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Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I remind 

many of my constituents in the 12th 
Congressional District that I hear you 
and I understand the pain and the fear 
that you all are going through as you 
continue to hear about the $880 billion 
in Medicaid cuts. 

The budget proposal, that over-
whelmingly on party lines Republicans 
supported, cuts the very health cov-
erage for those that only use it for 
long-term care. Families and parents 
that have a child with disabilities and 
special needs rely heavily on this. 

I remind you all, the Trump adminis-
tration continues to really attack the 
values that we have in regard to taking 
care of our most vulnerable. However, 
shredding the Constitution—that is 
what I kept really seeing as I contin-
ued to watch the joint address. He is il-
legally dismantling—I say illegally, 
not me, but the judges continue to say 
that it is illegal—dismantling Federal 
agencies that we have authorized to 
provide services for our families. 

Mr. Speaker, I remind folks that 60 
percent of Americans live paycheck to 
paycheck. In Michigan, 2.6 million resi-
dents have Medicaid. We have got to 
stick with the people, not the billion-
aires. 

f 

WE NEED THE DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION 

(Ms. BONAMICI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, it is all 
over the news this morning. 

In just a few hours, it is expected 
that Donald Trump will sign an execu-
tive order to shut down the Depart-
ment of Education. I condemn that in 
the strongest possible terms. 

This will slash support for students 
with disabilities, undermine schools in 
rural communities, and also eliminate 
the civil rights protections that people 
fought and died for. 

This executive order will be an ille-
gal and unconstitutional abuse of 
power. An act of Congress created the 
Department of Education and only an 
act of Congress can dismantle it, and 
we will fight that. 

Last month, I introduced H. Res. 94 
in defense of public education. We have 
more than 80 colleagues on that resolu-
tion. I want everyone to join us in sign-
ing that. Do not let them bulldoze our 
public education system. 

They are going to try to justify it by 
saying we have to return authority to 
States and local school boards, but 
they already have the authority. The 
Department of Education and the Fed-
eral Government don’t set curriculum. 
They don’t decide how many kids are 
in each class. What the Department of 
Education does is it protects civil 
rights, gives support to students who 
are low income and students with dis-
abilities. 

Mr. Speaker, we will fight the efforts 
to defund this important work. If we 
can’t legislate, we will litigate, but we 
will not back down. 

HONORING SYLVESTER TURNER: A 
FRIEND, A COLLEAGUE, AND A 
CONFIDANT 

(Mr. FIELDS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FIELDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today with a heavy heart in honor of 
my friend, my colleague, and my con-
fidant, Sylvester Turner. 

It is not often one gets the oppor-
tunity to serve alongside of a person 
like Sylvester Turner, one of the finest 
public servants this Nation has ever 
known. 

Each and every day, we worked in 
this Chamber and sat side by side, cen-
ter aisle, row five, seat one and two. I 
called him Mr. Mayor. 

Sylvester’s brilliance was in crafting 
policy that served the underrep-
resented and became an inspiration to 
me. After storms devastated his region, 
we stood shoulder to shoulder, fighting 
for disaster relief funds, building recov-
ery plans that now protect millions. 

As mayor, he transformed Houston’s 
infrastructure, expanded economic op-
portunity, and navigated the city 
through unprecedented challenges with 
grace and determination. 

In our private moments, Sylvester 
would say things like: Cleo, let me just 
tell you, we are not here for titles. We 
are here for the people who will never 
walk these Halls. That was the meas-
ure of an extraordinary man. 

As I remember my friend, he was not 
only just an accomplished legislator 
and mayor, but a man whose friendship 
and dedication made America a better 
place for all of us. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PAUL TAZEWELL 

(Mrs. SYKES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
rise to recognize Mr. Paul Tazewell as 
Ohio’s 13th Congressional District 
Champion of the Week for winning an 
Academy Award for his costume design 
work in the movie ‘‘Wicked.’’ 

Paul’s first Academy Award will join 
a crowded trophy case that contains an 
American Cinematheque Award and a 
British Academy Film Award, both for 
his costume design in ‘‘Wicked.’’ He 
also won Critics Choice and Costume 
Designers Guild Awards for his work on 
the film. 

While this is Paul’s first win at the 
Oscars, he was also nominated for cos-
tume design in the 2022 film adaptation 
of the ‘‘West Side Story.’’ 

Paul, a 1982 Buchtel High School 
graduate, proudly acknowledged during 
his acceptance speech that he is the 
first Black man to win an Oscar for 
costume design, to a resounding crowd 
and a standing ovation. I don’t know if 
he could hear us while he was up on 
stage, but our entire community in 
Akron was standing up and cheering 
him on when we heard his name called. 

He later shared, ‘‘I have evolved into 
that inspiring figure that I had been 
longing to emulate as a developing de-
signer. I receive this beautiful recogni-
tion with immense pride and I dedicate 
it to everyone who has the dream to 
fly.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I, again, congratulate 
Paul Tazewell on this amazing accom-
plishment. He has certainly made our 
community proud, and he is a shining 
example of why Ohio’s 13th Congres-
sional District is the birthplace of 
champions. 

f 

FIGHTING FOR OUR VETERANS 

(Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, my Pennsylvania district is 
home to more than 32,000 veterans, 
many of whom rely on physical and 
mental health care from three VA med-
ical centers: Lebanon in Berks County, 
Coatesville in West Norriton, and 
Philadelphia for Montgomery County. 

Yet, because of President Trump, the 
VA, which cares for more than 9 mil-
lion veterans nationwide, has been 
gravely weakened. Already in 
Coatesville and Philadelphia, they 
were forced to rescind job offers to phy-
sicians and to lay off administrative 
and clerical staff. 

The Trump administration has jeop-
ardized care, putting lives and health 
at risk. Many of the brave men and 
women who serve in our Armed Forces 
continue to serve our Nation in the ci-
vilian workforce, including in the VA. 

So far, 1,400 employees have been dis-
missed and an internal memo shows 
80,000 more to come—the firing of 80,000 
VA workers. 

DOGE and this incompetent, chaotic 
administration are breaking our most 
sacred promise to our veterans. They 
fought for us; we must fight for them. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS ARE 
YOUR HARD-EARNED BENEFITS 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, my mes-
sage today is an alert for Social Secu-
rity recipients. Pay attention to what 
billionaire Elon Musk is doing with 
your hard-earned Social Security bene-
fits. 

Musk is coming after your Social Se-
curity. The top administrator of the 
Social Security administration says 
that Musk’s DOGE boys are trying to 
break the system entirely. That will 
stop your hard-earned benefits from 
reaching seniors and eligible recipi-
ents. 

Social Security benefits are your 
hard-earned benefits. They don’t be-
long to billionaire Elon Musk. Ameri-
cans work hard to earn their Social Se-
curity retirement and be secure as they 
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age. Social Security has been around 
since Franklin Roosevelt created the 
program nearly 100 years ago. 

Social Security accounts are yours, 
and it is a sacrilege to do anything to 
disturb them. You might think about 
President Trump; he inherited all of 
his money. He didn’t have to work. 

Mr. Speaker, we have to do every-
thing possible to protect Social Secu-
rity for the millions and millions of 
Americans who deserve those earned 
benefits, and no one should lie about 
them and say that they are in trouble. 
They are 99.8 percent delivered. They 
are 99.8 percent perfect. It is almost a 
perfect score. Don’t believe what the 
President said down on this floor just a 
few days ago. We are here to protect 
Social Security benefits. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair. 

f 

REMEMBERING REPRESENTATIVE 
SYLVESTER TURNER 

(Mr. BELL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
with a heavy heart to remember our 
colleague, Representative Sylvester 
Turner. My colleague previously dis-
cussed his policy accomplishments, but 
I will take this from a different angle. 

If I had to rank my freshmen col-
leagues, respectfully, by kindness and 
decency, Sylvester Turner would have 
won in a landslide. He had a warmth 
about him, whether you were a con-
stituent, a colleague, or just someone 
passing by. He didn’t serve for recogni-
tion. He did it because he wanted to 
make people’s lives better. 

Representative Turner made this a 
better place, through his work and 
through the way he treated people. Be-
fore Congress, he served as the mayor 
of Houston, leading with the same 
heart and dedication that defined his 
life. 

Losing him reminds us to appreciate 
the people around us. Today, let’s take 
a moment to reflect, to check in on one 
another, and in this House and in 
houses across this Nation, let’s carry 
forward the kindness and service that 
define Sylvester’s life. 

f 

THE ACTIONS OF THIS ADMINIS-
TRATION WILL ACTUALLY RAISE 
COSTS FOR EVERY AMERICAN 

(Mr. SUBRAMANYAM asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, 
this week’s address to Congress was 
one of the longest addresses to Con-
gress ever, yet there was no real plan 
or blueprint for how we are actually 
going to lower costs. 

We heard a lot about Greenland and 
golden tickets and something about 
Mars, but we didn’t actually hear 

about lowering costs because the ac-
tions of this administration will actu-
ally raise costs for every American. 

If you cut Medicaid, for instance, not 
only will you cut off care for millions, 
it will raise the healthcare premiums 
of every American, not just the ones on 
Medicaid. Health costs will go up. 

If you fire half the people who admin-
ister Social Security and undermine it 
for our seniors, costs will go up. If you 
continue the brain drain in our govern-
ment and fire Federal workers who pro-
tect consumers or do critical safety or 
health research, you will make us less 
safe and costs will go up. 

Mr. Speaker, this administration’s 
policies will directly lead to costs 
going up for all families. Americans de-
serve better. 

f 

b 1130 

REMEMBERING LARRY GERSTNER 

(Mr. TAYLOR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to remember the life of Larry 
Gerstner, an outstanding businessman 
who was well loved by his community 
and spent his life in service to it. 

Larry was born in Columbus, Ohio, 
and grew up on a small farm in Hill-
iard. Earning a bachelor’s degree in 
civil engineering from the University 
of Cincinnati, Larry joined the Peace 
Corps in 1971 and spent 3 years in 
Tonga constructing the main island’s 
road and country’s first jet field. 

Upon returning to the States, Larry 
was elected Hocking County Engineer 
in 1976 and later served as a board 
member for the Hocking Hills Tourism 
Association. 

Larry created numerous businesses 
that grew Hocking County’s tourism 
industry, most known for the Colum-
bus Washboard Company, the very last 
maker of washboards in the United 
States. One of his incredible wash-
boards is displayed in my office for 
Ohioans to enjoy, similar to this one 
that I hold in my hand today. 

After an 18-year fight with cancer, 
with his devoted wife, Joyce, by his 
side, Larry passed away in February of 
2025. Larry will be dearly missed in 
Hocking County and across Ohio, but 
the legacy of his life of service will 
continue. 

f 

TARIFFS WHACK TRUMP VOTERS 

(Mr. LATIMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publicans are trumpeting the dawn of a 
golden age of economic growth. How-
ever, this week, The Wall Street Jour-
nal had an editorial, ‘‘Trump’s Tariffs 
Whack Trump Voters’’ with a subhead 
of ‘‘Whatever happened to GOP concern 
for the working class?’’ 

The Wall Street Journal said: ‘‘Presi-
dent Trump won the Presidency a sec-
ond time by promising working-class 
voters he’d lift their real incomes. 
Which makes it all the more puzzling 
that he’s so intent on imposing tariffs 
that will punish those same Ameri-
cans.’’ 

The Wall Street Journal said: ‘‘Tar-
iffs are taxes, and Mr. Trump’s latest 
tariffs are estimated to be about an an-
nual $150 billion tax increase. Taxes are 
antigrowth. That is the message inves-
tors are sending this week since Mr. 
Trump let his 25 percent tariffs on Can-
ada and Mexico take effect.’’ 

The Wall Street Journal said: ‘‘Brace 
for higher prices on berries, bell pep-
pers, and . . . beer. Target CEO Brian 
Cornell told CNBC . . . that tariffs on 
Mexico may force the company to raise 
prices on fruits and vegetables.’’ 

The Wall Street Journal said all of 
these things, Mr. Speaker. I couldn’t 
have said it better myself. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LINCOLN HIGH 
SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM 

(Mr. VARGAS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Lincoln High 
School football team on winning their 
second State title in 3 years. This was 
a huge achievement, but it is even 
more amazing when you consider what 
this team had to overcome to get 
there. 

The Hornets spent their entire season 
on the road, after their field was 
deemed unsafe due to water damage. 
The team boarded buses and traveled 
to every single practice. They never 
played a home game. 

Despite these obstacles, this team 
never gave up. They demonstrated re-
silience, grit, and teamwork, and to-
gether they brought home the State 
championship. 

Congratulations again to the Lincoln 
High School football team. All the in-
credible players and coaches have made 
our entire district and city proud. 

f 

REMEMBERING DR. HAZEL NELL 
DUKES 

(Ms. CLARKE of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today with a heavy 
heart. Only days ago, New York State 
and our Nation lost a giant, an icon 
with the passing of Dr. Hazel Nell 
Dukes. 

I have known Dr. Dukes for most of 
my life, and I consider it one of my 
greatest blessings to have called her 
my friend, mentor, soror, Link Sister, 
and inspiration. 

When we look back on Dr. Dukes’ re-
markable life, we will remember her 
tireless advocacy and work to further 
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