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RECOGNIZING OMAR LAUTENBACH 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2025 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Omar Lautenbach for earning the 
Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth Award. 

Omar has overcome many challenges along 
their journey to success, demonstrating perse-
verance at every step. Students who strive to 
make the most of their education, like Omar, 
develop crucial skills and a work ethic that will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. This 
award is a testament to Omar’s hard work, de-
termination, and perseverance at Arvada High 
School and is clearly just the beginning of a 
bright and promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Omar 
Lautenbach on achieving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth Award. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF RAJIV MALHOTRA AND 
THE INFINITY FOUNDATION 

HON. SHRI THANEDAR 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2025 

Mr. THANEDAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Rajiv Malhotra and the Infinity 
Foundation for their contributions to Hindu 
American Civil Rights, interfaith dialogue, and 
intellectual diversity. 

The Infinity Foundation, established by Rajiv 
Malhotra thirty years ago, has played a pivotal 
role in championing the rights of Hindu Ameri-
cans, advocating against biases and 
Hinduphobia, and ensuring their equal protec-
tion under civil rights laws. It has contributed 
significantly to intellectual diversity in the 
United States by fostering rigorous academic 
inquiry, research, and dialogue on Indian phi-
losophy, dharmic traditions, and Hindu con-
tributions to world civilization, thereby enrich-
ing America’s multicultural fabric. 

I applaud the efforts made by Rajiv Malhotra 
and the Infinity Foundation in strengthening 
the bridge between Hindu Americans and 
other faith communities, fostering goodwill, 
collaboration, and mutual respect. The Infinity 
Foundation’s tireless work aligns with the 
American ideals of justice, equality, and reli-
gious freedom, serving as an exemplary insti-
tution that strengthens the Nation’s commit-
ment to these values. 

Rajiv Malhotra and the Infinity Foundations 
efforts can be seen in their upcoming ‘‘Global 
Dharma Renaissance’’ event, planned for April 
2025. This event marks a historic milestone in 
recognizing the intellectual and cultural revival 
of Dharma traditions in the United States and 
globally, solidifying its role as a forerunner and 
a guiding force akin to a banyan tree that sup-

ports and nurtures other Hindu organizations 
in the country. 

Rajiv Malhotra’s scholarship and leadership 
have significantly contributed to the empower-
ment of Hindu Americans, providing them with 
a voice in academia, media, and policy discus-
sions. His advocacy has ensured that Hindu 
American heritage is accurately represented in 
public discourse. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Hindu com-
munity, I commend Rajiv Malhotra and the In-
finity Foundation for their outstanding contribu-
tions to Hindus around the world. I thank them 
for their exceptional work. We wish them con-
tinued success in their quest to foster better 
understanding and goodwill between Hindu 
Americans and other faith communities. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ALICIA MONTOYA 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2025 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Alicia Montoya for earning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth Award. 

Alicia has overcome many challenges along 
her journey to success, demonstrating perse-
verance at every step. Students who strive to 
make the most of their education, like Alicia, 
develop crucial skills and a work ethic that will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. This 
award is a testament to Alicia’s hard work, de-
termination, and perseverance at Arvada High 
School and is clearly just the beginning of a 
bright and promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Alicia Mon-
toya on achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth Award. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PETE RAPA 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2025 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Pete Rapa for earning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
Award. 

Pete has overcome many challenges along 
his journey to success, demonstrating perse-
verance at every step. Students who strive to 
make the most of their education, like Pete, 
develop crucial skills and a work ethic that will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. This 
award is a testament to Pete’s hard work, de-
termination, and perseverance at Arvada High 
School and is clearly just the beginning of a 
bright and promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Pete Rapa on 
achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth Award. 

REMEMBERING PATRICIA FARRIS 

HON. VINCE FONG 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2025 

Mr. FONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and enduring legacy of Patricia 
Marie Farris, a caring mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother, and entrepreneur who 
dedicated her career to our communities. Pa-
tricia passed away March 5, 2025, at the age 
of 94. 

Born on April 29, 1930, in Blue Eye, Arkan-
sas, Patricia moved west in 1941 during the 
Dust Bowl and was raised in the Indian Wells 
Valley of California. Through the Great De-
pression and World War II, Patricia grew up 
alongside her six siblings and parents. To-
gether, they became one of the first families to 
put roots down in the area prior to the estab-
lishment of the Naval Air Weapons Station 
China Lake, home of the U.S. Navy’s premier 
weapons development program. Following her 
graduation from Burroughs High School, Patri-
cia attended college in Missouri, where she 
would meet her husband, Fred Stanley Farris. 
They soon fell in love and were married on 
December 1, 1948. 

In 1969, Patricia and Fred Farris returned to 
the Indian Wells Valley with their children, 
after spending years living around the country. 
Patricia Farris, alongside her husband, man-
aged a service station and café within the 
town of Inyokern, and worked many commu-
nity events such as air shows and parades. 
For decades, she successfully contributed to 
community events and productions while si-
multaneously managing the family-run busi-
nesses. In 1980, Patricia was hired as pub-
lisher for the News Review, a local newspaper 
that informed thousands of community mem-
bers on events effecting the Indian Wells Val-
ley. It was in this role that Patricia became a 
strong advocate and voice for the Indian Wells 
Valley. Always seeking to keep her community 
and its leaders aware of important stories and 
events, Patricia served in this role for 44 
years, until retiring in 2024. 

Patricia is preceded in death by her hus-
band Fred, with whom she shared a 52-year 
long marriage, her daughter, Patti Cosner, 
grandson, Kenny Farris, and great-grandson, 
Joshua Farris. She is survived by her children, 
Paul, Bill, and Laura, her 32 grandchildren, 
and other relatives. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in remembering the life of Patricia Farris, 
a valued member of our community who has 
left a lasting impact on countless individuals. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:25 Apr 03, 2025 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A02AP8.001 E02APPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
7X

7S
14

4P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE280 April 2, 2025 
RECOGNIZING CHRISTELLE 

KUMESO 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2025 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Christelle Kumeso for earning the 
Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth Award. 

Christelle has overcome many challenges 
along her journey to success, demonstrating 
perseverance at every step. Students who 
strive to make the most of their education, like 
Christelle, develop crucial skills and a work 
ethic that will guide them for the rest of their 
lives. This award is a testament to Christelle’s 
hard work, determination, and perseverance at 
Arvada High School and is clearly just the be-
ginning of a bright and promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Christelle 
Kumeso on achieving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth Award. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RACHELLE 
MARTINEZ MARENTES 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2025 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Rachelle Martinez Marentes for 
earning the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Am-
bassadors for Youth Award. 

Rachelle has overcome many challenges 
along her journey to success, demonstrating 
perseverance at every step. Students who 
strive to make the most of their education, like 
Rachelle, develop crucial skills and a work 
ethic that will guide them for the rest of their 
lives. This award is a testament to Rachelle’s 
hard work, determination, and perseverance at 
Arvada High School and is clearly just the be-
ginning of a bright and promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Rachelle Mar-
tinez Marentes on achieving the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
Award. 

f 

COMMEMORATING JAQUA 
REALTORS 

HON. BILL HUIZENGA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2025 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and congratulate Jaqua Realtors as 
they celebrate their 50th anniversary. This 
achievement represents more than a half-cen-
tury of service to the people of Southwest 
Michigan. 

In 1975, Jaqua Realtors began with a single 
office in Kalamazoo operated by Chuck Jaqua. 
Since the doors first opened, Jaqua has 
opened thirteen more offices across South-
west Michigan. As a small business owner 
myself, I can attest that the hard work and 
dedication of the whole Jaqua family is a true 
representation of the American Dream. Mark-
ing half a century as a family-owned business. 

Since their founding, ownership has remained 
in the family. The business is currently under 
the leadership of Dan Jaqua, who sees the 
value of maintaining his late father’s commit-
ment to the community. 

Jaqua Realtors is a prominent piece of the 
Southwest Michigan community. They believe 
in a hands-on approach to community support 
and have been extensively philanthropic since 
their foundation. Jaqua Realtors has contrib-
uted to groups such as the Kalamazoo Lit-
erary Council, Girls on the Run, and the 
Greater Kalamazoo United Way. 

We would like to thank Jaqua Realtors for 
more than fifty years of outstanding dedication 
in Southwest Michigan. This achievement is 
truly remarkable. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Jaqua Realtors as they celebrate their 
50th anniversary. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL 
RACINOWSKI 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2025 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Michael Racinowski for earning 
the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambas-
sadors for Youth Award. 

Michael has overcome many challenges 
along his journey to success, demonstrating 
perseverance at every step. Students who 
strive to make the most of their education, like 
Michael, develop crucial skills and a work 
ethic that will guide them for the rest of their 
lives. This award is a testament to Michael’s 
hard work, determination, and perseverance at 
Arvada High School and is clearly just the be-
ginning of a bright and promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Michael 
Racinowski on achieving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth Award. 

f 

RECOGNIZING VALERIA SEANZ 
ALVARADO 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2025 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Valeria Seanz Alvarado for earn-
ing the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambas-
sadors for Youth Award. 

Valeria has overcome many challenges 
along her journey to success, demonstrating 
perseverance at every step. Students who 
strive to make the most of their education, like 
Valeria, develop crucial skills and a work ethic 
that will guide them for the rest of their lives. 
This award is a testament to Valeria’s hard 
work, determination, and perseverance at Ar-
vada High School and is clearly just the begin-
ning of a bright and promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Valeria Seanz 
Alvarado on achieving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth Award. 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH 
BIRTHDAY OF HOWARD DAVIDSON 

HON. VINCE FONG 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2025 

Mr. FONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise to wish a 
happy 100th birthday to Mr. Howard Lee Da-
vidson of Visalia, California, a veteran of 
World War II and a hero of our community. 

Howard was born in Visalia, California on 
April 2, 1925. With the entry of the United 
States into World War II, he proudly enlisted 
in the U.S. Army as Private First-Class How-
ard Lee Davidson. Howard would soon brave 
the treacherous Atlantic Ocean aboard the 
RMS Queen Mary vessel to join the war in Eu-
rope. On June 12, 1944, six days after the 
Normandy landings on D-Day, Howard was 
assigned to the U.S. Third Army, commanded 
by legendary General George Patton. During 
this time, Howard served as an anti-aircraft 
gunner in which he was part of the offensive 
across France, Belgium, and all the way into 
Germany. While advancing through the 
Ardennes Forest centered around Belgium 
and Luxembourg, Howard found himself in the 
Battle of the Bulge. Often referred to as ‘‘the 
greatest American battle of the war,’’ Howard 
fought alongside British, French, and Cana-
dian Allied forces to halt the final offensive of 
German reserves during a six-week winter on-
slaught. Without the bravery of Howard and 
others like him in the Third Army, the Allied of-
fensive to liberate Europe would certainly have 
suffered deeply. 

When he returned to the United States after 
serving in the war, Howard met his wife Stella 
Thrasher and the two were soon married. The 
couple had three children—Kenny, Danny, and 
Vicky, who is Howard’s loving caretaker. How-
ard’s grandson, also named Danny, followed 
his grandfather’s dedication to patriotism and 
currently serves as Staff Sergeant at Eielson 
Air Force Base in Alaska. In our country’s 
proud history, it is so often the legacy of serv-
ice among families which keeps our Nation 
safe and our Armed Forces strong. I hope 
Howard looks back with pride on his years of 
service, not only for the great sacrifices and 
honor, but also the enduring legacy it fosters 
for our Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of a grateful Nation, 
I ask my colleagues here in Congress to join 
me in celebrating 100 years of Howard Lee 
Davidson’s brave and patriotic life. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NAYELI ANDAZOLA 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2025 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Nayeli Andazola for earning the 
Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth Award. 

Nayeli has overcome many challenges 
along her journey to success, demonstrating 
perseverance at every step. Students who 
strive to make the most of their education, like 
Nayeli, develop crucial skills and a work ethic 
that will guide them for the rest of their lives. 
This award is a testament to Nayeli’s hard 
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