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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN H. RUTHERFORD

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 2, 2025

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, due to an
illness in my family, | missed the following Roll
Call votes on November 18, 2025.

Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 294; YEA on Roll Call
No. 295; YEA on Roll Call No. 296; and YEA
on Roll Call No. 297.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 2, 2025

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
able to cast votes on December 1, 2025, due
to a flight delay. If | were present for Roll Call
votes, | would have voted aye on: Roll Call
No. 306, On Motion to Suspend the Rules and
Pass, as Amended, H.R. 5348, Social Security
Child Protection Act of 2025; and Roll Call No.
307, On Motion to Suspend the Rules and
Pass as Amended, H.R. 4423, No New Burma
Funds Act.

————

RECOGNIZING CHAFFEY COLLEGE
TRUSTEE KATHLEEN BRUGGER

HON. NORMA J. TORRES

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 2, 2025

Mrs. TORRES of California. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Kathleen Brugger, and her
countless years of dedication to Inland Empire
students, as she retires from the Chaffey Col-
lege Governing Board after 32 years of serv-
ice.

Ms. Brugger is a lifelong resident of our
community; in 1961, she graduated from
Montclair High School, and in 1963, she
earned her associate’s degree from Chaffey
College. Later on, she earned a bachelor’s in
social work from Cal Poly Pomona, which
kick-started her journey to becoming a social
worker.

In 1977, Ms. Brugger ran for the Ontario-
Montclair School District board. She served on
the board for 16 years before joining the
Chaffey College Governing Board in 1993.
Under her leadership, Chaffey College cham-
pioned the expansion of the college from one
to three campuses, the opening of the Indus-
trial Technical Learning Center, and the devel-
opment of critical support services.

When serving on the Governing Board of
Chaffey College, Kathleen participated in long-
term planning, budget oversight, and policy
decisions, helping ensure continuity across

multiple phases of the district’'s development.
Her work also spanned multiple accreditation
cycles, budget planning periods, and district
governance processes, and her expertise and
familiarity with the operational requirements of
a multi-campus institution were invaluable to
the college.

Kathleen’s widespread involvement dem-
onstrates her enthusiasm for public education
systems in the Inland Empire. Her hard work
has left a lasting impact on many, as seen by
her recognition as Chaffey College’s 2002
Alumni of the Year, and with Chaffey College
being named a top-10 finalist for the 2017
Aspen Prize for Community College Excel-
lence.

Beyond her contributions to Chaffey Col-
lege, Kathleen has also served on several crit-
ical boards and organizations in the Inland
Empire  community, including the San
Bernardino County Committee on School Dis-
trict Organization, the Montclair Chamber of
Commerce, the Ontario YMCA, the Assistance
League, and the Ontario-Montclair School Dis-
trict Board of Trustees.

Kathleen’s retirement concludes more than
three decades of service to education in the
Inland Empire, including roles with Chaffey
College, the Ontario-Montclair School District,
and several local organizations. Even after re-
tiring from the Chaffey College Governing
Board, Kathleen will continue to support stu-
dents across the region as a member of the
Chaffey College Foundation Board.

For her outstanding service to our students
and community, it is my honor to recognize
Kathleen Brugger. Her commitment to the In-
land Empire and beyond is worthy of the high-
est commendation.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN H. RUTHERFORD

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 2, 2025

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, due to an
illness in my family, | missed the following Roll
Call votes on November 19, 2025.

Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 298; YEA on Roll Call
No. 299; YEA on Roll Call No. 300; YEA on
Roll Call No. 301; and PRESENT on Roll Call
No. 302.

————

CONGRATULATING DR. ROBERT
MARTIN

HON. TERESA LEGER FERNANDEZ

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 2, 2025

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor Dr. Robert Martin, former Presi-

dent of the Institute of American Indian Arts in
Santa Fe, New Mexico.

As one of the 37 tribal colleges in the
United States, and the only fine arts college in
the world dedicated to the study of contem-
porary Native American and Alaskan Native
arts, the IAIA fills a vital space in the aca-
demic world.

A world class arts education institution
doesn’t just happen overnight; it takes leader-
ship and vision. Dr. Martin spent the last eight-
een years providing that vision as he ex-
panded IAIA from 2007 to 2025.

The student body represents 99 tribes and
includes individuals from 35 states. Dr. Robert
Martin has inspired not only Congress, but
philanthropists to invest in the school. The
many famous alumni, like Sherman Alexie, a
celebrated author, poet, and screenwriter, to
Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz a historian and author
known for works in indigenous issues to the
next generation who are active in helping him
guide the school and inspire present day stu-
dents in the classroom and in the studio.

He has also championed tribal colleges be-
yond IAIA because he knows that they nurture
the languages that keep tribal cultures alive
and vibrant like the Navajo, and the Zuni that
even have programs offered at the college.

As a champion for indigenous art and edu-
cation, he nurtures the university mission to
empower creativity and mold the indigenous
leaders we need. His extensive experience in
higher education is a testament to his commit-
ment to indigenous students and stories.

| know the impact of his work lives on in the
students, faculty, and staff of every institution
he has been a part of. His legacy as an out-
standing leader in higher education has even
earned him his own day in Santa Fe, Novem-
ber 8, called “Dr. Martin Day”.

His dedication to education and cultural
preservation has also earned him distin-
guished recognition from the White House, as
one of the recipients of the 2022 National Hu-
manities Medal.

| am honored to include his name into the
Record, so history will remember him. There is
strength in culture and tradition, there are
leaders who answer the call. Let Dr. Martin be
remembered as one of those leaders.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 2, 2025

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, | was otherwise detained off the floor.

Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 306, and YEA on Roll
Call No. 307.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 2, 2025

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | missed all
the votes in the vote series on December 1,
2025. Had | been present | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 307, final passage of
H.R. 4423, No New Burma Fund Act; and
YEA on Roll Call No. 306, final passage of
H.R. 5348, Social Security Child Protection
Act.

———

RECOGNIZING THE  DEDICATED
PUBLIC SERVICE OF REVEREND
DR. DELLA J. OWENS-BARBER

HON. JAMIE RASKIN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 2, 2025

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the public service of Rev. Dr. Della
J. Owens-Barber in advance of her fourth an-
niversary banquet as Senior Pastor at the
Saint James Christian Church on December 7,
2025. Rev. Dr. Owens-Barber is a dedicated
pastor, scholar, community leader, and advo-
cate for spiritual and social transformation.
Over the past decade, she has played a key
role in the nationwide campaign to advance a
powerful moral agenda to end poverty.

As National Security Director for Repairers
of the Breach, Rev. Dr. Owens-Barber has
been a steadfast leader of the Poor People’s
Campaign and has championed an agenda
against poverty and inequality. At a recent
Poor People Campaign’s Moral March on
Washington, D.C., she spoke on behalf of mil-
lions of Americans who are uninsured and
underinsured. As a result of her unflinching
leadership in the campaign to address the
needs of poor Americans, she has been both
praised for her determination and arrested for
non-violent civil disobedience. She has been
central to the outstanding work of both Repair-
ers of the Breach and the Poor People’s Cam-
paign.

Rev. Dr. Owens-Barber is an accomplished
leader in her ministry, developing robust pro-
grams that engage and empower senior citi-
zens, organizing community food giveaways
and promoting mental health awareness. She
has also fostered intergenerational connection
through worship, education and outreach.

Rev. Dr. Owens-Barber previously led a dis-
tinguished career in law enforcement, higher
education, youth development and social jus-
tice leadership.

Rev. Dr. Owens-Barber earned advanced
degrees in Criminal Justice and Theological
Studies and a Doctor of Ministry. She con-
tinues to lead community service through the
North Carolina Council of Churches where she
serves on the Board of Directors, the Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, and health advocacy
networks. | am honored to recognize Rev. Dr.
Della J. Owens-Barber on her fourth anniver-
sary as Senior Pastor at the Saint James
Christian Church and salute her for her pas-
sionate service to her community and our
country.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JOHN H. RUTHERFORD

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 2, 2025

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, due to an
illness in my family, | missed the following Roll
Call votes on November 20, 2025. Had | been
present, | would have voted YEA on Roll Call
No. 303, and YEA on Roll Call No. 304.

———

HONORING SIRICO’S CATERERS ON

ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF
SERVICE TO THE BROOKLYN
COMMUNITY

HON. NICOLE MALLIOTAKIS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 2, 2025

Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize Sirico’s Cater-
ers of Brooklyn, New York, on the oc-
casion of its 100th anniversary and to
honor a century of family tradition,
community service, and culinary excel-
lence.

Originally, Frank and Rose Sirico
brought their children from Little
Italy, where they had lived for about
ten years on Spring Street, to 13th Av-
enue in Brooklyn.

They moved to Dyker Heights after
purchasing a property on 13th Avenue
to expand their bread business, which
they had established in New York City.
Frank and Rose lived above the store
and began their workday each morning
at 3:30 a.m., turning on the ovens and
preparing fresh Italian bread. Their
oldest sons, Sal and Carmine, were re-
sponsible for baking the bread. During
that time, Sirico’s served both com-
mercial and residential clients, deliv-
ering bread directly to customers’
homes.

In the 1930s, when pizza gained popu-
larity in America, the Sirico family
began serving it as well, utilizing the
same ovens used for baking bread and
drawing on their Neapolitan heritage.
This expansion soon led to the addition
of pasta dishes and, ultimately, to the
opening of a full-service restaurant,
with Grandma serving as the first chef.
The restaurant offered both indoor and
outdoor dining and flourished following
the repeal of Prohibition. Sirico’s Res-
taurant and Bar endured throughout
World War II, even as the sons left to
serve their country. Frank and Rose,
assisted by their daughters, continued
to operate the business. Upon return-
ing from the war, Carmine and Her-
cules helped grow the family enterprise
further.

By the early 1960s, Sirico’s had devel-
oped into three distinct businesses,
managed by brothers Carmine and Her-
cules: a pizzeria in one building, a res-
taurant in another, and a catering hall
where the outdoor garden had once
been. By 1980, the catering operation
had become so successful that the res-
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taurant and pizzeria were closed in
order to focus entirely on catering.
Under the leadership of Jim and Her-
cules, Jr., Sirico’s has continued to
serve the Dyker Heights community,
hosting thousands of weddings, com-
munions, sweet sixteens, and dinner
dances, and remaining a proud Brook-
lyn institution for generations.

As Sirico’s celebrates a century of
success and four generations of family
leadership, it stands as a testament to
Brooklyn’s enduring spirit of hard
work, hospitality, and community.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 2, 2025

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, | missed two sus-
pension votes due to previously scheduled
personal events. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 306, and
YEA on Roll Call No. 307.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BRIAN BABIN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 2, 2025

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, due to illness, |
was not able to vote. Had | been present, |

would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 306,
and YEA on Roll Call No. 307.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MICHAEL A. RULLI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 2, 2025

Mr. RULLI. Mr. Speaker, had | been
present, | would have voted YEA on Roll Call
No. 306, and YEA on Roll Call No. 307.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JOHN H. RUTHERFORD

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 2, 2025

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, due to an
illness in my family, | missed the following Roll
Call votes on November 21, 2025. Had | been

present, | would have voted YEA on Roll Call
No. 305.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. PRAMILA JAYAPAL

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 2, 2025

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, | missed Roll
Call votes No. 306 and No. 307 on December
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