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Field Hockey Championship game. Warwick 
led their opponents less than two minutes into 
the match and never looked back, only allow-
ing their opponents 7 shots on goal. Their 
state title crowned a spectacular 27–2 season. 

The players and coaches of the Warwick 
Field Hockey Team should be proud of this 
extraordinary accomplishment. I congratulate 
them on their Field Hockey Championship and 
wish them all the best of luck in their future 
endeavors. I am certain that the lessons that 
each of these students learned on the field will 
continue to serve them well throughout their 
lives. 
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HONORING MRS. SUSAN PEGLOW 

HON. CHARLES J. ‘‘CHUCK’’ 
FLEISCHMANN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2025 

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate and recognize McMinn 
County, Tennessee Veteran Service Officer 
Mrs. Susan Peglow on her retirement March 
28, 2025. 

Mrs. Peglow began her service to our coun-
try in April 1985 when she enlisted in the 
United States Army as a registered nurse. She 
served in this position until May of 1987 ob-
taining the rank of sergeant. 

Following her military service, Susan contin-
ued to serve others in various capacities as a 
nurse. In September 2015, Susan accepted 
the duties as the Veterans Service Officer for 
McMinn County, Tennessee, a part of the 
Third Congressional District. This office pro-
vides support to approxunately 4800 veterans 
and generates 88 million dollars of Economic 
Impact annually. 

Susan is an active member of American Le-
gion Post 68, and Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 5146 Athens, Tennessee. As a member 
of the American Legion, Susan has been in-
strumental in the formation of the McMinn 
County Honor Guard and still serves with 
them today. To recognize both women vet-
erans and Vietnam Veterans, Susan founded 
the McMinn County Veterans Ball just com-
pleting the third year. 

Susan has been married to her husband 
Robert for 36 years and has six children. 
Though her career as the Veteran Service Of-
ficer is ending, I believe that she will continue 
to serve veterans and the community of 
McMinn County. 

I am honored to recognize her for her many 
years of service and congratulate her on her 
retirement. 
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HONORING SHELLEY DIEHL 
GEBALLE, JD, MPH ON THE OC-
CASION OF HER 75TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2025 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to pay tribute to 
Shelley Diehl Geballe—a dear friend, commu-
nity leader, and advocate—as she celebrates 
her 75th birthday, marking a remarkable mile-

stone in her extraordinary life. An attorney by 
education and training, Shelley has dedicated 
a lifetime to advocacy and mentorship, touch-
ing countless lives. 

Following her graduation from the University 
of Michigan, Shelley went on to attend Yale 
Law School, where she earned her Juris Doc-
torate, as well as the Yale School of Public 
Health, where she earned a Master of Public 
Health degree. She has used this unique edu-
cational background throughout her career to 
make a difference in the lives of others, par-
ticularly children. 

Shelley began her career as a civil rights at-
torney with the Connecticut chapter of the 
American Civil Liberties Union where she 
served as counsel in a variety of federal class 
action cases, including representing the state’s 
abused and neglected children in a challenge 
to Connecticut’s foster care system. In 1995 
she co-founded Connecticut Voices for Chil-
dren, a state research and advocacy organiza-
tion focused on improving the well-being of 
Connecticut’s children and families, specifically 
those that have been historically disadvan-
taged. Shelley led the organization as its 
President for more than a decade during 
which time she focused her own research and 
writing on state and federal tax and budget 
policy, family economic security, child welfare 
and juvenile justice, and children’s health and 
mental health. She remains a Distinguished 
Senior Fellow at Connecticut Voices for Chil-
dren. In 2009 Shelley co-founded the Con-
necticut News Project, the parent organization 
of the CT Mirror, an early on-line news site 
that provides professional reporting about 
Connecticut government, policy and politics. 
Shelley continues to serve on its Board of Di-
rectors. 

Shelley has always felt a deep commitment 
to fostering the next generation of leaders. For 
20 years she served as a Clinical Lecturer in 
Law at Yale Law School where she co-taught 
the Legislative Advocacy Clinic. There, under 
faculty leadership, students became familiar 
with the state legislative process and were 
able to work with non-profit organizations to 
advance their legislative agendas. Today, 
Shelley is a Professor in the Practice (Health 
Policy) at the Yale School of Public Health, 
the first Health Policy Professor to have held 
that title. In this role, she has developed and 
taught courses in Public Health Law and 
Health disparities while also directing the 
Health Policy Practicum. Since 2011, she has 
been voted best professor once, most inspir-
ing teacher twice, and best mentor twice. 

Shelley’s background, experience, and 
knowledge have combined to give her a 
unique voice as well as earning her the re-
spect and admiration of leaders across Con-
necticut. Her advise and counsel is often 
sought. Shelley has served in multiple ap-
pointed positions in Connecticut, including on 
the Advisory Committee of the Office of the 
Child Advocate. She has been a consultant in 
diverse international contexts, including the 
role of the non-profit sector and public health 
law. She has also served on the boards of 
multiple state and national organizations, in-
cluding the ACLU, Planned Parenthood of 
America’s Legal Advisory Board, and the Mel-
ville Charitable Trust. 

Today, as Shelley reflects on her 75th birth-
day, she can be proud of her many accom-
plishments as well as her legacy of public 
service and invaluable contributions. I am hon-

ored to join her husband of fifty-two years, 
Gordon, as well as their three sons, Josh, 
Ben, and Dan, their nine grandchildren, and all 
of the extended family and friends who have 
gathered in extending my heartfelt congratula-
tions to Shelley Diehl Geballe on her 75th 
birthday as well as my very best wishes for 
continued health and happiness. Happy Birth-
day. 
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RECOGNIZING ANIKKA GILLISPIE 

HON. JAMES COMER 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2025 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Anikka Gillispie of the Frankfort Po-
lice Department for being named 2024 Tele-
communicator of the Year in recognition of her 
exceptional service and unwavering commit-
ment to public safety. 

Telecommunicators are the critical first point 
of contact during emergencies, serving as life-
lines that connect people in crisis with the es-
sential help they need. Their role demands ex-
traordinary skills: rapid decision-making, emo-
tional intelligence, and the ability to remain 
calm under intense pressure. Ms. Gillispie has 
exemplified these qualities and more, dem-
onstrating exceptional performance beyond 
standard expectations. 

Ms. Gillispie’s dedication to her role has not 
only ensured the efficient dispatch of emer-
gency responders but has also provided cru-
cial support to citizens during their most vul-
nerable moments. The Telecommunicator of 
the Year award celebrates not just profes-
sional excellence but also the compassion and 
resilience required in this demanding field. 

Ms. Gillispie’s outstanding service to the 
Frankfort Police Department and the commu-
nity at large makes her the perfect choice for 
Telecommunicator of the Year. I am confident 
she will continue to serve as an exemplary 
role model for telecommunicators across the 
1st Congressional District and the entire Com-
monwealth of Kentucky. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF JONES ACT 
MODERNIZATION BILLS 

HON. ED CASE 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2025 

Mr. CASE. Mr. Speaker, today I again intro-
duce three bills to end over a century of feder-
ally-imposed monopolistic closed market do-
mestic cargo shipping to and from my isolated 
home state of Hawaii and the other island and 
separated jurisdictions of our country not part 
of the contiguous 48 United States. In doing 
so, we seek to break the stranglehold on the 
peoples and economies of our exposed com-
munities and our resulting sky-high costs of 
living which are caused by just a few domestic 
shipping companies controlling the lifeline of 
commerce upon which we absolutely depend. 

These bills all amend the Merchant Marine 
Act of 1920, also known as the Jones Act. 
That federal law mandates that all cargo ship-
ping between U.S. ports occur exclusively on 
U.S. not foreign, flagged vessels. Additionally, 
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the law requires that these vessels are built in 
the U.S. and owned and crewed by U.S. citi-
zens. 

The Jones Act was enacted in a protec-
tionist era under the guise of preserving a 
strong national merchant marine. But today it 
is just an anachronism. Most of the world’s 
shipping is by way of an international mer-
chant marine functioning in an open, competi-
tive market. And those few U.S. flag cargo 
lines that remain have maneuvered the Jones 
Act to develop virtual monopolies over domes-
tic cargo shipping to, from and within our most 
isolated and exposed locales—our island and 
offshore states and territories—that have no 
alternative modes of transportation such as 
trucking or rail. 

My Hawaii is a classic example. Located al-
most 2,500 miles off the West Coast, we im-
port well over 90 percent of our life necessities 
by ocean cargo. There are plenty of inter-
national cargo lines who could and would 
compete for a share of that market. Yet only 
two U.S. flag domestic cargo lines—Matson 
Navigation and Pasha Hawaii—operate a vir-
tual duopoly over our lifeline. 

While they are nominally subject to federal 
regulation, the fact of the matter is that cargo 
prices have gone in only one direction—up, 
fast and repeatedly, despite a surplus of Inter-
national shipping—and it is indisputable that 
there is no downward market pressure which 
would otherwise result from meaningful com-
petition. These accelerating cargo prices are 
not absorbed by the shipping lines, but passed 
through all the way down the chain, to the 
transporters, wholesalers, retailers, small busi-
nesses, mom-n-pops and ultimately con-
sumers, of all of the elements of life, from food 
to medical supplies, clothes, housing and vir-
tually all other goods. The result is a crippling 
drag on an already-challenged economy and 
the very quality of life in Hawaii. 

The Jones Act has far-reaching con-
sequences for the people of Hawaii, one of 
the most glaring and pervasive being its con-
tribution to the high cost of living across all 
segments of our society. For the average Ha-
waii family, the act adds nearly $5 a day to 
their expenses, which amounts to $1,794 a 
year. While this may seem like a small amount 
on its own, when compounded over time, it 
creates a substantial financial strain on house-
holds already grappling with high living costs. 
That extra $1,794 could be spent on essen-
tials like healthcare, education or better hous-
ing—things that would directly improve the 
quality of life for Hawaii’s residents. However, 
instead of these scarce resources being avail-
able for more pressing needs, it is channeled 
into inflated transportation costs and the prof-
its of the Jones Act shippers and their owners. 
These price increases cascade through every 
aspect of daily life: families are paying an ad-
ditional $389 for housing, $200 for motor vehi-
cles and their maintenance and $147 for food, 
on top of what they would otherwise be pay-
ing, due just to the difference between market 
and monopoly shipping costs. 

One of the most significant areas affected 
by the Jones Act is housing, already chal-

lenged. The construction industry in Hawaii re-
lies heavily on noncontainerized cargo like 
sand, cement, gypsum, steel and bricks, mate-
rials that are essential for building homes and 
infrastructure. However, due to the restrictions 
imposed by the Jones Act, the number of 
available vessels to transport these types of 
goods is severely limited. This scarcity drives 
up the cost of building materials, making it 
more expensive to develop affordable housing 
or address deferred maintenance on existing 
housing. In addition, because a large portion 
of these materials must be imported from for-
eign countries, they are subject to tariffs that 
further increase the price. This results in high-
er construction costs, which ultimately con-
tribute to the already skyrocketing housing 
prices in Hawaii. The burden on the real es-
tate market not only affects homebuilders but 
also exacerbates the affordable housing crisis, 
as fewer homes are being built, and the ones 
that are tend to be priced out of reach for 
most families. 

As a consequence of the Jones Act’s impact 
on construction, the limited availability of af-
fordable housing in Hawaii leads to a number 
of secondary challenges. With fewer new 
homes being built, the housing stock becomes 
increasingly vulnerable to damage from nat-
ural disasters like hurricanes or flooding. 
These older homes are at greater risk during 
such events, further exacerbating the state’s 
housing crisis. As the risk of damage rises, in-
surers are forced to adjust premiums to reflect 
the increased likelihood of costly claims. This, 
in turn, drives up the cost of housing insur-
ance, further burdening homeowners and rent-
ers alike, while also making it more difficult for 
individuals and families to secure affordable, 
safe housing. 

Another prime area for Hawaii is food, most 
of which we import on Jones Act ships. The 
monopolistic cargo premium is priced into our 
food products, contributing to the highest cost 
of food of any state. And even for locally-pro-
duced agriculture, the Jones Act extracts its 
price for necessary imports including farm ma-
chinery, fertilizer and processing materials, re-
sulting in an addition to one of the highest 
costs of food production anywhere in the 
country. 

Nor is the Jones Act’s impact limited to im-
ports into Hawaii, for it also restricts cargo ex-
ported from Hawaii to other U.S. ports (espe-
cially the West Coast) to the very few Jones 
Act shippers and their monopolistic prices. 
Take our cattle industry, which is dependent 
on access to the market on the continent. No 
non-Jones Act international ship can serve 
that route, so, for example, no international 
ship could ship cargo from Asia into Hawaii, 
pick up cattle for another run to the West 
Coast, and then pick up U.S. exports to ship 
them back to Asia. That means our cattle in-
dustry is forced to take whatever is offered by 
the Jones Act ships returning to the continent, 
when they want, how they want, and at the 
prices they choose. It also means that we get 
very little direct international imports; they 
must first go to the continent and then ship on 
Jones Act ships to Hawaii, jacking up prices 
completely unnecessarily. 

The Jones Act also has other con-
sequences, in addition to monopolistic ship-
ping costs absorbed by Hawaii families, that 
are nothing short of ridiculous. Take the case 
of defueling the military’s bulk fuel storage fa-
cility at Red Hill after the disastrous leaks. The 
great bulk of that fuel was transported else-
where, which required specialized fuel tankers. 
There are many in the international trade but 
few Jones Act tankers in domestic use and in 
high demand. Much of the fuel was trans-
ported to non-U.S. locations and so could ac-
cess non-Jones Act international shipping and 
much lower rates. But some fuel was between 
U.S. ports and so required short-supply Jones 
Act tankers and much higher rates. Even a 
one-tanker load transported from Pearl Harbor 
to another location in Honolulu just ten miles 
away required bringing in Jones Act tankers 
from the continents at much higher tates, rath-
er than allow an international tanker here for 
international export to do a short hop. I specifi-
cally asked for a waiver of the Jones Act to 
avoid this result, a total waste of taxpayer dol-
lars, but got no support from the Jones Act 
shippers, who, although it made no real dif-
ference to them, were petrified by the prece-
dent. 

The three bills I introduce today say: 
enough is enough. If you, the 48 contiguous 
United States, want to continue the Jones Act 
as to shipping between your ports, that’s your 
business. But don’t penalize islands and other 
noncontiguous locations by throwing us to the 
monopoly wolves you’ve created. 

The first bill, the Noncontiguous Shipping 
Relief Act, exempts all noncontiguous U.S. lo-
cations from the Jones Act. These include Ha-
waii, Alaska, the Northern Marianas, Guam, 
American Samoa, Puerto Rico and the Virgin 
Islands. 

The second, the Noncontiguous Shipping 
Reasonable Rate Act, benchmarks the defini-
tion of a ‘‘reasonable rate’’ that Jones Act 
shipping can charge to within ten percent of 
analogous international shipping rates. 

And the third, the Noncontiguous Shipping 
Competition Act, prevents monopolies or du-
opolies in noncontiguous Jones Act shipping 
by allowing the noncontiguous Jurisdictions to 
be serviced by non-Jones Act vessels, in 
order to create and increase and increase 
competition in these critical shipping lanes. 
Again, this is a very small portion of the total 
national Jones Act shipping where it is particu-
larly destructive in application and would not 
affect the bulk of Jones Act shipping through-
out the 48 contiguous United States. 

Essentially, these bills are designed to pro-
vide viable solutions for alleviating the burdens 
faced by our U.S. noncontiguous areas. While 
there are multiple pathways to address this 
issue, one thing is clear, we must change the 
status quo that has caused such widespread 
harm to my state and other jurisdictions de-
pendent on the Jones Act. I urge my col-
leagues to lend their support to this important 
effort to reduce the sky-high costs of living to 
the people of Hawaii and the other non-contig-
uous areas. 
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