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Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in celebrating the longstanding dedication and
success of E.J. Basler Co. | am honored to
have such an exceptional company in my dis-
trict.

———

CELEBRATING 10 YEARS OF THE
ACADEMY FOR INTERNATIONAL
DISASTER PREPAREDNESS

HON. CARLOS A. GIMENEZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2025

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a decade of excellence at the Acad-
emy for International Disaster Preparedness at
Florida International University.

Over the past decade, AIDP has trained and
graduated more than 500 students in disaster
preparedness, emergency management, and
humanitarian response.

These programs have successfully prepared
students to work in local, tribal, state, and fed-
eral government as well as in Fortune 500
companies and the private sector.

AIDP’s curriculum aligns with FEMA’s Next
Generation Core Competencies, focusing on
four phases of emergency management: miti-
gation, preparedness, response, and recovery.

Through hands on training, students, along
with experts in the field, use the frameworks of
the Incident Command System and the Na-
tional incident Management System to experi-
ence complex, real-world disaster environ-
ments.

FIU and AIDP are setting the standard for
the next generation of emergency manage-
ment professionals, and | am proud to recog-
nize their service and leadership today.

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF DR. BARBARA J. FINLAYSON-
PITTS

HON. JAY OBERNOLTE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2025

Mr. OBERNOLTE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate Dr. Barbara J. Finlayson-Pitts who
was recently recognized as the North Amer-
ican laureate of the 2025 L’Oreal-United Na-
tions Educational Scientific and Cultural Orga-
nization (UNESCO) For Women in Science
International Awards.

Each year, the L'OreallUNESCO For
Women in Science International Awards ac-
knowledge five exceptional women from each
of the world’s major regions. Barbara was se-
lected from an impressive pool of 466 nomi-
nees for her pioneering contributions in the
realm of environmental science and atmos-
pheric chemistry. On June 12, Barbara will join
the additional four laureates at the UNESCO
Headquarters in Paris, France for an official
recognition of her groundbreaking research.

Barbara embodies the very best of our com-
munity’s values through not only her con-
sistent dedication to better understanding the
world around her, but also through her pas-
sion for preparing future generations of re-
searchers as a professor within the University
of California, Irvine’s Department of Chemistry.
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Barbara holds a bachelor's degree from
Trent University, and both a master’s and doc-
toral degree in chemistry from the University
of California, Riverside. Barbara is a long-term
resident of Big Bear Lake—and in her spare
time—she enjoys observing Big Bear Lake’s
resident eagles, Jackie, Shadow, Sunny, and
Gizmo.

Heather and | thank Barbara for her years
of service and significant contributions to the
scientific community. | ask my colleagues to
join me in commending Barbara on this monu-
mental achievement.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ORION AREA
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

HON. LISA C. McCLAIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2025

Mrs. McCLAIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with deep respect and heartfelt appreciation to
recognize the Orion Area Chamber of Com-
merce on the occasion of its 75th anniversary.
For three-quarters of a century, the Chamber
has played a vital role in advancing the eco-
nomic well-being of the Orion community and
fostering a spirit of collaboration and service
among its members.

Since its founding, the Orion Area Chamber
of Commerce has grown to include nearly 350
dedicated members—each committed to en-
hancing the quality of life in the region and
supporting one another in the pursuit of eco-
nomic growth and shared prosperity. This re-
markable network of business leaders, entre-
preneurs, and professionals exemplifies the
Chamber’'s enduring mission: to build a vi-
brant, connected, and thriving local economy.

Throughout its history, the Chamber has
been a steadfast advocate for small busi-
nesses, providing valuable resources and op-
portunities in the areas of advocacy, visibility,
networking, and growth. Signature events
such as ribbon cuttings, community festivals,
and live music nights not only highlight the ex-
ceptional talent and variety of local enterprises
but also strengthen the bonds among neigh-
bors, business owners, and civic leaders alike.
These events serve as a testament to the
Chamber’s unwavering commitment to building
community through commerce.

Moreover, the Orion Chamber has dem-
onstrated exceptional dedication to workforce
development by connecting residents with
meaningful employment opportunities.
Through job postings and partnerships with
member businesses, the Chamber continues
to support a robust and resilient local labor
market—contributing directly to the economic
stability and prosperity of the Orion area.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and commend the Orion Area Cham-
ber of Commerce for 75 years of extraordinary
service, leadership, and impact. Their tireless
efforts to uplift local businesses and strength-
en community ties have left an indelible mark
on the region. | extend my sincerest congratu-
lations and best wishes for continued success
in the years to come.
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RECOGNIZING TYRONE YOUNG

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2025

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the outstanding contributions that
Tyrone Young has made to our community in
the aftermath of Hurricane Milton. In addition
to providing countless hours of direct support
to neighbors and flood victims, he helped co-
ordinate the collection and distribution of
emergency supplies, meals and donated serv-
ices to help those who needed help. A truly
selfless leader, Tyrone was a strong advocate
for bringing in government and non-profit re-
sources to aid in the recovery process.

It is clear that Tyrone Young has made a
profoundly positive impact on our community,
and | am grateful for his service. May we all
strive to serve our communities with the same
dedication and humility.

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOE
MOORE

HON. JOHN W. ROSE

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2025

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the incredible life of Joe Moore. who
passed away in late March at the age of 90.
Moore lived a life dedicated to agriculture. I,
along with many other current and former Ten-
nessee FFA members, consider him to be a
mentor, a role model, and indeed a hero.

The Time Magazine cover was published
after he was named the FFA Star Farmer of
America in 1955. Appearing in the October 24,
1955, issue, it shows a 21-year-old Joe
Moore, the only active FFA member to make
TIME’s cover.

At the FFA convention that year, judges
were impressed by his farming operation con-
ducted in Jackson County, Tennessee, which
| am honored to represent today. He had a net
worth of $37,000 at the time—a great deal for
someone his age in the mid-1950s. At that
time, he was farming 505 arches, 85 of which
he owned personally.

| often say farmers are our Nation’s original
conservationists. Joe Moore is a shining ex-
ample of why | believe that to be true. The
TIME article noted how he incorporated mod-
ern farming techniques to combat erosion and
improve soil health. He carefully monitored the
diet of his livestock to keep them healthy. He
showed great attention to detail and inspected
his animals closely, which enabled him to de-
tect any health issues early.

Over the years, his family farm has taken a
bit of a beating. Very little care was taken to
where row crops went into the ground. No
remedies for erosion had been taken. But Joe
was determined to restore the land to rich-
ness. He tackled years of abuse and the less-
than-ideal terrain, arguing that his rocky
slopes could be as fertile as flat land with the
right amount of care. The article even says
Joe viewed misfortune as a test of faith.

Mr. Moore found success off the farm as
well. He was the owner and operator of the
Upper Cumberland Oil Company in Cookeville,
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which sold and distributed Texaco petroleum
products for almost 30 years.

He also believed in giving back. He was one
of the founders of the Granville Museum in his
home community and served on its Board of
Directors. He also served as an elder of the
Liberty Church of Christ and was a longtime
supporter of FFA in Tennessee.

He is survived by his wife of more than 68
years, Ann, along with a son, a daughter-in-
law, and two grandchildren.

| want to end, Mr. Speaker, with a quote
from Moore from 1955, “farming is the closest
thing to the Lord you can do.” | could not
agree with him more.

———
RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
CHIEF MASTER SERGEANT

SHARMA J. HAYNES

HON. JASON CROW

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2025

Mr. CROW. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the distinguished career and dedicated
service of Chief Master Sergeant Sharma J.
Haynes on the occasion of her retirement from
the United States Air Force. Chief Master Ser-
geant Haynes has served our Nation with un-
wavering commitment for over two decades,
leaving an indelible mark on both the Air
Force and Space Force.

Chief Master Sergeant Haynes served as
the Senior Enlisted Airman for Space Base
Delta 2 at Buckley Space Force Base in my
home state of Colorado. In this crucial role,
she was the principal advisor to the installation
commander, overseeing the morale, welfare,
training, climate, readiness, and professional
development of over 1,000 personnel. Her
leadership was instrumental in ensuring the ef-
fective execution of critical missile warning
and intelligence, surveillance, and reconnais-
sance missions worldwide. Moreover, she
played a vital role in supporting the numerous
wings, mission partners, and personnel sta-
tioned at Buckley, as well as the extensive re-
tiree community.

A native of Greenville, South Carolina, Chief
Master Sergeant Haynes entered the Air
Force in 2003 and quickly established herself
as a dedicated and capable leader. Her di-
verse background in financial management in-
cluded positions as Flight Chief, Enlisted
Force Development Manager, and Super-
intendent, with assignments and deployments
spanning the globe, from Japan and South
Korea to Afghanistan and the Pentagon.
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Chief Master Sergeant Haynes’ commitment
to professional development is evident in her
extensive education, culminating in a Master
of Business Administration degree and com-
pletion of numerous prestigious leadership
courses. Her dedication to excellence is fur-
ther highlighted by her numerous awards and
decorations, including the Bronze Star Medal
and the Meritorious Service Medal with three
oak leaf clusters. She has also been recog-
nized with multiple Airman and Noncommis-
sioned Officer of the Year awards throughout
her career.

Chief Master Sergeant Sharma J. Haynes
embodies the highest ideals of military service.
Her leadership, dedication, and unwavering
commitment to the men and women under her
charge have been exemplary. On behalf of the
Sixth Congressional District of Colorado and a
grateful Nation, | extend my deepest gratitude
to Chief Master Sergeant Haynes for her ex-
ceptional service and wish her a long and ful-
filling retirement. Her contributions to our Na-
tion’s security will be long remembered.

————

HONORING ADDYSON PANNELL ON
BEING NAMED BEST STEM STU-
DENT BY CONSTITUTING AMER-
ICA

HON. CRAIG A. GOLDMAN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2025

Mr. GOLDMAN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and commend an excep-
tional young student from my district, Addyson
Pannell, for being named Best STEM Student
by Constituting America.

Addyson’s achievement reflects not only her
academic excellence, but also her passion for
the principles that form the foundation of our
Nation. By combining her talents in science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics
with a deep understanding of civic responsi-
bility, Addyson embodies the kind of engaged,
thoughtful, and innovative citizen our future
depends on.

Constituting America is a nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to educating students about the
U.S. Constitution and the importance of civic
engagement. Addyson’s recognition as Best
STEM Student highlights her outstanding con-
tributions to promoting these values through
creative, STEM-based solutions and projects.
Her commitment to excellence and civic edu-
cation is an inspiration to her peers and a
source of pride for her community.

On behalf of the 12th Congressional District
of Texas, | am proud to recognize Addyson on
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this prestigious accomplishment. | am con-
fident that her future holds even greater
achievements, and | look forward to seeing
the continued impact she will make. | con-
gratulate Addyson on this well-deserved honor
and for serving as a shining example of youth
leadership in America.

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL GOODWIN

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2025

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege
to rise today to recognize Mr. Michael Good-
win for his service at Withlacoochee River
Electric Cooperative (WREC) and his remark-
able role in the Light Up Navajo Project. In
May, a courageous team of 16 WREC em-
ployees traveled over 1,800 miles to the re-
mote, rugged terrains of Arizona and New
Mexico, where they spent two weeks installing
vital electrical infrastructure for Navajo families
who have lived without power for generations.
Their efforts brought light, safety, and hope to
communities long overlooked, allowing chil-
dren to study after dark, families to preserve
food, and elders to live with greater comfort.
Despite daunting challenges and limited equip-
ment, the WREC team completed a demand-
ing project in just eight days—far ahead of ex-
pectations—demonstrating professionalism,
humility, and unwavering commitment to this
life-changing mission.

The impact of WREC’s work goes far be-
yond electricity; it represents a bridge to con-
nection, opportunity, and the return of future
generations to their ancestral homes. The
emotional moment when power was turned on
for the impacted families—bringing tears of joy
and renewed hope—is a testament to the pro-
found difference this project made. WREC'’s
participation in the “Light Up Navajo” initiative
reflects not only their technical expertise but
also their heart and respect for the people
they serve. Their dedication has energized ten
homesteads and countless lives, creating a
legacy of service that embodies the true spirit
of cooperative values. The WREC team’s jour-
ney inspires us all, proving that with compas-
sion and teamwork, even the most daunting
challenges can be overcome to light up lives
and communities. | commend the entire team
for their efforts on this worthwhile endeavor
and for their ongoing service to our local com-
munity.
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