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have represented their school ably on their 
way to achieving the JV State Girls Water 
Polo Title. In their effort to surpass all other 
teams, the Lady Wildcats overcame the chal-
lenges posed by intense competition. 

In pursuing the State Championship, the 
Lady Wildcats defeated Upper Arlington to win 
the state championship. The members of this 
very special team have shown that their sport 
requires an individual effort for a team result. 
Their hard work and dedication, both in and 
out of the pool, in achieving this accomplish-
ment, is truly outstanding. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in paying special tribute to the Napoleon High 
School junior varsity girls water polo team. On 
behalf of the people of the 5th District of Ohio, 
I am proud to recognize this great achieve-
ment. 
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DISINTERMENT OF REMAINS OF 
FERNANDO V. COTA FROM FORT 
SAM HOUSTON NATIONAL CEME-
TERY, TEXAS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 10, 2025 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise in op-
position to the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2026 (NDAA). 

The National Defense Authorization Act is 
an important piece of annual legislation that 
governs the policies of the Department of De-
fense and authorizes our common defense. It 
is deeply unfortunate that Congress considers 
this year’s NDAA amongst a steady stream of 
alarming misuses of the U.S. Armed Forces 
by President Trump. While in office, the Presi-
dent has issued unlawful orders, directed un-
lawful deployments, and has unlawfully mis-
used Congressionally appropriated funds. 
President Trump has chronically abused his 
executive authority as Commander in Chief, 
and I do not believe that Members of Con-
gress can divorce our consideration of this 
NDAA from the context of his actions in the 
Oval Office. Let me provide just a few exam-
ples. 

First, President Trump has ordered the U.S. 
military to strike maritime vessels in the West-
ern Hemisphere that the Trump administration 
claims are carrying narcotics. These military 
activities in the Caribbean have not been au-
thorized by Congress, and the administration 
has deliberately withheld information from 
Congress on the nature of these strikes. I be-
lieve these to be extrajudicial killings and they 
should end immediately. These strikes are oc-
curring amongst a large-scale military buildup 
in the Caribbean, the goals of which have also 
not been adequately explained to Congress. 

Second, the President has circumvented the 
authority of several state governors and fed-
eralized the National Guard for the purposes 
of deploying them in support of domestic law 
enforcement activities. Domestic policing is not 
among the National Guard’s core missions, 
and the Posse Comitatus Act of 1878 prohibits 
the President from deploying the U.S. military 
for domestic law enforcement missions unless 
the Insurrection Act of 1807 has been invoked, 
which President Trump has not done. These 
unlawful deployments are a serious misuse of 

the National Guard for political purposes by 
President Trump and they should end. 

Finally, President Trump’s Office of Man-
agement and Budget (OMB) repeatedly vio-
lated Article 1 of the Constitution and appro-
priations law. OMB has frequently directed the 
Department of Defense to withhold funding to 
authorized programs against Congressional in-
tention and direction. During the longest fed-
eral government shutdown in history, OMB di-
rected the Department to unlawfully use 
money appropriated for national security re-
search and development projects to pay mili-
tary personnel. I support paying our troops in 
the event of a shutdown, but the way OMB 
and the Department moved this funding was 
not legal. 

These are just three examples in a very 
long list, but the fact is that President Trump 
has a record of chronic unlawful misuse of our 
military and national security assets. This is 
dangerous to our national security, the future 
of our democracy, and this behavior is directly 
relevant to whether Congress should endorse 
an NDAA that, in my opinion, does not do 
nearly enough to reign in an Administration 
that is increasingly out of control. Let me lay 
out several of my concerns with this legisla-
tion. 

First, this NDAA authorizes $890 billion in 
funding for the Department of Defense, Na-
tional Nuclear Security Agency, and other na-
tional security agencies. This is approximately 
$8 billion above what the President requested 
in his Fiscal Year 2026 Budget for national se-
curity agencies. Additionally, the Trump ad-
ministration received $156 billion in new man-
datory defense funding through the Repub-
lican reconciliation bill. I voted against pro-
viding the Administration with that funding, and 
I believe it will give them too much flexibility in 
supporting a broad range of the Administra-
tion’s national security priorities. However, 
Congress has yet to receive a final spend plan 
from the Department that accounts for the full 
amount of that funding. Given the broad in-
crease in defense funding provided through 
reconciliation, and my previously stated con-
cerns about OMB’s unlawful approach to ap-
propriations law, I do not believe that Con-
gress should authorize additional defense 
funding in the NDAA above the budget re-
quest. 

Second, I am concerned that this NDAA will 
enable the Trump administration’s continued 
misuse of the National Guard and active-duty 
military for domestic law enforcement pur-
poses. The bill codifies portions of several of 
President Trump’s executive orders regarding 
U.S. military activity on the Southern Border, 
including the administration’s establishment of 
new National Defense Areas. It does not pro-
vide clear statutory limits on the use of lethal 
military force on U.S. soil, including narrow 
definitions of pressing circumstances, judicial 
oversight where practical, immediate Congres-
sional notification, and independent after-ac-
tion review. This NDAA needed to provide 
clear limits on the President’s border oper-
ations including sunset provisions and reau-
thorization requirements. It fails to do so. The 
NDAA also provides no restriction on the in-
creasingly routine federal use of the National 
Guard and active-duty forces. At the very 
least, it should limit any domestic support in 
policing to requests by the governors or nar-
rowly tailored, time-limited federal authoriza-
tions with mandatory training and Congres-
sional reporting requirements. 

Third, while this NDAA repeals the 1991 
and 2002 Authorizations for Use of Military 
Force (AUMF) related to U.S. military actions 
in Iraq, the bill does not repeal the 2001 
AUMF that was passed following the terrorist 
attacks September 11, 2001. I have long sup-
ported a repeal of the 2001 AUMF because it 
was intended to authorize military action 
against Al-Qaeda in Afghanistan, a mission 
that has long since ended. The legal authori-
ties provided in the 2001 AUMF are now being 
twisted by the Trump administration to justify 
military strikes in the Western Hemisphere on 
drug traffickers, who are international crimi-
nals, but that the Administration has defined 
as ‘‘terrorists.’’ As I stated previously, I believe 
this to be unlawful. These actions are dan-
gerous mission creep that I fear may lead to 
another catastrophic war of regime change in 
Venezuela. If the Trump administration needs 
new legal authorities to conduct strikes on ter-
rorist groups in the Middle East, then they 
should seek new authorization from Congress. 
If they feel that military action in the Western 
Hemisphere is a national security priority, then 
they should seek authorization from Congress 
as well and let the representatives of the peo-
ple decide as our Constitution states. 

Fourth, this bill continues to embrace the 
Trump administration’s culture war attacks on 
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Accessibility 
programs that undermine recruitment, reten-
tion and unit cohesion. Americans have 
watched President Trump turn the Defense 
Department into an ideological battleground 
for imposing a right-wing ideology that politi-
cizes personnel policy and damages the readi-
ness of all our service members. While this 
conferenced version of the NDAA does not in-
clude all the culture war related provisions 
from House version, it does retain some. That 
includes a provision prohibiting transgender 
Americans from participating in sports at the 
U.S. service academies, which is an unneces-
sary attack on transgender Americans who are 
already prevented from serving in the military 
by President Trump. Republicans must stop 
injecting partisan politics into the NDAA be-
cause these provisions promote only division 
and will continue to discourage Americans 
from serving our Nation. 

Fifth, this NDAA authorizes expanded mili-
tary cooperation between the United States 
and Israel that, considering the Israeli military 
campaign in Gaza that has killed approxi-
mately 70,000 Palestinians, I do not support. 
To be clear, I have always supported and con-
tinue to support cooperative missile defense 
programs like Iron Dome because I believe 
that no child—Israeli or Palestinian—deserves 
to have missiles fall on their heads. However, 
this NDAA goes beyond support for missile 
defense and includes provisions that strength-
en the defense production relationship and 
technology sharing, including unmanned sys-
tems, between the United States and Israel. 
As a strong critic of Prime Minister Netanyahu, 
I am appalled at the way he has prosecuted 
the Israeli military campaign against Hamas 
terrorists that has led to catastrophic death 
and destruct in Gaza. With a fragile ceasefire 
in place, we should be focused on ensuring 
the continuation of a peace process that ends 
the war for good, not expanding our military 
cooperation with Prime Minister Netanyahu’s 
government. 

Finally, this NDAA contains a provision that 
allows the Department of Defense and the 
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Services to move funds between several dif-
ferent accounts of appropriated funds includ-
ing the: Military Construction, Operations and 
Maintenance, and Research, Development, 
Test, and Evaluation accounts, without seek-
ing approval from Congress. I understand that 
the intent is to expedite the construction of the 
new headquarters for U.S. Space Command, 
but the authority provided by this provision is 
broad, permanent, and will likely be used be-
yond this one instance. The Appropriations 
Committee meticulously considers how funds 
from these accounts are to be used, and this 
authority offers too much room for abuse by 
the Administration. Given OMB and the De-
partment’s repeated abuse of appropriations 
law this year, the idea of providing the Depart-
ment with new authority to move funds absent 
Congressional approval should be a non-start-
er for the Appropriations Committee. This pro-
vision must be rescinded in the Defense Ap-
propriations Act. 

As the Ranking Member of the House Ap-
propriations Subcommittee on Defense, I com-
pletely agree that the United States must 
maintain a strong military force that can deter 
wars and win them if necessary. I appreciate 
the work that has been done by my Demo-
cratic colleagues on the Armed Services Com-
mittee to improve this bill. They have worked 
hard and I will have a similarly difficult task in 
negotiating the conference agreement for the 
Fiscal Year 2026 Defense Appropriations Act. 
My colleagues have given their best efforts 
and put forward a product that attempts major 
reforms to a clearly broken defense acquisition 
process, many of which I support. But America 
must be both strong and principled, and the 
National Defense Authorization Act must re-
flect that spirit. We can modernize our forces 
and protect our homeland without eroding the 
Constitutional safeguards that make our de-
mocracy worth defending. It is with deep re-
gret that, in my opinion, this bill does not do 
enough to meet that standard. 

I oppose this legislation and I urge my col-
leagues to do the same. 
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HONORING TEN YEARS OF KING-
MAN VETERANS TREATMENT 
COURT 

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 11, 2025 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize Magistrate Jeffrey Singer and the ten- 
year anniversary of the Kingman Veterans 
Treatment Court—a model of justice, account-
ability, and compassion for those who have 
served our Nation. 

Founded on December 9, 2015, Judge 
Singer’s vision created a specialized court that 
confronts the challenges many veterans face 
when returning to civilian life, including mental 
health struggles, addiction, and the lingering 
wounds of combat. Instead of allowing these 
challenges to lead to a cycle of punishment, 
the Kingman Veterans Treatment Court offers 
structured treatment, peer mentorship, and a 
path toward stability and dignity. 

The results speak for themselves. Over the 
past decade, 130 veterans have graduated 
from the program, gaining access to critical re-
sources such as mental health care, sub-

stance use treatment, housing support, and 
employment assistance. Recidivism has 
dropped, families have been strengthened, 
and the community has benefited from vet-
erans who return not only as productive citi-
zens, but often as mentors guiding others 
through the same journey. 

Most importantly, this court embodies a fun-
damental principle: we do not abandon those 
who served our country. Judge Singer’s lead-
ership, along with the dedication of the court’s 
team and volunteer mentors, has transformed 
lives and reaffirmed our community’s commit-
ment to every veteran who needs a second 
chance. 

On this milestone anniversary, I offer my 
sincere appreciation to Magistrate Singer and 
all who make the Kingman Veterans Treat-
ment Court a success. Their work honors our 
veterans, strengthens our community, and 
sets a lasting example of what justice can 
achieve when it leads with both accountability 
and compassion. 
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HONORING QUINT AVENETTI WITH 
A CONGRESSIONAL VETERAN 
COMMENDATION 

HON. PAT FALLON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 11, 2025 

Mr. FALLON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Chief Warrant Officer 05, Quint 
Avenetti, of Rockwall, Texas, and to award 
him a Congressional Veteran Commendation. 
CW05 Avenetti honorably served in the United 
States Marine Corps as a Field Artillery/Target 
Acquisition Officer. 

In 1980, Quint Avenetti began his military 
career in the enlisted ranks, where his excep-
tional knowledge and professionalism led to 
his commissioning as a Warrant Officer. 
Throughout his service, he led all aspects of 
field artillery operations, specializing in target 
identification, acquisition, destruction, and as-
sessment. His assignments took him to Saudi 
Arabia in support of Operations Desert Shield 
and Desert Storm, to the Persian Gulf, and 
later to Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Free-
dom. 

Over the course of twenty-seven years of 
service, his commendations include the 
Bronze Star Medal, the Marine Corps Com-
mendation Medal, the Meritorious Service 
Medal, and the Marine Good Conduct Medal 
(three awards), as well as nine Certificates of 
Commendation, the Kuwait Liberation Medal, 
the Southwest Asia Service Medal (three 
awards), the Iraqi Freedom Medal, the Navy 
Unit Commendation, and the Presidential Unit 
Citation. 

Following his military career, Quint turned 
his focus to veteran affairs in Rockwall, be-
coming a leading force in the Rockwall Band 
of Brothers, Sisters, and Friends. Within that 
organization, he plans ‘‘happy hours,’’ bringing 
together veterans of all ranks and services for 
fellowship and local engagement. Quint also 
serves as the Adjutant of the Dallas and North 
Texas Chapters of the Military Order of the 
World Wars, while remaining an active mem-
ber of the Rockwall Terry Fisher American Le-
gion Post No. 117. 

He has been instrumental in establishing the 
James W. Randolph Detachment of the na-

tionally chartered Marine Corps League and in 
launching the first Rockwall ISD JROTC pro-
gram. Beyond his leadership in veteran serv-
ice organizations, he coordinates local veteran 
fitness competitions and annual ‘‘Bodfish’’ 
gatherings—events that bring veterans and 
their families together in a rustic setting to cel-
ebrate life and support one another. 

I am deeply honored to recognize Chief 
Warrant Officer, Quint Avenetti, for his extraor-
dinary courage, patriotism, and lifelong com-
mitment to service. He represents the very 
best of Texas’ 4th Congressional District and 
of our great Nation. 

f 

HONORING SAINT PAUL FIRE 
CHIEF BUTCH INKS 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 11, 2025 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the distinguished career of St. Paul 
Fire Department Chief Butch Inks on his retire-
ment after than more than 40 years of stead-
fast service to the City of Saint Paul, including 
31 years of dedication to public safety as a 
Firefighter and Chief of the Saint Paul Fire De-
partment. 

Chief Butch Inks grew up in Saint Paul’s 
North End, beginning his public service jour-
ney in 1985 when he was first hired by the 
City of Saint Paul through a youth employment 
program. In 1994, he joined the Saint Paul 
Fire Department, beginning what would be-
come a decades-long commitment to pro-
tecting and serving his hometown. Alongside 
his municipal service, Chief Inks dedicated 26 
years to the United States Air Force Reserve, 
deploying multiple times and retiring as a mas-
ter sergeant in 2012. Chief Inks’ history in mili-
tary and municipal service shaped him into the 
steady, principled leader the department and 
community have relied upon. 

Since his appointment as Fire Chief in 2019, 
Chief Inks has overseen a period of progress 
and modernization for one of Minnesota’s 
busiest urban fire and emergency service 
agencies. I was proud to partner with Chief 
Inks to secure over $1.6 million in federal 
funding towards the complete rebuilding of 
Saint Paul Fire Station 7 on the East Side, re-
placing a nearly century-old facility in the city’s 
highest call-volume area. Chief Inks also 
placed into service Minnesota’s first all-electric 
fire engine, Engine 7, leading us towards a 
cleaner and healthier future for our fire depart-
ment and for our community. 

Chief Inks’s leadership—along with all the 
distinguished individuals of the Saint Paul Fire 
Department—has made a notable impact on 
the City of Saint Paul. He increased EMS and 
fire staffing to the highest levels in department 
history through an innovative scheduling 
model that simultaneously reduced overtime 
costs. He implemented both Basic Life Sup-
port and Advanced Life Support emergency 
medical response models, shortening re-
sponse times. During the COVID–19 pan-
demic and the civil unrest that followed the 
murder of George Floyd, he coordinated 200 
emergency responders, managing more than 
50 incidents in a single 12-hour period and 
preventing millions of dollars in property dam-
age. He expanded firefighter health protec-
tions through comprehensive cardiac 
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