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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

DENOUNCING THE HORRORS OF
SOCIALISM

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 21, 2025

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, the House
already passed an identical resolution to this
last Congress. | voted against it then, as | will
do again today. | expressed my serious con-
cerns with how this resolution was written
then, but nothing has changed.

Once again, the Republican majority has
thrown together a poorly written, ill-conceived
resolution that is so sloppy that it condemns
socialism in all its forms, including democrat-
ically elected officials and governments. That
includes important allies and friends of the
United States that have mainstream socialist
political parties like Albania, Australia, Den-
mark, Finland, France, Iceland, Luxembourg,
Montenegro, New Zealand, North Macedonia,
Norway, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Spain,
and Sweden.

With this resolution, House Republicans are
sending a message to many proud democ-
racies, including multiple members of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO),
that we condemn the domestic political proc-
ess within their nations. As Ranking Member
of the House Appropriations Subcommittee on
Defense, | know just how crucial it is to main-
tain relationships with our NATO allies who
have come to our aid. This resolution is an in-
sult to them.

Mr. Speaker, it is telling that on the first
week back to regular order after shutting down
the House floor for seven weeks, House Re-

publicans are continuing to waste the Amer-
ican public’'s time with political messaging
stunts like this.

It should be rejected.

CELEBRATING NATIVE AMERICAN
HERITAGE MONTH

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 28, 2025

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, each No-
vember, our Nation recognizes the ongoing
contributions and resilience of the First Ameri-
cans during Native American Heritage Month.
This is a time to celebrate the vibrant and di-
verse cultures of Native people across this
country and to honor the role that sovereign
tribal governments play in making the United
States of America great.

Minnesota is home to eleven Ojibwe and
Dakota nations, and those nations and their
people are a vital part of our state’s heritage
and our future. This year Minnesota’s tribal
leaders raised the flags of all 11 nations for
the first time on our state capitol grounds,
where they will fly permanently at the new
Tribal Flag Plaza. | am incredibly proud of this
historic commitment to recognizing the original
governments of this land and the thriving na-
tions they still represent. Governor Walz and
our state legislature have worked hard to im-
prove and strengthen tribal-state relationships,
and this plaza is an enduring symbol of that
respect and partnership.

American Indians, Alaska Natives, and Na-
tive Hawaiians have played a foundational role
in America’s success. Native Americans

formed the first participatory democracies that
inspired the U.S. Constitution, and they are
the population with the highest rates of service
in our country’s armed forces. The govern-
ment-to-government relationships between the
United States and the 574 diverse, federally
recognized tribal nations have shaped our Na-
tion since its founding. Native communities
have continued to contribute to our national
fabric over the last 250 years through their tra-
ditions, indigenous environmental knowledge,
languages, and countless other ways. Native
cultures and nations have endured despite
centuries of violence, injustice, and discrimina-
tion. That legacy must never be buried or ig-
nored, but | am committed to working with trib-
al leaders to moving forward in a new era of
respect and self-governance throughout Indian
Country.

| am honored to have collaborated with trib-
al leaders throughout my career on local
issues like restoring trust land and upholding
treaty rights to fish and gather, and on major
national legislation to better meet our federal
trust responsibility, uphold tribal sovereignty,
and support Native families. Yet even with the
progress we have made, tremendous work re-
mains to fulfill our trust and treaty obligations
to Indian Country. Meeting the needs for
health, education, public safety, and food se-
curity of Native Americans is our federal re-
sponsibility and a treaty commitment.

As we come to the close of this month that
celebrates the heritage and resilience of our
Native American brothers and sisters, we must
carry forward the commitment to strengthen
our nation-to-nation relationship, honor our
treaty commitments, and ensure that tribal
sovereignty is respected.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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