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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

December 9, 2024

CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22, P.L. 95-384—22
U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMISSION ON SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE FOR TRAVEL FROM OCT. 1 TO DEC. 31, 2022—Continued

Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name and country Name of currency equivalent equivalent equivalent equivalent
or US. or US. or US. or US.
currency currency currency currency
Poland Zloty 235547 oo 74.94 2,430.41
Jordan Warlick:
United States Dollar 8,548.37 s 8,548.37
Poland Zloty 220031 s 74.94 2,275.25
Alex Tiersky:
United States Dollar 13,099.87 oo 13,099.87
Poland Zloty 1,036.11 . 91.00 1,127.11
Bosnia and Herzgovi Denar 806.43 146.77 953.20
Francois Hernandez:
United States Dollar 6,842.37 v 6,842.37
Bosnia and Herzgovi Denar 806.43 o 146.77 953.20
Michael Cecire:
United States Dollar 892838 .o 8,928.38
United Kingdom Pound 258373 e, 900.91 3,444.64
Shannon Simrell:
Jordan Dinar 1,296.71 3,543.80 51.65 4,892.16
Kyle Parker:
United States Dollar 942358 e 9,423.58
United Kingdom Pound 278924 o, 29.52 2,778.76
Shannon Simrell:
Poland Zloty 771.54 799.50 363.00 1,934.04
Kyle Parker:
United States Dollar 8,140.98 8,140.98
Poland Zloty 86266 e 825.66
Total 30,218.04 108,275.07 2,692.14 141,185.25

*Delegation expenses include official expenses reimbursed to the Department of State, under the authority of Sec. 502(b) of the Mutual Security Act of 1954, as amended by Sec. 22 of P.L. 95-384, and may include S. Res. 179 funds

agreed to May 25, 1977.

SENATOR BEN CARDIN,
Chairman, Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe,
July 31, 2024.

CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22, P.L. 95-384—22
U.S.C. 1754(h), CONGRESSIONAL-EXECUTIVE COMMISSION ON CHINA FOR TRAVEL FROM JULY 1 TO SEPT. 30, 2024

Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name and country Name of currency equivalent equivalent equivalent equivalent
or US. or US. or US. or US.
currency currency currency currency
Piero Tozzi:
United States Dollars 6,102.30 s 6,102.30
Taiwan New Taiwan Dollar ..........cccccocvcncuceneees 1,695.92 1,695.92
Scott Flipse:
United States Dollars 6,102.30 oo 6,102.30
Taiwan New Taiwan Dollar ..........ccccccocvcncueencees 1,937.75 1,937.75
Andy Wong:
United States Dollars 6,102.30 s 6,102.30
Taiwan New Taiwan Dollar .........ccccoovcncuenneees 1,937.74 1,937.74
Delegation Expenses: *
Taiwan New Taiwan Dollar 912.48 2,899.48 3,811.96
Total 5,571.41 19,219.38 2,899.48 27,690.27

*Delegation expenses include official expenses reimbursed to the Department of State, under the authority of Sec. 502(b) of the Mutual Security Act of 1954,

agreed to May 25, 1977.

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY,
DECEMBER 10, 2024

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. on Tues-
day, December 10; that following the
prayer and pledge, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the
morning hour be deemed expired, the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day, and morning
business be closed; that following the
conclusion of morning business, the
Senate proceed to executive session to
resume consideration of the McFarren
nomination; further, that at 11:30 a.m.,
the Senate vote on confirmation of the
Neary nomination, as provided under
the order of December 4; further, that
the Senate recess following the con-
firmation vote until 2:15 p.m. to allow
for the weekly caucus meetings; fi-
nally, that if any nominations are con-
firmed during Tuesday’s session, the

as amended by Sec. 22 of P.L. 95-384, and may include S. Res. 179 funds

HON. CHRIS SMITH,
I-Executive Commission on China,
Sept. 23, 2024.

Chairman, Ci

motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table and the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order fol-
lowing the remarks of Senator
CRAMER.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The jun-
ior Senator from North Dakota.

———
CABINET NOMINATION

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. President, it is a
great honor for me to be able to speak

tonight about my good friend and fel-
low North Dakotan Governor Doug
Burgum.

On November 15, President Trump
announced his choice of Governor Doug
Burgum to serve as Secretary of the
Department of the Interior and to
chair the National Energy Council. He
is the perfect candidate for this job,
and I urge this body to take up his
nomination swiftly.

To my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle, I encourage you to engage with
him throughout the confirmation proc-
ess. You will find the same inquisitive,
engaging executive that North Dako-
tans know very well.

Doug Burgum does do things dif-
ferently than most, I will warn you. It
is his nature. He is, after all, a risk-
taker. He literally mortgaged his fam-
ily farm to get $250,000 in seed capital
that he needed to buy into his first
company, a small business solutions
startup in Fargo called Great Plains
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Software. Great Plains grew from a
dozen or so to over 2,200 employees be-
fore it was sold to Microsoft in 2001 for
$1.1 billion. Now, Fargo, ND, is home to
one of the largest Microsoft campuses
in the country.

Doug Burgum, ever the entrepreneur,
became a venture capitalist and, much
like President Trump, turned to real
estate development. He founded the
Kilbourne Group, revitalizing down-
town Fargo.

In 2016, he burst into the North Da-
kota political scene during his first run
for Governor without any prior polit-
ical experience, catching the party and
the State by surprise and overwhelm-
ingly—overwhelmingly—winning.

As Governor, Doug led like a CEO
and guided our State to one of the
highest rates of GDP per capita. Under
his pro-business leadership, we also
have one of the lowest unemployment
rates in the Nation. Agriculture, infra-
structure, energy, and technology
make our State a commodity power-
house that feeds and fuels the world.

Mr. President, North Dakota is also
where our Nation’s 26th President,
Theodore Roosevelt, came to live and
ranch. The Badlands were where he
learned and built his legacy of natural
resource management and where he
recognized ‘‘the right and duty of this
generation to develop and use the nat-
ural resources of our land.”” He went on
to say:

I do not recognize the right to waste them,
or to rob, by wasteful use, the generations
that come after us.

Governor Burgum embodies the TR
spirit North Dakotans love so much.
He understands the delicate balance be-
tween energy development and stew-
ardship better than anyone I know.
And, more importantly, he is com-
mitted to that delicate balance. His
Teddy Roosevelt ethos will surely be a
model for his service as Secretary of
the Interior.

Mr. President, no doubt part of the
reason President Trump chose Doug
Burgum is they are both successful en-
trepreneurs and political outsiders. But
just as importantly, both are unafraid
to disrupt the status quo.

By definition and tradition, a Cabi-
net Secretary’s role, of course, is lim-
ited to the confines of the Agency that
they lead, the Constitution, and the
laws of the United States. But when
President Trump announced Governor
Burgum as his choice to serve as Sec-
retary of the Interior, he also an-
nounced the formation, the establish-
ment of a National Energy Council
with Doug serving as its very first
Chair. This will include every Agency
involved in every step of the develop-
ment, production, and distribution of
American-made energy.
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This coordination is a radically com-
monsense solution to the inane com-
plexity of an overbearing bureaucracy.
As Chair of the National Energy Coun-
cil, he will also have a seat on the Na-
tional Security Council, proof that
President Trump understands energy
security is, in fact, national security.

Doug Burgum is who a global talent
agency would recommend to be Chair
of the National Energy Council if you
paid them $1 million to hunt for the
perfect candidate. Doug’s leadership
potential on energy and natural re-
source development is far greater than
an individual Cabinet post. The pick of
Governor Burgum and the creation of
the Council are brilliant moves by a
President who has made energy domi-
nance a central pillar of his second ad-
ministration.

And like every other Cabinet Sec-
retary nominee, Doug Burgum will
come before the Senate, first in the
committee, of course, then on the floor
for a Senate-wide vote. We will fulfill
our constitutional duty and obligation
to provide our advice and, ultimately,
consent to the President’s nominee.

A Senate-confirmed Cabinet Sec-
retary also serving as Chair of the Na-
tional Energy Council lends special le-
gitimacy to the post. His confirmation
by this body makes him more than a
czar or a powerful bureaucrat. The
Council will provide accountability
that the so-called Biden climate advis-
ers never had. Instead of White House
lackeys dumping policies on the Agen-
cies, the Agencies themselves will craft
the policy in coordination with one an-
other and Congress.

The Federal Government is sprawl-
ing, contradictory, and just plain inef-
ficient and ineffective. It needs a vi-
sionary at the helm to make plans that
are coordinated and complementary,
working toward a common national
goal.

Unfortunately, the current adminis-
tration’s energy policy has been any-
thing but cohesive. Let’s just take one
issue, carbon capture and sequestra-
tion—CCUS—technology, as an exam-
ple. The administration’s climate and
energy strategy has always acknowl-
edged that carbon capture utilization
and storage is critical to reducing
emissions while keeping electricity re-
liable and affordable. They passed laws
and rules offering billions of dollars of
incentive from the Departments of En-
ergy and the Treasury to develop and
to get CCUS off the ground. Then an-
other Agency within the same adminis-
tration, the EPA, finalized its Clean
Power Plan mandating CCUS while it
is still in development. Then they set
the capture requirements so high, no-
body—no matter how much money you
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have—could meet them, completely un-
dercutting a technology they said was
necessary—even mandatory—to meet
their climate objectives—multiple
Agencies in the same administration
working against each other, seemingly
on purpose. It makes no sense and is
just one example of many of the need
for a coordinated energy policy.

We need these dedicated outsiders
like President Trump and Governor
Burgum to even begin cleaning up the
mess of the last 4 years and make en-
ergy policy make sense again.

Undoing the mountain of Biden ad-
ministration regulations is the first
step to unleashing our energy poten-
tial. But it will take deliberate,
thoughtful coordination between the
Department of the Interior, Depart-
ment of Energy, the Environmental
Protection Agency, Department of Ag-
riculture, and, yes, the Department of
Justice and others. Encouraging Amer-
ican energy development requires mak-
ing producers’ interactions with the
Federal Government as seamless as
possible. And we must have a Justice
Department committed to the laws and
policies they are responsible for de-
fending.

There are lots of examples where ar-
rogant DOJ attorneys overrule Agency
lawyers in litigation on behalf of the
Agencies. Can you imagine having an
attorney who disagrees with you so
they go to court and litigate against
your position? That happens all the
time in our DOJ.

As Chair of the National Energy
Council and Secretary of the Interior,
Doug Burgum will be at the forefront
of slashing redtape and unleashing
American dominance to make Amer-
ican energy great again.

I congratulate President Trump and
Governor Burgum. January 20 can’t get
here too soon.

I yield the floor.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned until 10 a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 6:35 p.m.,
adjourned until Tuesday, December 10,
2024, at 10 a.m.

———

CONFIRMATION
Executive nomination confirmed by
the Senate December 9, 2024:
THE JUDICIARY

TIFFANY RENE JOHNSON, OF GEORGIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT
OF GEORGIA.
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