast service to our community, and his 
unwavering commitment to making 
the world a better place. May he rest in 
peace. 

CALIFORNIA RESTRICTIONS ON 
GAS VEHICLES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, this 
morning I highlight a piece of legisla-
tion I intend to cosponsor that is spon-
sored by the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. JOYCE), my good colleague. 
It is known as the Preserving Choice in 
Vehicle Purchases Act. 

The bill aims to prevent the U.S. 
EPA from issuing Clean Air Act waiv-
ers that would enable State-level bans 
or restrictions on gas and diesel vehi-
cles. This bill would ensure that Amer-
icans can select vehicles based on their 
individual needs and financial situa-
tions without undue government inter-
ference. 

My home State of California is once 
again leading on the wrong things. The 
agency called the California Air Re-
sources Board is intending to ban the 
sale of gas and diesel-powered cars, 
trucks, and SUVs by 2035, only 10 
model years from now. 

Now, who the heck is CARB, espe-
cially since this has far-reaching ef-
fects across the rest of the country? 
There are six or seven other States 
that are seeking to emulate what 
CARB is doing. 

This regulation seeks to force a tran-
sition to electric vehicles regardless of 
their affordability, availability, or 
practicality for many residents and 
families. The Biden administration 
EPA has granted the necessary waiver 
very recently at the end of this era, al-
lowing CARB to enforce this mandate 
at the State of California level, which 
sets a precedent that can lead to simi-
lar bans in other States across the 
country. Believe me, it will happen. 
Several other States are already look-
ing at this. 

You end up with the manufacturers 
having to produce two different types 
of vehicles for this State or that State, 
making them more expensive, and 
heaven knows the difficulty that is 
producing electric vehicles anyway. 

Rural Americans and rural Califor-
nians face long commutes and rely 
heavily on reliable, affordable vehicles. 
I represent a very rural area. There are 
people who are afraid to take electric 
vehicles very far with the inability to 
know if they can charge them and 
make it back. 

The mandate poses significant finan-
cial challenges, as EVs remain more 
expensive than their gas- and diesel- 
powered counterparts. They have more 
expensive tires, and they are harder to 
get parts for, among other things. 

There is a very, very limited charg-
ing infrastructure. The fact that the 
Biden administration has put aside bil-
lions for charging stations and only 
built about seven or eight in the whole 
country over the last 3 years shows 
that it is very impractical. 

EVs are an unviable option for many. 
The mandate would not only increase 

the cost of living for individuals and 
families but reduce transportation op-
tions for many rural residents and even 
urban residents that maybe have a car 
that is already paid for that they 
would soon see they wouldn’t have the 
ability to keep. Additionally, part of 
the mandate is quietly eliminating 
fueling stations, making fuel more ex-
pensive, and making fuel harder to 
produce. In my home State of Cali-
fornia and the country, when they ban 
the pipeline coming from Canada, it 
makes fuel harder to get. It is coming 
from all edges. Taxing people out of 
this is part of their goal. 

Of course, the power grid of my home 
State, California, is already struggling 
to deliver electricity to meet existing 
energy demands, with the currently 
frequent blackouts and energy short-
ages. We have these blackouts in my 
part of the State, and we are starting 
to see them in southern California with 
the unfortunate massive suffering 
going on due to the wildfires. They 
have to preemptively shut off the 
power to particular areas if they think 
the wind is going to blow too hard and 
cause foliage to blow off trees, shrubs, 
and whatever onto the power lines and 
cause an outage or a blackout and, 
therefore, a fire along with it, as has 
happened many times in my district. 

Mandating this shift to electric vehi-
cles would place additional strain on 
the grid, leading to more outages and 
much higher energy costs. California 
has not demonstrated the capacity to 
expand the grid infrastructure. Indeed, 
they are tearing down dams in my dis-
trict—and they have their eye on 
more—that make clean, CO2-free hy-
droelectric power. The grid gets even 
tighter due to this. This raises serious 
concerns about the feasibility of this 
mandate, yet they force it forward. 

The practicality of converting to all 
these electric vehicles, as well as the 
appliances that California, Biden, and 
others are trying to do with electric 
stoves, water heaters, and all that, 
means where are the materials and the 
minerals going to come from to 
produce these electric appliances and 
vehicles. 

We can’t mine as it is. On average, it 
takes 29 years to build a copper mine in 
this country. Are we going to import it 
all? Are we going to have poor kids and 
slave labor in other countries continue 
to supply us so we can be pristine? 

CARB’s members are not actually di-
rectly accountable to the public. The 
resources board is appointed by the 
Governor. They don’t have to answer to 
anybody, and they frequently don’t. We 
have a direct threat to consumer 
choice. 

Indeed, this is what Governor 
Newsom wants us to have, fires that 
burn out our vehicles. We need to have 
him stand aside and let President 
Trump lead the way on allowing us to 
have our vehicles. 
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FEDERAL TAKEOVER OF SPORTS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Massachusetts (Mrs. TRAHAN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mrs. TRAHAN. Madam Speaker, 
House Republicans have a big vote 
planned for today. Now, I wish I was 
talking about a bill that will lower 
costs for hardworking families or help 
more Americans buy a home, the issues 
that so many people told us mattered 
most to them in the 2024 election. 

However, instead, in just their second 
week of power, House Republicans have 
chosen to vote on a Federal takeover of 
sports at all levels. To justify this 
power grab, my colleagues across the 
aisle are preying on the legitimate con-
cerns that some people have about 
transgender athletes in women’s 
sports. 

For the vast majority of those folks, 
many of them parents, their concerns 
don’t come from a place of hate. They 
come from a place of worry about the 
safety of their daughters and the fair-
ness of their sport. 

Now, as the only woman in Congress 
who played Division I sports in college, 
I know how critical it is that we ensure 
that sports are safe and fair above all 
else. That is all any athlete wants, to 
know that if they put in the hard work 
and the training necessary, they are 
going to have a fair shot on game day. 

As the mom of two young daughters, 
who I cheer on from the bleachers 
every weekend, I know that parents 
want their kids to be able to enjoy the 
game they love. After all, we know how 
important sports can be to children’s 
development. They give the chance to 
build confidence, learn teamwork, and 
develop lifelong friendships. 

That is why, like parents and ath-
letes across our country, I have long 
placed my trust in the governing bod-
ies of sports, the experts who have 
dedicated their lives to these games, to 
create fair and responsible rules for 
participation. 

Despite what the authors of this leg-
islation have said, many of those orga-
nizations have already updated their 
rules to ensure fairness and safety in 
their sports. That includes the inter-
national authorities overseeing track 
and field, boxing, cycling, swimming, 
and rugby, just to name a few. These 
organizations, many led by former ath-
letes, worked with scientists, athletic 
federations, and human rights organi-
zations to craft thoughtful, evidence- 
based rules, including those governing 
participation in the Paris Olympics 
last summer. 

Don’t get me wrong, Madam Speaker. 
I recognize that there is more work to 
be done, but why in the world would we 
let insincere, attention-seeking politi-
cians here in Washington, many of 
whom know little to nothing about 
competitive sports, take over? It 
doesn’t make any sense. 

However, that is exactly what my 
Republican colleagues are going to do 
today, inject themselves into decisions 

they have no business making. In fact, 
if you listen to them, they would have 
you think that a transgender woman in 
college, who may have transitioned 
after puberty and may present physical 
advantages over her opponent, is the 
same as a 10-year-old girl who just 
wants to play soccer on the weekends 
with her friends. 

However, those two situations aren’t 
the same at all, and the consequences 
of that approach will be devastating: 
girls as young as 4 years old being sub-
jected to invasive lines of questioning 
about their bodies and even physical 
inspections by an adult, a stranger, a 
predator all because some creep ac-
cuses them of not being a girl. What 
parent would want to put their daugh-
ter through that? I know I wouldn’t. 

Madam Speaker, we won’t be able to 
find common ground on this issue 
today, but this debate has made one 
thing abundantly clear: Members of 
Congress are the last people who 
should decide who gets to play sports 
in America. That responsibility be-
longs where it always has, to the orga-
nizations whose mission it is to protect 
the fairness, the safety, and the integ-
rity of their sports. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no’’ on 
the GOP’s child predator empowerment 
act. 

f 

BLIZZARDS DON’T CLOSE THE BIG 
FIRST 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. MANN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MANN. Madam Speaker, last 
week in the Nation’s Capital, 6.8 inches 
of snow closed Federal office buildings. 
Nearly 1,300 miles away in Kansas, bliz-
zards brought more than 18 inches of 
snowfall to parts of the Big First Dis-
trict. Farmers, ranchers, and ag pro-
ducers in the Big First didn’t have the 
luxury of closing down for the week. 
When you answer the call to feed, fuel, 
and clothe the world, you are required 
to show up, even when the tempera-
tures are far below freezing. 

My congressional district is one of 
the top agricultural producing districts 
in the country. It is home to more than 
60,000 farms along with farmers, ranch-
ers, feedlot managers, dairies, nutri-
tionists, veterinarians, ethanol pro-
ducers, ag lenders, and agribusiness 
owners who bring the agricultural eco-
system to life. 

When the snow piles and the tem-
peratures refuse to rise past freezing, 
these men and women don’t get a 
break. They throw on their warm lay-
ers, and they get the job done. Those of 
us in agriculture understand full well 
that Mother Nature is not a reliable 
business partner. 

At the end of October, much of my 
district was still navigating dry to se-
vere drought conditions. On top of 
navigating an already challenging farm 
year, these droughts severely squeezed 
margins for farmers and ranchers. 

Approximately 2 months later, Moth-
er Nature changed course once again 

with more than a foot of snow. In true 
Kansas fashion, families and neighbors 
came together to help one another in 
time of need. Kansans helped move 
snow to ensure livestock could still be 
watered and fed. Kansans helped move 
calves to make sure that they were 
warm after they were born, so they 
could get to a place to be properly fed 
and nourished in negative tempera-
tures. 

Kansans stayed up through the night 
to make sure livestock had a chance of 
surviving or to guarantee that their 
equipment was ready to go by sunrise 
the next morning. 

Why on Earth would anyone do this, 
Madam Speaker? 

It is a special calling that many fam-
ilies in my district have answered. In a 
world where Instacart and Amazon 
Fresh can deliver groceries to your 
door in nearly an hour if you are in an 
urban area, it can be easy to forget 
that our food doesn’t just come from 
the grocery store shelf. It comes from 
the men and women who work tire-
lessly day in and day out to answer the 
call to feed, clothe, and fuel the world. 

On days with lots of extreme weather 
like we saw last week, these men and 
women bust their backs to ensure that 
we can still have food on our plates 
when the storms are long gone. It can 
often be a thankless job. 

On behalf of Kansas and the Nation, I 
thank these brave men and women for 
keeping us fueled, clothed, and fed. 
Their tireless efforts do not go unno-
ticed. We are deeply grateful for their 
efforts to feed a hungry world. 

b 1030 

RECOGNIZING SARAH HENRY 
Mr. MANN. Madam Speaker, agri-

culture is the heart of the First Dis-
trict of Kansas. It is our lifeblood. 

When I built my team in the District, 
it was important for me to find some-
one who knew agriculture and would 
fight for the farmers, ranchers, and ag-
ricultural producers of Kansas. Sarah 
Henry was the perfect choice. 

As a graduate with a degree in agri-
cultural education from Iowa State 
University, Sarah moved to Wash-
ington, D.C., where she worked in sev-
eral congressional offices and for the 
National Corn Growers Association. 

It was during her time in the Na-
tion’s Capital that she met her now- 
husband, Dalton, and the two moved 
back to Dalton’s old stomping grounds 
in Randolph, Kansas. The move back to 
the Plains allowed Sarah to serve as 
my district ag director and later as my 
district director. 

This month, Sarah will begin a more 
part-time role with the Kansas Asso-
ciation of Wheat Growers so she can 
focus on her two precious sons, Samuel 
and Abraham. 

I thank Sarah for leading our district 
team well, for being an incredible advo-
cate and friend, and for caring about 
Kansas. 

Audrey and I are excited for her in 
this next chapter of life as she adjusts 
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