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(1) FEDERAL FISHING RESTRICTION.—The term
“Federal fishing restriction’ means a defined
area in which all or certain fishing activities are
temporarily or permanently prohibited or re-
stricted by a Federal land or water management
agency.

(2) FEDERAL LAND OR WATER MANAGEMENT
AGENCY.—The term ““Federal land or water man-
agement agency’’ means—

(A) the Bureau of Reclamation;

(B) the National Park Service;

(C) the Bureau of Land Management;

(D) the United States Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice; and

(E) the Forest Service.

(3) FEDERAL WATERWAY.—The term ‘‘Federal
waterway’’ means waters managed by a Federal
land or water management agency.

(4) FEDERAL WATERWAY RESTRICTION.—The
term ‘‘Federal waterway restriction” means a
restriction on the access or use of a Federal wa-
terway applied under applicable law by 1 or
more of the Secretaries.

(5) SECRETARIES.—The term ‘‘Secretaries’
means—
(A) the Secretary of Agriculture, acting

through the Chief of the Forest Service; and

(B) the Secretary of the Interior.

(6) SECRETARY CONCERNED.—The term ‘‘Sec-
retary concerned’’ means—

(A) the Secretary of Agriculture, acting
through the Chief of the Forest Service, with re-
spect to Federal waterways under the jurisdic-
tion of the Secretary of Agriculture; or

(B) the Secretary of the Interior, with respect
to Federal waterways under the jurisdiction of
the Secretary of the Interior.

SEC. 3. INTERAGENCY DATA STANDARDIZATION.

Not later than 30 months after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretaries, in consulta-
tion with the Federal Geographic Data Com-
mittee, shall jointly develop and adopt inter-
agency standards to ensure compatibility and
interoperability among applicable Federal data-
bases with respect to the collection and dissemi-
nation of geospatial data relating to public out-
door recreational use of Federal waterways and
Federal fishing restrictions.

SEC. 4. DATA CONSOLIDATION AND PUBLICA-
TION.

(a) FEDERAL WATERWAY RESTRICTIONS.—Not
later than 5 years after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary concerned, to the mazx-
imum extent practicable, shall digitize and make
publicly available online, as applicable, geo-
graphic information system data that includes,
with respect to Federal waterway restrictions—

(1) status information with respect to the con-
ditions under which Federal waterways are
open or closed to entry or watercraft, including
watercraft inspection or decontamination re-
quirements;

(2) the dates on which Federal waterways are
seasonally closed to entry or watercraft;

(3) the areas of Federal waterways with re-
strictions on motorized propulsion, horsepower,
or gasoline fuel;

(4) the areas of Federal waterways with an-
choring restrictions, no wake zones, or vessel
speed restrictions;

(5) Federal waterway restrictions on the direc-
tion of travel, including upstream or down-
stream travel; and

(6) the uses, including by watercraft, that are
restricted on each area of a Federal waterway,
including the permissibility of—

(A) canoes and other paddlecraft;

(B) rafts and driftboats;

(C) motorboats;

(D) personal watercraft;

(E) airboats;

(F) amphibious aircraft;

(G) hovercraft;

(H) oversnow vehicles and other motoriced ve-
hicles on frozen bodies of water;

(1) swimming,; and

(J) other applicable recreational activities, as
determined to be appropriate by the Secretary
concerned.
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(b) FEDERAL WATERWAY ACCESS AND NAVIGA-
TION INFORMATION.—Not later than 5 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
concerned, to the maximum extent practicable,
shall digitice and make publicly available on-
line, as applicable, geographic information Sys-
tem data that includes, with respect to Federal
waterway access and navigation information—

(1)(A) the location of boat ramps, portages,
and designated fishing access sites under the
authority of the Secretary concerned; and

(B) the identification of the dates on which
the facilities and sites identified under subpara-
graph (A) are open or closed, as applicable; and

(2) available bathymetric information and
depth charts.

(¢) FEDERAL FISHING RESTRICTIONS.—Not later
than 5 years after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Secretary concerned, to the maximum
extent practicable, shall digitize and make pub-
licly available online geographic information
system data that describes, with respect to Fed-
eral fishing restrictions—

(1) the location and geographic boundaries of
Federal fishing restrictions on recreational and
commercial fishing, including—

(A) full or partial closures;

(B) no-take zones; and

(C) Federal fishing restrictions within or sur-
rounding marine protected areas;

(2) Federal fishing restrictions on the use of
specific types of equipment or bait, such as re-
strictions on the use of barbed hooks or live bait;
and

(3) Federal requirements with respect to catch
and release.

(d) PUuBLIC COMMENT.—The Secretaries shall
develop a process to allow members of the public
to submit questions or comments regarding the
information described in subsections (a) and (b).

(e) UPDATES.—The Secretary concerned, to the
mazximum extent practicable, shall update—

(1) the data described in subsections (a) and
(b) not less frequently than annually; and

(2) the data described in subsection (c) in real
time as changes go into effect.

(f) EXCLUSION.—This section shall not apply
to irrigation canals and flowage easements.

(9) DISCLOSURE.—Any geographic information
system data made publicly available under this
section shall not disclose information regarding
the nature, location, character, or ownership of
historic, paleontological, or archaeological re-
sources, consistent with applicable law.

SEC. 5. COOPERATION AND COORDINATION.

(a) COMMUNITY PARTNERS AND THIRD-PARTY
PROVIDERS.—For purposes of carrying out this
Act, the Secretary concerned may—

(1) coordinate and partner with non-Federal
agencies and private sector and nonprofit part-
ners, including—

(A) State natural resource agencies;

(B) technology companies;

(C) geospatial data companies; and

(D) experts in data science, analytics, and op-
erations research; and

(2) enter into an agreement with a third party
to carry out any provision of this Act.

(b) UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY.—The
Secretaries shall work with the Director of the
United States Geological Survey to collect, ag-
gregate, digitize, standardize, and publish data
on behalf of the Secretaries to meet the require-
ments of this Act.

(c) REQUIREMENT.—With respect to data de-
veloped and distributed under this Act, the Sec-
retaries shall—

(1) develop the data in accordance with appli-
cable Federal, State, and Tribal laws (including
regulations); and

(2) include a motice that any geospatial data
are subject to applicable Federal, State, and
Tribal laws (including regulations).

(d) EXISTING EFFORTS.—To the extent prac-
ticable, the Secretary concerned shall use or in-
corporate existing applicable data, maps, and
resources in carrying out this Act, including
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data, maps, and resources developed and pub-
lished under—

(1) the Modernicing Access to Our Public
Land Act (16 U.S.C. 6851 et seq.);

(2) section 103 of division DD of the Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act, 2023 (43 U.S.C. 776);
or

(3) other applicable law.

SEC. 6. REPORTS.

Not later than 1 year after the date of enact-
ment of this Act and annually thereafter
through March 30, 2033, the Secretaries shall
submit a report that describes the progress made
by the Secretaries with respect to meeting the re-
quirements of this Act to—

(1) the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources of the Senate;

(2) the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry of the Senate;

(3) the Committee on Natural Resources of the
House of Representatives;

(4) the Committee on Energy and Commerce of
the House of Representatives; and

(5) the Committee on Agriculture of the House
of Representatives.

SEC. 7. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated—

(1) to the Secretary of the Interior to carry out
this Act—

(A) $3,000,000 for fiscal year 2025; and

(B) 36,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2026
through 2029; and

(2) to the Secretary of Agriculture to carry out
this Act—

(A) $2,000,000 for fiscal year 2025; and

(B) 34,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2026
through 2029.

SEC. 8. EFFECT.

Nothing in this Act—

(1) modifies or alters the definition of the term
“navigable waters’ under Federal law;

(2) affects the jurisdiction or authority of
State or Federal agencies to regulate navigable
waters;

(3) modifies or alters the authority or jurisdic-
tion of Federal or State agencies to manage fish-
eries; or

(4) expands or restricts access to Federal wa-
terways.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 3123), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

LAND MANAGER HOUSING AND
WORKFORCE IMPROVEMENT ACT
OF 2024

A Dbill (S. 5125) to provide for certain
improvements to the housing and
workforce programs of Federal land
management agencies, and for other
purposes, which had been reported from
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources with an amendment to
strike all after the enacting clause and
insert in lieu thereof the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the “Land Manager Housing and Workforce Im-
provement Act of 2024°°.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title.

Sec. 2. Definitions.

TITLE [-EXPANDING AUTHORITY

Sec. 101. Prioritizing National Park Service
workforce housing.

Sec. 102. Authorizing the National Park Service
to address workforce housing off-
park.
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Sec. 103. Expanding National
rental options.

Sec. 104. Leveraging National Park Service
rental receipts for workforce
housing programming.

Sec. 105. Empowering the Forest Service to ad-
dress workforce housing needs.

TITLE II—EXPANDING PARTNERSHIP
CAPACITY

Sec. 201. Engaging partners to address National
Park Service workforce housing.

Sec. 202. Encouraging public-private coopera-
tive management.

Sec. 203. Leveraging philanthropic support to
address National Park Service
workforce housing.

TITLE III—SUPPORTING WORKFORCE

Sec. 301. Supporting the land manager work-
force.

Sec. 302. Supporting the seasonal
Park Service workforce.

TITLE IV—REPORTS AND OVERSIGHT

Sec. 401. Quantifying the workforce housing
needs of land managers.

Sec. 402. Conducting oversight on the housing
programming of land managers.

Sec. 403. Justifying emergency spending.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS.—
The term ‘“‘appropriate committees of Congress’’
means—

(A) the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources of the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry of the Senate;

(C) the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate;

(D) the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives;

(E) the Committee on Agriculture of the House
of Representatives; and

(F) the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives.

(2) COVERED AGENCIES.—The term
agencies’ means—

(A) the National Park Service;

(B) the Bureau of Land Management;

(C) the United States Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice; and

(D) the Forest Service.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of the Interior.

TITLE I—EXPANDING AUTHORITY
SEC. 101. PRIORITIZING NATIONAL PARK SERV-
ICE WORKFORCE HOUSING.

Section 103502(a)(3) of title 54, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘quarters for field employees
(as those terms are defined in section 101331),”’
after “prioritice’’; and

(2) by inserting a comma after ‘‘facilities’’.
SEC. 102. AUTHORIZING THE NATIONAL PARK

SERVICE TO ADDRESS WORKFORCE
HOUSING OFF-PARK.

Section 100901 of title 54, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the following:

““(i) ACQUISITION OF LAND FOR ADMINISTRA-
TION OF SYSTEM UNITS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—To facilitate the adminis-
tration of a System unit, the Secretary may ac-
quire, by donation, exchange, or transfer from
another Federal agency, not more than 20 acres
of land or interests in land, cumulatively, with-
in the vicinity of the System unit boundary for
the development, construction, maintenance, or
operation of quarters for field employees (as
those terms are defined in section 101331) for the
System unit.

“(2) MANAGEMENT.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—With respect to any land
or interest in land acquired by the Secretary
under paragraph (1)—

““(i) the land or interest in land shall not—

‘(1) be administered as part of the System; or
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“(II) be subject to the laws (including regula-
tions) governing the associated System unit; but

“‘(ii) the Secretary shall—

“(I) have the authority to supervise, manage,
and control the land; and

“(I1) issue such rules and regulations as the
Secretary may determine to be mecessary and
proper for the use and management of the land.

“(B) AUTHORIZATIONS.—The Secretary may
grant exclusive privileges, leases, and permits
for the use of land acquired under paragraph
(1) and enter into contracts relating to such au-
thorizations as authorized under this title, not-
withstanding any restriction on such authoriza-
tions to land within a System unit boundary.

“(3) DISPOSAL.—If the Secretary determines
that any land or interest in land acquired under
paragraph (1) no longer supports the adminis-
tration of the System unit—

“(A) the Secretary may determine the land
and any improvements to the land to be excess
property for disposal; and

“(B) the proceeds from the disposal of excess
property under subparagraph (A) shall be re-
tained by the Secretary and deposited in the
special fund established for the development,
construction, maintenance, or operation of
quarters for field employees (as so defined) de-
scribed in section 101338(b), to be expended by
the Secretary without further appropriation.”.
SEC. 103. EXPANDING NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

RENTAL OPTIONS.

Section 101336 of title 54, United States Code,
is amended, in the first sentence, by striking
“‘management, repair, and maintenance of field
employee quarters’” and inserting ‘‘development,
construction, maintenance, or operation of
quarters for field employees’ .

SEC. 104. LEVERAGING NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
RENTAL RECEIPTS FOR WORKFORCE
HOUSING PROGRAMMING.

Section 101338 of title 54, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the following:

““(c) USE OF SPECIAL FUND BY NATIONAL PARK
SERVICE.—Amounts deposited by the Service in
the special fund described in subsection (b) and
established under section 320 of Public Law 98—
473 (5 U.S.C. 5911 note) shall be available for the
development, construction, maintenance, or op-
eration of quarters for field employees at System
units.”’.

SEC. 105. EMPOWERING THE FOREST SERVICE TO
ADDRESS WORKFORCE HOUSING
NEEDS.

(a) USE OF FOREST SERVICE STRUCTURES OR
IMPROVEMENTS.—Section 7 of the Act of April
24, 1950 (commonly known as the ‘‘Granger-
Thye Act’) (64 Stat. 84, chapter 97; 16 U.S.C.
580d), is amended by striking ‘‘thirty years as
determined by him’’ and inserting 30 years, or
in the case of a permit for workforce housing
and related infrastructure, 50 years, as deter-
mined to be appropriate by the Secretary of Ag-
riculture’’.

(b) CONVEYANCES OF FOREST SERVICE ADMIN-
ISTRATIVE SITES.—Title V of the Forest Service
Facility Realignment and Enhancement Act of
2005 (16 U.S.C. 580d note; Public Law 109-54) is
amended—

(1) in section 503—

(A) by striking subsection (f); and

(B) by redesignating subsection (g) as sub-
section (f); and

(2) in section 504(c)(2), by striking ‘‘by com-
petitive sale’”’ and inserting ‘‘by soliciting not
fewer than 2 competitive bids’’.

TITLE II—EXPANDING PARTNERSHIP
CAPACITY
SEC. 201. ENGAGING PARTNERS TO ADDRESS NA-
TIONAL PARK SERVICE WORKFORCE
HOUSING.

Section 101701(a) of title 54, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting, *, including
projects for quarters for field employees (as
those terms are defined in section 101331),”’ after
“responsibilities of the Secretary’’; and
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(2) in paragraph (2)—

(A4) by inserting *‘, Tribal,”’ after ‘‘State’’;

(B) by inserting ‘‘(including an organization
that has a philanthropic agreement to fundraise
or otherwise generate donations on behalf of, or
for the benefit of, the Service)’ after ‘“‘organiza-
tion”’; and

(C) by inserting ‘“‘(including an individual
that has a philanthropic agreement to fundraise
or otherwise generate donations on behalf of, or
for the benefit of, the Service)” after ‘‘indi-
vidual’’.

SEC. 202. ENCOURAGING PUBLIC-PRIVATE COOP-
ERATIVE MANAGEMENT.

Section 101703 of title 54, United States Code,
is amended to read as follows:

“§101703. Cooperative management agree-
ments

‘““(a) DEFINITION OF STATE.—In this section,
the term ‘State’ means each of the several
States, the District of Columbia, and each terri-
tory of the United States.

“(b) COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT
MENTS.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in accord-
ance with the laws generally applicable to Sys-
tem units and under such terms and conditions
as the Secretary considers appropriate, may
enter into a cooperative management agreement
with a State, Indian Tribe, or local government
with park land adjacent to a System unit, if the
agreement would provide for more effective and
efficient management of a System unit and the
adjacent non-Federal park land.

““(2) NO TRANSFER OF ADMINISTRATIVE RESPON-
SIBILITIES.—The Secretary may not transfer ad-
ministration responsibilities for any System unit
under this subsection.

““(c) PROVISION OF GOODS AND SERVICES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may provide
or acquire goods and services on a reimbursable
basis as part of a cooperative management
agreement entered into under subsection (b).

‘““(2) RETENTION OF FUNDS.—The Secretary
may retain and expend any funds received
under this section without further appropria-
tion.

‘“‘(d) CO-LOCATION.—The Secretary and a
State, Indian Tribe, or local government may co-
locate in offices or facilities owned or leased by
either party as part of a cooperative manage-
ment agreement entered into under subsection
(b).

‘“(e) EMPLOYEES.—

““(1) ASSIGNMENT OF EMPLOYEE.—The Sec-
retary may arrange an assignment under section
3372 of title 5 of a Federal employee or an em-
ployee of a State, Indian Tribe, or local govern-
ment, as mutually agreed on, for work, on the
applicable Federal, State, local, or Tribal park
land covered by the cooperative management
agreement.

““(2) EXTENSION OF ASSIGNMENT.—An assign-
ment under paragraph (1) may be extended if
the Secretary and the State, Indian Tribe, or
local government determine the extension to be
mutually beneficial.”.

SEC. 203. LEVERAGING PHILANTHROPIC SUP-
PORT TO ADDRESS NATIONAL PARK
SERVICE WORKFORCE HOUSING.

Section 103501(c)(3) of title 54, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘(including funds
and fairly valued durable goods and materials)’’
and inserting ‘‘(including any combination of
cash, fairly valued services, and durable goods
and materials)’’.

TITLE III—SUPPORTING WORKFORCE
SEC. 301. SUPPORTING THE LAND MANAGER
WORKFORCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary or the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, as applicable, may recruit
and directly appoint qualified individuals into
the competitive service who are certified, in ac-
cordance with procedures established by the
Secretary or the Secretary of Agriculture, as ap-
plicable, as maintaining a permanent and exclu-
sive residence within the vicinity of a site ad-
ministered by the National Park Service, the
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United States Fish and Wildlife Service, or the
Forest Service to a field unit which the indi-
vidual would report to work into any position at
or below grade GS-9 of the General Schedule,

WG-15 of the Federal Wage System, or equiva-

lent within the applicable field unit.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—An appointment by the
Secretary under subsection (a) shall be consid-
ered compliant with all applicable provisions of
chapter 33 of title 5, United States Code, if the
Secretary ensures that the appointment action—

(1) is consistent with the merit principles of
section 2301 of that title; and

(2) complies with the public notice require-
ments of section 3327 of that title.

(¢) TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.—The author-
ity provided under subsection (a) shall termi-
nate on September 30, 2030.

SEC. 302. SUPPORTING THE SEASONAL NATIONAL
PARK SERVICE WORKFORCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, for purposes of determining the
noncompetitive rehire eligibility of temporary
seasonal employees of the National Park Serv-
ice—

(1) the Secretary shall establish a definition of
what constitutes a major subdivision of the Na-
tional Park Service; and

(2) any requirement that a position be in the
same local commuting area shall not apply.

(b) TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.—The au-
thority provided under subsection (a) shall ter-
minate on September 30, 2030.

TITLE IV—REPORTS AND OVERSIGHT

SEC. 401. QUANTIFYING THE WORKFORCE HOUS-
ING NEEDS OF LAND MANAGERS.

Not later than 18 months after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture shall jointly submit to the
appropriate committees of Congress a needs as-
sessment report that provides, with respect to
housing the workforce of covered agencies, as
applicable—

(1) an analysis of the unit type and condition
of—

(A) housing owned by the covered agencies;
and

(B) housing leased by the covered agencies;

(2) an analysis of the employment status of
the occupants of the housing analyzed under
paragraph (1), including—

(A) whether the occupants are—

(i) members of the permanent workforce; or

(ii) members of the seasonal workforce; and

(B) which positions identified under subpara-
graph (A) required housing provided by the ap-
plicable covered agency as a condition of em-
ployment with the covered agency; and

(3) an analysis of the private housing markets
within the vicinity of a covered agency field
unit, including—

(A) the availability and affordability of hous-
ing for sale or lease; and

(B) the impact of vacation rental services on—

(i) the cost of living, and

(ii) the available supply of housing.

SEC. 402. CONDUCTING OVERSIGHT ON THE
HOUSING PROGRAMMING OF LAND
MANAGERS.

(a) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 18
months after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the appropriate committees of
Congress a report that—

(1) assesses, in consultation with the National
Housing Council described in Office of Manage-
ment and Budget Circular A—45, the effect of Of-
fice of Management and Budget Circular A—45R
on the housing of the workforce of covered
agencies;

(2) assesses the effect of Office of Management
and Budget Circular A-11 on the housing of the
workforce of covered agencies;

(3) assesses the effect of department-level
guidance on the housing of the workforce of
covered agencies;
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(4) assesses the effect of agency-level guidance
on the housing of the workforce of covered
agencies; and

(5) identifies suggested administrative actions
and legislative proposals to reform the guidance
assessed under paragraphs (1) through (4), in-
cluding—

(A) improvements to tenant experience;

(B) improvements to workforce housing sup-
ply, including—

(i) housing managed by the covered agencies;
and

(ii) leased private market housing;

(C) improvements to financing options;

(D) improvements to public-private partner-
ships;

(E) improvements to philanthropic engage-
ment; and

(F) improvements to commuting times to report
stations, including—

(i) available housing in the gateway commu-
nities;

(ii) available housing in the mnearest estab-
lished community (as defined in Office of Man-
agement and Budget Circular A—45); and

(iii) differences between normal commuting
conditions and peak-commute traffic conditions,
including considerations for—

(I) road quality and condition;

(11) availability of public transportation;

(I11) winter driving; and

(IV) visitor traffic.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 1 year
after the date on which the report is submitted
under subsection (a), the heads of the covered
agencies shall carry out the administrative ac-
tions identified under paragraph (5) of that sub-
section.

SEC. 403. JUSTIFYING EMERGENCY SPENDING.

Section 5 of the Act of August 3, 1956 (70 Stat.
1033, chapter 950; 7 U.S.C. 2228), is amended—

(1) by striking the section designation and all
that follows through ‘“‘The Department’ and in-
serting the following:

“SEC. 5. EMERGENCY SUBSISTENCE FOR EMPLOY-
EES.

“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Department’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(b) REPORT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Ezxcept as provided in para-
graph (3), not later than 30 days after the date
on which the Secretary of Agriculture furnishes
subsistence to employees under subsection (a),
the Secretary of Agriculture shall submit to the
appropriate committees of Congress (as defined
in section 2 of the Land Manager Housing and
Workforce Improvement Act of 2024) a report
providing—

“(A) 1 or more justifications for the use of the
authority;

“(B) the number of employees that were fur-
nished subsistence;

“(C) the estimated cost of furnishing subsist-
ence; and

“(D) the expected duration for which subsist-
ence is to be provided.

“(2) OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET.—
The information for a report required under
paragraph (1) shall be produced in coordination
with, and approved by, the Director of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget.

‘“(3) EXCEPTION.—A report under paragraph
(1) shall not be required in the case of an emer-
gency resulting from a natural disaster, act of
terrorism, or other man-made disaster.”’.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 5125), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.
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CONNECT OUR PARKS ACT

A Dbill (S. 2018) to require the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct an as-
sessment to identify locations in Na-
tional Parks in which there is the
greatest need for broadband internet
access service and areas in National
Parks in which there is the greatest
need for cellular service, and for other
purposes, which had been reported from
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources with an amendment to
strike all after the enacting clause and
insert in lieu thereof the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Connect Our
Parks Act”.

SEC. 2. BROADBAND INTERNET ACCESS SERVICE
AND CELLULAR SERVICE ASSESS-
MENT AND PLANNING IN NATIONAL
PARKS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS.—
The term ‘“‘appropriate committees of Congress”’
means—

(A) the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources of the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate;

(C) the Committee on Natural Resources of the
House of Representatives; and

(D) the Committee on Energy and Commerce
of the House of Representatives.

(2) BROADBAND INTERNET ACCESS SERVICE.—
The term ‘‘broadband internet access service’
has the meaning given the term in section 8.1(b)
of title 47, Code of Federal Regulations (or a
successor regulation).

(3) CELLULAR SERVICE.—The term ‘‘cellular
service’’ has the meaning given the term in sec-
tion 22.99 of title 47, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (or a successor regulation).

(4) NATIONAL PARK.—The term ‘‘National
Park’ means a unit of the National Park Sys-
tem.

(5) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of the Interior, acting through the
Director of the National Park Service.

(b) ASSESSMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall complete an assessment of National Parks
to identify—

(A) locations in National Parks in which there
is the greatest need for broadband internet ac-
cess service, based on the considerations de-
scribed in paragraph (2)(4); and

(B) areas in National Parks in which there is
the greatest need for cellular service, based on
the considerations described in paragraph
(2)(B).

(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—

(A) BROADBAND INTERNET ACCESS SERVICE.—
For purposes of identifying locations in Na-
tional Parks under paragraph (1)(4), the Sec-
retary shall consider, with respect to each Na-
tional Park, the availability of broadband inter-
net access service in—

(i) housing;

(ii) administrative facilities and related struc-
tures;

(iii) lodging;

(iv) developed campgrounds; and

(v) any other location within the National
Park in which broadband internet access service
is determined to be necessary by the super-
intendent of the National Park.

(B) CELLULAR SERVICE.—For purposes of iden-
tifying areas in National Parks under para-
graph (1)(B), the Secretary shall consider, with
respect to each National Park, the availability
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On page S7148, December 18, 2024, the third column, the following 
appears: National Parks in which there is the greatest need for 
cellular service, and for other purposes, which had been reported from 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources with an amendment to 
strike all after the enacting clause and insert in lieu thereof the 
following: [(4) Limitation.--Notwithstanding paragraph (1), a plan 
developed under that paragraph shall not be required to address 
broadband internet access service or cellular service in any National 
Park with respect to which the superintendent of the National Park 
determines that there is adequate access to broadband internet access 
service or cellular service, as applicable.] SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE

  The online Record has been corrected to read: National Parks in which 
there is the greatest need for cellular service, and for other 
purposes, which had been reported from the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources with an amendment to strike all after the enacting 
clause and insert in lieu thereof the following: SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE
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