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United States for 11 years is ever going
to be seen as an act of political courage
or if he does the same thing for his
brother or any other members of his
family before noon on January 20.

Starting next year, I really won’t
have time for crocodile tears about
President Trump’s pardon decisions if
the Senate can’t bring itself today to
condemn one—just one—single egre-
gious case of abuse of the pardon
power: the ‘‘cash for kids’ judge who
sentenced 2,300 children to private de-
tention centers in return for cash kick-
backs.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri.

AMERICA’S NATIONAL CHURCHILL
MUSEUM NATIONAL HISTORIC
LANDMARK ACT

FORT ONTARIO HOLOCAUST REF-
UGEE SHELTER NATIONAL HIS-
TORICAL PARK ESTABLISHMENT
ACT

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, on
March 5, 1946, President Harry S. Tru-
man of Missouri invited a former
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom,

Winston Churchill, to Fulton, MO,
Westminster College, to deliver a
speech.

The two men actually traveled to the
speech together over land by train, and
it was really a remarkable occasion. By
this time, of course, Churchill was in
retirement—or a brief retirement; he
was to return to public office some
short time thereafter. And Churchill
might have chosen, at that speech in
Fulton at Westminster College, to talk
about any number of things. He might
have talked about his legacy, as many
people do in Washington, DC, these
days. He might have told stories about
the recently won Second World War.
But, instead, he gave one of the most
significant speeches of the 20th cen-
tury, a speech that defined with moral
clarity unparalleled the challenges of
the second half of the 20th century. He
called it the ‘“‘Sinews of Peace’ speech,
but it came to be known ever after as
““The Iron Curtain’’ speech.

It was in Fulton, MO, that Churchill
so famously said that an iron curtain
has descended across the European con-
tinent, and he went on to say that the
struggle against Soviet communism
would be the great moral challenge—
and, of course, the national security
challenge—the great cause of free peo-
ples everywhere in the second half of
the 20th century.

He was absolutely correct. And that
speech set the tone; it set the agenda;
it set the moral framework for the dec-
ades that followed, culminating, of
course, with President Reagan’s own
victory over Soviet communism in
which he led this country to triumph
and the fall of the Berlin Wall, which
would come over four decades after
Churchill visited Fulton.
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Now, interestingly, when Churchill
came to Fulton that day and to West-
minster College, they didn’t have a
space big enough for him, other than
the Westminster College gymnasium.
So Churchill gave his speech in the
gym there at Westminster College.

In the years that followed, as the
speech became progressively more fa-
mous, as Churchill’s prophetic insight
became more and more recognized, the
residents of Fulton decided that it
would be fitting to create a memorial
there on the college campus at West-
minster College to commemorate that
speech. And so they settled upon some-
thing interesting. In 1966, 20 years after
the speech had first been delivered, the
residents of Fulton transported from
London the bricks of a church, a parish
church in London called St. Mary
Aldermanbury that had been destroyed
in the Blitz of 1940 when Churchill was
Prime Minister, when England stood
alone against the Nazi scourge. The
residents of Fulton transported those
bricks from that church that had been
destroyed to Fulton, MO, to the West-
minster campus, and they rebuilt the
church right there on the campus of
Westminster.

Here it is now, as it stands today.
And there is a statue of Churchill right
next to it.

The thing about this church is it was
first built in the 11th century. The first
mention we have of it is in 1181 when it
was a parish church in the city of Lon-
don. It was actually destroyed once be-
fore in the Great Fire of London in
1666, and then it was rebuilt by Sir
Christopher Wren before it was gutted
again by the Blitz in 1940.

So here it stands today in Fulton,
MO, on the campus of Westminster Col-
lege, a monument to Winston Church-
ill, yes, but also a monument to the
great bonds between the United States
and the United Kingdom, to our shared
struggle to free the world of tyranny in
the 20th century and to our shared vic-
tories together across that great cen-
tury.

And today, Mr. President, I am here
on this floor to ask consent to pass leg-
islation to designate this memorial as
a national historic landmark to make
sure that, from now on, the America’s
National Churchill Museum, as it is
called in Fulton, will stand recognized
by this country as a national historic
landmark and that the National Park
Service will continue to help maintain
it and to study future potential des-
ignations for the site.

So we are going to pause, I under-
stand, for one moment, and then I will
ask permission to pass the bill.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New York.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President,
during World War II, Fort Ontario was
the only U.S. refugee shelter for people
fleeing the Holocaust. Let me say it
again. Fort Ontario was the only U.S.
refugee shelter for people fleeing the
Holocaust. It gave them a safe haven.

December 19, 2024

It gave them strength. It gave them
hope that when they needed it the very
most, we were there. And it was one of
the first places where American resi-
dents would ever hear firsthand ac-
counts about what happened during the
Holocaust.

In fact, there are still residents in
this and other communities today who
remember the experiences of living in
or outside of Fort Ontario at a time
when nearly 1,000 Holocaust refugees
were living there and receiving medical
care, food, and education.

Located along Lake Ontario in
Oswego, NY, the Fort Ontario Holo-
caust Refugee Center was supposed to
be the first of many temporary relief
camps across the United States during
World War II, but it was the only one
that came to fruition.

For years, I have been working with
the local community members to honor
and preserve it. I have visited them. I
have heard their stories. I have learned
about the importance of the Fort On-
tario Holocaust Refugee Shelter to
them and their families and the larger
community.

This site has long played an extraor-
dinary role in our Nation’s history, and
its story deserves to be part of the Na-
tional Park System. Establishing the
Fort Ontario Holocaust Refugee Shel-
ter National Historic Park would give
this site permanent protection, and it
would help to make sure it is preserved
and enshrined in the site’s legacy of
hope, compassion, and resilience for fu-
ture generations.

I want to thank Congresswoman
TENNEY and former Congressman
Katko for helping lead this effort. And
I also want to thank Senator HAWLEY
for his partnership and the Senate for
passing this bill.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President, 1
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President,
notwithstanding rule XXII, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of the
following bills en bloc: Calendar No.
630, S. 4607; Calendar No. 589, S. 2742.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bills en bloc.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. I ask unanimous
consent that the committee-reported
substitute amendments, where applica-
ble, be agreed to; the bills, as amended,
if amended, be considered read a third
time and passed; and that the motions
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table, all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bills were passed en bloc as fol-
lows:



December 19, 2024

AMERICA’S NATIONAL CHURCHILL
MUSEUM NATIONAL HISTORIC
LANDMARK ACT

A Dbill (S. 4607) to designate the Amer-
ica’s National Churchill Museum Na-
tional Historic Landmark, and for
other purposes, which had been re-
ported from the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources, was ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, was
read the third time, and passed as fol-
lows:

S. 4607

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘America’s
National Churchill Museum National His-
toric Landmark Act’.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) CitY.—The term ‘‘City’”’ means the city
of Fulton, Missouri.

(2) COLLEGE.—The term ‘‘College’” means
Westminster College, located at 501 West-
minster Avenue in the City.

(3) LANDMARK.—The term ‘‘Landmark”
means the America’s National Churchill Mu-
seum National Historic Landmark des-
ignated by section 3(a).

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(56) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means the
State of Missouri.

SEC. 3. AMERICA’S NATIONAL CHURCHILL MU-
SEUM NATIONAL HISTORIC LAND-
MARK.

(a) DESIGNATION.—America’s National
Churchill Museum located at the College, in-
cluding the Winston Churchill Memorial list-
ed on the National Register of Historic
Places, is designated as the ‘‘America’s Na-
tional Churchill Museum National Historic
Landmark™.

(b) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in con-
sultation with the State, the City, and the
College, may enter into cooperative agree-
ments with appropriate public or private en-
tities, for the purposes of—

(A) protecting historic resources at the
Landmark; and

(B) providing educational and interpretive
facilities and programs at the Landmark for
the public.

(2) TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.—
The Secretary may provide technical and fi-
nancial assistance to any entity with which
the Secretary has entered into a cooperative
agreement under paragraph (1).

(c) No EFFECT ON ACTIONS OF PROPERTY
OWNERS.—Designation of the America’s Na-
tional Churchill Museum as a National His-
toric Landmark shall not prohibit any ac-
tions that may otherwise be taken by a prop-
erty owner (including the College and any
other owner of the Landmark) with respect
to the property of the owner.

(d) No EFFECT ON ADMINISTRATION.—Noth-
ing in this section affects the administration
of the Landmark by the State, the City, or
the College.

SEC. 4. SPECIAL RESOURCE STUDY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
duct a special resource study of the Land-
mark.

(b) CONTENTS.—In conducting the study
under this section, the Secretary shall—

(1) evaluate the national significance of
the Landmark;

(2) determine the suitability and feasi-
bility of designating the Landmark as a unit
of the National Park System;

(3)(A) consider alternatives to that des-
ignation for the preservation, protection,
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and interpretation of the Landmark by the
Federal Government, the State, the City and
other affected units of local government, or
private and nonprofit organizations (includ-
ing the College); and

(B) identify cost estimates for any Federal
acquisition, development, interpretation, op-
eration, and maintenance associated with
the alternatives described in subparagraph
(A); and

(4) consult with interested Federal agen-
cies, the State, the City and other affected
units of local government, private and non-
profit entities (including the College), and
other interested individuals.

(c) REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary shall
conduct the study under this section in ac-
cordance with section 100507 of title 54,
United States Code.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after
the date on which funds are first made avail-
able to carry out the study under this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources of
the Senate and the Committee on Natural
Resources of the House of Representatives a
report that describes—

(1) the results of the study; and

(2) any conclusions and recommendations
of the Secretary.

——————

FORT ONTARIO HOLOCAUST REF-
UGEE SHELTER NATIONAL HIS-
TORICAL PARK ESTABLISHMENT
ACT

A bill (8. 2742) to establish the Fort
Ontario National Monument in the
State of New York as a unit of the Na-
tional Park System, and for other pur-
poses, which had been reported from
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources with an amendment to
strike all after the enacting clause and
insert in lieu thereof the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Fort Ontario
Holocaust Refugee Shelter National Historical
Park Establishment Act”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) MAP.—The term “map’’ means the map en-
titled ‘‘Fort Ontario Holocaust Refugee Shelter
National Historical Park Proposed Boundary’’,
numbered 962/194,681, and dated September 2024.

(2) NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK.—The term
“National Historical Park’ means the Fort On-
tario Holocaust Refugee Shelter National Histor-
ical Park established by section 3(a)(1).

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of the Interior.

(4) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means the State
of New York.

SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF FORT ONTARIO HOL-
OCAUST REFUGEE SHELTER NA-
TIONAL HISTORICAL PARK.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (3),
there is established in the State as a unit of the
National Park System the Fort Ontario Holo-
caust Refugee Shelter National Historical Park.

(2) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the National
Historical Park is to preserve, protect, and inter-
pret for the benefit of present and future gen-
erations resources associated with the stories of
the 982 refugees from World War II who were
housed at Fort Ontario from August of 1944
until February of 1946.

(3) CONDITIONS OF ESTABLISHMENT.—

(A) DETERMINATION BY THE SECRETARY.—The
National Historical Park shall not be established
until the date on which the Secretary deter-
mines that a sufficient quantity of land or inter-
ests in land has been acquired from land identi-
fied as ‘‘Proposed Boundary’ on the map to
constitute a manageable park unit.
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(B) NOTICE.—Not later than 30 days after the
date on which the Secretary makes a determina-
tion under subparagraph (A), the Secretary
shall publish in the Federal Register notice of
the establishment of the National Historical
Park.

(4) MAP.—The map shall be on file and avail-
able for public inspection in the appropriate of-
fices of the National Park Service.

(5) BOUNDARY.—The boundary of the Na-
tional Historical Park shall include any land or
interests in land acquired by the Secretary
under this section.

(b) ADMINISTRATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall admin-
ister the National Historical Park in accordance
with—

(A) this section; and

(B) the laws generally applicable to units of
the National Park System, including—

(i) sections 100101(a), 100751(a), 100752, 100753,
and 102101 of title 54, United States Code; and

(i1) chapters 1003 and 3201 of title 54, United
States Code.

(2) AGREEMENTS.—

(A) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—In accord-
ance with section 101702 of title 54, United
States Code, the Secretary may enter into coop-
erative agreements with the State or other pub-
lic and private entities to provide interpretive
and educational services within the National
Historical Park.

(B) INTERPRETATION AND RESTORATION AGREE-
MENTS.—The Secretary may enter into agree-
ments to identify, interpret, and restore nation-
ally significant historic or cultural resources lo-
cated on non-Federal land within the boundary
of, or in close proximity to, the National Histor-
ical Park.

(C) PUBLIC ACCESS.—Any cooperative agree-
ment entered into under subparagraph (B) to
provide assistance to non-Federal land shall
provide for reasonable public access to the non-
Federal land.

(3) ACQUISITION OF LAND.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), the Secretary may acquire land and inter-
ests in land located within the boundary of the
National Historical Park by—

(i) donation;

(ii) purchase with donated or appropriated
funds; or

(iii) exchange.

(B) LIMITATION.—Any land owned by the
State or a political subdivision of the State may
be acquired for inclusion in the National Histor-
ical Park only by donation.

(4) MANAGEMENT PLAN.—Not later than 3 fis-
cal years after the date on which funds are
made available to carry out this section, the
Secretary, in consultation with the State, shall
complete a general management plan for the Na-
tional Historical Park in accordance with—

(A) section 100502 of title 54, United States
Code; and

(B) any other applicable laws.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 2742), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read a third time, and passed.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
KiNG). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, last

week, I came to the floor to speak
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