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RECOGNIZING THE SEMICENTEN-

NIAL OF THE WOOD COUNTY 
COMMITTEE ON AGING 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2025 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to cel-
ebrate the Semicentennial of the Wood Coun-
ty Committee on Aging. For five decades, the 
Committee has been dedicated to service, 
community, and care for all seniors in Wood 
County. The hard work and spirit shown by 
staff at the Committee have made it possible 
for countless older adults to remain inde-
pendent and improve their quality of life. 

Founded in 1975, the Wood County Com-
mittee on Aging was established to provide 
comprehensive services to the county’s sen-
iors. These services have grown over the dec-
ades to include programs for home-delivered 
meals, medical transportation, health and 
wellness initiatives, caregiver support, and 
much more. With senior centers across the 
county, the Committee has been able to help 
elderly adults and their families navigate the 
challenges that can arise while aging. 

Mr. Speaker, by celebrating the Fiftieth An-
niversary of the Wood County Committee on 
Aging, the county can recognize the out-
standing achievements of the staff and pride 
the patrons have for their senior centers. I 
congratulate the Committee on Aging on this 
momentous milestone. I thank them for all 
they do for our county’s seniors. 

f 

HONORING MR. DAVID CATTLER 
FOR OVER 30 YEARS OF FED-
ERAL SERVICE 

HON. EUGENE SIMON VINDMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2025 

Mr. VINDMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. David Cattler for his extraordinary 
career and over 30 years of federal service to 
our country. Mr. Cattler is set to retire from the 
Defense Counterintelligence and Security 
Agency (DCSA) on September 30th. 

Mr. Cattler began his journey at the U.S. 
Naval Academy, where he earned a Bachelor 
of Science in Political Science and then going 
on to earn a Master of Policy Management 
from Georgetown University. He is also a 
graduate of the National Intelligence Univer-
sity, the US Naval War College, and was a 
Senior Fellow at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology’s Seminar XXI: Foreign Politics, 
International Relations and the National Inter-
est. 

His career in public service began as a 
naval surface warfare officer, where he served 
aboard two Aegis cruisers, USS Antietam and 
USS Chancellorsville, and ashore as a military 
and civilian officer with the Office of Naval In-
telligence. 

Throughout the years, Mr. Cattler has held 
many prestigious positions. He served as the 
Assistant Secretary General for Intelligence 
and Security at NATO, where he played a key 
role in shaping and securing critical NATO de-
cision-making. He also served as Deputy As-
sistant to the President for Regional Affairs 

within the National Security Council, helping to 
coordinate national policy. Additionally, he pro-
vided critical advising as a senior advisor to 
the Director of National Intelligence in various 
roles, including Chairman of the National Intel-
ligence Management Council, National Intel-
ligence Manager for the Near East, and Prin-
cipal Deputy National Intelligence Officer for 
Military Issues. 

Throughout his career he has been recog-
nized by numerous national and international 
awards, including the Joint Distinguished Civil-
ian Service Award; the Order of the Cross of 
Terra Mariana of Estonia (Third Class); the Of-
ficer’s Cross of the Order of Merit of Poland; 
the Order of Prince Yaroslav the Wise of 
Ukraine (Fifth Degree); the Order of Merit of 
the Ministry of Defence of Estonia (Second 
Class); Medal of Noble Partner of the Ministry 
of Defence of Georgia; Medal of Honorary 
Recognition of the Ministry of Defence of Lat-
via; Medal of the Defense Intelligence Service 
of Lithuania; Medal of Partnership of the For-
eign Intelligence Service of Ukraine; the DNI 
Distinguished Service Award; the DIA Direc-
tor’s Award; 2020 Distinguished Alumni Award 
of the Amphitheater School District (Tucson, 
Ariz.); Navy Commendation Medal (with one 
gold star); Joint Service Achievement Medal; 
Navy Achievement Medal (with one gold star); 
and the Coast Guard Achievement Medal. 

I want to personally extend my deepest 
gratitude to Mr. Cattler for over 30 years of 
service to our country. His unwavering com-
mitment to national security has shaped our 
entire nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating Mr. Cattler’s remarkable legacy 
and authentic leadership. We are grateful for 
his leadership, courage, and vision. 

f 

HONORING MATT AND MORGAN 
YEAKLEY 

HON. CHUCK EDWARDS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2025 

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Matt Yeakley, and his wife Morgan, 
for their extraordinary service and leadership 
during the aftermath of Hurricane Helene in 
Marshall, North Carolina. 

When Hurricane Helene struck, downtown 
Marshall was left heavily damaged, with 
streets blocked, buildings impacted, and the 
community in urgent need of coordination and 
support. From the very first morning after the 
storm, Matt and Morgan stepped forward with-
out hesitation to organize and lead the town’s 
volunteer cleanup efforts. Matt focused on 
heavy equipment and debris cleanup, while 
Morgan coordinated volunteers and addressed 
medical needs. 

Drawing on their leadership skills and deep 
knowledge of the community, Matt and Mor-
gan quickly established a volunteer coordina-
tion hub in front of the courthouse. They iden-
tified critical areas needing attention, orga-
nized volunteers into specialized teams, and 
ensured every person, local or visiting, had a 
meaningful role to play in the recovery. 

Their calm demeanor and logistical effi-
ciency transformed a chaotic and uncertain sit-
uation into a coordinated, effective response. 
The safety and productivity of every cleanup 

crew were always a priority. Volunteers from 
across the region praised Matt and his wife for 
their clarity, professionalism, and kindness. 

Thanks to their tireless efforts, downtown 
Marshall was cleared and stabilized within 
days, allowing businesses owners and resi-
dents to access their properties and begin 
their own recovery efforts. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in expressing our appreciation to Matt and 
Morgan Yeakley as their dedication, humility, 
and leadership during this time of crisis exem-
plify the very best of community service. 

f 

CELEBRATING UKRAINIAN 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

HON. TIMOTHY M. KENNEDY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2025 

Mr. KENNEDY of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to join the people of Ukraine and Ukrain-
ian communities around the world in cele-
brating Ukrainian Independence Day, ob-
served annually on August 24th. It acknowl-
edges a day of triumph and persistence 
through the courage and unity of the Ukrainian 
people. 

On August 24, 1991, members of the 
Ukrainian Parliament replaced the red and 
blue flag of the Ukrainian Soviet Republic with 
the current blue and yellow Ukrainian flag fol-
lowing a failed coup in the Soviet Union. In re-
sponse, pro-democracy leaders chose to push 
for Ukraine’s Independence despite the risks— 
truly living up to their historic motto ‘‘Come 
what may.’’ 

Ukrainian Independence Day is celebrated 
with a national address and flag-raising cere-
mony in Kyiv by the President of Ukraine, fol-
lowed by military parades, cultural perform-
ances, and patriotic songs. The blue and yel-
low Ukrainian flag is proudly displayed across 
the country and in Ukrainian communities 
around the world. It is a day of national pride 
and reflection, where citizens honor the strug-
gles of their ancestors, celebrate their sov-
ereignty, and express solidarity with Ukrain-
ians everywhere. 

As we celebrate Ukrainian Independence 
Day, let us acknowledge and celebrate the 
sacrifices made by the countless brave souls 
and citizens who fought for a future of liberty 
and independence. Let us also take this mo-
ment to recognize the vibrant Ukrainian-Amer-
ican community throughout our country. Their 
cultural contributions enrich our nation, and we 
are all the better for it. 

f 

HONORING DILIA CASTILLO AS A 
DISTINGUISHED LEADER IN CEN-
TRAL FLORIDA FOR HISPANIC 
HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2025 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, Dilia Castillo was 
born in Manhattan, New York, to parents from 
the Dominican Republic. In 1989, she moved 
to Florida, where she began her career as a 
freelance photographer, focusing on commu-
nity events, newspapers, and magazines. Due 
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to her passionate dedication to community en-
gagement, she is affectionatly know as ‘‘The 
People’s Photographer,’’ or ‘‘La Fotógrafa del 
Pueblo,’’ in Central Florida. 

Dilia’s work and warm personality have 
earned her affection and recognition within the 
Central Florida community. Her creative ap-
proach to photography has been acknowl-
edged through several awards, including the 
2013 APEIH Certificate of Appreciation, 2015 
Revista Mujer Award, 2016 Latina Role Mod-
els Certificate of Recognition, 2016 Kissimmee 
Family Mission Inc. Certificate of Recognition, 
2016 HAPBWA Award, 2018 Portada Latina 
Magazine Award, 2019 Premios Boriken 
Award—Excellence in Artistic Creativity Award 
at the Puerto Rico Parade in Osceola, 2020 
Access Community Center Recognition for 
Meals on Wheels, 2023 Leadership Awards at 
the Cuban Sandwich Festival, 2023 Premios 
Boriken Event Recognition, and El Premio 
Coquı́ de Oro Event Recognition. 

As a professional photographer, Dilia has 
contributed to numerous publications, includ-
ing Caribbean American Passport Magazine, 
Portada Latina, Yes Business Magazine, the 
Osceola Star, El Nuevo Amanecer, Enlace 
Magazine, Karas Magazine, Politica—Politico 
Magazine, Revista Mujer, El Periódico El Sol 
de la Florida, and the HAPBWA Foundation. 

Dilia Castillo’s contributions and impact on 
her community continue to be celebrated. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF MS. 
JOSEFINA BAZAN 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2025 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Ms. Fina Bazan of Rio Grande City, 
who, after 48 years of service at the local 
Dairy Queen, has retired. 

For nearly half a century, Fina has been a 
familiar and welcoming face to countless fami-
lies and neighbors. 

Though she may not always recall every 
name, she has always remembered the faces 
of those she served, treating each with 
warmth and kindness. 

Her dedication to her work and her commu-
nity is an inspiration, and her story is one I 
hold close. My very first job as a young man 
was also at a Dairy Queen. 

I know firsthand the hard work and commit-
ment it takes, and I deeply admire Fina’s de-
votion over these many decades. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking Fina for her service, congratulating 
her on her well-earned retirement, and wishing 
her many years of health and happiness 
ahead. 

f 

HONORING MS. DEANNA PONDER 

HON. CHUCK EDWARDS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2025 

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the extraordinary service and lead-
ership of Madison County’s Ms. Deanna Pon-
der in the immediate aftermath of Hurricane 
Helene. 

When Hurricane Helene devastated our 
communities, access to fuel was critical to 
sustaining emergency operations. Without 
hesitation, Ms. Ponder stepped forward to op-
erate the Madison County School Bus Garage 
fueling station, ensuring that first responders 
could continue their vital work. 

For 17 days following the storm, Ms. Ponder 
personally managed the fueling of essential 
vehicles and equipment including firetrucks, 
ambulances, county maintenance vehicles, 
law enforcement fleets, and mobile command 
centers. She gave tireless effort to her com-
munity, delivering more than 20,000 gallons of 
fuel to power generators supporting light tow-
ers, shower camps established by Samaritan’s 
Purse, law enforcement operations, and other 
critical services. Her dedication kept recovery 
efforts moving day and night, under chal-
lenging conditions, and provided a lifeline for 
the community when it was needed most. 

Ms. Ponder’s contributions went far beyond 
logistics. Her leadership, calm presence, and 
unwavering commitment inspired those around 
her. First responders and volunteers repeat-
edly praised her clarity, efficiency, and selfless 
dedication. Through her efforts, she helped 
create an organized and reliable system that 
allowed others to focus on saving lives, re-
store essential services, and begin the proc-
ess of rebuilding. 

Her actions serve as a powerful reminder 
that leadership is not always about holding a 
title, but it is about stepping forward, recog-
nizing a need, and acting with courage and 
compassion. Madison County, and all of West-
ern North Carolina, are stronger today be-
cause of her extraordinary efforts. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in expressing our deepest appreciation of Ms. 
Ponder’s outstanding service and unwavering 
dedication to her community. Her service em-
bodies the very best of resiliency, selfless-
ness. and dedication in the face of disaster, 
and she stands as an inspiring example for us 
all. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 35TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF RECOVERY OPTIONS 
MADE EASY 

HON. TIMOTHY M. KENNEDY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2025 

Mr. KENNEDY of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to celebrate the 35th Anniversary of Re-
covery Options Made Easy, a peer-run behav-
ioral health organization that serves ten coun-
ties across Western New York and the Finger 
Lakes. Recovery Options Made Easy is dedi-
cated to helping individuals build independ-
ence through healing and community connec-
tion. 

Recovery Options Made Easy is more than 
just a health organization, it is a community- 
centered company that has remained com-
mitted to serving regional clients for three and 
a half decades. The organization proudly sup-
plies a wide array of services, including sup-
portive housing, recovery services, and com-
munity-based support that empower individ-
uals through lived experiences and guidance. 

Mr. Speaker, what truly sets Recovery Op-
tions Made Easy apart is not just its profes-
sional excellence, but its heart, a legacy now 

carried into its 35th year. As we celebrate 35 
years, let us recognize its success and con-
tributions to Western New York. Its work re-
minds us that when we invest in people and 
support each other, we all benefit together. 

f 

HONORING MAYRA LA PAZ AS A 
DISTINGUISHED LEADER IN CEN-
TRAL FLORIDA FOR HISPANIC 
HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2025 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, Mayra La Paz is a 
renowned international journalist of Dominican 
origin, whose professional career has left a 
profound mark on the world of communica-
tions. Born with an innate passion for story-
telling, she began her career in her native Do-
minican Republic, where she quickly estab-
lished herself as one of the most respected 
and admired voices in the media. Her direct 
and empathetic style, combined with a com-
mitment to truth, led her to excel on national 
television, covering topics of social, cultural, 
and political significance, earning the respect 
of both the public and her colleagues. Moti-
vated by the desire to broaden her horizons, 
she immigrated to New York City, where she 
continued her rise in Hispanic media as a re-
porter, host, and producer, achieving a gen-
uine connection with the Latino community. 

In the United States, her voice became a 
bridge between immigrants and opportunities, 
denouncing injustices, extolling achievements, 
and promoting education and culture as tools 
for transformation. Her talent, charisma, and 
journalistic ethics have allowed her to excel on 
networks and programs with high audiences, 
such as Telemundo, Telemicro Internacional, 
Supercanal Caribe, and Channel 35 in New 
York, establishing herself as an opinion leader 
committed to the progress of her people. She 
is included among the 100 most influential 
Dominicans abroad. 

For her successful journalistic work, she has 
been recognized by government agencies in 
her country, New York, Puerto Rico, and now 
in Florida, as well as by private institutions. 
She holds a master’s degree in corporate 
communication from the Isabella II University 
in Barcelona, a bachelor’s degree in commu-
nication sciences, studies in community man-
agement in social media, and coaching stud-
ies from the John Maxuel School, among 
other courses related to effective communica-
tion. She is the eldest of seven siblings and 
has created a stable family with engineer Juan 
Carlos Rosario, with whom she has four chil-
dren: Carlos, Joel, Junior, and Karla, as well 
as a granddaughter: Aria Rose. Today, based 
in Central Florida, Mayra La Paz continues her 
legacy as the founder and director of Portada 
Latina magazine, a media outlet that show-
cases and celebrates the talent, entrepreneur-
ship, and economic contributions of Hispanics 
in the United States. 

Her magazine celebrates its 10th year of 
consistent reporting in the Hispanic market in 
2025. In addition to her work as a communi-
cator, she mentors women in professional re-
invention, creates the effective communication 
method ‘‘Qué Comunicas?’’ (What Do You 
Communicate?), and promotes empowerment, 
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