S7226

Sherman Cooper of Kentucky. Stearns was
paid $18 million for 60,000 acres which it sold
to the federal government under threat of
condemnadtion.

Gable also waged a long-running but ulti-
mately unsuccessful legal battle against
state and federal governments challenging
restrictions on mining and logging and seek-
ing compensation for mineral rights that the
company had owned inside federal lands.

In his quixotic run for governor in 1995, he
lost in the primary to the eventual Repub-
lican nominee Larry Forgy, who, unlike
Gable, supported public financing and spend-
ing limits. Democrat Paul Patton won the
general election and was reelected with
token Republican opposition. Before the 2003
race for governor, the legislature ended pub-
lic financing and spending limits.

Gable served on the boards of many busi-
nesses and organizations. He also chaired the
Kentucky Arts Council and Kentucky Opera
and served on the Kentucky Center for the
Performing Arts board. He served as the
final board chair of George Peabody College
for Teachers and oversaw its merger with
Vanderbilt University, where he later served
as a trustee. Nationally, he was president of
the National Committee for the Performing
Arts and a member of the President’s Com-
mittee for the Performing Arts at the Ken-
nedy Center in Washington, D.C.

Gable and his wife Emily, who died in 2017,
were avid travelers during their 58-year mar-
riage. A member of the Episcopal Church of
the Ascension in Frankfort, Gable also
served on the Missions Board of the Epis-
copal Diocese of Kentucky.

He is survived by his children, James (Lisa
Guillermin), Elizabeth Gable Hicks and John
(Virginia Harris), as well as grandchildren
Helen-Anne and Robert “Bo’” Gable.

In 2017, Kentucky Republicans gathered to
honor Gable at a tribute sponsored by the
Republican Women’s Club of Franklin Coun-
ty. Writing about the event in The Courier-
Journal, political strategist and GOP com-

mentator Scott Jennings reported that
Gable brought the truth bell.

——

ANGOLA
Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the remarks
delivered by President Biden on De-
cember 3, 2024, during his historic trip
to Angola honoring the past and future
of the Angolan-U.S. relationship, be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT BIDEN HONORING THE
PAST AND FUTURE OF THE ANGOLAN-U.S.
RELATIONSHIP
Mr. PRESIDENT. You are a brave

crowd to come out in the rain. I

brought my hat just in case. I don’t

have much hair to help me.

Leaders of Angola, government and
civil society, students, young leaders,
staff of the National Slavery Museum,
distinguished guests, I sincerely mean
this when I say thank you for being
here in the rain with us today. Thank
you for allowing me to be here. It’s an
honor—a genuine honor to be with you
today in Angola.

I just got off the phone with the vice
president, telling her I'm sorry she’s
not with me to be here today, you
know, with you in Angola, the—a vi-
brant city. And—and I—look, not the
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city. The city, I know, is not Angola,
but in Angola in a vibrant city.

And I'm joined by members of the
United States Congress, senior officials
of my administration, and American
business and civic leaders. We think
that it’s important that we get to-
gether. We thank all people of Angola
for your warm hospitality, and I mean
that s—please sit down if you have a
seat. Don’t—I’m sorry. I wasn’t sure
you all had seats.

We are gathered at a someln—a sol-
emn location. Because to fully consider
how far our two countries have come in
our friendship, we have to remember
how we began.

We hear them in the wind and the
waves. Young women, young men born
free in the highlands of Angola, only to
be captured, bound, and forced on a
‘“‘death march’ along this very coast to
this spot by slave traders in the year
1619.

In the building next to us, they were
baptized into a foreign faith against
their will, their names changed against
their will to Anthony and Isabella.
Then they were condemned to a slave
ship bound for the Middle Passage,
packed together in hundreds by hun-
dreds. A third of those souls did not
survive the journey. One third died on
the way.

But Anthony and Isabella made it to
the British colony in Virginia, where
they were sold into servitude and be-
came two of the first enslaved Ameri-
cans in a place that, 150 years later,
would become the United States of
America. They had a son, considered
the first child of African descent born
in America: William Tucker.

It was the beginning of slavery in the
United States. Cruel. Brutal. Dehu-
manizing. Our nation’s original sin—
original sin—one that haunted America
and casts a long shadow ever since.

From the bloody Civil War that near-
ly tore my nation apart to the long
battle with Jim Crow in the ni—to—
into the 1960s for the civil rights and
voting rights movement—which got me
involved in public life—during which
American cities were burned, to the
still unfinished reckoning with racial
injustice in my country today.

Historians believe people of Angola
accounted for a significant number of
all enslaved people shipped to America.
Today, millions of African Americans
have roots in Angola.

As T said at the U.S.-African Leaders
Summit that held in Washington two
yvears—I held in Washington two years
ago, ‘‘Our people lie at the heart of the
deep and profound connection that for-
ever binds Africa and the United States
together. We remember the stolen men
and women and children who were
brought to our shores in chains, sub-
jected to unimaginable cruelty.”

Here with us today are three Ameri-
cans who are direct descendants of An-
thony and Isabella, those first enslaved
Americans—Afri- —Africans in Amer-
ica. Wanda Tucker of Hamilton [Hamp-
ton], Virginia. Wanda, are you there?
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There you are, Wanda. God love you.
Her brother Vincent and Carolita as
well. Thank you for being here. We're
going to write history, not erase his-
tory.

The Tuckers learned their family his-
tory around the dinner table. That his-
tory led Wanda here in Angola a few
years ago. She did not know how to
speak the language, but that didn’t
matter. When she arrived, Wanda said
she felt something profound, like she’d
come home. That was her comment to
me. She called it the ‘‘connection with-
out words.”

Ladies and gentlemen, I am here
today to honor that connection be-
tween our people and to pay tribute to
the generations of Angolans and Amer-
ican families, like the Tuckers, who
have served in government for over—
I've served in government for over 50
years. I know I only look like I'm 40
years old, but I've been around hanging
in the government for—I hate to admit
it—or 50 years.

But in that 50 years, I've learned a
lot. Perhaps most importantly, I have
learned that while history can be hid-
den, it cannot and should not be
erased. It should be faced. It’s our duty
to face our history: the good, the bad,
and the ugly—the whole truth. That’s
what great nations do.

That’s why I chose to speak here at
the National Slavery Museum today,
just as I toured. And that’s why your
president visited the National Museum
of African American Culture in the—in
Washington, D.C.—the second most-vis-
ited museum in the States—and he did
it a few years ago.

He saw what I see: the stark con-
tradiction between my country’s
founding principles of liberty, justice,
and equality and the way we long
treated people from Angola and from
throughout Africa.

I've often said America is the only
nation in the world founded on an idea.
Most countries are founded based on
race, ethnicity, religion, geography, or
some other attribute. But in the
United States, founded on idea, one
embedded in our Declaration of Inde-
pendence, and that is that all men and
women are created equal and deserve
to be treated equally throughout their
lives.

It’s abundantly clear today we have
not lived up to that idea, but we’ve
never fully walked away from it either.
And that’s due in no small part to the
determination and dreams of African
Americans, including Angolan Ameri-
cans.

The proud descendants of the dias-
pora who helped build my nation as
they rebuilt their own families and
their own sense of self. They were the
forebearers as well—resilient, faithful,
even hopeful—hopeful that joy would
cometh in the morning, as it says in
the Bible; hopeful that our past would
not be the story of our future; and
hopeful, in time, the United States
would write a different story in part-
nership with the people brought here in
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chains to my nation from Africa. It’s a
story of mutual respect and mutual
progress.

That’s the history that brings me
here, the first American president ever
to visit Angola. Over time—and I'm
proud to be. Over time, the relation-
ship beca- —between our countries has
been transformed from distance to gen-
uine warmth. Today, our relationship
is the strongest it’s ever been.

Throughout my presidency, it’s been
my goal—goal of the United States to
build a strong partnership with peoples
and nations across the continent of Af-
rica—true partnerships aimed at
achieving shared goals, bringing to
bear the dynamism of America’s pri-
vate sector and the expertise of our
government to support aspirations of
African entrepreneurs, experts, leaders
both inside and outside of government.

Because we know the challenge that
define our age demand African leader-
ship. One out of every four human
beings on Earth will live in Africa by
the year 2050. And the ingenuity and
determination of young Africans in
particular, like the young society lead-
ers I just met with here today, will be
undeniable forces in that human
progress.

That’s why I'm so optimistic, be-
cause of that generation. In no small
part, it will be in their hands and the
hands of people across Africa to expand
access to clean energy, to tackle
threats of global health, to grow glob-
al—a global middle class.

IN MANY WAYS, AFRICA’S—AFRICA’S SUCCESS
IS AND WILL BE THE WORLD’S SUCCESS. AS I
SAID AT THE UNITED STATES—U.S.-AFRICA
SUMMIT: THE UNITED STATES IS ALL IN ON
AFRICA’S FUTURE.

Two years ago, I pledged to deliver
$65 million [billion] in new investments
in Africa and to mobilize American
businesses to close new deals with Afri-
can partners. Two years ago, we are
out way ahead of schedule. More than
20 heads of U.S. government agencies
and members of my Cabinet have trav-
eled to Africa, delivering over $40 bil-
lion in investments thus far.

And we have announced nearly 1,200
new business deals between African and
American companies—and American
companies—total will be worth $52 bil-
lion, including investments in solar en-
ergy, telecom, mobile finance, infra-
structure, and partnerships with Amer-
ican airlines to expand opportunities
for tourism so you don’t have to fly to
Paris to get here—although Paris is
pretty nice.

Here in Angola alone, the United
States has invested $3 billion during
my short presidency. We see the bonds
between our countries across sectors,
from clean energy to health care to
sports. The American Basketball
Associat- —National Basketball Asso-
ciation launched Basketball Africa
League and Angola is the reigning
champion.

And we see the impact of American
culture across—African culture across
the American culture, from music to
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entertainment to fashion to arts and so
much more.

Student exchanges between our coun-
tries are essential and must increase.
Students in both countries can be—bet-
ter understand one another if they
know the country, if they visit the
country, if they’re educated in the
other country. An increased connection
between us makes a big difference.

Being all in on Africa means making
sure African voices are heard at the ta-
bles that matter most. Under my lead-
ership, the United States brought—we
brought in the African Union as a per-
manent member of the G20 economies,
and we insisted on more African rep-
resentation among the leaders of the
International Monetary Fund and
other world financial institutions.

We’ve also pushed to ensure that de-
veloping nations do mnot—do not
choose—have to choose between paying
down unsustainable debt and being able
to invest in their own people. And
we’re using our voi- —our own voice to
increase Africa’s presence on the U.N.
Security Council at the United Na-
tions. That should happen. You can
clap for that, folks. You should be in
there.

The United States continues to be
the world’s largest provider of humani-
tarian aid and development assistance.
And that’s going to increase. You
know, that’s the right thing for the
wealthiest nation in the world to do.

And today, I'm announcing over $1
billion in new humanitarian support
for Africans displaced from homes by
historic droughts and food insecurity.

But we know African leaders and
citizens are seeking more than just aid.
You seek investment. And so, the
United States is expanding our rela-
tionship all across Africa—from assist-
ance to aid to investment to trade—
moving from patrons to partners to
help bridge the infrastructure gap.

I was told, by the way, when I got
elected I could never get an infrastruc-
ture bill passed because the last guy

spent eight years saying, ‘Next
month’—four years saying, ‘‘Next
month.”

Well, guess what, folks? We’ve done
it. A trillion—a trillion three hundred
billion dollars for infrastructure to
narrow the digital divide, drive inclu-
sive, sustainable economic growth.

We’re looking for partners who un-
derstand that the right question in the
yvear 2024 is not ‘“What can the United
States do for the people of Africa?” It’s
“What can we do together for the peo-
ple of Africa?”” That’s what we’re going
to do.

Nowhere in Africa is the answer more
exciting than here in Angola. It starts
with our governments, whose partner-
ship is stronger, deeper, and more ef-
fective and active than any point in
history. It’s testament to your presi-
dent, who had the vision to carry out
this relationship—carry this relation-
ship forward. And it’s a testament to
Angolan citizens across the private sec-
tor and civil society who have forged
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strong bonds with your American coun-
terparts.

And together, we’re engaged in a
major joint project to close the infra-
structure gap for the benefit of Ango-
lans, Africans across the continent,
Americans, and the world. We’ll all
benefit, as you benefit. You’'re—you
can produce much more agriculture,
for example, than states that can’t.
You’re going to increase their lon-
gevity, and you’re going to increase
your impact and profit.

It’s called the Lobito Corridor. We’re
building railroad lines from Angola to
the Port of Lobito, in Zambia and the
DRC, and, ultimately, all the way to
the Atlantic—from the Atlantic Ocean
to the Indian Ocean. It’ll be the first
trans-continental railroad in Africa
and the biggest American rail invest-
ment outside of America.

And I must tell you up front, with
American press here, I'm probably the
most pro-rail guy in America. I've ri-
—TI've ridden over 1,300,000 miles on a
daily basis to my work, 210— -20 miles
a day for the last 50 years.

Well, I didn’t do it as president. I
stayed in the White House a lot.

But all kidding aside, folks, we can
do this. We can do this. It’s in our
power.

It will not only generate significant
employment, it will also allow indi-
vidual countries to maximize their own
domestic resources for the benefit of
their people and sell critical minerals
that power the world’s energy trans-
formation and our fight against cli-
mate change and to transport them in
a fraction of the time and lower cost. A
shipment that used to take over 45
days will now take 45 hours. That’s a
game changer. That increases profit.
That increases opportunity.

The Lobito Corridor represents the
right way to invest in full partnership
with a country and its people.

As part of this project, we will install
enough clean energy power to power
hundreds of thousands of homes, ex-
pand high-speed Internet across—for
millions of Angolans, which is a cos-
—as consequential today as electricity
was two generations ago.

And we’re investing in agriculture
and food security, fulfilling the needs
of countries without agricultural ca-
pacity and expanding opportunities for
countries growing the crops; con-
necting farmers across the Lobito—
along the Lobito Corridor to new mar-
kets, expanding opportunity and pros-
perity—you doing that, having the
means to do it.

The United States understands how
we invest in Africa is as important as
how much we invest. In too many
places, 10 years after the so-called in-
vestment was made, workers are still
coming home on a dirt road and with-
out electricity, a village without a
school, a city without a hospital, or a
country under crushing debt.

We seek a better way: transparent,
high-standard, open-access investments
that protect workers and the rule of
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law and the environment. It can be
done and will be done.

And, folks, the partnership between
Angola and the United States also ex-
tends to supporting peace and security
in this region and beyond.

Pl- —Pr- —President Lourenco, I
want to thank him for his leadership
and mediation in regional conflicts. I
also want to thank him for Angola
speaking out against Russia’s
unprovoked war against Ukraine. It
matters. It matters when leaders speak
out.

Ladies and gentlemen, as you know, I
am in the final weeks of my presi-
dency. You don’t have to clap for that.
You can if you want.

But I wanted to come to Angola. Al-
though I've been chairman of the Afri-
ca America subcommittee for a long
time, I had never made it to Angola.
Because although I don’t know exactly
what the future will hold, I know the
future runs through Angola, through
Africa. I mean it sincerely. I'm not kid-
ding.

I know that any nation that wants to
thrive in the next century must work
as Dpartners with workers, entre-
preneurs, and businesses here in Africa.
I know that the connection between
our communities, our universities, our
sports, our civil societies, our families,
our people will only grow deeper. We
have to stay focused.

The story of Angola and the United
States holds a lesson for the world: two
nations with a shared history in evil of
human bondage; two nations on oppo-
site sides of the Cold War, defining
struggle in the late part of the 20th
century; and now, two nations standing
shoulder to shoulder, working together
every day for the mutual benefit of our
people.

It’s a reminder that no nation need
be permanently a—the adversary of an-
other, a testament to the human ca-
pacity for reconciliation, and proof
that from every—from the horrors of
slavery and war, there is a way for-
ward.

So, I stand here today—I mean this
sincerely—deeply optimistic.

When I—by the way, 20 years ago,
when I was a senator, I had a cranial
aneurysm. They s- —got me to the hos-
pital in time. I remember asking the
doctor, ‘“What are my ch-"—he said,
““Oh, your chances are good. They’re
about 30 percent.” When it was all
over, he was deciding whether or not it
was congenital or environmental. And I
said, ‘I don’t give a damn. I’'m here.”
He said, ‘““You know what your problem
is, Senator? You're a congenital opti-
mist.” T am.

About the possibilities and progress
that lie just beyond the horizon. To-
gether, we can and will chart a futuche
worther [future worthy] of great na-
tions, worthy of the highest aspira-
tions of our people. We just have to re-
member who we are: We're Angolans;
we’'re Americans.

As I often say in Ameri- —to the
American people: There’s nothing—
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nothing beyond our capacity if we
work together. And today, I say to the
people of Angola and all the people of
Africa, there is nothing beyond our ca-
pacity if we do it together.

Thank you. And God bless you and
keep you all safe. Thank you, thank
you, thank you. And thank you for
waiting.

And I got my hat. Thanks, every-
body. I really mean it. You’re very pa-
tient.

——
TRIBUTE TO DEPARTING
SENATORS
Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise

today in recognition of our colleagues
who will conclude their service in this
body at the end of the 118th Congress:
Senators MIKE BRAUN, SHERROD BROWN,
Laphonza Butler, BEN CARDIN, ToM
CARPER, BOB CASEY, JOE MANCHIN,
MITT ROMNEY, KYRSTEN SINEMA,
DEBBIE STABENOW, and JON TESTER.

Each of these colleagues and friends
has made important contributions to
our Nation. And while there is no
greater job than being a U.S. Senator,
it is a job that requires tremendous
dedication and sacrifice. So I thank
these colleagues and their families for
all that they have done.

I had the privilege to serve with Sen-
ator MIKE BRAUN on the Senate Appro-
priations Committee, where we led the
legislative branch subcommittee for 2
years. In the aftermath of the January
6, 2021, attack on the Capitol, we were
able to come together to make critical
investments to improve the security of
the congressional campus while also
safeguarding Senators, Representa-
tives, and staff working in their home
States and districts. I appreciated
MIKE’s preparation, his thoughtful
ideas, and his commitment to getting
the job done. I know he will bring the
same commitment as he leads the
State of Indiana as its next Governor.

My dear friend Senator SHERROD
BROWN has been a champion of working
men and women for his entire life. He
has done more to protect the jobs and
livelihoods of autoworkers, steel-
workers, construction workers, truck
drivers, transit workers, and virtually
every blue-collar profession than any-
one serving in Congress today. He
stood shoulder-to-shoulder with Ohio
workers fighting to save factories and
pensions. He stood up against unfair
competition and bad trade deals. He
fought to secure funding for Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base and NASA’s
John Glenn Research Center. And with
the passage of the bipartisan infra-
structure law, the CHIPS and Science
Act, and the Inflation Reduction Act,
he has championed investments that
will benefit working people for years to
come. I have been fortunate to be at
SHERROD’s side as he has quarterbacked
Democrats on the Senate Banking
Committee over the last decade, in-
cluding 4 years as chairman. He guided
us through the COVID-19 pandemic and
through the largest bank failures since
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the Great Recession. He worked on a
bipartisan basis to crack down on
fentanyl trafficking and to advance
meaningful sanctions on our adver-
saries. He also worked with Vice Presi-
dent-elect VANCE and Senator BOB
CASEY to advance bipartisan rail safety
legislation in the wake of the derail-
ment and fire in East Palestine, OH.
Through his temperament and work
ethic, SHERROD has been a real cham-
pion of working Americans. With two
grandchildren in Rhode Island,
SHERROD is already an honorary Rhode
Islander, and I look forward to seeing
him in the Ocean State frequently.

The prospect of succeeding a Senate
legend and representing the Nation’s
most populous State with only 14
months to make a mark would have
been intimidating to anyone. But Sen-
ator Laphonza Butler embraced the
challenge, becoming a respected voice
on the Judiciary, Banking, Homeland
Security, and Rules Committees. She
worked to champion the needs of her
State, and she worked across the aisle
on legislation to help advance the in-
terests of children and families. I am
delighted that in her final week in of-
fice she was able to secure passage of
legislation awarding the Congressional
Gold Medal to Congresswoman Shirley
Chisholm, a trailblazer for Congress
and America.

In the tradition of Barbara Mikulski
and Paul Sarbanes, Senator BEN
CARDIN has been a smart, principled,
pragmatic, and, most of all, effective
Senator for the State of Maryland.
With over two decades of service in the
House before being elected to the Sen-
ate, BEN’s policy expertise runs the
gamut. Mastering the intricacies of the
Tax Code, trade, Social Security and
Medicare, he is also a leader on the
international stage, where his advice
and wisdom are often sought and fol-
lowed. A champion of human rights
and good government, BEN joined John
McCain in originating the Global
Magnitsky Act, which allows the
United States to sanction foreign gov-
ernment officials who are human rights
offenders. In the years since, he has
worked to expand the Magnitsky Act
to cover more regimes that were op-
pressing their own people. As chairman
of the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, he has been at the center of
critical debates on Ukraine and the
Israel-Hamas conflict, providing wise,
steady leadership on these very chal-
lenging topics.

Senator ToM CARPER has been a
friend and great leader. He is the last
of a generation of Vietnam veterans
who have served in the Senate. As
such, he has focused on supporting na-
tional defense and our veterans. He has
also worked on eliminating waste and
supporting smart investments in our
transportation and water infrastruc-
ture. ToM has always found a way to
work across the aisle on issues he has
cared about. Indeed, as chairman of the
Environment and Public Works Com-
mittee, he led the effort to craft the bi-
partisan infrastructure law, which is
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