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and Department of Defense civilians and uni-
formed service members;

2. The NRO has achieved success, in part,
because the Department of Defense has con-
sistently fulfilled its longstanding commit-
ment to assign Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen,
and Guardians to positions at the NRO;

3. The NRO is negatively affected—and its
ability to meet warfighter requirements di-
minished—when the United States Space
Force does not assign Guardians to the NRO
at a rate that meets the NRO requirements;

4. The NRO and the Space Force jointly
benefit from Guardian assignments at the
NRO; and

5. The NRO and Space Force are negatively
affected by the Space Force’s uneven empha-
sis on developing space operators without
similar emphasis on developing Guardians
with space acquisition and engineering ex-
pertise.

Therefore, the Committees direct the DNI
and the heads of any other departments and
agencies the Director deems relevant to pro-
vide quarterly updates to the appropriate
congressional committees on the status of
the Department of Defense fulfilling its com-
mitment to assign uniformed personnel to
the NRO.

INCREASED EFFORT AND RESOURCES IN THE

FIELD OF GEOMATICS

The Committees find that—

1. The Intelligence Community and the
broader United States Government require
professionals with advanced training in
geomatics and geodesy, and the preservation
of these skillsets is crucial to advancing
geospatial intelligence tradecraft for the
United States for national security and mili-
tary operations;

2. The Intelligence Community should use
existing authorities to engage in novel ways
with academic and industry partners to en-
sure the Intelligence Community’s demand
signal for geomatics and geodesy profes-
sionals is received by the largest possible
number of United States citizens while also
seeking to foster a culture of academic ex-
cellence and research to propel the field of
geomatics forward at the pace of innovation;

3. By engaging with academic and industry
partners, the Intelligence Community can
help speed the reversal of the current trend
wherein the United States not only produces
fewer geomatics scientists and engineers
compared to its global competitors and po-
tential adversaries, but such competitors
and adversaries also provide them with
training and expertise that could be used
against the United States;

4. There is abundant opportunity for the
Intelligence Community to advance its grow-
ing need for geomatics and geodesy profes-
sionals by partnering with American univer-
sities and researchers with proven experience
in diverse fields who can lead the way to
solving the United States most vexing
geomatics challenges; and

5. The Intelligence Community must bal-
ance the increasing demand for recruiting
the best geomatics and geodesy talent while
still ensuring a dedicated and patriotic
workforce with allegiance to the Constitu-
tion and the United States Government.

——————

REMEMBERING MITSUYE ENDO
TSUTSUMI

Ms. HIRONO. Madam President,
today I rise to honor the late Mitsuye
Endo Tsutsumi on the 80th anniversary
of the historic Supreme Court decision
in her case Ex parte Endo for her cou-
rageous contributions to civil rights.

Mitsuye Endo was born on May 10,
1920, in Sacramento, CA. After grad-
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uating from Sacramento Senior High
School, she attended secretarial school
and began a clerical job with the Cali-
fornia Department of Employment.
Following the attack on Pearl Harbor,
Ms. Endo was fired from her State civil
service job due to her race. She joined
a lawsuit challenging California’s
wrongful termination of civil servants
with Japanese ancestry, beginning her
fight against the unjust treatment of
Japanese Americans during World War
II.

After Executive Order 9066 was signed
by President Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Mitsuye Endo and over 120,000 other
Japanese Americans were forcibly re-
moved and incarcerated in desolate
camps in the interior of the country.
They were incarcerated behind barbed
wire and armed guards under the pre-
tense that they posed a threat to na-
tional security on the basis of their
race. Ms. Endo and her family were in-
carcerated for 3 years, first at Tule
Lake, CA, and later at Topaz, UT, both
euphemistically referred to as ‘‘Reloca-
tion Centers.”

Mitsuye Endo stood up for what she
knew was right and filed a lawsuit
challenging her incarceration in July
1942. While her case was pending in the
Supreme Court, the government offered
her an immediate leave permit, which
would have resulted in the dismissal of
her lawsuit. She refused to accept the
permit, even though it meant she had
to remain incarcerated for over 1 more
year. She stated, ‘“The fact that I
wanted to prove that we of Japanese
ancestry were not guilty of any crime,
that we were loyal American citizens,
kept me from abandoning the suit.”

On December 18, 1944—80 years ago,
today—the Supreme Court unani-
mously ruled in Mitsuye Endo’s favor,
holding that ‘‘concededly loyal’” Japa-
nese Americans could not be impris-
oned without cause. Ms. Endo’s case
played a crucial role in ending incar-
ceration; news of the Court’s pending
decision prompted President Roosevelt
to announce the closure of the camps
just 1 day before the Court’s decision.

Even after her passing in 2006,
Mitsuye Endo Tsutsumi’s legacy of
courage and integrity lives on in the
thriving Japanese American commu-
nities across the country.

Thank you, Mitsuye Endo Tsutsumi,
for your contributions to this Nation.

RECOGNIZING TENNESSEE’S 134TH
AIR REFUELING WING

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, for almost a century, the U.S.
Armed Forces’ Distinguished Flying
Cross has honored airmen who have
demonstrated heroism and extraor-
dinary achievement in aerial flight.
Earlier this month, 11 members of the
Tennessee Air National Guard’s 134th
Air Refueling Wing joined this distin-
guished group of honorees for their
courageous actions in defense of Israel.

After Iran fired more than 300 drones,
cruise missiles, and ballistic missiles
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toward the Jewish state on April 13,
2024, the aircrews of the 134th jumped
into action to help defend our cher-
ished ally, supplying tens of thousands
of pounds of fuel for U.S. Air Force F-
15E Strike Eagles that worked to inter-
cept the threats. To accomplish this
feat, the aircrews flew into dangerous
airspace without onboard defensive
systems or advanced situational aware-
ness tools, facing great risk while en-
suring the fighters could remain fo-
cused on their mission. With the
134th’s support, U.S. Forces joined our
coalition partners and Israeli defenses
in eliminating nearly 99 percent of in-
bound drones, ballistic missiles, and
cruise missiles, saving countless lives.

On behalf of all Tennesseans, I extend
my heartfelt congratulations to the
134th Air Refueling Wing on this well-
deserved honor. Through their skill,
determination, and valor, these 11 Air-
men served our Nation admirably while
helping defend our ally in a moment of
great danger.

————

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR MICHAEL
MARFUT

Mr. KING. Madam President, today I
wish to recognize MAJ Michael Marfut,
U.S. Army, for his outstanding work on
behalf of the people of Maine and the
Nation as a 2024 Department of Defense
Legislative Fellow serving in my Wash-
ington, DC, office.

Over the past year, Mike has been in-
tegral in shaping my foreign policy and
defense priorities. He helped secure
several provisions in the fiscal year
2025 National Defense Authorization
Act—FY25 NDAA—that will make our
country stronger and safer. Mike led
my staff in orchestrating important
appropriations for the Department of
Defense, Department of State, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, U.S. Coast
Guard, and the Office of National Drug
Control Policy. He also helped lead an
excellent congressional delegation to
the Antietam Battlefield. His contribu-
tions to office morale and our collec-
tive work product are emblematic of
his good character, competence, and
strong work ethic.

Throughout his tenure in my office,
Mike demonstrated a level of profes-
sionalism and hard work I have come
to expect—but not take for granted—
from Department of Defense Legisla-
tive Fellows. Indeed, he follows a long
line of accomplished military officers
who have made impactful contribu-
tions to my office and U.S. national se-
curity policy. Over the course of the
year, Mike prepared and advised me on
wide-ranging and complex matters
under consideration before the Senate
Armed Services Committee. His atten-
tion to detail has served me well; Mike
managed over 400 individual authoriza-
tion and appropriation requests and
over 600 markup amendments. He
brought his operational and leadership
expertise to assist me in the Strategic
Forces Subcommittee briefings and de-
liberations which resulted in critical
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funding authorizations and legislation.
His fingerprints lay throughout the
NDAA in the form of legislation and re-
port language. Mike was my lead ex-
pert on matters of blast overpressure
and military suicide prevention result-
ing in at least six provisions becoming
law. He also served as the subject mat-
ter expert on cybersecurity certifi-
cation requirements, ensuring impor-
tant oversight matters were included
in the NDAA. Furthermore, he helped
secure important funding for advanced
research impacting Maine from Aroos-
took to York County. In addition, he
became my go-to lead for monitoring
the horrific war in Ukraine and Israel
where he provided clear-headed and
thoughtful analysis and liaised with
representatives from the White House,
State Department, and Department of
Defense to convey my positions and
concerns. His candor and honest assess-
ments provided critical insights during
this fraught time in U.S. history, and
our Nation is better because of it.

On behalf of my colleagues and the
U.S. Congress, I thank Mike for his
dedicated service to my staff, the State
of Maine, the U.S. Army, and the Na-
tion. Part of what makes the U.S. mili-
tary the greatest in the history of the
world is that servicemembers like
Mike dedicate their lives to service and
sacrifice for their country. Major
Marfut does not do it alone, so I also
acknowledge the support of his fam-
ily—his wife Alexandria and his chil-
dren, Maria, Audrey, Grace, and
George. I wish them all the best in
what I know is a bright future.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO STEVE CLARK

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam President, I
rise to honor the achievements of
Steve Clark of Fayetteville, AR, whose
work as the executive director of the
Fayetteville Chamber of Commerce has
contributed to the tremendous growth
and success of the city and greater
northwest Arkansas.

Mr. Clark recently retired after 16
years at the chamber, but his hard
work and stewardship will continue to
impact the area’s direction for genera-
tions to come.

Fayetteville is best known as the
home of the University of Arkansas,
which is a critical economic engine for
the city. However, the university is
only part of the community’s success.
It also features approximately 4,000
businesses and a population estimated
to grow by six people per day.

During his tenure at the chamber of
commerce, Clark worked to grow eco-
nomic opportunities in research, tech-
nology, and healthcare, while also sup-
porting the city’s existing business
community. In addition, his commit-
ment to inspiring the next generation
of leaders created new opportunities
for young people. He expanded the
chamber’s leadership program to in-
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clude schools throughout the county
and deserves tremendous credit for
more than 1,000 people having partici-
pated in the Leadership Fayetteville
Program. In addition, Clark led estab-
lishment of the Northwest Arkansas
Fab Lab, where high school students
can become certified robotics techni-
cians.

Clark is a native Arkansan, born and
raised in Leachville. Before his cham-
ber career, he was the longest serving
attorney general in Arkansas, chief of
staff for Gov. David Pryor, and worked
as an assistant dean of the University
of Arkansas School of Law. He was also
a municipal judge in Brinkley and
founded InnerCare, a national behav-
ioral health company.

I am grateful for Clark’s dedication
to our State and his many contribu-
tions to the continuing growth of Fay-
etteville, the region, and the Natural
State. I wish him the very best in his
retirement.e

————

TRIBUTE TO THE HENDERSON
FAMILY

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam President, I
rise today to honor the achievements
of Murry and Dee Henderson of Keiser,
AR, who have been recognized as the
2024 Arkansas Farm Family of the
Year.

This award is a proud reflection of
the Henderson family’s hard work and
dedication to Arkansas’ farming com-
munity and their many contributions
to our State’s top industry for over 23
years. They have demonstrated a com-
mitment to excellence in agriculture
that encompasses community leader-
ship and engagement, resource and en-
ergy conservation, and efficiency of
production.

The Hendersons’ farm stretches
across 4,000 acres, yielding diverse
crops including cotton, rice, and soy-
beans. In addition to their farm, the
family owns and operates Lepanto Crop
Service, providing aerial application to
50 farmers across four counties.

As participants in the USDA’s Con-
servation Stewardship Program, the
Hendersons have actively incorporated
a conservation-oriented focus, includ-
ing utilizing soil moisture sensors to
conserve water resources and cover
crops to help prevent soil erosion.

Since 1947, the Arkansas Farm Bu-
reau’s Arkansas Farm Family of the
Year Program has highlighted the
first-class agriculture producers our
State is blessed to host. The Hender-
sons’ contributions to their community
and Arkansas’ farm industry are no ex-
ception.

Murry and Dee, as well as their two
children Bryce and Macy, are incred-
ibly hard-working and represent our
State well, while embodying the tenets
of the Farm Family of the Year Pro-
gram.

As Arkansas Farm Family of the
Year, the Henderson family will be
competing with nine other State win-
ners to vie for the Sunbelt Ag Expo
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Southeastern Farmer of the Year title
in Moultrie, GA. I join my fellow Ar-
kansans in wishing them the best of
luck.

Congratulations again to the Hender-
sons for their accomplishments, and I
wish the family continued success in
the years to come.®

RECOGNIZING 50 YEARS OF
ARKANSAS NUCLEAR ENERGY

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam President, I
rise today to celebrate the 50th anni-
versary of Entergy’s Arkansas Nuclear
One powerplant in Russellville. Since
1974, Arkansas Nuclear One has served
as our State’s only nuclear powerplant,
providing communities and businesses
with electricity for over half a century.

Arkansas Nuclear One has a proven
history of delivering safe, reliable, and
affordable nuclear energy for the Nat-
ural State. With an estimated 1,800
megawatts of combined capacity be-
tween the two units located on Lake
Dardanelle, it provides enough energy
to the electric grid to power 1 million
households and businesses.

As our State experiences continued
industrial and commercial growth, we
can expect our energy sector to in-
creasingly develop and support in-
creased demand statewide.

Arkansas Nuclear One’s operations
employ over 1,000 full-time workers and
hundreds of additional contractors who
contribute to the region by supporting
local Dbusinesses, restaurants, and
more. Further, Entergy supports over
175 Arkansas companies through the
exchange of materials and services, to-
taling an estimated $12 million in an-
nual expenditures, which has a signifi-
cant impact on our businesses and
communities, with Arkansas Nuclear
One contributing over $190 million to
Arkansas’s gross State product and
generating $21 million in State and
local tax revenue.

Plant employees have become inte-
gral members of the community
through their involvement with volun-
teer work. Entergy has awarded over
$100,000 to nonprofits in the area, and
Arkansas Nuclear One employees
partnering with Entergy have donated
over $230,000 to the Arkansas River
Valley United Way to bolster the finan-
cial stability, health, and education of
vulnerable communities. Entergy also
participates in other local nonprofits,
such as the Salvation Army’s Angel
Tree Program that provides Christmas
gifts for children across the country,
Summer Food for Kids, and other edu-
cational initiatives.

Our State is fortunate to have access
to nuclear energy in this capacity, and
the region particularly enjoys substan-
tial benefits because of Arkansas Nu-
clear One.

As a member of the Senate Environ-
ment and Public Works Committee, I
am pleased to highlight Arkansas Nu-
clear One as a strong component of an
all-of-the-above energy agenda. As we
celebrate the reactor’s 50th anniver-
sary, our State and local communities
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