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5. A determination has been made that the
United Kingdom can provide substantially
the same degree of protection for the sen-
sitive technology being released as the U.S.
Government. This sale is necessary in fur-
therance of the U.S. foreign policy and na-
tional security objectives outlined in the
Policy Justification.

6. All defense articles and services listed in
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Government of the
United Kingdom.

————
NATO

Mr. WICKER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the at-
tached article entitled “NATO at 75"
by Alan W. Dowd in the American Le-
gion Magazine, be printed in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From The American Legion Magazine, Oct.
2024]
NATO AT 75
(By Alan W. Dowd)

Rather than scaring NATO to death, Vladi-
mir Putin’s war in Ukraine has scared NATO
back to life. For years, the alliance had been
drifting. But with Putin trying to rebuild
the Russian Empire and NATO returning to
its core mission of deterrence, there’s broad-
er support—and clearer need—for NATO than
at any time since the Cold War.

ORIGINS

After World War II, Britain, France, Bel-
gium, Netherlands and Luxembourg forged a
mutual-defense pact. Prime Minister Paul-
Henri Spaak of Belgium warned that any al-
liance without the United States would be
“without practical value.”

1946-1948 Moscow violates agreements
made at Yalta to hold free elections in post-
war Europe, supports communist forces in
the Greek Civil War, pressures Turkey for
basing rights, topples Czechoslovakia’s
democratic government and blockades West
Berlin. The United States and Britain re-
spond with the Berlin Airlift.

1949 The United States, Britain, Belgium,
Canada, Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway and Por-
tugal sign the North Atlantic Treaty. The
heart of the treaty is Article V, which de-
clares that ‘“‘an armed attack against one or
more shall be considered an attack
against them all.” The U.S. Senate ratifies
the treaty 82-13.

1950 Moscow greenlights the invasion of
South Korea, supplies Pyongyang with weap-
ons and sends advisers to support the as-
sault. NATO members Britain, Canada,
France, Belgium, Netherlands, Luxembourg
and the United States—plus future members
Turkey and Greece—send troops to defend
South Korea.

1951 NATO opens its headquarters near
Paris. Taking the reins as NATO military
commander, Gen. Dwight Eisenhower calls
NATO ‘‘the last remaining chance for the
survival of Western civilization.”

GROWTH

NATO has been growing since it was born—
not by conquest but by consent, not by the
force of arms of its members but by the de-
sire for security of its aspirants. It’s all
there in Article X: The allies may ‘‘by unani-
mous agreement invite any other European
state in a position to further the principles
of this treaty.”

1952 Greece and Turkey join NATO.
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1955 West Germany joins NATO. The
USSR, Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia,
East Germany, Hungary, Poland and Roma-
nia create the Warsaw Pact. The bloc fields
100 divisions, NATO 25.

1956 Soviet tanks crush Hungary’s efforts
to form a multiparty government.

HEADACHES

In its second decade, NATO began to deal
with internal problems and external chal-
lenges.

1959 After Soviet leader Nikita Khru-
shchev boasts about his army’s conventional
advantage in Germany, Eisenhower—now
president—warns, “If you attack us in Ger-
many, there will be nothing conventional
about our response.”

To commemorate NATO’s 10th birthday,
Bing Crosby records ‘“The NATO Song,”
which cheers, “NATO went on guard and free
men ceased to yield. We live again in peace
and strength behind the NATO shield.”

1960 Turkey’s army seizes power.

1961 Spurred by an exodus from Eastern
Europe, the Soviets and East Germans wall
off West Berlin.

1962 President John Kennedy in West-Ber-
lin declares, ‘‘Ich bin ein Berliner!”’

1966 French President Charles de Gaulle
pulls France out of NATO’s military com-
mand and insists that NATO’s head-
quarters—and all U.S. military personnel—
leave France. Secretary of State Dean Rusk
responds, ‘‘Does that include the dead Amer-
icans in military cemeteries?”’

1967 NATO headquarters moves to Brus-
sels. The Greek army seizes power.

1968 Warsaw Pact forces invade Czecho-
slovakia, ending the Prague Spring.

1974 Greece supports a coup in Cyprus;
Turkey occupies Northern Cyprus.

1975 Under the Helsinki Accords, Western
and Warsaw Pact nations formally recognize
the post-World War II political-territorial
settlement.

CROSSROADS

As the 1980s approached, NATO was at a
crossroads: continue to give ground to Mos-
cow, or return to deterrence and answer Mos-
cow’s aggression. A president and a pope
helped the alliance choose the right course.

1979 Moscow deploys SS-20 nuclear mis-
siles in Central Europe. Soviet troops invade
Afghanistan. Pope John Paul II declares,
“There can be no just Europe without the
independence of Poland,”’ exhorting his coun-
trymen: ‘Do not be afraid.”

1980 Led by Lech Walesa, Polish workers
form the Solidarity trade union. Warsaw in-
stitutes martial law. Turkey’s military re-
takes power.

1982 Spain joins NATO.

1983 Washington deploys Pershing II mis-
siles in response to Moscow’s SS-20 deploy-
ment. President Ronald Reagan labels the
USSR ‘“‘an evil empire.”” Misreading NATO’s
Able Archer exercise as the first move in a
preemptive war, Moscow nearly launches a
preemptive strike.

1985 Reagan and Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev meet in Geneva, the first of five
summits that end the Cold War. 1987 in Ber-
lin, Reagan demands, ‘“‘Mr. Gorbachev, tear
down this wall!”’ Reagan and Gorbachev sign
the Intermediate Range Nuclear Forces
Treaty, the first eliminating an entire class
of nuclear missiles.

November 1989 The Berlin Wall falls.

NEW MISSION

President George H.W. Bush declares, ‘‘Let
Europe be whole and free. To the founders of
the alliance, this aspiration was a distant
dream now it’s the new mission of
NATO.”

1990 Lithuania, Estonia and Latvia de-
clare independence from the USSR. East and
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West Germany are unified. Germany remains
in NATO. The Treaty on Conventional
Armed Forces in Europe is signed, sweeping
huge numbers of conventional weapons from
Europe.

February 1991 The Warsaw Pact dissolves.

April 1991 Georgia declares independence
from the USSR.

June 1991 Boris Yeltsin wins Russia’s first
popular presidential election.

July 1991 Bush and Gorbachev sign the
Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty, reducing
nuclear arsenals.

August 1991 Hardliners launch an unsuc-
cessful coup against Gorbachev. Ukraine and
Belarus declare independence.

December 1991 Gorbachev resigns;
USSR formally ends.

EASTWARD

With ethnic warfare flaring in the Balkans,
many observers called on NATO to play a
stabilizing role. ‘““There is an antidote to
chaos,” Reagan said. ‘‘Its name is NATO.”

1993 Walesa, now Poland’s president,
warns, ‘“‘If Russia again adopts an aggressive
foreign policy, that aggression will be di-
rected toward Ukraine and Poland.”

1994 President Bill Clinton declares, ‘‘The
question is no longer whether NATO will
take on new members, but when and how.”

Russia agrees to ‘‘respect the independence

sovereignty and existing borders of
Ukraine.” Ukraine surrenders its nuclear ar-
senal.

1995 NATO conducts airstrikes to protect
Bosnian-Muslims from Serbian attacks.
NATO and Russia share peacekeeping duties
in postwar Bosnia.

1997 NATO and Russia renounce the
‘“‘threat or use of force against each other.”

March-June 1999 Poland, the Czech Re-
public and Hungary join NATO. NATO
launches airstrikes to protect Kosovo from
Serbia. After Belgrade agrees to ceasefire
terms, Russian forces attempt to seize an
airfield in Kosovo. When NATO commander
U.S. Gen. Wesley Clark orders British Gen.
Mike Jackson to block the Russians, Jack-
son defiantly answers, “I'm not going to
start World War III for you.”

December 1999 Yeltsin resigns and installs
Putin as Russia’s president.

ANOTHER CROSSROADS

After outlasting the Soviet Empire, wading
into Eastern Europe and laying the founda-
tions of a Europe ‘‘whole and free,” NATO
would be forced to confront a range of new
and old threats in a new century.

2001 Al-Qaida attacks New York City and
Washington, D.C. For the first time, NATO
invokes Article V, and deploys planes to U.S.

the

airspace.
2002 Washington and Moscow sign the
Strategic Offensive Reductions Treaty,

slashing deployed nuclear missiles to around
2,000 warheads apiece.

2003 Taking command of Afghanistan op-
erations, NATO continues to struggle waging
war by committee: Italian fighter-bombers
deploy without bombs. Germany requires its
troops to warn enemy forces—in three lan-
guages—before engaging. Non-NATO mem-
bers Australia, Georgia and Sweden deploy
more troops than several NATO members.
Germany and France oppose U.S.-British ef-
forts to secure U.N. authorization to disarm
Iraq. Turkey blocks U.S. forces from
transiting Turkish territory into Iraq.
Eighteen NATO members (plus Ukraine and
Georgia) send troops to Iraq.

2004 Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania,
Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia join NATO.

2005 Putin declares, ‘“The demise of the
Soviet Union was the greatest geopolitical
catastrophe of the (20th) century.”

2006 NATO urges members to invest at
least 2% of GDP in defense. Only eight mem-
bers reach that target by 2022.
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2007 Putin claims NATO’s growth violates
post-Cold War agreements, calling it ‘‘a seri-
ous provocation.” Gorbachev counters that
‘“‘the topic of NATO expansion was not dis-
cussed” as the Cold War thawed. Russia-
based hackers launch crippling cyberattacks
against Estonia.

April 2008 Germany and France block
Ukraine and Georgia from NATO member-
ship. Though NATO agrees that ‘‘these coun-
tries will become members of NATO,” no
timetable is set. Due to disputes over Mac-
edonia’s name, Greece blocks Macedonia
from joining NATO. NATO endorses U.S.
missile-defense deployments in Eastern Eu-
rope.

August 2008 Russia invades Georgia. The
U.S. Air Force transports thousands of Geor-
gian troops from Iraq to Georgia, likely pre-
venting Russia from taking Thilisi.

2009 President Barack Obama cancels mis-
sile-defense deployments in Eastern Europe.
Warsaw calls the decision ‘‘catastrophic.”
Albania and Croatia join NATO. France re-
turns to NATO’s military-command struc-
ture.

2010 Washington and Moscow agree to
New START, further reducing nuclear arse-
nals.

2011 NATO enforces a U.N. no-fly zone
over Libya. Washington deactivates the
Navy’s North Atlantic-focused 2nd Fleet.

2012 Washington deactivates the Army’s
Germany-based V Corps.

2013 Washington withdraws every U.S.
tank from Europe. Britain announces the
closure of its garrison in Germany.

2014 Russia seizes Ukraine’s Crimea and
arms separatists in eastern Ukraine. Wash-
ington sends ‘‘nonlethal aid.” Ukrainian
President Petro Poroshenko jabs, ‘‘One can-
not win a war with blankets.”” Russia vio-
lates the INF and CFE treaties. NATO allies
Belgium, Britain, Canada, Denmark, France,
Netherlands and the United States conduct
airstrikes against ISIS.

WARNINGS

As the 2020s neared, two U.S. presidents
openly expressed frustration with NATO. Yet
NATO would again prove its worth. “If we
did not have NATO today,” Gen. James
Mattis said in 2017, ‘““‘we would need to create

2016 NATO establishes battlegroups to
deter Russian attacks against Latvia, Lith-
uania, Estonia and Poland. Obama tells Brit-
ish Prime Minister David Cameron, ‘‘You
have to pay your fair share.”” Suspecting a
coup, Turkish President Recep Erdogan ar-
rests 40,000 Turkish citizens.

2017 President Donald Trump complains
that NATO members ‘“‘aren’t paying what
they should.” At the height of the Cold War,
the United States accounted for 56% of
NATO’s defense spending; by 2017, it’s closer
to 70%. Montenegro joins NATO. U.S. gen-
erals accuse Russia of arming the Taliban.
Turkey purchases Russian air-defense sys-
tems.

2018 Asked during a NATO summit,
“Would you leave us if we don’t pay our
bills?”’ Trump responds, ‘I would consider
it,” Washington reactivates the 2nd Fleet.

2020 The Republic of North Macedonia
joins NATO. Washington reactivates V
Corps-Forward in Poland.

May 2021 Russian cyberattacks hit U.S.
energy infrastructure.

August 2021 President Joe Biden orders
U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan. As oper-
ations come to a close, 7T4% of troops de-
ployed in the country that spawned 9/11 are
not American.

December 2021 Putin demands NATO not
expand, cease military activities in Eastern
Europe, and withdraw forces to where they
were before Poland, Hungary and the Czech
Republic joined NATO.
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CORNERSTONE

With threats to the free world metasta-
sizing, NATO solidified its role not only as
the cornerstone of America’s security, but as
the coordinating hub for international secu-
rity.

2022 Putin launches his second invasion of
Ukraine, an all-out effort to seize Kyiv and
erase Ukraine’s independence. NATO mem-
bers rush military aid to Kyiv. Although
Ukraine isn’t a NATO member, the allies
recognize, finally, that Putin’s war threatens
what the North Atlantic Treaty calls the
‘“‘stability and . . . security of the North At-
lantic area.”

NATO establishes battlegroups in Bul-
garia, Hungary, Romania and Slovakia. Ger-
man Chancellor Olaf Scholz announces a
near-doubling of defense spending, declaring,
““The world will no longer be the same.”

In a visit to Poland, Biden echoes Pope
John Paul II, urging Ukrainian refugees and
their Polish hosts, ‘‘Be not afraid.”

Longtime neutrals Sweden and Finland
seek NATO membership. With Australia,
Japan, South Korea and New Zealand attend-
ing the NATO summit, the alliance identifies
China as a challenge and commits to work-
ing with Indo-Pacific partners on ‘‘shared se-
curity interests.”

2023 Russia violates the New START
Treaty. Washington establishes Army Garri-
son-Poland.

Finland joins NATO. Turkey and Hungary
delay Sweden’s accession. Germany deploys
4,000 troops to Lithuania; Britain announces
deployment of 20,000 troops to NATO’s north-
ern flank. Putin deploys nuclear weapons in
Belarus.

Allies unveil the NATO-Ukraine Defense
Council.

2024 Sweden joins NATO. Twenty-three
NATO members invest at least 2% of GDP on
defense. The United States and Germany an-
nounce deployment on German territory of
hypersonic weapons and Tomahawk land-at-
tack missiles.

On its 76th anniversary, NATO—now 32
members—calls Russia a “‘direct threat to al-
lies’ security.”

———
TRIBUTE TO KATHLEEN CATHEY

e Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, I rise
today to honor Kathleen Cathey, my
friend and long-time field representa-
tive for eastern Oregon, who has dedi-
cated her career to making our State
an even better place for everyone to
live and work.

Kathleen is retiring at the end of the
year after nearly 20 years of service
closing the 2,500 mile gap between east-
ern Oregon and Washington, DC.

Before I go into the long list of
Kathleen’s many achievements deliv-
ering for the people of eastern Oregon,
I want to briefly mention the unique
circumstances of her service to 11 of
Oregon’s 36 counties.

Distances between communities in
Baker, Gilliam, Grant, Malheur, Mor-
Trow, Sherman, Umatilla, Union,
Wallowa, Wasco, and Wheeler Counties
are measured in hours, not miles. In
the colder months, snow and ice often
makes traveling through this part of
our State that much more grueling. In
the hotter months, wildfires can do the
same.

Yet, from Arlington to Zumwalt and
everywhere in-between, Kathleen
showed up each and every time a wild-
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fire, snowstorm, flood, drought, or any
crisis struck. She showed up to help
Oregonians and their families, small
businesses, farmers, ranchers, county
commissioners, you name it. She
showed up to help everyone in the most
rural parts of our State navigate the
bureaucratic labyrinth of Federal
Agencies operating thousands of miles
away.

During the 2020 floods in Umatilla
County, Kathleen worked around the
clock to get help to everybody who
needed it.

As a former basketball player, I am
especially fond of the coaching maxim
about coming to play every day.

Kathleen Cathey came to play every
day for eastern Oregon.

In her final months on the job, she
showed up with the same passion and
dedication she has brought over the
past two decades to her work. She has
been working tirelessly to find a legis-
lative solution before the end of this
year for the Owyhee Canyonlands
around Malheur County, the only part
of Oregon that is in the mountain time
zone.

The Owyhee is a natural treasure of
extraordinary beauty that is home to
all sorts of endangered species, includ-
ing ranchers and their way of life. And
as I speak on the floor at this very mo-
ment, Kathleen is working to get this
community-driven solution over the
finish line, which sets an example for
the rest of our country about reaching
across divides and coming up with solu-
tions that leave everyone better off.

Kathleen made her way onto Team
Wyden after working on the school
board in her hometown of La Grande,
working with the Union County Com-
mission on Children and Families; and
as a mental health training coordi-
nator.

She came to that public service after
moving to Union County 50 years ago
with her family when she was just en-
tering her freshman year in high
school.

Kathleen followed the path of com-
munity service carved out by her par-
ents John and Elinor Riley, who both
volunteered in local projects like the
Eastern Oregon Livestock Show, the
Sacred Heart Catholic Church in
Union, the Union Family Clinic, Habi-
tat for Humanity and the Union Plan-
ning Commission.

From day one on the job as my east-
ern Oregon field representative, Kath-
leen got to work for veterans after the
Veterans Administration had an-
nounced plans to close the nearby
Walla Walla VA hospital.

The result? She helped make the suc-
cessful case that the VA needed to keep
services nearby at Walla Walla because
veterans deserved to get their
healthcare close to home.

But Kathleen didn’t stop there. In
2008, she pressed for the VA to open the
La Grande Community Based Out-
patient Clinic, and she has continued
her work to stop the VA from closing
the nearest alcohol and drug residen-
tial treatment facility in Walla Walla



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-06T20:50:07-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




